
Bluegrass Note: The Lexington
Walk brochure, a walking tour of
downtown, is available free from

VisitLEX, the Lexington
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The walk includes information
about many historic buildings in

the downtown area.



Bluegrass Note: Hopemont, The Hunt-
Morgan House is located in the charm-
ing and historic Gratz Park neighbor-

hood. The park was the original site of
Transylvania University (now just across

Third Street, at the north end of the
park), and the houses were built for

some of the most prominent and cul-
tured families of Lexington’s early 19th-

century days as the “Athens of the
West.” The park’s statues of children
were a gift from James Lane Allen, 

a Lexingtonian and popular 
19th-century author. 

Bluegrass Note: For more informa-
tion about Lexington sites relating to

African-American history, see the
Idea Guide article: African

Americans in the Bluegrass.



Bluegrass Note: If  you have a serious inter-
est in architecture, you’ll find excellent books
about local architecture at area bookstores.

“Vestiges of the Venerable City,” by Clay
Lancaster, is a detailed chronicle of historic
Lexington structures with many photographs
(including some places that no longer exist).
“The Bluegrass of Kentucky,” by Richard and
Patricia DeCamp, includes color photographs

and descriptions of outstanding homes 
and estates in Lexington and five 

surrounding counties.

Bluegrass Note:  It may look his-
toric, but the turreted castle you see
at the corner of Versailles Road and

Pisgah Pike was built as a 
private residence in 1969. Even

though it stood unfinished and unoc-
cupied for nearly forty years, it

became a much loved landmark and
source of constant speculation. A

spectacular fire consumed the main
residence in May of 2004. It is now

open as a special event facility,
restaurant and luxury inn. 

(859) 256-0322



Bluegrass Note: In 1911, a statue
on the Fayette County Courthouse
lawn of Confederate General John

Hunt Morgan created waves of 
controversy. The sculptor Pompeo

Coppini showed Morgan astride what
was obviously a stallion, instead of
the General’s beloved mare Black

Bess. (According to accounts, a col-
lective gasp arose from the crowd

when the statue was unveiled. One
prominent Lexingtonian was suppos-
edly so outraged that he challenged
the sculptor to a duel). You can now

view the statue at Lexington
Cemetery near the Confederate

cemetery.

Bluegrass Note: Many historic Lexington build-
ings have found new uses. The Carnegie Center

for Literacy and Learning, 251 West Second
Street, is located in the 1904 building that

served as Lexington’s library until the 1980s.
ArtsPlace, home to many of the city’s arts orga-
nizations, is located in a Beaux Arts style build-

ing downtown at 161 North Mill Street. The
Mayor’s offices and other Urban County

Government offices are located in the old
Lafayette Hotel at 200 East Main Street. An

entire block of 19th-century commercial build-
ings in downtown was renovated to become the

office, retail and dining complex called “The
Square” and is also home to the Lexington

Explorium and Lexington Children’s Theatre.





Blue Note: Ward Hall, just west of
Georgetown on US 460, is considered

one of the finest examples of Greek
Revival architecture in the nation. This
huge house – 75 feet square — was

built as the summer home of Mississippi
planter Junius Ward in 1856 (for the

then lavish sum of $50,000). Features
include a two-story portico with 40-foot
columns, rubbed walnut woodwork, lav-
ish interior fresco ornamentation and a
winding staircase. Call (502) 863-5356.


