






College of the Albemarle History

Following WWII, the seven Albemarle coastal counties faced major economic 
challenges as a surge of veterans returned home. 

Population and demand for jobs continued to grow yet the 4 largest local 
industries remained seasonal: agriculture, fishing, lumber, tourism. Such 
pressures created demand for an educational facility to teach residents skills 
needed to succeed in changing world. 

● COA opened doors in 1961 with 113 students
● Classes in Dare County since 1969



Looking Ahead - Investing in the Future

A new consolidated state of the art campus will provide more programs and skills 
based technical opportunities for Dare County citizens.

● $7 million from Dare County Capital Improvements Plan
● $1.5 million state bond funds approved by voters in 2016

*Under NC Statutes Dare County is responsible for facility maintenance



COA Task Force Recommendations
● Held 5 formal Public Meetings to gather input from community

○ Received 26 Public Comments

● Flex Space 
Adaptations can be easy and affordable as curriculum needs change



COA Task Force Curriculum Ideas 

Hospitality - Culinary, Customer Service, 
Property Management, Housekeeping, 
Maintenance, Outdoor Recreation, 
Experimental Education

Trades - Plumbing, HVAC, Welding, 
Electrical, Mechanics, Carpentry

Early 
Childhood 
Education

Public Safety - EMS, EM, BLET, Fire Health Science - Nursing, Certified 
Nursing Assistant, X-RAY 

Aquaculture

Agricultural, Environmental & Natural 
Resources 

Learning Opportunities for 
Handicapped

Lifelong 
Learning

CDL Licensing Screenprinting College Prep



Existing Facilities & Offerings
Roanoke Island Campus
205 Highway 64 S. Business
Manteo, NC 27954

● Basic Skills Building/GED
● Professional Arts Building

○ Jewelry
○ HVAC
○ Welding
○ Drones
○ Pottery
○ Art

● Boat Garage
● Small Business Center
● Workforce Development  

Dare County Campus
132 Russell Twiford Road
Manteo, NC 27954

● Technology Education Center
● Library
● Student Center
● Labs
● Lecture Hall
● Information Highway Room

The following associate degrees can be completed without leaving 
Dare County through a mixture of traditional classroom, online and 
hybrid classes.

● Associate in Arts
● Associate in General Education
● Associate in Science



Dare Campus Professional Certifications
● Professional Craft Jewelry
● Certified Nurse Aide
● Welding 
● HVAC
● Early Childhood (Online Only)
● Hospitality Leadership

There are currently 400,000 
open welding jobs in U.S. and 

over 400 in North Carolina. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1FXdoqd4JzOnE5E9-m3jRQc-Hr1RDd98R/preview


Online - Learn Anytime. Learn Anywhere. 
● Criminal Justice 
● General Business Administration 
● Global Business Management
● Information Technology in Computer Programming
● Informational Technology Project Management
● Informational Technology Systems Administration
● Medical Assisting
● Medical Office Administration
● Supply Chain Management



General Education Transfer Agreement
Associate Degrees available at Dare County Campus
guaranteed to transfer to any UNC system university 

● Associate in Arts 
● Associate in Science

*Completion of these two-year degrees 
does not guarantee admission to specific universities



East Carolina University Partnership
Students will apply to a participating community college and ECU simultaneously 
and commit to maintaining full-time status. Upon completing an associate degree, 
they will seamlessly transition into degree-completion programs at ECU.

● Access to ECU Libraries
● ECU Office of Student Activities
● ECU One Card eligibility
● Joint Financial Aid Counseling
● Micro-Scholarship Opportunities
● Waiver of ECU transfer application fee



North Carolina Wesleyan College Partnership

Complete the following four year degrees online at the COA 
Dare County Campus through North Carolina Wesleyan College

● Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
● Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems
● Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice
● Bachelor of Science in Marketing



Dual Enrollment 

189 Dare County High School students are currently 
participating in dual enrollment. When they start college, 
students will have saved $98,158 in tuition and fees from 

the fall 2018 semester alone.



Cost Savings - 2 Years Undergraduate

*Tuition is set by the North Carolina General Assembly.

COA ECU NC State UNCW Appalachian 
State

Cost Per 
Credit Hour

$76 $166.41 $221 $234 $143

Tuition and 
Fees

$4,454 $14,376 $18,116 $14,096 $15,302

Room & 
Board

$0 $20,708 $22,156 $21,372 $14,368

Books & 
Supplies

$2,074 $2,864 $2,164 $2,252 $1400

Total $6,528 $37,948 $42,436 $37,720 $31,070



Student Loans

North Carolina ranks #10 in the 
nation for states with the most 
student loan debt.

Nearly 68% of seniors who 
graduated from public colleges 
in 2015 had student loan debt. 

2 Years COA + 2 Years ECU
2 Years at COA - $6,528
2 Years at ECU - $30,700
Total: $37,228
Monthly Student Loan Payment: $413

4 Years at ECU
Total: $68,648
Monthly Student Loan Payment: $762 

*Student Loan Payments based on 6% Interest 10 Years Repayment



Scholarships
COA Foundation Scholarships Available based on  

● Areas of Study
● Need
● Location of Residency
● Merit 

Scholarships Available for Students Transferring from COA to a 4 Year College

Additional scholarships for Dare County residents available through the Outer 
Banks Community Foundation



Added Value - Professional & Workforce Development

● NC Vehicle Safety Inspection
● Notary
● E-Notary
● Pool and Spa Certification
● Medication Aide
● Intro to Quickbooks
● Excel
● Spanish
● Housekeeping & Operations Specialist

● Maintenance Specialist
● Maintenance for Hospitality Industry
● Drones
● Teaching Students w/Autism 
● Nurse Aide I & II
● Video Production
● Basic Electricity
● Phlebotomy for Healthcare Workers
● Digital Photography



For more information
albemarle.edu/dare

252.473.2264

Bob Woodard, Trustee
woodard@darenc.com
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