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NYC & COMPANY INVITES VISITORS TO EXPLORE 
QUEENS LIKE A NEW YORKER 

 
—NYC & Company Invites Travelers and Locals Alike to Experience 

Queens, From the Home of the U.S. Open to Beaches in the 
Rockaways, As Part of New “Get Local NYC” Campaign— 

 
—Spend A Day in Queens Enjoying Authentic Food From Around 

the World, Unique Arts and Culture Venues, Beautiful Beaches and 
Riverfront Parks With Stupendous Views— 

 
New York City (August 8, 2022) — NYC & Company, New York City’s 
official destination marketing organization and convention and visitors bureau 
for the five boroughs of New York City, invites locals and visitors alike to 
explore Queens Like a New Yorker as part of the organization’s “Get Local 
NYC” initiative.  
 
Plan a trip around tickets to see world-famous tennis stars at the U.S. Open 
or a Mets game at Citi Field. Pack a bathing suit and hit the beach in the 
Rockaways. Hop the subway to Jackson Heights or Flushing and enjoy food 
from around the world. Queens is also home to several major museums and 
arts venues, including the Museum of the Moving Image, Socrates Sculpture 
Park, the Noguchi Museum, MoMA PS1 and more.  
 
“Queens holds the Guinness Book World Record as the most ethnically 
diverse urban area in the world, with at least 138 languages spoken,” said 
NYC Company President and CEO Fred Dixon. “For visitors, it’s a great 
place to experience New York City’s diversity, including authentic cuisine 
from cultures around the world. It’s also a great place to watch tennis legends 
play at the U.S. Open, travel back in time to the 1964 World’s Fair, or take a 
beach day at the Rockaways. Whether you want to visit the home of jazz 
great Louis Armstrong, see contemporary art at MoMA PS1 or enjoy a night 
out at a bar or brewery, Queens is the ultimate destination.” 
 
GETTING THERE AND GETTING AROUND 
Planes, ferries, buses and trains: There are so many ways to get to Queens.  
 
The No. 7 subway line is one of the best ways to experience Queens. Take 
the train from Times Square, Fifth Avenue or Grand Central to Court Square 
to visit MoMA PS1 in Long Island City. Use the 7 train’s Jackson Heights-
Roosevelt Avenue stop to explore a bustling neighborhood packed with Latin 
American and Asian eateries and businesses. For Mets games or the U.S. 
Open, take the 7 to Mets-Willets Point. And for Asian food, shopping and 
New York City history, stay on the train to the last stop in Flushing. The N 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/
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and W lines serve Astoria, the A train goes to Rockaway, and the M, R and F 
lines go to Forest Hills and Jamaica. 
 
Visitors flying into New York City will land at either LaGuardia or John F. 
Kennedy airports in Queens. Taxis, rideshares and express buses are 
available to and from the airports. For $5, the AirTrain takes passengers from 
the A line’s Howard Beach-JFK station to JFK Airport. For public transit to 
and from LaGuardia, take the Q70 LaGuardia Link bus from the Jackson 
Heights or Woodside stations on the No. 7 subway line.  
 
Several NYC Ferry routes serve Queens from Manhattan and Brooklyn for 
just $2.75 each way, with stops in the Queens neighborhoods of Long Island 
City, Astoria and Rockaway.  
 
HOTELS 
More than 100 hotels are located in Queens, from major brands like Hilton, 
Hyatt, IHG and Marriott, to boutique hotels like the Collective Paper Factory 
and Boro Hotel in Long Island City or Rockaway Hotel + Spa, billed as an 
urban beach getaway. The Renaissance New York Flushing Hotel as 
Tangram just opened today. A number of hotels are located within a mile or 
two of the airports, including the Hyatt Regency JFK Airport at Resorts World 
New York City. One of the city’s most popular hotels is onsite at Kennedy 
Airport: the TWA Hotel, housed in the landmark Eero Saarinen–designed 
flight center. Guests can even watch jets taking off from the TWA Hotel’s 
rooftop pool.  
 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
Queens has 91 neighborhoods, more than any other borough. At 109 square 
miles, it’s also the largest of New York City’s five boroughs. Below are some 
highlights and attractions. 
 
LONG ISLAND CITY  
The ferry to Long Island City leaves passengers by Gantry Plaza State Park, 
a 12-acre waterfront oasis with gardens and stunning views of Manhattan 
across the river. The park is named for its restored industrial gantries. These 
structures were built 100 years ago on the waterfront to load and unload rail 
car floats and barges. The park also preserves a beloved local landmark: an 
enormous red Pepsi-Cola sign, which once adorned a bottling plant.  
 
MoMA PS1 is one of the country’s largest contemporary art institutions and 
an affiliate of Manhattan’s Museum of Modern Art. It’s located less than a 
mile from Gantry Park and just a few blocks from the Court Square subway 
station (7, E, M or G lines). In addition to exhibitions, MoMA PS1 hosts 
performances and concerts and has an onsite Greek restaurant.  
 
For drinks in Long Island City, try the popular craft cocktail bar Dutch Kills. 
For beer, visit Big aLICe Brewing, Fifth Hammer Brewing, or ICONYC 
taproom and beer garden. Long Island City has also become a hub for Asian 
food and culture. Dining options include Hupo, a Michelin Guide-rated spot 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
https://www.ferry.nyc/
file://///nycvb.nycvisit.com/Public/Departments/Communications/Private/Communications%20Shared/Announcements%20and%20Projects/2022%20Announcements%20and%20Projects/Get%20Local/Borough%20Press%20Releases/Queens/nycgo.com/hotels
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/long-island-city/
https://www.nycgo.com/nightlife/fifth-hammer-brewing
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for Szechuan cuisine; Möge Tee or MTea LIC for bubble tea, sweets and 
more; Cyclo for Vietnamese comfort food; Tuk Tuk for Thai; Sapps for 
Japanese food; Yumpling for dumplings and other Taiwanese dishes; and the 
Koufuku Mart for provisions and groceries.  
 
Sneakerheads will want to visit Extra Butter, an Asian-owned streetwear and 
footwear store; comic book fans should head to Royal Collectibles. And 
here’s a unique destination: Underpenny Plane and Cast Iron Museum, a 
showcase for 19th century artifacts including ornate penny banks, cast-iron 
bells, wood planes, and horse-and-carriage toys. Some are for sale; some 
are for show.  
 
Culture Lab LIC is an arts and culture hub presenting local, national, and 
international art of all genres, while supporting New York artists and other 
nonprofits by providing space, resources and a sense of community. It exists 
to directly support groups and individuals making a positive difference in the 
community, and is dedicated to upholding equity, diversity and inclusion 
across all platforms. 
 
ASTORIA 
Astoria is known for authentic Greek food, with popular spots like Stamatis 
Restaurant, Telly’s Taverna, Taverna Kyclades and Agnanti. However, the 
neighborhood is also home to three unique arts venues. 
 
The Museum of the Moving Image is dedicated to the history of film, 
television and digital media. Its collection includes vintage film equipment; 
costumes and props from famous movies and shows; video games and other 
interactive activities, and exhibitions about popular shows like “The Walking 
Dead,” plus screenings and an ongoing exhibition devoted to Muppets 
puppeteer Jim Henson. The museum is also a testament to the area’s 
filmmaking history: It’s housed in a building that was part of a 1920s film 
studio, and it’s located across the street from Kaufman-Astoria Studios, a 
modern film and TV production facility whose credits include “Sesame 
Street.” To get to the museum by subway, take the R or M to Steinway Street 
or the N or W to 36th Avenue. 
 
Socrates Sculpture Park hosts large-scale contemporary artworks and 
multimedia installations in an outdoor waterfront park near the Astoria ferry 
stop. Across the street from the park, the Noguchi Museum showcases work 
by the Japanese American artist Isamu Noguchi in what was originally his 
home and studio. Noguchi was renowned for his modernist stone sculptures, 
landscape architecture, and for “akari,” which are handcrafted paper lanterns 
in geometric shapes. Noguchi’s iconic akari designs, including his widely 
imitated ribbed white sphere, are practical as well as beautiful: they are used 
as paper shades for lighting fixtures and have become classics of modern 
home decor. 
 
Other places worth a visit in Astoria include the Bohemian Hall & Beer 
Garden; the West African restaurant Nneji and its sister gift shop Ibari; 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
https://mogeteeusa.com/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/koufuku-mart-long-island-city
ps://www.culturelablic.org/
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/astoria/
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Q.E.D. performance venue and comedy club; Amadeus nightclub; The Last 
Word, an upscale bar, and Icon Astoria, a gay bar with DJs and drag shows. 
 
SUNNYSIDE, JACKSON HEIGHTS AND EAST ELMHURST 
One of the first stops as the 7 train heads into Queens is Sunnyside’s 40th 
Street-Lowery Street station. Worthwhile destinations nearby include Nita’s 
European Bakery, Alewife Brewing and Thalia Spanish Theatre, which hosts 
live performances in English and Spanish.  
 
Next stop on the 7 train: Jackson Heights-Roosevelt Avenue. Two-thirds of 
Jackson Heights residents are foreign-born, and they’ve turned the 
neighborhood into a culinary paradise with cafes, restaurants and sidewalk 
stands dishing up food from around the world. Jackson Heights is also home 
to one of the City’s largest LGBTQ+ communities.  
 
Latin American eateries include La Gran Uruguaya cafe, bakery and 
restaurant; Urubamba Restaurant (Peruvian); El Palacio de los Cholados 
(frozen treats); the Arepa Lady (stuffed Venezuelan patties made from corn 
meal), and Mariscos El Submarino (try the shrimp cocktail with avocado 
slivers in a thick, cold red sauce). Or just take a walk beneath the elevated 
train tracks and sample whatever the street vendors are selling.  
 
Jackson Heights also has a cluster of Tibetan and Nepalese restaurants 
(Lhasa Fast Food, Mustang Thakali Kitchen, Himalayan Yak, and Phayul), 
along with a vibrant community known as Little India centered around 74th 
Street between Roosevelt and 37th avenues. Indian restaurants and eateries 
include the Jackson Diner, Delhi Heights and Dosa Delight. Shops include 
India Sari Palace; Patel Brothers, a marketplace for spices and groceries; 
Butala Emporium, which sells religious items; and numerous jewelry stores.  
 
There’s endless global cuisine to choose from, including a popular Middle 
Eastern spot, El Toum; Thai food at Sompong Thai or Arunee; and Japanese 
food at Tomo. And the eclectic menu at the Queensboro Restaurant, which 
features dishes from around the world. The pedestrian square on 37th Road 
between 73rd and 74th streets is appropriately named Diversity Plaza. 
 
For those yearning for pancakes or burgers, Jackson Heights even has a 
beloved American diner, the Jax Inn. And there’s French food in the Jackson 
Heights Shopping Center (which is actually located in the nearby East 
Elmhurst neighborhood) at the popular Bistro Eloise and Cannelle Patisserie. 
Another East Elmhurst favorite is Cassidy’s Ale House.  
 
Gay bars and clubs in Jackson Heights include Friends Tavern; Hombres 
Lounge; and the Latin gay clubs True Colors and New Club Evolution. 
Queens Pride House, an LGBTQ+ community and cultural center, is located 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
https://www.nycgo.com/venues/qed
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/sunnyside/
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/jackson-heights/
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in Jackson Heights, and the neighborhood also hosts the annual Queens 
Pride Parade.  
 
Jackson Heights has a historic district as well, preserving Tudor, 
Romanesque and Renaissance garden apartment buildings. A unique sign in 
the historic district honors Alfred Mosher Butts, who invented Scrabble there 
in 1938. The street sign at the corner of 81st Street and 35th Avenue is 
designed to look like a set of Scrabble tiles, with a numerical value shown for 
each letter in the word “Avenue” and the “th” in “35th” (The sign is worth 14 
Scrabble points.)  
 
CORONA  
Take the 7 train to the Mets-Willets Point station to reach Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, and Citi Field, 
where the Mets play baseball. The tennis stadium is not only an amazing 
place to catch rising stars and world-famous legends at the U.S. Open — but 
it’s a great place to eat. The onsite Food Village offers a wide variety of 
terrific options from poke bowls and curry to kosher pastrami sandwiches and 
barbecue.  
 
The World's Fair opened in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in 1964, and 
many Queens landmarks and institutions located in and near the park are 
connected to the fair. Two 100-foot-tall NASA rockets stand outside the New 
York Hall of Science, a museum that opened soon after the World’s Fair. The 
Unisphere, a 12-story steel globe that was built for the fair, has become an 
icon of Queens and New York City. The globe has been featured in movies 
like “Spider-Man: Homecoming,” “Men in Black” and “Iron Man 2.”  
 
The Queens Museum is housed in a building that dates to the 1939 World's 
Fair. Its most famous display, the "Panorama of the City of New York," is a 
scale model of the city that debuted at the '64 fair. The panorama, updated in 
1992, includes models of every building built before 1992 (nearly 900,000 in 
total), along with every street, park and bridge, on a scale of 1 to 1,200. The 
island of Manhattan is 70 feet long, the Empire State Building 15 inches tall.  
 
Flushing Meadows Park is also home to a zoo, a vintage carousel, and the 
Playground for All Children, one of the first outdoor playgrounds designed to 
accommodate children with disabilities. On certain Saturday evenings in 
spring, summer and fall, the park hosts the Queens Night Market, featuring 
mom-and-pop vendors selling homemade food from around the world. The 
Queens Botanical Garden is nearby too.   
 
Other Corona treasures include the Lemon Ice King of Corona, selling Italian 
ices for more than 75 years (and shown on the TV series “King of Queens”); 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
https://www.nycgo.com/boroughs-neighborhoods/queens/corona/
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and the Louis Armstrong House, a historic house museum where jazz great 
Louis Armstrong and his wife lived from 1943 until his death in 1971.  
 
FLUSHING 
Last stop on the 7 train is Main Street, Flushing. In 1657, residents of 
Flushing sent a letter demanding freedom of religion to Peter Stuyvesant, 
governor of the Dutch colony that eventually became New York City. It’s an 
appropriate historical footnote for contemporary Queens, home to hundreds 
of thriving churches, mosques, synagogues, and temples reflecting its 
diversity. The Flushing Freedom Mile marks 21 sites connected to the 
neighborhood’s history, including the Bowne House, where, in 1662, John 
Bowne invited Quakers to meet in defiance of an order from Gov. 
Stuyvesant, and the Macedonia A.M.E. Church, an Underground Railroad 
site that sheltered African Americans fleeing slavery. 
 
Today Flushing is a predominantly Asian American neighborhood. Just steps 
from the Flushing subway stop is the New World Mall, renowned for its food 
court featuring Thai, Vietnamese, Chinese, Korean, Japanese and Uyghur 
food. Elsewhere in the neighborhood, check out Ten Ren Tea & Ginseng; 
Fay Da bakery; Tian Jin Dumpling House; the Flushing Ice Cream Factory; 
San Soo Kap San (Korean barbecue) and Ganesh Temple Canteen, a South 
Asian vegetarian cafeteria in a Hindu temple. Visit Anime Castle for graphic 
novels, toys and other anime merchandise, and check out Alumni of New 
York, a high-end sneaker, hip-hop and streetwear boutique founded by 
Korean Americans Gene Han and Jaeki Cho.  
 
For a day of Korean-style wellness, visit Spa Castle, located about two miles 
from Flushing in the College Point neighborhood of Queens. It’s a five-story, 
100,000-square-foot spa with saunas, pools, a gym, massages, scrubs and 
more.  
 
ROCKAWAY, JACOB RIIS PARK, AND JAMAICA BAY WILDLIFE 
REFUGE 
When New Yorkers want to get away from it all without leaving the city, they 
often head to Rockaway. This peninsula on the Atlantic Ocean is 5 and a half 
miles long but just a few blocks wide; it’s famous for big waves, surfers and a 
small-town vibe.  
 
Rockaway was hard hit by Superstorm Sandy in 2012, but the ocean 
boardwalk has been rebuilt and its beaches attract millions of visitors each 
year. Designated surfing areas are located at Beach 68-71 streets, Beach 
87-91 streets, and Beach 110-111 streets; it’s fun to watch the surfers 
catching waves and lessons are available for newcomers. Mom-and-pop 
vendors serve up great food in concession areas on the beach and on the 
neighborhood’s side streets. Popular dining spots include the Bungalow Bar, 
Uma’s and Rockaway Beach Surf Club.  
 
To get there, take the A train or a ferry. The hour-long trip by boat from Wall 
Street in Manhattan is just $2.75 (the price will increase to $4 beginning 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
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September 12) and comes with spectacular views of Lower Manhattan, 
Coney Island, and even the occasional pod of dolphins frolicking in the open 
water. The boat also picks up passengers in Brooklyn. The ferry docks on the 
bay side of the Rockaway peninsula, and from there it’s a short walk along 
108th Street to the ocean beaches. Ferry service ends early in the evening, 
so pay attention to the schedule for return trips.  
 
Street parking in the Rockaways is limited during beach season, but there’s a 
large paid parking lot at Jacob Riis Park on the southeastern side of the 
peninsula. Riis is part of Gateway National Recreation Area, so it doesn’t 
have the neighborhood feel or local streets found elsewhere in the 
Rockaways, but it does have a beautiful beach and fantastic food vendors. 
Riis can also be reached by a free shuttle bus from the Rockaway ferry drop-
off site, or via the Q35 bus or Q53 to the Q22 bus. 
 
The Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge is also part of Gateway National Recreation 
Area. It’s located on an island connected by bridges to the Howard Beach 
section of Queens on one side and to Rockaway on the other. More than 300 
species of birds have been spotted at the wildlife refuge. There are hiking 
trails, activities led by park rangers, and ponds for hand-paddled watercraft. 
To get there by public transit, catch the Q53 bus to Cross Bay Boulevard-
Wildlife Refuge or take the A to Broad Channel. 

Visitors to Riis, Rockaway and the wildlife refuge can also take advantage of 
bike lanes and multi-use paths for bikers, skaters and pedestrians. Look for 
the red and green routes on the National Park Service Jamaica Bay 
Greenway map or consider doing all or part of an 18-mile bike loop around 
the area that includes an adjacent section of Brooklyn.  

REGO PARK AND FOREST HILLS 
Some 50,000 Bukharian Jews from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan 
have settled in Queens in the last few decades, mostly in Rego Park and 
parts of Forest Hills. That’s led to a new nickname for the area: Queensistan. 
It’s also given rise to well-regarded eateries like Shashlichnaya Restaurant 
and the Rokhat Kosher Bakery. Elsewhere in Rego Park, Knish Nosh is 
famous for its knishes; Andre’s Hungarian bakery is across the street. The M 
and R trains stop at 63rd Drive in Rego Park.  
 
Just east of Rego Park, Forest Hills has several pop-culture claims to fame. 
Spider-Man fans may recall that Peter Parker lived in Forest Hills; the Beatles 
played Forest Hills Stadium in 1964. The stadium still puts on a full schedule 
of events, with upcoming concerts by Death Cab for Cutie and the Yeah 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
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Yeah Yeahs, along with a show called “The Big Climate Thing” featuring 
Haim, The Roots, Sheryl Crow and more.  
 
Members of the legendary punk rock band The Ramones met at Forest Hills 
High School. A mural depicting the band can be seen on the Thorneycroft 
Ramp between 66th Road and 66th Avenue near 99th Street. 
 
RIDGEWOOD 
Gottscheer Hall has been serving German food and beer in Ridgewood for 
nearly a century, but newer businesses in the neighborhood reflect its 
growing Latino community, including Pupusas Ridgewood (Salvadoran 
stuffed tortillas); Cachapas y Mas (Venezuelan street food); the Dominican-
owned eateries Cafe Moca, Listo El Chimi and Chiquita’s; Super Pollo 
(Ecuadoran rotisserie chicken); Las Chilangas (Mexican); and Tequila Time, 
a bar and restaurant that’s women-led and LGBTQ+-friendly. Small 
businesses in the area include Stay Forever (gifts, accessories and jewelry) 
and Deep Cuts record store. Take the M train to Forest Avenue or the L to 
Myrtle-Wyckoff (Myrtle-Wyckoff is actually in Brooklyn, but it’s a short walk 
from there to Ridgewood).  
 
RICHMOND HILL  
Little Guyana, one of many ethnic enclaves in Queens, is located in 
Richmond Hill and Ozone Park. The neighborhood is also home to many 
New Yorkers with roots in Trinidad and other parts of the Caribbean. Little 
Guyana Bake Shop, Trini Delite Roti Shop, TrinCiti Roti Shop, Bakewell 
Bakery & Restaurant, Shivram’s Bakery and Sybil’s are among many 
eateries located along Liberty Avenue and Lefferts Boulevard. Shops selling 
saris reflect the Indian heritage that many Guyanese and Trinidadian families 
have. Take the A train to the Lefferts Boulevard stop.  
 
JAMAICA AND ST. ALBANS 
The many Black-owned restaurants, shops and cultural spots in the Jamaica 
section of Queens speak to the neighborhood’s African American and Afro 
Caribbean identity. Caribbean food is on the menu at The Door, Genesis 
Restaurant, Bebe Fritay and Jamaican Flavors. Go meatless at DeeGee’s 
Vegan 360, or try the Soul Sundays menu at Burgers Tacos Wings & 
Seafood. For an evening out, visit Vibes, a lounge with good food and music. 
Check out Rotten Apple Wear for Queens-themed gear, and VP Records, a 
record shop and headquarters for a reggae-and-soca record label.  
 
Soak up some history at the King Manor Museum and Rufus King Park, 
named for an anti-slavery advocate and signer of the U.S. Constitution. See 
what’s happening at Roy Wilkins Park, which is named for the civil rights 

mailto:press@nycgo.com
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activist and which hosts events like the Jamaica Jerk Festival. Wilkins Park is 
also home to the Black Spectrum Theatre Company.  

Jamaica has a substantial Bangladeshi community as well. Admire the 
jewelry, saris, and salwar kameez garments on display at Riwaz, and check 
out eateries like Ghoroa and Dhaka Sweets. 

In the nearby St. Albans neighborhood, take a walk around the beautiful 
Addisleigh Park Historic District, known for its early 20th century Tudor and 
neo-Colonial Revival homes. Many famous African Americans lived here at 
one time, including Jackie Robinson, Lena Horne, Ella Fitzgerald and Count 
Basie.  

For further information on exploring Queens, visit nycgo.com/queens. 
 
About NYC & Company: 
NYC & Company is the official destination marketing organization and convention 
and visitors bureau for the City of New York, dedicated to maximizing travel and 
tourism opportunities throughout the five boroughs, building economic prosperity 
and spreading the positive image of New York City worldwide. For all there is to 
do and see in New York City, visit nycgo.com. 
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