
Bluegrass Note: Lexington’s central location,
flexible meeting facilities, affordable accommo-
dations and family atmosphere make it a popu-

lar place for religious meetings, conferences
and conventions.  Rupp Arena and the adjacent
convention center in downtown Lexington have

hosted many religious groups including The
Worldwide Church of God,  the International

Conference on Missions, the Evangelical Free
Church of America, the interdenominational
Time Out for Women Conference, and The

Franklin Graham Festival.



Bluegrass Note: Bishop Francis
Asbury was among those attending
the first Methodist Conference west

of the Alleghenies, held in
Lexington in 1790 at Masterson’s

Station, the home of Richard
Masterson, a Methodist settler from
Virginia. A historic marker notes the

site along what is now 
Leestown Pike. 

Bluegrass Note: Only two pioneer log meeting
houses survive in the Bluegrass, Cane Ridge in

Bourbon County, and Old Mud Meeting House near
Harrodsburg in Mercer County. The first Dutch

Reformed Church west of the Alleghenies, Old Mud
was built in 1800. Its name reflects its construction:
framing of sturdy oaken timbers and walls filled with
mud mixed with straw and sticks. Old Mud is locat-

ed on Dry Branch Road off US 68 south of
Harrodsburg; arrange a guided tour through the
Harrodsburg Historical Society (859-734-5985).



Bluegrass Note: Lexingtonians enjoy celebrating
Easter at sunrise services amid the floral gardens

at Lexington Cemetery. Main Street Baptist
Church, First Baptist Church, Maxwell Street

Presbyterian Church and The Salvation Army have
all held Easter services there. Since 1992, the

drive-through Nativity at South Elkhorn Christian
Church, 4343 Harrodsburg Rd., has been a

Christmas season traffic-stopper. More than 200
church members participate in the program’s 11

scenes set along a candlelit route.



Bluegrass Note: Religious musical traditions
in the Bluegrass range from spirituals to con-
temporary rock.The Jimtown Male Choir from
Jimtown Baptist Church, 2231 Jimtown Lane

(859-299-1944), has performed spirituals
throughout the region for more than 40

years. The longest running Christian music
festival in the U.S., ICHTHUS began as a

Christian alternative to Woodstock in 1970.
This three-day outdoor festival attracted top
Christian performers — and up to 15,000

fans each year for over 40 years.


