
Bluegrass Note: Kentucky’s wine
industry is expanding rapidly. In 1998,

there were only 40 acres of wine
grapes in commercial vineyards in the

state. Today, we have 71 licensed
wineries and nearly 150 growers 

cultivating approximately 600 acres of
wine grapes. This year, Kentucky is
on track to bottle more than 100,000

cases of wine. 



Bluegrass Note: Though Jacque Dufour
abandoned his vineyard by the banks of the
Kentucky River, later vineyards around the

region did flourish, and by the 1800s
Kentucky had become the nation’s third

largest grape and wine producer. Prohibition
brought Kentucky’s grape and wine industry
to a halt, and many Kentucky farmers turned
to the production of tobacco, which proved to

be much more profitable.



Bluegrass Note: American and
American-French hybrids fare best in
Kentucky, but a wide variety of grapes

do well, giving vintners many options for
exercising their creativity. According to
the University of Kentucky, the most

heavily planted wine grapes in Kentucky
are the American cultivars Concord,

Niagara, Norton; Hybrids Cayuga White,
Chambourcin, Chardonel, M. Foch,

Traminette, Seyval, Vidal Blanc,
Vignoles; and the European cultivars
Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon

and Chardonnay.



Bluegrass Note: Want to see all
these wineries on a map? Go to

www.kentuckywine.com and
click on Wineries and Vineyards.

There you will find a current
interactive map of all the winer-
ies in Kentucky. You can also

check out the web video series,
“Vintage Kentucky Tastings.”




