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DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD MEETING 

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024 

9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

ONE VISITORS CENTER CIRCLE 

MANTEO, NC 27954 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

I. Call to Order    

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence  

 
III. Approval of Agenda 

     

IV. Approval of Minutes from the March 21, 2024 Meeting 

 

V. Public Comments   
 

VI. Presentations 

                          1.  NPS Year in Review-Dave Hallac, Superintendent, National Parks of Eastern NC 

  2.  Boardwalk Update-Jay Wheless & John DeLucia  

 

VII. Chair/Steering Committee Report   

1.  Outer Banks Sailing Association-James Eaton 

  

VIII.  Budget & Finance Report 

1. Monthly Reports 

2. Proposed Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget 

       

IX. Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Updates    

 

X.        Old Business 

 

XI.      New Business 

  

XII.     Board Member Comments 

   

XIII. Set Date, Time, and Place of Next Meeting   

 

XIV. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 

DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2024 

9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MANTEO, NC 27954 

 

 

ATTENDING:  Monica Thibodeau, Chair; David Hines, Vice Chair; Tod Clissold, Treasurer; Dennis 

Robinson, Assistant Treasurer; Mark Ballog, Mark Batenic, John Head, Richard Hess, Tess Judge, Wally 

Overman, and Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel.  

 

EXCUSED ABSENCE, Tonia Cohen, Secretary; Terry Gray, and Mike Siers. 

 

STAFF: 

Lee Nettles, Executive Director  
Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  

Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist  

Lorrie Love, Tourism Sales and Events Manager  

Jeff Schwartzenburg, Community Engagement Manager 

Aaron Tuell, Public Relations Manager 

 

OTHERS ATTENDING: Drew Pearson, Director, Dare County Emergency Management; John DeLucia, 

Albermarle & Associates. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m.  The Board then recited the pledge of allegiance, followed by a 

moment of silence.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mr. Robinson moved to approve the agenda. Second by Mr. Hess. There was 

no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mr. Hess moved to approve the meeting minutes from February 15, 2024 

meeting.   Second by Mr. Overman. There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no public comments made. No written comments were received.  

 

PRESENTATIONS: Drew Pearson, Dare County Emergency Management Director, made a presentation on 

the “Love the Beach, Respect the Ocean” campaign (attached). 

 

John DeLucia, Albemarle & Associates, noting that the CAMA permit for the boardwalk at the Soundside 

Event Site had been denied, and recommended seeking additional guidance in navigating the variance 

process.  Albemarle and Associates and Legal Counsel both suggested to engage with Brough Law Firm, who 

has experience in these matters.  Following discussion, Mr. Hess moved to engage Brough Law Firm to work 

with Albemarle & Associates, Legal Counsel, and Staff. Second by John Head. There was no further 

discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

Mr. Hess left the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 
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BUDGET AND FINANCE REPORT:  Mr. Clissold presented the FY 2023-2024 Budget Amendment.  

In the General Fund, increases were made to the Event Grant Line Item, Professional Services, Workers 

Comp, Travel Show Exhibits, and the Audit.  In the Restricted Fund, increases were made to the Fireworks 

Grant, Short Term Unappropriated, and the Event Site line items. In the Event Site Fund, increases were made 

for Other Professional Services, and Repairs and Maintenance. 

 

Mr. Overman moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget Amendment. Second by Mr. Batenic. 

There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

Mr. Clissold reviewed the meals and occupancy receipts received.  Receipts for fiscal year 2023-2024 were 

up .49 % compared to 2022-2023 actual receipts.   

 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT:  The Chair reviewed the following recommended award amounts 

for [4th of July] Fireworks Grant: 

 

Municipality/Organization Eligible Grant Recommended Amount 

Avon Property Owner Assoc $14,875.00 

Town of Kill Devil Hills $12,400.00 

Town of Manteo $19,000.00 

Town of Nags Head $13,750.00 

 

Mr. Hines moved to approve the Fireworks Grants as presented. Second by Mr. Robinson. There was no 

discussion. The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

The Chair reviewed the Long Term Restricted Fund Grant Extension Request from the Graveyard of the 

Atlantic Museum.  Mr. Overman moved to approve granting an extension to June 30, 2024. Second by Mr. 

Robinson.  There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (10-0). 

 

GRANTS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Lee Nettles spoke on the following Event Grant Award 

recommendations: 

Organization 2024 Events Recommended 

Amount 

Chicamacomico Historical Assoc. 
150th Anniversary of the Life Saving Service $9,000.00 

Shuck Hatteras Oyster Festival $6,000.00 

Community Care Clinic of Dare Billfish Tournament $3,000.00 

Dare County Arts Council 

Outer Banks Veteran’s Week $5,000.00 

Pride Arts Project $4,000.00 

Surfalorus Film Festival $3,000.00 

Eastern Surfing Association, OBNC 

District 

Eastern Surfing Championship $19,500.00 

First Flight High School Good Guys vs Cancer Basketball $15,000.00 

First Flight Rotary 2024 Oink and Oyster Roast $2,500.00 

Hatteras Community Sailing 
Lighthouse Maritime Regatta $6,000.00 

Wind & Waves Maritime Regatta 
 

$3,500.00 

Hatteras Island Youth Education 

Fund 

Surfin’ Turkey 5k and Puppy Drum Fun Run $6,500.00 

Just in Case 
Vusic OBX Concert at Roanoke Island Festival Park $15,000.00 

Fall Concert Series $27,000.00 

Nags Head Surf Fishing Club 
F. Boyden Youth Fishing Tournament $1,500.00 

Nags Head Surf Fishing Tournament $4,000.00 

NC Beach Buggy Association Red Drum Fishing Tournament $5,000.00 

OBX Jeep Invasion OBX Jeep Invasion $12,000.00 
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OBX Pride OBX Pridefest $11,000.00 

Outer Banks Conservationists Island Farm Pumpkin Patch $5,000.00 

Outer Banks Home Builders Assoc. Parade of Homes $5,000.00 

Outer Banks Seafood Festival 

 

Outer Banks Seafood Festival $35,000.00 

Outer Banks Sporting Events 
Outer Banks Marathon $18,000.00 

Outer Banks Triathlon $9,000.00 

Peace Garden Projects Outer Banks Environmental Film Festival $3,500.00 

Roanoke Island Historical Assoc. Oyster Shellabration & Cookout $3,500.00 

The Rogallo Foundation OBX Brewtag $10,000.00 

Soggy Bones Which Craft Surf Gathering $2,500.00 

Town of Duck Duck Jazz Festival $9,000.00 

Town of Manteo Dare Days $19,000.00 

 Total Amount Requested $278,000.00 

 

Mr. Hines moved to excuse Mr. Ballog and Mr. Clissold from voting on the Outer Banks Room in the Inn 

recommendation.  

 

Mr. Hines moved to recommend awarding Outer Banks Room in the Inn an event grant in the amount of 

$20,000.00. Second by Ms. Judge. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (8-0). 

 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU UPDATES:   

 

Lee Nettles reviewed: 

• the recent Marketing Committee meeting 

• Board and Staff attendance at the upcoming Visit NC Tourism Conference 

• a presentation to the Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce Leadership Class 

• the Marketing dashboard and visitation numbers.  

 

Jeff Schwartzenberg reviewed the second Long Range Tourism Management Plan Special Committee 

meeting and topics covered in that meeting.  

 

Lorrie Love noted the return of student groups, an upcoming familiarization tour, and Spring events at the 

Soundside.  

 

Aaron Tuell reviewed recent and upcoming appearances on the Hampton Roads show, and other public 

relations efforts. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business before the Board. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business before the Board. 

 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: The Chair gave a brief report on the VisitNC Tourism Conference. 

Staff will share some of the facts and figures provided at the conference.  

 

Mr. Robinson thanked the Board for the grant extension.   

 

Mr. Ballog noted the upcoming Taste of the Beach and Soft Shell Crab week. He thanked the Board for the 

grant towards 12 Bars of Christmas and noted plans to expand the event.  

Ms. Judge reviewed the State of the Child conference, noting that childcare is a major issue for working 

families in Dare County.  
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Mr. Batenic noted the new EMS station in Southern Shores was nearing completion and the sidewalk along 

the east side of Duck Road was complete.  

 

SET DATE, TIME, AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 

April 18, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in Curtis Creech Memorial Boardroom, Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 

Administrative Office, Manteo, NC. 

 

The Chair asked if there was any further business before the Board. Hearing none, the Chair adjourned the 

meeting at 10:54 a.m. 

 

ATTESTED: 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
Clerk, Dare County Tourism Board 



























































































Marketing Dashboard

FY 23/24 Diff. % Change

47,549 10,185 27%

Completed Video Views 30,567,571 12,084,219 65%

Website Sessions 3,345,613 450,000 16%

Online Communities

Email Subscribers 118,884 -8,293 -7%

Facebook 718,000 1,712 0%

X (Twitter) 40,869 -819 -2%

Instagram 130,818 1,625 1%

Pinterest 23,500 0 0%

TikTok 96,400 33,300 53%

Online Communities Subtotal 1,128,471 27,525 3%

Google Analytics 4 (GA4) began July 2023

23,500

1,100,946

127,177

716,288

41,688

129,193

63,100

2,895,613

thru MARCH 2024

Trackable Guide (Print - Virtual)

FY 22/23

37,364

18,483,352















































 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT REPORT – APRIL 18, 2024 
 

Long-Range Tourism Management Plan  
 

Special Committee Meeting Update: April 10, 2024 

Following committee Chairman Dennis Robinson’s welcome and a Community 

Engagement report, the following topics were discussed: 

• Outer Banks Promise: The committee reviewed the latest revisions to the Outer 

Banks Promise and gained consensus to present the DRAFT to the Dare County 

Tourism Board during its meeting on April 18. On the next page, you will find a 

brief introduction to the concept of a destination pledge, links to other 

destination pledges, and a DRAFT of the Outer Banks Promise. 

 

• Review of LRTMP Goal #2: Adopt an integrated approach to improving 

environmental stewardship 

o Next step action items include: 

▪ Collaborating with environmental partners to gather data and 

understand how it can be used to better communicate key 

environmental matters and concerns to residents and visitors. 

▪ Continuing to enhance outdoor recreation stewardship efforts. 

 

• Review of LRTMP Goal #3: Support infrastructure development that supports 

residents and visitors 

o Next step action items include: 

▪ Building an inventory of local infrastructure partners and collaborating 

with these groups to offer a tourism perspective on the areas that 

overlap with the goals and strategies of the LRTMP. 

▪ Working with local stakeholders to gain a better understanding of 

accessibility efforts and related inventory in Dare County and 

enhancing the awareness and communication of that access. 

The next meeting of the Special Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 

9:15am at the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau administrative offices on Roanoke Island. 

The meeting is open to the public, although seating in these meetings is limited. 
 

Community Engagement & Outreach 

Community Meetings & Events 

4/11/24 – 2nd Annual NPO Mission Mixer (Outer Banks Brewing Station) – co-host with OBCF 

4/20/24 – Earth Fair OBX Celebration (Jockey’s Ridge State Park) – partner/exhibitor 

4/23/24 – Coastal Environmental Educators Network (CEEN) Meeting – OBVB host 

4/24/24 – Outer Banks Forever Board Meeting – presenter  

5/18/24 – Our State Outer Banks Voluntourism Event (The Elizabethan Gardens) – partner 



Destination Pledge 
DRAFT FOR DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD REVIEW 
 

Included as a strategy in the Outer Banks Long-Range Tourism Management Plan (LRTMP) 

within Goal #1 (Strengthen Resident and Visitor Engagement) is the recommendation to create 

a destination pledge. Such a pledge (or promise) has been crafted by several destinations 

around the world – particularly in recent years – and is designed to communicate the important 

values of a destination with the goal of positively influencing and encouraging a commitment to 

responsible behaviors, including inspiring greater respect for the natural environment, local 

culture and safety. Examples from other destinations include: 

Aspen, CO | Big Sur, CA | Kauai, HI | Sedona, AZ | Telluride, CO | Finland | Iceland 

 

As an action item to the implementation of the LRTMP, the Dare County Tourism Board Special 

Committee has crafted a DRAFT of an Outer Banks Promise for the Board to review at its 

meeting on Thursday, April 18, 2024. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

THIS IS A DRAFT — PLEASE DO NOT SHARE WITH OTHERS PRIOR TO 

THE DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD’S CONSIDERATION ON APRIL 18, 2024. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Outer Banks Promise 
The Outer Banks is an amazing natural wonder that has been the source of historic 
achievements and supported a special way of life for generations. Let’s keep it that way and do 
our part. Look out for one another, be aware and prepared for any situation and work together to 
protect this place that we love. So let’s promise to: 

  

• Discover this land of history and inspiration with a spirit of kindness and appreciation. 

• Turn “what ifs” into “let’s prepare.” 

• Pack it in, pack it out. Leave no trace. 

• Wander with wonder, sticking to roads and paths. 

• Soak up the beach vibes while giving respect to Mother Nature’s wild side. 

• Be a wildlife star, observing animals safely from afar. 

• Support local. Small acts have big impacts. 

 

 

 

https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/
https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/outer-banks-pledge/
https://aspenchamber.org/pledge
https://www.cabigsur.org/big-sur-pledge/
https://alohapledge.com/
https://visitsedona.com/sustainable-tourism-plan/sedona-cares-pledge/
https://www.telluride.com/discover/blog/take-the-tell-u-right-pledge/
https://www.visitfinland.com/en/sustainable-finland-pledge/
https://pledge.visiticeland.com/


Outer Banks Non-Profit Community Updates 

March/April 2024 eNewsletter 
 

RSVP for 2nd Annual Non-Profit Mission Mixer on April 11 
The Outer Banks Community Foundation and the Outer Banks 
Visitors Bureau are pleased to announce that the 2nd Annual Non-
Profit Organization Mission Mixer will take place on Thursday, April 
11, 2024 at 5pm at the Outer Banks Brewing Station. Admission is 
FREE for Outer Banks non-profits. The event is an opportunity to 
network with others who are making a difference in our community. 
 
Mark Ballog, owner of Lucky 12 Tavern, will be the featured 
speaker and will take you through his recent collaborations with 
non-profits and the 12 Bars of Christmas holiday bar tour 
activation, which helped raise more than $28,000 for local 
organizations. We hope to see you on April 11! 

 

_____________ 
 

DCTB Special Committee:  
March 13 LRTMP Meeting Recap 
The Dare County Tourism Board Special 
Committee for the Long-Range Tourism 
Management Plan (LRTMP) held its second 
meeting on March 13. The meeting provided an 
opportunity for the members to discuss the 
committee’s role and structure. Next steps include: 

• Prioritizing LRTMP strategies and 
tactics that the group can lead and look to accomplish in 2024 

• Identifying the local organizations, commissions and committees who are already 
working on projects and initiatives that overlap with the strategies within the LRTMP 

• Gathering data from these various groups to better inform and educate the Special 
Committee on aspects that apply directly to the strategic goals in the LRTMP 

_____________ 
 

 
Social Impact:  
Accessibility at Wright Brothers National Memorial 
A recent video post on the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau social media 
pages spotlights the tremendous accessibility considerations that you'll 
find at the Wright Brothers National Memorial that enhance the visitor 
experience for those with visual and mobility impairments. 
 
Did you know the Wright Brothers National Memorial is accessible for 
those with visual and mobility impairments? The brochure can be 
provided in Braille, and audio descriptions of exhibits are available at the 
front desk. There are also plenty of accessible parking spots near the 
visitor center and paved pathways throughout the memorial. 
 

https://conta.cc/3PushOE
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g2POhcU-hDZTqzzvCMyvro8L5jRPaQpDlVEJeuFn7CpNvJbqu0ezpE63mzIjwEpjMj-6jpt1PmG1AQZB6TA2LDkLAuoJ-VytTKQKNZehTwF56W-Yz1Ga6UndS0Av1ct0mU275pCG4voKhKMTwlv1pIY9hOg_qX7tIj5UFvkyqjQQxLbU4wekhut3DKZhmS3TpkSjznaHxqmU0Opz_VPGkw==&c=MCWapLcXsAutf7iwB_Fto5VSS8Db-eHE0mNWxe8G52fAGtCh4KL9zg==&ch=jreizNQ-wDghi3jMpyICgg6YIpc-8MiWsPSZ_TqAJwDRs3AgFNIxtg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g2POhcU-hDZTqzzvCMyvro8L5jRPaQpDlVEJeuFn7CpNvJbqu0ezpE63mzIjwEpjMj-6jpt1PmG1AQZB6TA2LDkLAuoJ-VytTKQKNZehTwF56W-Yz1Ga6UndS0Av1ct0mU275pCG4voKhKMTwlv1pIY9hOg_qX7tIj5UFvkyqjQQxLbU4wekhut3DKZhmS3TpkSjznaHxqmU0Opz_VPGkw==&c=MCWapLcXsAutf7iwB_Fto5VSS8Db-eHE0mNWxe8G52fAGtCh4KL9zg==&ch=jreizNQ-wDghi3jMpyICgg6YIpc-8MiWsPSZ_TqAJwDRs3AgFNIxtg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g2POhcU-hDZTqzzvCMyvro8L5jRPaQpDlVEJeuFn7CpNvJbqu0ezpE63mzIjwEpjf7hEd_-c9jCiqYPtBn9wepKovcPRxHpjbmZV4rlRRuE2lpgF552J9HHhmkk1RyEvTKs6srSEuBFtm6ATiQ7nVw==&c=MCWapLcXsAutf7iwB_Fto5VSS8Db-eHE0mNWxe8G52fAGtCh4KL9zg==&ch=jreizNQ-wDghi3jMpyICgg6YIpc-8MiWsPSZ_TqAJwDRs3AgFNIxtg==
https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/
https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/
https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/lrtmp-committee-and-meetings/
https://www.outerbanks.org/partners/long-range-tourism-management-plan/lrtmp-committee-and-meetings/
https://www.facebook.com/TheOuterBanks/videos/780734160583067/
https://www.facebook.com/TheOuterBanks/videos/780734160583067/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g2POhcU-hDZTqzzvCMyvro8L5jRPaQpDlVEJeuFn7CpNvJbqu0ezpE63mzIjwEpjMj-6jpt1PmG1AQZB6TA2LDkLAuoJ-VytTKQKNZehTwF56W-Yz1Ga6UndS0Av1ct0mU275pCG4voKhKMTwlv1pIY9hOg_qX7tIj5UFvkyqjQQxLbU4wekhut3DKZhmS3TpkSjznaHxqmU0Opz_VPGkw==&c=MCWapLcXsAutf7iwB_Fto5VSS8Db-eHE0mNWxe8G52fAGtCh4KL9zg==&ch=jreizNQ-wDghi3jMpyICgg6YIpc-8MiWsPSZ_TqAJwDRs3AgFNIxtg==
https://vimeo.com/925072990
https://www.facebook.com/TheOuterBanks/videos/780734160583067/


 



What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay contributes 
an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, souvenirs, and local 
taxes. – American Bus Association 

 
 

TOURISM SALES & EVENTS | INDUSTRY RELATIONS ACTIVITY – APRIL 2024 
 
TOURISM SALES | Recent Trade Show Activity: 
Bureau Staff had the pleasure of attending the Southeast Tourism 
Society 2024 Domestic Showcase (STS Domestic) held from March 
20-23, 2024, in Little Rock, Arkansas. At this southern state only 
focused trade show, staff connected with 27 tour operators who 
visited the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau booth as per their 
scheduled appointments. These meetings resulted in exciting new 
leads from several tour and travel companies that had not 
previously explored the Outer Banks. We are pleased about the 
potential of welcoming these groups to our area.  
  
What is STS Domestic Showcase? The Southeast Tourism Society Domestic Showcase empowers a 
diverse network of tourism professionals through Education, Advocacy, Recognition, and Networking. 
Its members operate charter, group tour, special operations, and contract services (commuter, school, 
transit). This is a valuable show to network with our out-of-state tour operators and group leaders to 
help incentivize and showcase Dare County. 
 
Staff is currently working on sending out sales leads to industry partners and following up with tour 
operators. 
               
TOURISM SALES | Upcoming Group Planner FAM Tour: 
Star Destinations | April 23 -25, 2024: Tourism Sales is pleased to welcome 18 Group Planners from 
Iowa for a 2-night familiarization (FAM) tour of the stunning Outer Banks. Many of them will be 
experiencing our region's beauty for the first time. Specializing in organizing travel for bank travel 
clubs, they're excited to explore what our area has to offer. This FAM tour, starting in Richmond and 
spanning two states, will showcase the unique attractions and activities of the Outer Banks. Attached is 
their itinerary for your review.  
We are pleased to extend invitations to Board Member to attend the following Group FAM dinner events: 

• Tuesday, April 23rd | Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café | 6:30pm 
• Wednesday, April 24th | Blue Moon Grille | 6:00pm 

Please let Amy or Lorrie if you are interested in attending one of these dinner opportunities.  
               
TOURISM SALES | Request for Proposals:  
The Bureau sent out the following request for proposal recently to our industry partners:  
 

• Bauer Compressors, October 17-18, 2024, Group Rooms and Meeting Space, 18 people, 18 rooms, 
group meals, meeting space.    



What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay contributes 
an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, souvenirs, and local 
taxes. – American Bus Association 

 
 

The Soundside Event Site | Calendar Attached:   
Staff continues to work with event planners for events held at the Soundside Event Site. Please find attached the 
2024 Events Calendar for your review.  
              
 
INDUSTRY RELATIONS | OBX Soft-Shell Week| May 13 – 18, 2024:  
The following Restaurants have signed up to participate in the 2nd Annual Soft-Shell Week, which is 
double from 2023.  

• 1587 Restaurant & Lounge 
• Basnight's Lone Cedar Cafe 
• Black Pelican Restaurant & Catering 
• Blue Moon Beach Grill 
• Blue Water Grill 
• The Bonzer Shack 
• Cafe Pamlico 
• Chilli Peppers Coastal Grill 
• Dirty Dick's Crabhouse 
• Goodwinds Restaurant and Wine Bar 
• Goombays Grille & Raw Bar 
• Greentail's Seafood Market and Kitchen 
• Henry's Restaurant 
• Jolly Roger 
• Kill Devil Grill 

• Lost Colony Taverne 
• Lucky 12 Tavern 
• Miller's Waterfront 
• NC Coast Grill & Bar 
• Outer Banks Brewing Station 
• Poor Richards Sandwich Shop 
• Red Drum Grill & Taphouse 
• Red Sky Casual Dining & Cocktails 
• The SaltBox Cafe 
• Sandtrap Tavern 
• Shipwrecks Taphouse & Grill 
• Snow Bird Burgers & Cones 
• Trio Restaurant & Market 
• Two Roads Tavern 

 
The event website has been launched and we are working on producing video blogs with our local 
restaurateurs and watermen that will show how the crabs molt to soft-shells, how to clean and cook 
them as well as where to purchase. 
 

“The Fun Starts When the Shell Comes Off” 
               
 
INDUSTRY RELATIONS | OBX Tourism Summit| Thursday, November 7, 2024:  
SAVE THE DATE!!! We're excited to share the date and 
location for the 10th Annual OBX Tourism Summit! Join 
us at the Pioneer Theatre in Manteo on Thursday, 
November 7th, from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. We're planning 
an engaging theme and lining up great speakers for this 
important event. Stay tuned for more details in the 
coming months! 

 
 

https://www.outerbanks.org/events/outer-banks-soft-shell-crab-week/?view=grid&sort=date


2024 Soundside Event Site Schedule

Name of Event Date of Event Event Times (times may change as event draws closer) Number of Atteedees Event Planner Site Reserved

OBX Rod and Custom Festival Friday, May 2- Saturday, May 4, 2024 10:00am - 6:00pm 500-750 Michael Tillett -252-305-5789 Tuesday, April 30 – Monday, May 6, 2024

Holy Ghost Fire Revival Friday, May 17-Sunday, May 19, 2024 7:00pm-11:00pm 250-500 Sharon Ethridge Friday, May 17-Sunday, May 19, 2024

Soundside Fun Fair Thursday, June 6-Sunday, June 9, 2024 5:00pm - 10:00pm 4000 - over all the event day; about 800 per night

Jody Caldwell - 757-620-8204; 
Sara Sampson-252.441.0614 

x2 Tuesday, June 4 – Monday, June 10, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, June 19, 2024  (rain date: Friday, June 21) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, June 19, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, June 26, 2024  (rain date: Friday, June 28) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, June 26, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 3, 2024 (rain date: Friday, July 5) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, July 3, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 10, 2024 (rain date: Friday, July 12) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, July 10, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 17, 2024 (rain date: Friday, July 19) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, July 17, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 24, 2024 (rain date: Friday, July 26) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, July 24, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 31, 2024 (rain date: Friday, August 2) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, July 31, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 7, 2024 (rain date: Friday, August 9) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, August 7, 2024

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 14, 2024 (rain date: Friday, August 16) 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Wednesday, August 14, 2024

Soundside Market Sunday, September 1, 2024 9:00am-1:00pm 500-750 (Not all at one time) Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 Sunday, September 1, 2024

Outer Banks Sailing Association Friday, September 6 - Sunday, September 8, 2024 9:00am - 5:00pm 200 Hardy Peters - 252-489-3491 Friday, September 6 - Sunday, September 8, 2024

Sumospeed Beach Bash Saturday, September 14, 2024 11:00am - 6:00pm 1000- (Not all at one time) Nick Gressley - 757-681-2563 Saturday, September 14, 2024

OBX Jeep Invasion Friday, September 20 - Saturday, September 21, 2024 9:00am - 5:00pm 1000 Steve House - 252-305-9258 Thursday, September 19 - Sunday, September 22, 2024

Garage Band Charities Cruise Saturday, October 5, 2024 10:00am - 5:00pm 250-500 Michael Tillett -252-305-5789 Friday, October 4 - Saturday, October 5, 2024

Down the Road Surf & Art Festival Sunday, October 13, 2024 11:00am -8:00pm 1000 Ryan Jones Saturday, October 12 - Monday, October 14, 2024

Outer Banks Seafood Festival Saturday, October 19, 2024 10:30am - 6:00pm 8000-10000 (Not all at one time) Karen Brown - 252-564-2852 Wednesday, October 16-Wednesday, October 23, 2024

OBX Brewtag Monday, October 28, 2024 11:00am - 6:00pm 4000-5000 Sara Miller - 252-305-5561 Wednesday, October 23-Tuesday, October 29, 2024



 
 

 

STAR.DESTINATIONS.№.8680.OBX.FAM.Tour 
 

Tuesday, April 23 | Outer Banks Adventure 

Late-Morning: 

Depart Virginia Beach for the Outer Banks of North Carolina. 

Depart for the Outer Banks of North Carolina! A 
100-mile stretch of wide-open shoreline just off 
the coast of North Carolina, these barrier islands 
of the Outer Banks are a different kind of place. 
Out here, it’s easy to fill an entire day with once-
in-a-lifetime quests. From elusive legends to the 
very real artifacts still being discovered under 
our feet and below the waves, the Outer Banks 
continues sharing its treasure today that 

inspires a true sense of adventure. From Duck down to Hatteras, each town and island along our 
coastline offers a unique experience not soon forgotten. 

1:30pm Embark on an exhilarating Corolla Wild 
Horse Safari adventure. Led by expert guides, 
traverse the sandy shores and mari�me forests 
aboard specially equipped 4x4 vehicles, designed to 
navigate the wilderness with ease. Encounter the 
legendary wild horses, descendants of Spanish 
mustangs, as they roam freely along the shoreline 
and through hidden coves. Learn about their rich 

history, behavior, and ongoing conserva�on efforts, capturing stunning photographs of these 
majes�c creatures against the backdrop of the ocean and towering sand dunes. This safari 
promises not only wildlife encounters but also a profound connec�on with the untamed spirit of 
the Outer Banks. 

 

 

http://www.outerbanks.org/


4:15pm Currituck Beach Light, Corolla Heritage Park. Step 
back in �me as you visit the majes�c Currituck Beach Light, 
a historic landmark that has guided mariners since 1875. 
Explore the grounds and visit the lighthouse keeper's 
quarters, where you can discover fascina�ng exhibits and 
ar�facts detailing the history of the lighthouse and its 
keepers. 

5:30pm Check-in to the Holiday Inn Nags Head Oceanfront, a beachfront oasis offering 
spectacular views and modern ameni�es. Relax and unwind in your comfortable 
accommoda�ons, taking in the soothing sound of the waves crashing against the shore. 

Holiday Inn Nags Head Oceanfront, 4701 South Virginia Dare Trail, Nags Head, NC 27959 
Phone: (252) 441-0454; Holiday Inn Nags Head Oceanfront 
 
6:30pm Welcome Dinner at Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café. Savor a deligh�ul culinary experience 
at Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café, renowned for its fresh local seafood and coastal-inspired cuisine. 
Enjoy waterfront dining with panoramic views of the Roanoke Sound, crea�ng the perfect 
ambiance for a memorable evening. 

Return to the Holiday Inn Nags Head Oceanfront.  

Op�onal Evening Ac�vity: Take a leisurely stroll along the pris�ne shoreline of Nags Head, 
where you can feel the so� sand beneath your feet and breathe in the salty sea air. 

 

Wednesday, April 24 | Outer Banks Adventure 

Breakfast at the Holiday Inn Express at your leisure. 
 
8:30am Meet your Island Guide, Danny Couch of Hateras Tours in the lobby of the hotel  
 
8:45am Depart the for your tour of our Northern Beaches and the Roanoke Island  
 
9:00am Jockey's Ridge State Park, begin your day with an exhilara�ng visit to Jockey's Ridge State 
Park, home to the tallest natural sand dune system in the Eastern United States. Learn about the 
intricate dune and eco systems of one of the most visited State Parks in our state.  
 
 

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/nags-head/nghob/hoteldetail


10:15am Wright Brothers National Memorial; Immerse 
yourself in the historic achievements of Orville and Wilbur 
Wright. Discover the cap�va�ng story of the first powered 
flight through interac�ve exhibits and life-size replicas of 
the Wright brothers' aircra�. If we have �me we’ll climb Big 
Kill Devil Hill for a closer look at the towering granite 
monument, honoring their pioneering spirit. 

 
12:00pm Following your visit to the Memorial, venture to 
Bodie Island Lighthouse:  Completed in 1872 on the north 
side of Oregon Inlet near the northern border of the Cape 
Hateras Na�onal Seashore, the familiar black and white 
horizontal striped structure was partly built of materials 
le�over from the construc�on of the newest Cape 
Hateras Lighthouse. We’ll climb to the top to check out 
the view! 

 

12:45pm Downtown Manteo Waterfront; Lunch and 
shopping on own. Check out a few of the locally owned 
shops and bou�ques. Stop by the Roanoke Marshes Light 
and the Roanoke Island Mari�me. If �me permits, also, 
check out Elizabeth II ship across the creek at Roanoke 
Island Fes�val Park. This ship is a replica of the one that 
brought the first English setlers to our shores.  

 

2:30pm Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, Learn about 
Sir Walter Raleigh’s explorers and the colonists who 
atempted to found setlements here on the north end 
of Roanoke Island in 1585 and 1587. Also located here is 
the Roanoke Island Freedman’s Colony. The Freedman’s 
Colony is recognized as an historic Na�onal Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom site.  

 

Next, we’ll walk over to The Lost Colony Outdoor Drama  



3:00pm Informational talk about the Lost Colony 
Outdoor Drama, The Waterside Theatre is where you 
will start your backstage tour of The Lost Colony, the 
oldest symphonic outdoor drama in the United States.  
Learn about the excitement and tragedies of Paul 
Green’s Pulitzer Prize and Tony award winning 
symphonic outdoor drama, The Lost Colony, the longest 
in the United States and its award-winning costumes by 
New York designer, William Ivy Long. The play recounts 

the historical events leading to the disappearance of the first English colonists who setled on 
Roanoke Island over 400 years ago. The play is held during the summer months of June 
through August.  

 
3:30pm Tour of the Elizabethan Gardens, Stroll through 
the majes�c Gardens, which were designed as a living 
memorial to Queen Elizabeth and the Lost Colony. The 
Gardens include a collec�on of Renaissance statues and 
Elizabethan style buildings that let you image you are 
back in the �me of Queen Elizabeth I. Spring-�me tulips 
lead to an ever-changing palete of year-round color 
from hydrangeas, na�ve plants, perennials and 
camellias. 

 
6:00pm Group Dinner at Blue Moon Beach Grille in Nags Head; Gather with your travel 
companions for a memorable group dinner at Blue Moon Beach Grille, located in the vibrant 
town of Nags Head. Indulge in a feast of fresh seafood and regional special�es, accompanied by 
refreshing cocktails and beach breezes, as you reminisce about the day's adventures in Dare 
County's Outer Banks. 

Return to the Holiday Inn Nags Head Oceanfront.  

Op�onal Evening Ac�vity: Take a leisurely stroll along the pris�ne shoreline of Nags Head, 
where you can feel the so� sand beneath your feet and breathe in the salty sea air. 

 

 
 
 



Thursday, April 25 | Outer Banks Adventure 

Depart the Outer Banks for your homeport. We thank you for visi�ng our chain of barrier 
islands and hope you will back come soon!  

Airport Departures. 



 

 

Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: April 2024 
 

TELEVISION APPEARANCES 
  

Hampton Roads Show | Mar 28, 2024 Public Relations Manager Aaron Tuell returned to the Hampton 
Roads Show on WAVY 10 to promote travel to Dare County, this time accompanied by Michele Bunce, 
Economic and Community Development Director for the Town of Manteo and Rebecca Meyers with 
VusicOBX concert series. They discussed upcoming local events such as Taste of the Beach, The Lost 
Colony Wine, Culinary and Arts Festival, The Flying Pirate Half Marathon and the OBX Rod and Custom 
Festival. The VusicOBX concert series was highlighted along with new developments in Manteo. The next 
appearance is scheduled for April 25, 2024 to talk about Outer Banks Soft-shell Crab Week.  

 

 
 
https://www.wavy.com/hr-show/spring-into-the-obx/ 

 
PRESS TRIPS 

 
Southern Living | April 2024 Aaron and the team are working on a feature for 2025 in Southern Living, 
hosting a journalist on assignment for the publication. They are in the planning stages of developing an in-
market itinerary for a visit this spring. 
 
Our State | Feb 2024 The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau public relations team helped assistant editor Chloe 
Klingstedt tour the Bodie Island Lighthouse and see a sunrise in Rodanthe as part of the magazine’s editorial 
schedule. 
 
SPONSORED CONTENT 
 
RV There Yet? | April 10-13, 2024 RV enthusiasts Patrice and her husband Kevin McCabe are returning to 
the Outer Banks to complete filming for the episode which will air in Season 3 of the show on Discovery 
beginning in April to a potential audience of 88 million. Once the 13-week run of Season 3 is done on 
Discovery, then it moves to MotorTrend with 76 million viewers plus a host of popular streaming 
channels. 

 



 

 

 
EARNED MEDIA 

 
Le Figaro | Mar 2024 “Journey to the Outer Banks” Aaron and the team hosted a VisitNC referral for 
French magazine Le Figaro back in June 2023, with a readership of 1.3 million print readers and 25 million 
online web visitors. The photography is gorgeous. 
 
AAA Magazine | Mar 2024 “Your Guide to the Outer Banks” Aaron and the team pitched writer Janna 
Graber for AAA Extra Mile magazine about multi-generational travel to the OBX and she turned the story 
just in time for spring. https://bit.ly/3xrZSCK 
 
USA Today 10 Best | Mar 2024 “Untamed America: 10 Best National Wildlife Refuges to Visit” Pea Island 
National Wildlife Refuge was named #9 in the best list roundup by USA Today readers. 
https://bit.ly/497u5UR 
 
EARNED MEDIA – IN DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
Allianz | May 2024 Popular Raleigh-based influencers Caz and Craig Makepeace have a project with 
Allianz Travel about wellness travel and moms taking a much needed break. They’re featuring a few Dare 
County businesses, including Sanderling Resort in Duck as part of their campaign coverage. The 
Makepeaces run ThisIsRaleigh.com and YTravelBlog. 
 
ConventionSouth Magazine | May 2024 Writer Paige Townley is working on a story for the May issue of 
the group trade publication about islands of the South that would be ideal for hosting meetings/events. 
Tourism Sales and Events Manager Lorrie Love and Aaron teamed up to provide her information and 
quotes for the upcoming spring issue due out in May. 

 
Select Traveler | May 2024 Writer Cynthia Barnes interviewed Public Relations Manager Aaron Tuell for 
the group trade publication focused on banker travel and bank travel clubs. The story will be a roundup of 
destinations which have notable historic events. 
 
Our State | June 2024 Chloe Klingstedt is an assistant editor at Our State magazine. We assisted with her 
with travel itinerary in February for coverage of the Outer Banks in the June 2024 issue. It will include the 
Hatteras Island Fishing Pier in Rodanthe and the Bodie Island Lighthouse. 
 
AAA Magazine | July 2024 The PR team pitched the Soundside Summer Market this winter for an 
upcoming calendar coverage in the motor club magazine. Due out July 2024. 

 
Fodor’s Travel | Sep 2024 Aaron and the PR Team assisted a writer from the travel enthusiast publisher 
who is now working on a North Carolina story to come out September 2024. 

 
MEDIA MARKETPLACES 

 
Travel South Global Week | April 8-11, 2023 Aaron joined the VisitNC publicists and other state PR pros 
for an international media conference organized by Travel South. Aaron met with a couple dozen media 
from Canada and the UK and secondary international markets during the event to discover joint 
opportunities to work together in 2024-2025.  
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SOUTHEAST STATES (HTTPS://CLUBALLIANCE.AAA.COM/THE-EXTRA-MILE/COLLECTIONS/EXPLORE/SOUTHEAST) |
TRAVEL INSPIRATION (HTTPS://CLUBALLIANCE.AAA.COM/THE-EXTRA-MILE/COLLECTIONS/EXPLORE/TRAVEL-
INSPIRATION)

NAGS HEAD, KITTY HAWK, FAMOUS OUTER BANKS
LIGHTHOUSES, AND MORE

Janna Graber

(https://cluballiance.aaa.com/the-extra-mile/authors/janna-graber)

Sometimes, you just need to see the ocean. Perhaps that’s why a beach vacation is such a popular
getaway. Beach holidays are especially popular with families. My extended family and I recently spent
a week in Outer Banks, North Carolina. It was an excellent fit for our multigenerational group.
  

(https://ads.midatlantic.aaa.com/advertpro/servlet/click/zone?
zid=349&pid=0&lookup=true&position=1)



4/11/24, 1:52 PM Your Guide to the Outer Banks, North Carolina | AAA | AAA Club Alliance

https://cluballiance.aaa.com/the-extra-mile/articles/explore/southeast/your-guide-to-the-outer-banks 2/8

The Cape Hatteras National Seashore opened in 1953 as America’s first national seashore, and is
home to some of the largest tracts of undeveloped oceanfront on the East Coast at nearly 70 miles
long and 30,000 square acres. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
WHERE ARE THE OUTER BANKS? 
If you’ve never been there, the Outer Banks is a string of skinny barrier islands off the coast of North
Carolina. Storms and winds constantly reshape the island chain, but the region is known for its
excellent beaches and quirky small towns. Each of its 21 coastal villages has its own personality and
vibe.
  
You can drive the whole length of the Outer Banks, including the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore (https://www.outerbanks.org/things-to-do/attractions/cape-hatteras-
national-seashore), on the 138-mile Outer Banks National Scenic Byway. Top destinations in the
Outer Banks include Duck, Southern Shores, Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nags Head, and more.
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The islands of the Outer Banks are connected by two-lane coastal highway NC 12. Most of the
Outer Banks is less than a mile wide but stretches for 130 miles north to south. Photo courtesy
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
   
HOW TO GET TO THE OUTER BANKS
We flew into the closest airport, which is Virginia’s Norfolk International Airport. It’s about 90 minutes
by car to the Outer Banks, depending on the traffic. There are two ferries providing car passage to
the Outer Banks from the mainland, or you can get to the islands by bridge. The Wright Memorial
Bridge is the most popular. U.S. Route 158 connects Point Harbor on the mainland with Kitty Hawk
on the Outer Banks.
  
Keep in mind that traffic in the Outer Banks can be slow at times, especially on Saturdays during the
summer. That’s because most visitors stay in weekly rental homes which turn over on Saturdays. If
you can begin and end your trip on another day of the week, you can avoid much of this traffic.
  

Summer is the peak season for the Outer Banks, when the weather is best, and children are on
summer break. You’ll find smaller crowds and better prices if you visit in the late spring or early fall.
  
WHERE TO STAY IN THE OUTER BANKS
While there are resorts and hotels, the most popular accommodations are Outer Banks vacation
rentals. We rented a six-bedroom home right on the beach in Southern Shores. The beach was wide
and clean. The water was warm, and our family spent hours playing in the waves. In the evenings,
we’d walk on the beach at sunset. When it grew dark, the kids pulled out flashlights and looked for
tiny crabs scurrying across the sand.
  

F I N D  A N  A G E N T

AAA Travel Advisors can provide vacation planning guidance to make your next trip unforgettable. Find a

Travel Advisor (https://cluballiance.aaa.com/travel/agent-search)
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There are several professional management companies that rent vacation homes in the Outer
Banks. You’ll also find homes for rent on short-term rental platforms like VRBO. The Outer Banks
Tourism Bureau offers Tips on How to Rent a Vacation Home in the Outer Banks
(https://www.outerbanks.org/blog/post/how-to-rent-a-vacation-home-on-the-
obx/).

Elizabethan Gardens Statue. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
THINGS TO DO IN THE OUTER BANKS
There’s no doubt that the most popular attraction here are the Outer Banks beaches, but you’ll find
other activities to suit any age, from mini golf to museums. Although we didn’t go fishing, the Outer
Banks is a popular place for sports fishing. Here were some of our family’s favorite activities in the
Outer Banks.
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The Cape Hatteras Lighthouse is the tallest brick lighthouse in America at 208 feet, and one of
three lighthouses you can climb on the OBX seasonally. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
   
1. OUTER BANKS LIGHTHOUSES 
The Outer Banks is famous for its five lighthouses, and the grandparents in our family had these on
their bucket list. At 208 feet high, the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse
(https://www.nps.gov/caha/planyourvisit/chls.htm) is the tallest brick beacon in the
nation. For more than a century, it has warned sailors of the treacherous Diamond Shoals off Cape
Hatteras. Today, you can visit the museum and visitor center to learn about its history.
  
The Bodie Island Lighthouse is 150 feet high and is a favorite with photographers. It played a vital
role in the Civil War, when Confederate troops destroyed the former lighthouse to keep Union forces
from using it as an observatory. It was rebuilt after the war.
  
The newest lighthouse is the Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse. Built in 1857, it was decommissioned in
1955. It offers several exhibits about Roanoke Island and its maritime heritage.
   

The Lost Colony Outdoor Drama. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
2. SEE THE LOST COLONY AT WATERSIDE THEATER
In 1587, 117 English men and women settled on what is now Roanoke Island. When English supply
ships returned three years later, every trace of them had vanished.
  
No one knows for sure what happened to the colonists. The mystery of the Lost Colony
(https://www.npca.org/articles/3604-the-lost-colony-an-outer-banks-mystery)
continues to this day. The outdoor performance of “The Lost Colony” at the Waterside Theater on
Roanoke Island dramatically portrays the story of the colonists.
  
3. WILD HORSE SAFARI
Horses were brought to the region in the 1500s. They were either abandoned or escaped, and today,
wild horses can still be found on the northern beaches of Carova and Corolla. Several companies
offer wild horse safaris, and we went on a two-hour wild horse adventure with Corolla Wild Horse
Safari Tours. Riding in an open-air jeep, we explored the beaches of Corolla, learning about the area
and its history from our guide. We saw many wild horses in that very secluded part of the island. Tip:
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Bring water to drink during the tour.
  

Visitors can soar over the giant sand dunes of Jockey's Ridge State Park in a replica 1902 Wright
Glider, provided by a local outfitter, to enjoy a taste of what Orville and Wilbur must have felt at the
dawn of flight on the OBX. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
4. VISIT THE WRIGHT BROTHERS NATIONAL MEMORIAL
In 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright changed the world when they took the first flight. At the Wrights
Brothers National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills, you can walk the sandy hills where the brothers tested
their invention. In the museum, we learned all about the Wright family and their quest to fly. There’s
even a reproduction of the 1903 Wright Flyer, the plane that took the very first flight.
  

The Cape Hatteras National Seashore enjoys a wide variety of recreational uses, one being
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horseback riding adventures provided by local outfitters, touring the undeveloped beaches along
the Atlantic Ocean. Photo  courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
5. HORSEBACK RIDING
For our family, riding along the coast on horseback was a fun experience. Several outfitters offer
horseback riding right on the beach or on trails to the beach. One good option is Hatteras Island
Horseback Riding, which offers riding on the Cape Hatteras National Seashore and Recreation Area.
  

Breakwater Restaurant. Photo courtesy Outer Banks Visitors Bureau
    
6. DINING IN THE OUTER BANKS
There are several good restaurants in the Outer Banks. The region is known for its fresh shrimp, crab,
and oysters. Softshell crabs are a local delicacy and we tried them at a popular eatery called Get
Your Crabs. I thought their oysters were even better. Mahi Mahi’s Island Grill in Nags Head is known
for their award-winning Shrimp and Grits. We also liked Sooey’s BBQ for their hush puppies and
southern barbeque. And you can’t visit the Outer Banks without a visit to the famous Duck Donuts.
Tip: Order ahead for pickup, as there’s always a line. 

(https://www.facebook.com/AAAWorldMagazine)
 (mailto:?subject=Your Guide to the Outer

Banks, North Carolina&body=I just read this
article from AAA and thought that you might
be interested in it as
well.%0D%0Ahttps://cluballiance.aaa.com/the-
extra-mile/articles/explore/southeast/your-
guide-to-the-outer-banks)
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