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MONTEREY COUNTY IN FULL BLOOM: TOP SPOTS TO SEE WILDFLOWERS THIS SPRING

MONTEREY, Calif., March 20, 2017 - From the magic purple carpet to a canyon of calla lilies, springtime is the perfect
time to see spectacular, colorful displays of wildflowers throughout Monterey County. As we kick off the spring season,
the Monterey County Convention and Visitors Bureau (MCCVB) encourages visitors to stop and smell the... wildflowers
and take in the beauty and splendor.

“After the wet winter, it is so refreshing and invigorating to walk along the fields and coastline amongst these incredibly
vibrant wildflowers,” says Tammy Blount, President and CEO of the MCCVB. “We hope to inspire visitors and residents
alike to grab life by the moments by enjoying this natural phenomenon.”

With temperatures warming up and increasingly longer days, the MCCVB offers a list of the top spots to see wildflowers
blooming this spring:

e Pinnacles National Park: Visitors can hike through a riot of wildflowers at Pinnacles National Park during peak
blooming season — March through May. From Johnny-jump-ups to shooting stars, the National Park Service lists
nearly 100 species of wildflowers found at Pinnacles. While wildflowers are spread throughout the park, for a
challenging hike with stunning eye candy, the MCCVB recommends exploring the High Peaks Loop.

e Pacific Grove Coastline: Beginning in early April and lasting through late May, the coastline in Pacific Grove
becomes known as the “magic purple carpet” as ice plants blanket the picturesque coast. Visitors can take in the
breathtaking sights and enjoy a walk or bike ride along the Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail which runs
along this quaint city.

e Garrapata State Park: From spring through early summer, California poppies, Monterey Indian paintbrush and
monkey flowers sprinkle throughout Garrapata State Park along with a wide variety of wildflowers. For a
fantastic view and Instagram-worthy photo, the MCCVB suggests exploring the western coastal trail that begins
at gate 19 off of Highway 1. Follow the stairs down to Doud Creek to be immersed in a canyon of calla lilies.

e Point Lobos State Natural Reserve: This majestic jewel on the coast has been called "the greatest meeting of
land and sea in the world" and is not to be missed. In the springtime, visitors are treated to a vivid display as
Point Lobos State Reserve comes alive with incredible blooms of California poppies, Douglas irises, wild lilacs and
many other wildflowers. There are also more than a dozen trails that range from easy to challenging.

e Garland Ranch Regional Park: This dog-friendly park in Carmel Valley offers hikes for all levels of outdoor
enthusiasts. Springtime brings an awe-inspiring wildflower display to Garland Ranch Regional Park, painting the
landscape in shades of purple, blue, gold and orange. The MCCVB recommends the Terrace Trail in the Garzas
Canyon section which is a popular spot for monkey flowers and shooting stars.
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e Fort Ord National Monument: With more than 80 miles of trails, the 14,658-acre Fort Ord National Monument
is a hiking and biking paradise featuring paths through vast rolling hills, oak groves and vistas of Monterey Bay.
Sky lupine, California poppies and wild daffodils are among the wildflowers that thrive within this coastal gem,
adding to a scene of magnificent colors.

e Toro County Park: Located off of Highway 68 in Salinas, Toro County Park offers more than 20 miles of hiking
trails that travel through a variety of landscapes. During the spring months, the grassy meadows are filled with
wildflowers including vibrant lupine blooms.

As Monterey County springs to life with the extraordinary artistry of wildflowers, the Monterey County Convention and
Visitors Bureau welcomes visitors to come and enjoy this annual spectacle. For more information on outdoor activities
and attractions in the region, please visit SeeMonterey.com.

ABOUT MONTEREY COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

The Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau (MCCVB) is a 501©6 organization that drives tourism for Monterey County and
in recent years has led the destination to record levels of growth. Tourism is the largest industry on the Monterey Peninsula and the
second largest in the County. The MCCVB is a partnership of the hospitality community and local governments that aims to drive
business growth through compelling marketing and sales initiatives that maximize the benefits of tourism to our guests, members
and the community. Travel spending in Monterey County was more than $2.7 billion in 2015, representing a 4.5 percent increase
from 2014, and per person/per day spending rose to $333. Visitors in 2015 also generated $109 million in local tax receipts, a 7.4
percent increase and supported 24,390 jobs.

Hi#


http://seemonterey.com/

