DISCOVER THE GORGEOUS SCENERY OF MONTEREY COUNTY THROUGH SEASON
TWO OF HBO’S HIT SHOW "BIG LITTLE LIES"
Monterey, Calif. – Monterey County, located on the stunning central coast of California, takes center
stage in season two of the hit HBO show, "Big Little Lies." The jaw-dropping backdrops of Big Sur, Carmelby-the-Sea, Pacific Grove and other picture perfect, awe-inspiring Monterey scenery return with the starstudded cast of "Big Little Lies" next month. Ahead of the season two premiere on Sunday, June 9, explore
the undiscovered world of Monterey County through these shoot locations and must stops for a "Big Little
Lies" inspired road trip.
Begin the adventure at Old Fisherman’s Wharf in downtown Monterey known for its lively shops and local
seafood markets. Located on the wharf, Paluca Trattoria is a family-owned and operated Italian
restaurant by Sicilian-born chef and owner Sal Tedesco. The restaurant provided the inspiration for the
set design of Blue Blues, the fictional café where the show’s stars gathered for coffee and gossip.
Considered to be one of the preeminent aquariums in the world, the Monterey Bay Aquarium is
spotlighted in the upcoming season of "Big Little Lies." Dedicated to marine wildlife, research and
conservation, the former sardine cannery is home to more than 35,000 creatures and over 500 different
species. Special exhibits include Open Sea and ¡VIVA Baja! Life on the Edge, a land and sea adventure starring
rainbow-colored fish, round-bellied iguanas and other animals from Baja’s desert, mangrove forests and coral
reefs.
Pacific Grove, a historic town located on the tip of the Monterey peninsula, features beautiful coastline
and breathtaking surroundings used for some of the show’s most dramatic moments. Several eateries
turned out to be favorite retreats for the cast of "Big Little Lies." Passionfish, a seafood restaurant
committed to creative compositions of flavor, artistic presentation and sustainable harvesting, was
reportedly one of Nicole Kidman’s favorite spots for dinner. Standout menu items include Smoked Trout
Ceviche Tostaditas and Black Bean-Goat Cheese Fritters. Happy Girl Kitchen Co.’s locally sourced fare,
commitment to sustainability and array of house-made preserves, pickled and fermented products attract
locals and visitors alike, including "Big Little Lies" star and Executive Producer Reese Witherspoon, who
was spotted there numerous times throughout the filming of season two.
Lovers Point Park and Beach in Pacific Grove is an ideal place to enjoy a picnic and observe native marine
life, including whales and dolphins. The seaside park serves as a glittering backdrop for Blissful Drip Café,
a picturesque and fictitious coffee shop built specifically for "Big Little Lies." Off camera, Nicole Kidman
enjoyed the ocean views at Lovers Point, snapping a picture while mingling with Monterey seagulls.
On the southern tip of Monterey Bay Peninsula, the iconic Pebble Beach Golf Links is celebrating its
centennial anniversary in June 2019, thrilling golfers and spectators alike with its Pacific Ocean vistas,
cliffside fairways and coastline hugging greens. Widely regarded as home to some of the most beautiful

courses in the world, Pebble Beach welcomed Reese Witherspoon to enjoy a legendary 18 holes on a
break from shooting season two. Visitors will want to check out The Bench at The Lodge at Pebble Beach,
a lavish outdoor restaurant overlooking the 18th hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links, where guests can enjoy
a cocktail and a bite to eat while gazing out on the surf of Carmel Bay.
South on Highway 1 just after leaving Carmel-by-the-Sea, visitors will discover Point Lobos State Natural
Reserve, referred to as the “greatest meeting of land and sea in the world,” and known for its wildlife,
birding, hiking, kayaking and the Whalers Cabin Museum. Farther down Highway 1 is Garrapata State Park
and Beach, a windswept Big Sur beach where "Big Little Lies" scenes featuring steep cliffs, crashing waves
and misty shores were filmed. Production designers even installed a new set of stairs right from the cliffs
to the beach for easier access. For an Instagram-worthy photo, Monterey County Convention & Visitors
Bureau recommends exploring the beach and western coastal trail that begins at gate 19 off Highway 1.
“The Popularity of season one of ‘Big Little Lies’ among visitors had a huge impact on local businesses and
the economy of Monterey County. And once the show aired, the gorgeous scenery inspired people to
visit,” says Tammy Blount-Canavan, President and CEO of Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“We are thrilled that the show returned to Monterey for its second season to explore even more of what
our region has to offer.”
Visit BigLittleMonterey.com to begin planning your enchanting, picture-perfect Monterey County road
trip inspired by "Big Little Lies" and its stars this summer.

###
ABOUT MONTEREY COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
The Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau (MCCVB) is a 501c6 organization that drives tourism for
Monterey County. Tourism is the largest industry on the Monterey Peninsula and the second largest in the
County. The MCCVB is a partnership of the hospitality community and local governments that aims to drive
business growth through compelling marketing and targeted sales initiatives that maximize the benefits of
tourism to our guests, members and the community. Travel spending in Monterey County was $2.98 billion in
2018, representing a 5.8 percent increase from 2017. This $2.98 billion in visitor spending supported 25,190
jobs, contributed $271 million in total taxes and generated $135 million local tax dollars that directly benefited
the community. For travel and accommodation information, visit www.SeeMonterey.com, stop by the
Monterey Visitor Center at 401 Camino El Estero and follow Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

