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Executive summary
• In December, guest Demand among Dare County’s short-term lodging properties rose by 5.6% compared to last year, while Owner 

Nights fell by 14.3% Year-over-Year (YoY). As a result, Occupancy for the month decreased by 11.9% compared to last December. 
The adjusted Occupancy came to 27.0% throughout the county for the month.
• Each region throughout the Outer Banks saw Occupancy decrease in December compared to last year. Rentals on Hatteras Island 

saw the highest average Occupancy at 30.5%, followed by Roanoke Island at 29.2%, and Northern Beaches at 24.8%.
• Throughout Dare County, Average Daily Rate (ADR) dipped by 3.8% YoY to $202. The Northern Beaches remain the regional 

leader with an ADR of $260, followed distantly by Hatteras Island at $129, and Roanoke Island at $111. 

• Guest Demand among Dare County’s hotels increased in December, as properties sold 2.6% more guest nights compared to last 
year, causing Paid Occupancy to rise by 2.6% YoY. Hotels averaged 34.4% Occupancy for the month. 
• Hotel ADR also increased for the month, rising by 3.1% YoY to average $105 for the month. Paired with strengthened Demand, 

hotel Revenue increased by 5.8% YoY to total $830K in December. 

• In-market visitor spending on Visa cards totaled $19.1 million in November 2025, relatively unchanged from the same month last 
year with a slight 0.7% dip. Calendar Year-To-Date (YTD), visitor spending totals $418.5 million, up 2.2% YoY.
• Visitors from the Virginia Beach MSA (-0.4% YoY), Washington DC MSA (-4.1%), and Richmond area (+2.4%) were the largest 

domestic spenders in November. Overall, domestic visitor spending was just 0.7% lower compared to last year.

The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau

Sources: Key Data, Visa



Tax 

collections 

Data

The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau





















The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau

Historical 

Short -term 

rental data





Historical 

hotel data

The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau





The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau

Short -term 

rental 

pacing data



Dare county – Projected Occupancy by week
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Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026)
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Dare county – projected average daily rate
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Artificial Intelligence

Internet of Things

+42%

Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026)

$84 

$ 96 
$87 

$73 

$90 
$81 $85 

$76 

$93 

$ 142 

$168 

$189 

$116 

$139 $136 
$125 

$151 

$ 172 
$180 

$142 

$173 
$181 

$197 $197 

 $-

 $50

 $100

 $150

 $200

 $250

Pace by Week – Projected Average Daily Rate ($)

Current Year Previous Year



Dare county – projected average Booking window (days)
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Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026)
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Dare County hotels – projected Occupancy
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Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026, Sample = 12 hotels, 1,496 rooms)
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Dare County hotels – Average Daily rate

+45%

Artificial Intelligence
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+42%

Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026, Sample = 12 hotels, 1,496 rooms)
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Dare County hotels – revenue
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Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026, Sample = 12 hotels, 1,496 rooms)
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Dare County hotels – average booking window (days)
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Source: Key Data (as of 1/8/2026, Sample = 12 hotels, 1,496 rooms)
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