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AGENDA

O©CONOUOAWNE

14.
15.
16.

Roll Call

Welcome & Introductions

Approval of the Agenda*

Approval of February 25, 20255pecial Meeting Minutes*

Approval of November 19, 2024Grants Meeting Minutes*

Open Meetings Act Resolution Adoption 2025*

Amendment to Bylaws of the Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group*
Tourism in Tribal Communities Panel Discussion

Route 66 Tribal Projects

Civil Engineering Activities Regarding the Heritage of Historic Route 66 in NM
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. Visit Albuguerque Route 66 Centennial Marketing

Route 66 Centennial Subcommittee Report Out: Projects and Actiyilesrdination Group
Endorsement/Approval*

Coordination Group Member Updates

Public Comment

Adjourn
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Tribal Projects:

Update from the NM
Tourism Department
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Grant Program Marketing

Integrated advertising campaigimomotes Route 66 communitiexcross digital, social, and traditional platforms
to drive awareness and visitation.

x TheNavajo NatiorandPueblo of Laguna - ot s X
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Promotions track in FY26.

stunning, and fascinating land

x  $750K will support 42-month campaign
targeting those most likely to have interest
In Route 66 in metros imexasColoradg
andArizona

x Creative placements include rich media
display ads, paid search, and digital -of+
home ads.
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Grant Program Special Events

Supportscommunity events that celebrate the Route 66 Centenmpebmote visitation, and highlight the culture
and history of the corridor.

X The Route 66 Centennial Grant program
awarded $20K in both FY25 and FY26 to
supportGathering of Nations

x The FY25 event featured=oute 66
themed Main Streewith light pole
banners that displayed the Centennial
logo.

x FY26 marksth8 @Sy (1 Q& ,amdh y I £ &
NMTD is proud to sponsdine Last
Dance which will include Route 66
themed dances and songs.




Project Endorsements

The New Mexico Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group accepts Route 66 project proposals through its
designated portal for review and potential endorsement as official centennial projects.

To date,seven projects have been endorsed by the
Coordination Group. One of which includes:

DI f f dzLJQa { dzYYSNJ L VY RA tel¢braiany OS & ﬂ .
of Indigenous cultures in historical Downtown Gallup. -
Includes Zuni Pueblo, Navajo Nation, Ohkay Owingeh, and
Apache tribes, among others.

%

The Gallup Summer Indian Dance & Arts Market will kick off
onJune 2, 2026and happens in the evening on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays through the Summer.



Submit Your Route 66 Projects

The New Mexico Route 66 Coordination Group accepts project
submission yearound through itsonline portal

Submissions are reviewed on a rolling basis for potential
endorsement by theCoordination Grou@nd certification by the
U.S. Route 66 Centennial Commission
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Scan the QR Code to
View Submission Page
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INFRASTRUCTURE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO
ROUTE 66 IN NEW MEXICO

Presented to
New Mexico Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group

Roger M. Zimmerman, Ph. D., P. E. (Retired), FASCE

October 20, 2025



PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION

A Define American Society of Civil Engineering Activities related to Route 66
Centennial.

A Define initial Alignment and Rerouting of Route 66 in New Mexico that
Involve major civil engineering contributions.

A Provide outline of plans for Centennial Year.
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AMERICAN -SOCIETY OF CIVIL-ENGINEERS

A The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) is an international organization of more than
150,000 members thatstands at the forefront of a profession that:
U Gadc¢c Ut awl I3t RNUY aWrYULt ql 2 #Hat AlWe Ul WY Gikheduajtt W Y F
environment T
U while protecting and restoring the natural environment.

A ASCE is organized arounatal 94 sections, 159branches, 12groups, 416 student chapters and
131 younger member groups.

A Technlcal strengths are in:

I Architectural Engineering;

Coasts, Oceans, Ports and Rivers;
Construction;

Environmental and Water Resources;
Infrastructure from Ground Up;
Transportation; and

Utility Engineering and Surveying.

G e e e - i e
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ASCE HISTORIC CIVIL ENGINEERING
LANDMARK PROGRAM

ASCEOs Historic Civil Engineering Landmar k P
local, national, and international civil engineering projects, structures, and sites.

1 Increases public appreciation  of civil engineering contributions to the progress
and development of society;

1 Provides civil engineers with an historical awareness of their profession for
practical insights and pride;

1 Encourages, where appropriate and feasible, the preservation of significant
historic civil engineering works. Preservation includes documentation of the
landmark, maintaining the landmark, etc.

1 Fosters the inclusion of civil engineering landmark information In
encyclopedias, guidebooks and maps.
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HISTORIC CIVIL ENGINEERING
LANDMARKS IN-NEW-MEXICO

A National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark program (NHCEL),
started in 19609.

A ASCE Civil Engineering Landmarks in New Mexico
U EmbudoNew Mexico Stream Gage Station (1973) &

U International Boundary Marker 1 (With Texas) (197

U Elephant Butte Dam (1976)
U
U

Cumbresand Toltec Scenic Railway (1976) G
Rio Puerco Bridge (1997): listed in National Registe VLo
Historic Places as well. -
U0 Route 66 (2025)

Elephant Butte Dam Marker3(1976)



ASCE NOMINATION OF HISTORIC
ROUTE 66 FOR LANDMARK PROGRAM

A 10 Sections of the American Society of Civil Engineers represent the 8 states
through which Route 66 passes, from Chicago, lllinois, to Santa Monica, California
and jointly nominated the route as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark
(NHCEL).

A The states that are home to Route 66, from east to west, are lllinois, Missouri,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California.

A ASCE recognized Route 66 as a NHCEL in 2025.

A This is a new landmark initiative as previous NHCEL landmarks have been
projects, and now a historic highway landmark has been recognized.
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NEW-MEXICO ROUTE 66
NOMINATION-COMMH-TEE

A New Mexico Section Route 66 Nomination Committee

U Dr. Roger Zimmerman, Section Representative to Route 66
Landmark Nominating Committee,

Dr. Conrad Keyes,

Dr. Kenneth White,

Frank Kozeliski,

John Baker, NMDOTRnd

Gary Kinchen, NMDOT,

cC. C.C.CcC:
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NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO SECTION INVOLVEMENT IN @
CENTENNIAL-ACTIVITIES

AParticipate in NHCEL and City of Albuguerque Landmark Recognition Processes

U Support Section Representative to Nominating Committee in recognizing new National
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.
U Plan activities for the dedication of the National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.
U Highlight Civil Engineering contributions to establishment and rerouting of Route 66 in
New Mexico.
U Explain how 107 miles were saved between 1926 and 1937 in helping make Route 66
as a major transcontinental thoroughfare.
U Support City of Albuguerque recognition of Civil Engineering Related Historic
Landmarks
V Central Avenue Bridge Site
V Central Avenue Underpass
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INAUGURATION OF US 66

A Highway from Chicago to Los Angeles that is nedf B&rallel.
U Highway having two 9 ft lanes with 22 ft wide bridge lanes.
U Initial highway to be on existing roads.
U Federal Funds are to be used for at least 50% of construction costs and
states are to maintain the highways thereatfter.
U Initial roads were dirt and complete paving came to New Mexico in late
1937.
A Several routes through New Mexico were considered.

A US 66 was started by the US Bureau of Public Roads (BPR) in August
1926.

A The final rerouting occurred in October 1937.



MAPS DELINEATING REROUTING XQ

A 4 maps are presented to illustrate the various identifications
that were related to Route 66 in New Mexico

U The 506mile original and 399mile final routes in 1937
U The Santa Rosa Cubff in early stages

U Impacts of Laguna Cutoff on Albuquerque

U Final route that was ready for paving as Route 66
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NEWMEXICO

FINAL-REROUTED US 66 IN NEW MEX

REROUTED US 66 IN NEW MEXICO

&
e

To Raton

Santa Fe

«Romeroville

Laguna Cut-Off

Tucumcari

Moriarty © ]
69 New Miles

«© Santa Rosa

(>
o
e
&

Los Lunas

Willa rd8 I — To Clovis
Vaughn
,Datil
OESocorro Maps by Paul Zimmerman, reference Google Earth

Route 66 was reduced from 506 miles to 399 miles with rerouting in New Mexico
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FINAL REROUTED ROUTE 66
IN NEW MEXICO

FEATURES OF REROUTING
A The Santa Rosa Cutoff saved 90 miles.
U The Santa RossMoriarty segment was created in 1924.927.
U The MoriartyAlbuguerque segment developed during the 19271937.
U Intersection of Central Avenue and 4th Street in Albuquerque was the termination
point for the cut-off.

A The Laguna Cubff saved 17 miles
U The original alignment was from thé&arelasBridge in Albuquerque to US 66 near
Correo, NM.
U Surveying of Laguna Cudff started in February of 1927 at th®&arelasBridge.
U The Laguna Cubff was realigned in 1931 when the Central Avenue Bridge was
completed.
U The Central Avenue Bridge was the triggering point by the BPR talign US 66.



FIRST IMPROVEMENT IN
INTERSTATE TRAVEL IN-NEW MEXICE

SANTA ROSA CUT-OFF

p To Raton
Santa Fe
f{omeroville
y {
; Lamy
X 3 ‘1r0Q
Albuquerque 270 cRl e’
T ! 66 ) KL > Tucumcari
%, 3 : 6
’47&5,¢/? e, Moriarty | N
0/'/r000, / 69 New Miles «¥ Santa Rosa
Los Lunas
s Nt gL — To Clovis
e Vaughn

, Datil

@ .Socorro

Maps by Paul Zimmerman, reference Google Earth
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FIRST IMPROVEMENT IN

SANTA ROSA CUDFF
A NM 6 was created to provide a shortcut from Santa Rosa to US 470 , which was near Moriarty,
NM.
U The first segment was 7 miles east of Santa Rosa on US 66.
U The second segment was 69 miles from US 66 west for 69 miles to us 470.
V Twenty-seven miles of the 35mile western portion was on private land.
V The 34mile eastern portion was primarily on ranch roads.
U The third segment was 39 miles along US 470 to the Central Avenue and 4th Street
Intersection in Albuquergque.
A The second segment was cleared and graded in 33 days.
U The rush to complete was driven by a political decision resulting from a change in the
Governor from Democrat A. T. Hannett to Republican Richard Dillon.
U Incoming Governor Dillon campaigned against the cuoff, which was proposed by
Governor Hannett.
A The completion of the Central Avenue Underpass was the final structure to complete the
Rerouting of Route 66.




ALBUQUERQUE FEATURES OF
LAGUNA CUT-OFF
LAGUNA CUT-OFF AND EARLY ROUTE 66 ™ aFe

Final Laguna Cut-off

Central Avenue Bridge /

Unique

To Moriarty

Central Avenue
if Underpass

2.

937 i Intersection /
o
i
N
i i i &
Nm:ill:lllle LT
1%
N
To Laguna <<

Barelas |

Bridge }

Laguna Cut-off Survey Line

US 66 (1926;1937)

To Los Lunas

Maps by Paul Zimmerman, reference Google Earth
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ALBUQUERQUE FEATURES OF
LAGUNA CUT-OFF

LAGUNA CUTOFF

A The original Lagunacut-Off was located on existing roads and originated at thBarelas
Bridge.

A People taking the Santa Rosa Cubff would join US 66 and travel about a mile south to get to
the BarelasBridge.

A Citizens of Albuquerque wanted the 80 ft. wide Central Avenue to be the main trans
continental artery through Albuquerque as other streets were only 60 ft. wide.

A Citizens got the NM DOT to build a bridge across the Rio Grande on Central Avenue to
facilitate travel through the city.

A The Central Avenue Bridge was completed in 1930 and, in 1931, the BPR elected to make
Central Avenue the main route for future US 66 travel.

U The origin of the Laguna Cubff was shifted to 4" Street and Central Avenue.
A With the decision in 1931, BPR Funds could be used to construct the Rio Puerco Bridge in

1933.



LAGUNA CUT -OFF
PRE-FINALIZED REROUTING

LAGUNA CUT-OFF ACROSS RIO PUERCO - 1933-1937

To Raton
» Santa Fe

‘Romeroville

Laguna Cut-Off

Rio Puerco Bridge /

\

Tucumcari

“Albuquerque
Moriarty |

27% Santa Rosa
o| Los Lunas g

Mty —> To Clovis

,Datil
©\Socorro

Maps by Paul Zimmerman, reference Google Earth
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LAGUNA CUT-OFF
PRE-FINALIZED REROUTING

FEATURES OF REROUTING
A The Santa Rosa and Laguna Guiffs were preUS 66 roadways as NM 6/US 366 from 1933
37.
U The BPR changed US 470 to US 366 in 1931.
U NM 41 was established and still exists.

A Trans-continental travelers took advantage of the complete rerouting of US 66 travel from
Santa Rosa to Laguna starting in 1933.
U The NM DOT was continuously improving the shortened road after 1931.
U The completion of the Rio Puerco Bridge in 1933 allowed travel on the full shortcut.
U The last obstacle to hinder the travel until 1937 was the Central Avenue Underpass.

A The complete rerouted US 66 was paved by 1938.

A US 70 became US 60 ih931.
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CIVIL-ENGINEERING FEATURES
IN REROUTING

A Rapid Construction of 69 -mile segment from Santa Rosa to Moriarty in 1926.

A Realignment solved problems of mountains, La Bajada Hill, and increased
traffic congestion in Albuquerque.

A The Central Avenue Bridge was constructed in a floodplain and was designed
with major flood control mechanisms.

A Completion of the Central Avenue Bridge established that an all -weather
highway could be constructed along a shortened route through New Mexico.

A Completion of the Central Avenue Underpass in Albuguerque provided grade
separation with the railroad for the entire life of Route 66.

A Completion of the Rio Puerco was the last major bridge in the second largest
floodplain in New Mexico.



NM-SECTION ACTIVITIES

A New Mexico Section of ASCE Involvement in NHCEL Dedication
U New Mexico wants to mount a plaque at%4and Central and have a dedication ceremony.
U New Mexico will fund the plague if not furnished by ASCE.
U We have verbal approval from City of Albuquerque.
U We would like to receive copies of programs and/or videos of ASCE dedication ceremonies.
U The New Mexico Section would provide maintenance of the plague monument.
U New Mexico Section would design monument for plague in coordination with City of
Albuquerque.

A New Mexico Section of ASCE Involvement in City of Albuguerque Historical Landmark
designations.
U Have a dedication ceremony for Central Avenue Bridge Site.
U Have a dedication ceremony for Central Avenue Underpass.

A ANl YeqRUNDWYNWAYe qUWESWNG!I YeRSW s W~J+FRHY wll:
Presentations during 2026.



PROPOSED NHCEL LOCATION IN FRONT OF
ROSENWALD BUILDING ATAWND CENTRAL




FIRST DRAFT OF BRASS PLAQUE TO BE LOCATED AT 4T
STREET AND CENTRAL AVENUE,

NATIONAL HISTORIC
CIVIL ENGINEERING LANDMARK

Route 66 is representative of the early development (circs 1920s) of cross-
country highwayroutes in the United States. Creation of Route 66 was the
collection of many individual efforts at the state, country and local level
that established what eventually became a continuous numbered
highwayfrom Chicagoto SantaMonica. Notable civil engineeringfeatures
and achievements occurred at many locations along the Route 66
alignment during its development. All traffic on Route 66 passed through
this intersection on either 4th Street (1926-1937) or Central Avenue
((1937-1985).

American Society of Civil Engineers



Rewnexco
CLOSURE

A The American Society of Civil Engineers is actively
participating in Route 66 Centennial Activities.

A The realignment of Route 66 had significant Civil
Engineering Features that are represented in the
New Mexico Shortcut.

A Plans to celebrate Civil Engineering contributions
to the development of Route 66 are discussed.
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AN INTERPRETIVE EXPLORATION
OF HISTORIC ROUTE 66
THROUGH NEW MEXICO

Donatella Davanzo Ph.D.

ddavanzo@unm.edu

NMTD — October 20, 2025



CENTRAL AVENUE /4t ST.
ROUTE 66 IN A MOMENT OF TIME

ROUTE 66 CROSSING ALBUQUERQUE
SURVEY 2013-2014

ROUTE 66 CROSSING ALBUQUERQUE
SURVEY 2014-2015

SECTION EAST — WEST

From Tramway (East) to Atrisco (West)
Number of buildings documented: 731
Amount of photos: 7,266

"CASINO 66 HOTEL
14500 CENTRAL SW
-

(\

A

SECTION NORTH - SOUTH
From Sandia Lakes to Lomas along 4t Street

From Bridge & Isleta Blvd to Malpais Rd (I-25)

along Isleta Blvd.
Number of buildings documented: 1,170
Amount of photos: 7,629




DISSERTATION 2018

“TANGIBILITY
AND SYMBOLISM
ALONG HISTORIC
HIGHWAY 66 IN
ALBUQUERQUE”

“What makes Highway 66 a
distinctive route in the
contemporary American scenario?”’

SO APPENDIX A. Table Central Avenue 2016. Roadside facilities. Former use.

- APPENDIX A. Table Central Avenue 2016. Roadside facilities. Current use.

prcpimma s T APPENDIX B. Table Central Avenue 2016. Roadside commercial signs.

wonor BLUL - BN WOT W USE
RS TARANT | AT




O —

\\\

\\

ROUTE 66 - A highway of CONNECTION
A TANGIBLE road unifying the country

HISTORIC ROUTE 66

7

Calif. L Kansas
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ROUTE 66 - A highway of CONNECTION
A TANGIBLE road in the “Golden Age” (1945-19635]

s22 | ROUTE
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Ernst Haas
Route 66 Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1969



ROUTE 66 - A highway of CONNECTION
ROUTE 66 SYMBOLISM - An iconic road in the popular culture production
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ROUTE 66 - A highway of CONNECTION
A MULTIETHNIC ROUTE 66 - Different cultures and traditions
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State Park
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How the contemporary Route 66 preserves...

its role of "American living legacy” in New Mexico



CRITIERIA
ROADSIDE
COMMERCIAL FACILITIES

e O categories

* QOriginal Route 66 properties
 1937-1970s

* 3 Historic Connections in

conversation:

Tangibility, Symbolism, Ethnicity

Auto dealership







