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AGENDA

1. Roll Call 
2. Welcome & Introductions
3. Approval of the Agenda* 
4. Approval of February 25, 2025 ς Special Meeting Minutes* 
5. Approval of November 19, 2024 ς Grants Meeting Minutes* 
6. Open Meetings Act Resolution Adoption 2025* 
7. Amendment to Bylaws of the Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group*
8. Tourism in Tribal Communities Panel Discussion
9. Route 66 Tribal Projects
10. Civil Engineering Activities Regarding the Heritage of Historic Route 66 in NM 
11. wƻǳǘŜ сс /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΥ !ƴ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƻǘƘŜǊ wƻŀŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ
12. Visit Albuquerque Route 66 Centennial Marketing
13. Route 66 Centennial Subcommittee Report Out: Projects and Activities ς Coordination Group 

Endorsement/Approval* 
14. Coordination Group Member Updates
15. Public Comment
16. Adjourn



Route 66 Centennial 
Tribal Projects: 
Update from the NM 
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Grant Program - Marketing

Integrated advertising campaign promotes Route 66 communities across digital, social, and traditional platforms 
to drive awareness and visitation.

× The Navajo Nation and Pueblo of Laguna 
ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
Promotions track in FY26.

× $750K will support a 12-month campaign 
targeting those most likely to have interest 
in Route 66 in metros in Texas, Colorado, 
and Arizona.

× Creative placements include rich media 
display ads, paid search, and digital out-of-
home ads.



Grant Program - Special Events

Supports community events that celebrate the Route 66 Centennial, promote visitation, and highlight the culture 
and history of the corridor.

× The Route 66 Centennial Grant program 
awarded $20K in both FY25 and FY26 to 
support Gathering of Nations.

× The FY25 event featured a Route 66-
themed Main Street with light pole 
banners that displayed the Centennial 
logo.

× FY26 marks the ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ, and 
NMTD is proud to sponsor The Last 
Dance, which will include Route 66-
themed dances and songs.



Project Endorsements
The New Mexico Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group accepts Route 66 project proposals through its 
designated portal for review and potential endorsement as official centennial projects. 

To date, seven projects have been endorsed by the 
Coordination Group. One of which includes:

DŀƭƭǳǇΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ LƴŘƛŀƴ 5ŀƴŎŜǎ ϧ !Ǌǘ aŀǊƪŜǘΥ A celebration 
of Indigenous cultures in historical Downtown Gallup. 
Includes Zuni Pueblo, Navajo Nation, Ohkay Owingeh, and 
Apache tribes, among others.

The Gallup Summer Indian Dance & Arts Market will kick off 
on June 2, 2026, and happens in the evening on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays through the Summer.



Submit Your Route 66 Projects

The New Mexico Route 66 Coordination Group accepts project 
submission year-round through its online portal.

Submissions are reviewed on a rolling basis for potential 
endorsement by the Coordination Group and certification by the 
U.S. Route 66 Centennial Commission.

{ƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ {ƘŀǇŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ wƻǳǘŜ сс /ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭΗ
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INFRASTRUCTURE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 
ROUTE 66 IN NEW MEXICO

Presented to

New Mexico Route 66 Centennial Coordination Group

Roger M. Zimmerman, Ph. D., P. E. (Retired), F.ASCE
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ÅDefine American Society of Civil Engineering Activities related to Route 66 
Centennial. 

ÅDefine initial Alignment and Rerouting of Route 66 in New Mexico that 
involve major civil engineering contributions.

ÅProvide outline of plans for Centennial Year. 

PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION



ÁThe American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) is an international organization of more than 
150,000 members that stands at the forefront of a profession that:
üƓũċŰƚЯШĬĲƚŔŊŰƚЯШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣƚЯШċŰĬШŸƓĲƖċƣĲƚШƚŸĦŔĲƣǃќƚШĲĦŸŰŸůŔĦШċŰĬШƚŸĦŔċũШĲŰŊŔŰĲШт the built 

environment т 
üwhile protecting and restoring the natural environment.

Á  ASCE is organized around local 94 sections, 159branches,  12groups, 416 student chapters and 
131younger member groups.

Á  Technical strengths are in: 
üArchitectural Engineering; 
üCoasts, Oceans, Ports and Rivers;
üConstruction;
üEnvironmental and Water Resources;
ü Infrastructure from Ground Up;
üTransportation;  and 
üUtility Engineering and Surveying. 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS
 



12

ASCEôs Historic Civil Engineering Landmark Program recognizes historically significant 

local, national, and international civil engineering projects, structures, and sites.

¶ Increases public appreciation of civil engineering contributions to the progress 

and development of society;

¶ Provides civil engineers with an historical awareness of their profession for 

practical insights and pride;

¶ Encourages, where appropriate and feasible, the preservation of significant 

historic civil engineering works. Preservation includes documentation of the 

landmark, maintaining the landmark, etc.

¶ Fosters the inclusion of civil engineering landmark information in 

encyclopedias, guidebooks and maps. 

ASCE HISTORIC CIVIL ENGINEERING
 LANDMARK PROGRAM
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Á National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark program (NHCEL), 
started  in 1969.

Á ASCE Civil Engineering Landmarks in New Mexico
ü  Embudo New Mexico Stream Gage Station (1973)
ü  International Boundary Marker 1 (With Texas)  (1976)
ü  Elephant Butte Dam (1976)
ü  Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railway (1976)
ü Rio Puerco Bridge (1997):  listed in National Register of
 Historic  Places as well. 
ü  Route 66 (2025)

HISTORIC CIVIL ENGINEERING
 LANDMARKS IN NEW MEXICO

Elephant Butte Dam  Marker (1976)



Á10 Sections of the American Society of Civil Engineers represent the 8 states 
through which Route 66 passes, from Chicago, Illinois, to Santa Monica, California  
and jointly nominated the route as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 
(NHCEL).

ÁThe states that are home to Route 66, from east to west, are Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California.

ÁASCE recognized Route 66 as a NHCEL in  2025.

ÁThis is a new landmark initiative as previous NHCEL landmarks have been 
projects, and now a historic highway landmark has been recognized.
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ASCE NOMINATION OF HISTORIC 
ROUTE 66 FOR LANDMARK PROGRAM



ÁNew Mexico Section Route 66 Nomination Committee   

ü Dr. Roger Zimmerman, Section Representative to Route 66 
Landmark Nominating Committee, 

ü Dr. Conrad Keyes,
ü  Dr. Kenneth White,
ü  Frank Kozeliski,
ü  John Baker, NMDOT,and
ü  Gary Kinchen, NMDOT, 
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NEW MEXICO ROUTE 66 
NOMINATION COMMITTEE



ÁParticipate in NHCEL and City of Albuquerque Landmark Recognition Processes

üSupport Section Representative to Nominating Committee in recognizing new National 
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.

üPlan activities for the dedication of the National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.  
üHighlight Civil Engineering contributions to establishment and rerouting of Route 66 in 

New Mexico.
üExplain how 107 miles were saved between 1926 and 1937 in helping make Route 66 

as a major trans-continental thoroughfare.
üSupport City of Albuquerque recognition of Civil Engineering Related Historic 

Landmarks
V Central Avenue Bridge Site
V Central Avenue Underpass
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NEW MEXICO SECTION INVOLVEMENT IN
CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES
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ÅHighway from Chicago to Los Angeles  that is near 35th parallel.
üHighway having two 9 ft lanes with 22 ft wide bridge lanes. 
üInitial highway to be on existing roads.
üFederal Funds are to be used for at least 50% of construction costs and 

states are to maintain the highways thereafter.
üInitial roads were dirt and complete paving came to New Mexico in late 

1937.
ÅSeveral routes through New Mexico were considered.

ÅUS 66 was started by the US Bureau of Public Roads (BPR) in August 
1926. 

ÅThe final rerouting occurred in October 1937.

INAUGURATION OF US 66
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Á 4 maps are presented to illustrate the various identifications 
that were related to Route 66 in New Mexico 

üThe 506-mile original and 399-mile final routes in 1937
ü The Santa Rosa Cut-off in early stages
ü Impacts of Laguna Cut-off on Albuquerque
ü Final route that was ready for paving as Route 66

MAPS DELINEATING REROUTING
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FINAL REROUTED US 66 IN NEW MEXICO
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FEATURES OF REROUTING
ÅThe Santa Rosa Cutoff saved 90 miles.

üThe Santa Ross-Moriarty segment was created in 1926-1927.
üThe Moriarty-Albuquerque segment developed during the 1927-1937.
ü Intersection of Central Avenue  and 4th Street in Albuquerque was the termination 

point for the cut-off.

Å  The Laguna Cut-off saved 17 miles
üThe original alignment was from the Barelas Bridge in Albuquerque to  US 66 near 

Correo, NM.
üSurveying of Laguna Cut-off started in February of 1927 at the Barelas Bridge.
üThe Laguna Cut-off was realigned in 1931 when the Central Avenue Bridge was 

completed. 
üThe Central Avenue Bridge was the triggering point by the BPR to re-align US 66.

FINAL REROUTED ROUTE 66

 IN NEW MEXICO
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FIRST IMPROVEMENT IN 
INTERSTATE TRAVEL IN NEW MEXICO
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SANTA ROSA CUT-OFF
Å  NM 6 was created to provide a shortcut from Santa Rosa to US 470 , which was near Moriarty, 

NM.
üThe first segment was 7 miles east of Santa Rosa on US 66.
üThe second segment was 69 miles from US 66 west for 69 miles to us 470. 
VTwenty-seven miles of the 35-mile western portion was on private land.
VThe 34-mile eastern portion was primarily on ranch roads.

üThe third segment was 39 miles along US 470 to the Central Avenue  and 4th Street 
intersection in Albuquerque.

ÅThe second segment  was cleared  and graded in 33 days.
üThe rush to complete was driven by a political decision resulting from a change in the 

Governor from Democrat  A. T. Hannett to Republican Richard Dillon.
ü Incoming Governor Dillon campaigned against the cut-off, which was proposed by 

Governor Hannett.
Å  The completion of the Central Avenue Underpass was the final structure to complete the 

Rerouting of Route 66.  

FIRST IMPROVEMENT IN 
INTERSTATE TRAVEL IN NEW MEXICO
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ALBUQUERQUE FEATURES OF

LAGUNA CUT-OFF
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LAGUNA CUT-OFF
Å  The original Laguna-cut-Off was located on existing roads and originated at the Barelas 

Bridge.
ÅPeople taking the Santa Rosa Cut-off would join US 66 and travel about a mile south to get to 

the Barelas Bridge. 
ÅCitizens of Albuquerque wanted the 80 ft. wide Central Avenue to be the main trans-

continental artery through Albuquerque as other streets were only 60 ft. wide.
ÅCitizens got the NM DOT to build a bridge across the Rio Grande on Central Avenue to 

facilitate travel through the city.
ÅThe Central Avenue Bridge was completed in 1930 and, in 1931, the BPR elected to make 

Central Avenue the main route for future US 66 travel.  
ü The origin of the Laguna Cut-off was shifted to 4th Street and Central Avenue.

ÅWith the decision in 1931, BPR Funds could be used to construct the Rio Puerco Bridge in 
1933.

ALBUQUERQUE FEATURES OF

LAGUNA CUT-OFF
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LAGUNA CUT-OFF 

PRE-FINALIZED REROUTING
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FEATURES OF REROUTING
Å  The Santa Rosa and Laguna Cut-offs were pre-US 66 roadways as NM 6/US 366 from 1933-

37.
ü The BPR changed US 470 to US 366 in 1931. 
ü NM 41 was established and still exists.

ÅTrans-continental travelers took advantage of the complete rerouting of US 66 travel from 
Santa Rosa to Laguna starting in 1933.
ü The NM DOT was continuously  improving the  shortened road after 1931.
ü The completion of the Rio Puerco Bridge in 1933 allowed travel on the full shortcut.
ü The last obstacle to hinder the travel  until 1937 was the Central Avenue Underpass.

Å The complete rerouted US 66 was paved by 1938.

Å US 70 became US 60 in 1931.

LAGUNA CUT-OFF 

PRE-FINALIZED REROUTING
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ÁRapid Construction of 69 -mile segment from Santa Rosa to Moriarty in 1926.

ÁRealignment solved problems of mountains, La Bajada Hill, and increased 
traffic congestion in Albuquerque.

ÁThe Central Avenue Bridge was constructed in a floodplain and was designed 
with major flood control mechanisms.

ÁCompletion of the Central Avenue Bridge  established that an all -weather 
highway could be constructed along a shortened route through New Mexico.

ÁCompletion of the Central Avenue Underpass in Albuquerque provided grade 
separation with the railroad for the entire life of Route 66.

ÁCompletion of the Rio Puerco was the last major bridge in the second largest 
floodplain in New Mexico.

CIVIL ENGINEERING FEATURES 

IN REROUTING
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NM SECTION ACTIVITIES

ÁNew Mexico Section of ASCE Involvement in NHCEL Dedication
üNew Mexico wants to mount a plaque at 4th and Central and have a dedication ceremony.
üNew Mexico will fund the plaque if not furnished by ASCE.
üWe have verbal approval from City of Albuquerque.
üWe would like to receive copies of programs and/or videos of ASCE dedication ceremonies.
ü The New Mexico Section would provide maintenance of the plaque monument.
üNew Mexico Section would design monument for plaque in coordination with City of 

Albuquerque.

Å New Mexico Section of ASCE Involvement in City of Albuquerque Historical Landmark 
designations.
üHave a dedication ceremony for Central Avenue Bridge Site.
üHave a dedication ceremony for Central Avenue Underpass.

Å љÅĲƖŸƨƣŔŰŊШŸŉШÅŸƨƣĲШΣΣШÑőƖŸƨŊőШ ĲƽШ~ĲǂŔĦŸњШƽŔũũШĤĲШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣĲĬШŔŰШΝΝШxŔĤƖċƖǃШ
Presentations during 2026.



PROPOSED NHCEL LOCATION IN FRONT OF 
ROSENWALD BUILDING AT 4TH AND CENTRAL



NATIONAL HISTORIC 

CIVIL ENGINEERING LANDMARK

Route 66 is representative of the early development (circs 1920s) of cross-
country highway routes in the United States.  Creation of Route 66 was the 
collection  of many individual efforts at the state, country and local level 
that established what eventually became a continuous numbered 
highway from Chicago to Santa Monica.  Notable civil engineering features 
and achievements occurred at many locations along the Route 66 
alignment during its development.  All traffic  on Route 66 passed through 
this intersection on either 4th Street (1926-1937) or Central Avenue 
((1937-1985).

American Society of Civil Engineers

FIRST DRAFT OF BRASS PLAQUE TO BE LOCATED AT 4TH 
STREET AND CENTRAL AVENUE,  
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ÁThe American Society of Civil Engineers is actively 
participating in Route 66 Centennial Activities. 

ÁThe re-alignment of Route 66 had significant Civil 
Engineering Features that are represented in the 
New Mexico Shortcut.

ÁPlans to celebrate Civil Engineering contributions 
to the development of Route 66 are discussed.

CLOSURE
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