
DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD MEETING 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2020 

9:00 A.M. 
OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

ONE VISITORS CENTER CIRCLE 
MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order   
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence  
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes from the January 16, 2020 Meeting 
 
V. Public Comments 
 
VI. Budget & Finance Report-Budget & Finance Committee Chair 
     
VII. Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Updates 

1. South Beach Grille Demolition Recommendation 
 

VIII.    Old Business 
 
IX.  New Business 
  
X.        Board Member Comments 

 
XI. Set Date, Time, and Place of Next Meeting 
 
XII. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 
DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020 
9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

ATTENDING:  Ervin Bateman, Doug Brindley, Tim Cafferty, Jamie Chisholm, Webb Fuller, Leo Holland, 
Myra Ladd-Bone, Karen Loopman-Davis, Bobby Owens, Jeff Pruitt, Pat Weston, and Jay Wheless, Legal 
Counsel.  
 
EXCUSED ABSENCE: Chuck Burdick, and the Kill Devil Hills Representative.  
 
STAFF:  
Lee Nettles, Executive Director  
Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  
Lorrie Love, Tourism Sales and Events Manager 
Aaron Tuell, Public Relations Manager 
Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist 
 
OTHERS:  Charlie Parker; Chris Sawin, Dare County Arts Council; Bill Coleman, The Lost Colony; and Dave 
Hallac, Superintendent, Outer Banks Group, National Park Service.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  The Board then recited the pledge of allegiance, followed by a 
moment of silence. 
 
OPENING: The Clerk swore in the following Dare County Tourism Board Appointees: 
 
Leo Holland, Town of Southern Shores   Jeff Pruitt, Town of Kitty Hawk 
Webb Fuller, Town of Nags Head   Ervin Bateman, Dare County Commissioners 
Tim Cafferty, Member at Large    Karen Loopman-Davis, Outer Banks Restaurant Assoc. 
Doug Brindley, Outer Banks Association of REALTORSÒ 
  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel, presented the Nominating Committee's 
recommended slate of officers, as follows:  
 

• Chair: Myra Ladd-Bone 
• Vice-Chair: Jeff Pruitt 
• Secretary: Webb Fuller 
• Treasurer: Pat Weston 
• Assistant Treasurer: Ervin Bateman 

 
Legal Counsel then called for nominations from the floor for the positions of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer.  Hearing none, Mr. Holland moved to close nominations. Mr. Cafferty 
seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Cafferty moved to approve the slate 
as presented. Mr. Holland seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Legal Counsel then turned the meeting over to the Chair.  
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Ms. Weston moved to approve the agenda. Mr. Fuller seconded. There was no 
discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Ms. Weston moved to approve the meeting minutes from December 19, 2019.   
Mr. Fuller seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Superintendent Hallac reviewed visitation at area sites and the priorities for the parks 
for the next one to three years. Bill Coleman welcomed the Board to audition for The Lost Colony. Chris Sawin 
reviewed the 7th Annual Veterans Week programming.  
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE REPORT:  Ms. Weston reviewed the meals and occupancy receipts received. 
Receipts for fiscal year 2019-2020 are up 3.66% over 2018-2019 actual receipts.  
 
OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU UPDATES: Lee Nettles reviewed paperwork, upcoming events and 
opportunities for Board members; Pamlico Jack’s ownership progress; and internet, inquiry, and visitation 
numbers.  
 
Lorrie Love reviewed a collaboration with AAA to inform their travel advisors on activities, lodging, and dining 
on the Outer Banks.  In addition to a familiarization tour, Bureau staff will host webinars for other AAA offices.  
 
Aaron Tuell reviewed upcoming media missions and recent press coverage of the Outer Banks.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business before the Board.  
  
NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business before the Board.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: There were no Board member comments made. 
 
SET DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING: The Board reached consensus to meet the third 
Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  
 
 The next meeting will be Thursday, February 20, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in Curtis Creech Memorial Boardroom, Outer 
Banks Visitors Bureau Administrative Office, Manteo, NC.  
 
Mr. Holland moved to adjourn. Ms. Chisholm seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed 
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 9:58 a.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Secretary, Dare County Tourism Board 

















































































TOURISM SALES & EVENTS ACTIVITY – FEBRUARY 2020 
 
Recent Trade Show Activity: Bureau staff recently attended the American Bus Association (ABA) 
Marketplace in Omaha, NE, January 11-14, 2020. 3,200 delegates attended the marketplace, including 850 tour 
operators.  Bureau Staff had a total of 35 pre-scheduled, qualified appointments; each appointment last 
approximately 7 minutes; it’s like speed dating for our destination. Please note that most DMO’s averaged 29 
pre-scheduled appointments. See attached for our appointment schedule. 
 
What Is A Marketplace? A commercial trade show that allows you to sell your destination to potential tour 
operators/companies in seven minutes.  Please note that staff is currently selling for the Fall 2019 and 2020 
seasons. 
 
What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter 
or tour making an overnight stay contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local 
economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, souvenirs, and local taxes. – 
American Bus Association 
 
Industry Relations staff attended the 17th Annual New York Times Travel Show in New York City on January 24-
26, 2020. The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau partnered with VisitNC; the North Carolina booth saw a high interest 
in the Outer Banks with a steady traffic flow throughout the travel show which included consumers, travel 
agents, bloggers and travel writers. Estimated attendance was a little over 35,000 people. Consumer shows are a 
great chance to promote the Outer Banks to potential visitors as well as hear feedback directly from past and 
future Outer Banks visitors.  
               
NPS Fee Increase Update for the Motorcoach Market:  The National Park Service has postponed 
the new Road Base Tour Operator Commercial Use Authorization (CUA) fees until January 2021. Bureau staff 
attended a seminar at ABA about these new fees, and it seems there are still a lot of uncertainties that still need 
to be worked out on a national level. Stay tuned for updates.  
 
What is a CUA? A commercial use authorization (CUA) allows an individual, group, company, or other for-profit 
entity to conduct commercial activities and provide specific visitor services within a national park unit. To find 
out more about the NPS CUA or visit: https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/commercial-use-authorizations.htm  
As it stands now beginning January 1, 2021 all Tour Operators, Motorcoach Companies and/or Tour Planners will 
have to have a current CUA for each National Park it visits. Please note the roll out of this program has been 
postponed twice since January 1, 2019. 
               
Upcoming FAM Tours: Tourism Sales is hosting the following FAM tour for the 2019/2020 fiscal year: 
AAA East Central Travel Counselors | March 26-29, 2020; The Bureau will host 20 AAA Travel Counselors for a 3 
night FAM tour of the Outer Banks. The Outer Banks of NC is their 2nd most trip tix request for the East Central 
offices. The East Central AAA offices are located throughout the greater Pittsburgh and Cleveland areas.  Our 
research continues to tell us Pennsylvania and Ohio are still in the top 10 states of origin for overnight visitors to 
the Outer Banks.  See attached for our FAM itinerary.  
Board Member opportunities are the following:  
Thursday, March 26, 2020:  6:30pm Dinner at Mulligan’s Grille in Historic Cottage Row, Nags Head 
Friday, March 27, 2020:  12:15pm Lunch at Diamond Shoals Restaurant, Buxton 
Friday, March 27, 2020: 6:30pm Dinner at Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café, Nags Head 
Saturday, March 28, 2020: Dinner at Blue Water Grill, Manteo 
 
Please let staff know if you’d like to attend one of these meals by March 19, 2020. 

https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/commercial-use-authorizations.htm


 
Outer Banks Webinar Program: 
Bureau staff is offering a new FREE service to valued AAA agents. The webinar takes the AAA Travel Specialist 
through what’s new and what’s popular on the Outer Banks of NC to help them create the ultimate AAA TripTik. 
See attached flyer recently emailed to AAA offices who currently receive our printed travel guides. Our next 
webinar is scheduled for Friday, February 21st.   
               
Request for Proposals: 
 
The Bureau sent out the following request for proposal recently to our industry partners:  

• Majestic Tours, June 3-5, 2020, 20 rooms, senior tour group 
• Star Destinations; April 25-29, 2021, 27 rooms, senior tour group 

 
               
2020 Outer Banks Tourism Summit: 
Mark your calendars now for the 8th Annual OBX Tourism Summit: Thursday, May 7, 2020; 8:00am – 3:00pm at 
the Sanderling Resort’s Event House in Duck. We are currently working on the agenda and securing our speaker 
line up. Stay tuned for more details. Held during National Tourism Week, May 3-9, 2020, the Summit brings 
together industry partners from all over Dare County to learn about the latest marketing trends, network with 
local tourism colleagues as well as catch up on the current topics facing the Outer Banks vacation industry.  
 
Again, this year we are offering an early bird registration discount, $45 per person until April 2nd.  After that date 
registration is $55 per person.  
 
Staff has put together a great line up of speakers for this year’s Tourism Summit that we are calling the DNA of 
Tourism. More information to follow. Below is a quick glance DRAFT schedule of events. Early-bird Registration 
has been launched to our industry partners. Speaker line up to be released one at a time over the next few 
weeks. 
 
Thurs, May 7: 8:00am – 8:45am OBX Tourism Summit Registration | Sanderling Event House 
Thurs, May 7: 9:00am – 3:00pm OBX Tourism Summit (Speakers, Lunch, OBVB report) | Sanderling Event House 
               
Future Trade Show Dates and Locations:  
 

• February 28-March 1, 2020: Adventure in Travel Consumer Show, Atlanta, GA 
• March 6-8, 2020: Adventure in Travel Consumer Show, Washington, DC 
• March 8-11, 2020: Travel South Domestic, Baton Rouge, LA  
• March 14 -15, 2020: Adventure in Travel Consumer Show, Philadelphia, PA 
• March 22-24, 2020: Visit NC  365, Asheville, NC 

 
 



Outer Banks of NC itinerary 
AAA East Center FAM Tour, March 26-29, 2019 

 

 

 
 

AAA East Central FAM Tour 
Legends, Lights and Lore – an Outer Banks of NC itinerary 

March 26 – 29, 2020 
 

Day One: Thursday, March 26, 2020 
Late afternoon/Early Evening Arrival. 
 
Check in to your oceanfront hotel: 
Holiday Inn Express Nags Head Oceanfront 
4701 S. Virginia Dare Trail, Nags Head, NC  
MP14; 252.441.0454 
 
6:30pm Casual Welcome Dinner at Mulligan’s Grille in 
Historic Cottage Row, 4005 S. Croatan Hwy, Nags Head, 
NC, MP 13 
You’ll need to drive your own car to the restaurant; it’s about 4 minutes south of the hotel. FAM transportation begins on 
Friday, March 26th. 
 

Day Two:  Friday, March 27, 2020 (Transportation will be provided for today’s adventures) 

Breakfast at the Holiday Inn Express at your leisure. 
 
8:15am Meet in the hotel lobby to prepare for today’s journey as we cruise the 
Outer Banks National Scenic Byway through the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore, our country’s first National Seashore, America’s First Beach.  
 
 
8:30am Depart the Holiday Inn Express with Hatteras Tours, our Island Guide is 
Danny Couch, a native of Hatteras Island.  
 
  
9:45am North Carolina Ferry System. Our first stop will be the Hatteras Ferry 
docks. Here’s you’ll get a feel for how the ferry system works and get 
information on both the vehicle and passenger ferries over to Ocracoke Island.  
 
 
 

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/nags-head/nghob/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=YextLocal-_-EX-_-US-_-NGHOB


Outer Banks of NC itinerary 
AAA East Center FAM Tour, March 26-29, 2019 

 

 
 10:00am   Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in Hatteras Village. A unique 
museum dedicated to preserving and interpreting the rich maritime history of the 
Outer Banks and the more than 2,000 known shipwrecks that rest of our coast. See 
cannons from Blackbeard’s Queen Anne Revenge, an Enigma machine from the U-
85, ship models and many other artifacts. Backstage tour with our tour guide.  
 

 
 
11:15am Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, the tallest brick beacon on the American 
coast with its black and white stripes, it stands at 208 feet high. Learn the 
marvelous history, which includes its half-mile move in 2000 away from the ocean. 
Admissions to the grounds are complementary, minimal fee to climb to the top. 
 
Lunch at Diamond Shoals Restaurant, Buxton, NC 

 
1:30pm Stop by the Chicamacomico Life Saving Station, A predecessor to the US 
Coast Guard, Chicamacomico is one of the most complete US Lifesaving Station 
sites in the nation, see historic buildings and a boathouse that housed the service 
that was the predecessor to the United States Coast Guard. Hear the history of 
daring ocean rescues by brave men who dedicated their lives to the sea. 
 

 
2:30pm Visit the Bodie Island Lighthouse:  Completed in 1872 on the north side of 
Oregon Inlet near the northern border of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
familiar black and white horizontal striped structure was partly built of materials 
leftover from the construction of the newest Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. We’ll climb 
to the top to check out the view! 

 
3:00pm Jockey’s Ridge State Park, See the East Coast’s tallest sand dune and one of 
the Outer Bank’s most phenomenal natural attractions. On-site visitor center, 
museum and gift shop. 

Kitty Hawk Kites; next we’ll head cross the street and stop in KHK’s adventure 
center to check out the different types of activities they offer; shopping at their 
flagship store.  

 
Stop by the hotel to freshen up if needed 
 
6:00pm Dinner at Basnight’s Lone Cedar Café, Nags Head causeway  
 
Return to the hotel after dinner. 

http://www.outerbanks.org/listing/?lid=504


Outer Banks of NC itinerary 
AAA East Center FAM Tour, March 26-29, 2019 

 

Day Three:  Saturday, March 28, 2020 (Transportation will be provided for today’s adventures) 

Breakfast at the Holiday Inn Express at your leisure. 
 
8:15am Meet your Island Guide, Danny Couch of Hatteras Tours in the lobby of the hotel  
 
8:30am Depart the Holiday Inn Express for your tour of the Northern Beaches and Roanoke Island. 
 
9:00am Tour the Wright Brothers National Memorial; See the place, where 
on a cold day in December, 1903 Wilbur  and Orville Wright changed the 
world forever as their powered airplane, the “Wright Flyer”, skimmed over 
the sands of the Outer Banks for 12 seconds before returning to the ground. 
The grounds include historical markers of each attempted powered flight, 
replica camp buildings and a 60-foot granite monument on top of Big Kill 
Devil Hill (a 90-foot dune) honoring the Wright brothers. Newly renovated 
visitors center recently opened with all new exhibits and many items have 
never been on public display.  
 

11:00am Exploring the Town of Duck, it’s exactly what you might expect. Hunters 
and gatherers have been flocking to the area since the 1800’s for its abundant 
waterfowl and peaceful settings. Take a stroll along the sound side boardwalk that 
runs the length of Town.  Unique boutiques and shops line the boardwalk and make 
for some great finds for you to take home!  Have lunch at one the locally owned 
restaurants nestled in this quaint waterfront vista. 
 

 
12: 15pm Lunch at the Blue Point Grill, Waterfront Shops, Duck, NC 
 
 
1:30pm Tour of the Elizabethan Gardens, Stroll through the majestic  
Gardens, which were designed as a living memorial to Queen Elizabeth and the 
Lost Colony. The Gardens include a collection of Renaissance statues and 
Elizabethan style buildings that let you image you are back in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth I. Spring-time tulips lead to an ever-changing palette of year-
round color from hydrangeas, native plants, perennials and camellias. 
 

 
2:30pm Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, See Sir Walter Raleigh’s explorers 
and colonists attempted to found settlements here on the north end of 
Roanoke Island in 1585. Also located here is the Roanoke Island Freedman’s 
Colony. The Freedman’s Colony is recognized as an historic National 
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom site. Newly renovated on-site 
visitor center, interpretive programs, nature trail.  
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AAA East Center FAM Tour, March 26-29, 2019 

 

**Walk next door to the Waterside Theatre ** 
 

3:15pm Informational talk about the Lost Colony Outdoor Drama, The 
Waterside Theatre is where you will start your backstage tour of The Lost 
Colony, the oldest symphonic outdoor drama in the United States.  Learn 
about the excitement and tragedies of Paul Green’s Pulitzer Prize and Tony 
award winning symphonic outdoor drama, The Lost Colony, the longest in the 
United States and its award-winning costumes by New York designer, William 
Ivy Long. The play recounts the historical events leading to the disappearance 
of the first English colonists who settled on Roanoke Island over 400 years 
ago. The play is held during the summer months of June through August.  

 
Drive by the North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island 
 
4:30pm Downtown Manteo Waterfront; walk along the streets named 
for the English Settlers and Native American’s who shaped our area. 
Check out a few of the locally owned shops and boutiques. Stop by the 
Roanoke Marshes Light and the Roanoke Island Maritime. Also, check 
out Elizabeth II ship across the creek. This ship is a replica of the one 
that brought the first English settlers to our shores. 

 
6:30pm Dinner at Blue Water Grill at Pirate’s Cove Marina 
 
Return to the hotel after dinner. 
  

Day Four:  Sunday, March 29, 2020  

Departure at your leisure. Thank you for attending our AAA East Central FAM Tour. We hope that you were able to learn 
more about our area to share with your clients.  
 



You’re

Invit
ed

Let our local experts help plan your TripTik. Give your 
staff the opportunity to ask questions in real-time!

Bucket List Adventures

Family Friendly Activities

Home to Three National Parks

Did you know, the OBX has more than just beaches?

 Contact Juliane Kelly to schedule your FREE webinar training.
Appointments filling up fast! 

kelly@outerbanks.org  |  877.629.4386  |  www.outerbanks.org

FREE Outer Banks Webinar
Join us for a 



THE OUTER BANKS PROJECT 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: February 2020 
 
PRESENTING 
 
North Carolina Travel Guide Road Show | Feb 2020  On the 19th, Aaron will be presenting ideas 
and pitching for the cover of the 2021 North Carolina Travel Guide, produced by VisitNC. He’s 
traveling to Greenville, NC as part of a regional effort to get tourism officials even more connected 
with the publishing team at Meredith Travel Marketing, who are contracted to put the book 
together. Fun, fast-paced PechaKucha format. 
 
Albemarle Leadership | May 2020 On the 14th, Aaron will be speaking in front of a regional body of 
public and private sector leaders, sharing what’s new in the world of Outer Banks tourism 
promotion and introductory intel for those new to the industry. 
 
EARNED MEDIA – FULLFILMENT since last report 
 
Suitcase Magazine | Jan 2020 “The Great Granny Road Trip: In Search Of The US’s Best Home 
Cooks” Aaron hosted writer Anastasia Miari and photographer Iska Lupton on assignment for the 
UK-based Suitcase Magazine, working on a travel feature specific to the Outer Banks. 50K reach. 
http://bit.ly/37M0Yro 
 
Meetings Today | Jan 2020 “7 Standout Outdoor Venues For Group Gatherings In The Coastal 
Carolinas” by Carolyn Blackburn. OBVB team provided editorial options and direction for this article 
highlighting NC Aquarium on Roanoke Island. 55K reach. http://bit.ly/2ScW54f 
 
Best Life | Jan 2020 “33 Utterly Amazing Travel Destinations You’ve Never Heard Of: #33 Duck, NC” 
Written by Hannah Loewentheil. 3.7MM reach http://bit.ly/376sQ8y 

Big 7 Travel | Jan 2020 “7 Of The Best East Coast Road Trips To Take: #7 Washington, DC to Outer 
Banks, NC” Written by Elizabeth Thorn. 463K reach http://bit.ly/31uMJoo 

Northern Virginia Magazine | Jan 2020  “Plan Your Beach Trips Now: Here’s What’s Still Available 
For Summer Holidays In 2020” Written by Jennifer Zeleski. 72K reach http://bit.ly/2tOMI2q 
 
Vacation Idea | Jan 2020 “25 Best Weekend Getaways And Day Trips From Raleigh, North Carolina” 
http://bit.ly/2O6415S 
 
New Jersey Family | Jan 2020 “Six Beach Vacation Spots To Book ASAP” by Sharon Rigney. 345K 
reach. http://bit.ly/2RXtVKl 
 
The Local Palate | Feb/Mar 2020 “Travel, Eat, Repeat: Outer Banks Taste Of The Beach, Mar 26-29” 
OBVB has hosted writers from the magazine for foodie focused opportunities. 200K reach. See .pdf 
 
USA Today | Feb 2020 “These Hotels Will Put You On The Set Of Your Favorite Movies: Nights In 
Rodanthe” A rundown of famous movie hotels. 10MM reach http://bit.ly/31wbSPH 
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World War II | Apr 2020 “On A Strange Shore” OBVB team provided support for an article focusing 
on the British war grave ceremonies in May 2020 for the Buxton and Ocracoke tributes to allies lost 
in the conflict. 697K reach. See .pdf 
 
INBOUND MEDIA  
 
QC Exclusive Magazine: The Quintessential Charlotte | Mar 27-30  QC's digital editor, Sunny 
Hubler,  is interested in visiting following our Cozy Winter Getaway invitation to experience all 
that the Outer Banks has to offer. She will feature the resort but wants to cover the entire area as a 
destination. She is visiting on the weekend of The Outer Banks Taste of the Beach. 20K reach 
 
EARNED MEDIA – IN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mail on Sunday (UK) | Feb 2020 – OBVB PR Team hosted Anastasia Miari in Nov 2019. She has 
already published an article in Suitcase Magazine (UK). “Across The USA In 20 Restaurants” TBD. 
 
Groups Today | March 2020 – OBVB PR Team is anticipating a North Carolina article featuring the 
Outer Banks with photos provided by the Bureau. 20.5K reach. 
 
Small Market Meetings | March 2020 – Aaron was interviewed for an article featuring Nags Head 
as a consideration for the small to mid-size meetings market. 10K reach. 
 
Southbound | May 2020 – OBVB PR Team interviewed for summer issue featuring secret beach 
locations for this Atlanta-based lifestyle magazine. 70K reach Circ/Atlanta Magazine supplement. 
 
Where to Retire | May 2020 – OBVB PR Team anticipating an article featuring Kitty Hawk in the 
early summer issue. 200K reach Circ. 
 
Birmingham Magazine | May 2020 – Staff worked with local industry partners to host Editor-in-
Chief Julie Sayers for a May 2020 beach-themed issue. The publication serves the greater metro 
area of Birmingham, AL, celebrating the culture and soul of the region. 4MM reach UVM 
 
Home Design & Décor | June/July 2020 – OBVB PR team assisted Travel Editor Blake Miller with 
lodging and itinerary development for a feature on Duck, NC in the spring issues of the Raleigh and 
Charlotte, NC editions. 180K reach Circ. 
 
UPCOMING MEDIA MISSIONS 
 
VisitNC Canada Mission | Feb 24-28 Aaron is participating in a fast paced series of personal 
meetings with editors and journalists of Canada’s premier lifestyle and travel outlets, 
headquartered in the Toronto and Montreal metro markets. 
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VIRGINIA WINE EXPO
Richmond, VA
virginiawineexpo.com
This six-day event goes far 
beyond wine—though there 
are plenty of pours to go 
around with paired dinners, 
tasting classes, and a demo 
on cooking with wine.  
Saturday is dedicated to beer 
lovers with the Ultimate 
Brew Fest, a curated tasting 
focused on goses, IPAs, 
and stouts. Then there’s 
SMOKED!, a celebration of 
fire-kissed foods paired with 
top-shelf whiskeys, while the 

Bounty of Virginia Brunch 
pairs Chesapeake Bay cuisine 
with Virginia-made wines 
and ciders and cocktails 
made with local spirits.

13-22
SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST 
Austin, TX 
sxsw.com 
Among the dozens of lectures 
and discussions taking place 
throughout Austin during 
SXSW, the chefs of the Bon 
Appétit test kitchen will take 
the stage for a behind-the-
scenes look at their world 
as part of the new Connec-
tion & Culture conference 
track. Also on the docket: 
Michelin-starred chef  
Andrew Wong on the lessons 
he learned while exploring 
China’s culinary history and 
food philosophies.

14
ORLANDO WHISKEY FESTIVAL 
Orlando, FL
whiskeynbizz.com/orlando-
whiskey-festival 
Central Florida’s first whis-
key festival is back for its 
fifth year with one hundred 
whiskeys ready for tasting 
at Orlando’s Mercedes-Benz 

arena—and it’s all for a  
worthy cause. Proceeds  
benefit the Lovely Project, an  
Orlando nonprofit that 
provides mentoring and 
education to empower girls 
ages 11 to 19. 

18-22
NEW ORLEANS WINE  
AND FOOD EXPERIENCE
New Orleans, LA
nowfe.com
Beef up your wine knowledge 
in New Orleans with learn-
ing labs focused on natural 
wines, fruit-driven reds, and 
how something as simple as 
a cork affects a wine’s aging 
process. Fine wine enthusiasts 
can flock to Vinola, an upscale 
tasting event where each bottle 
boasts a retail value of seventy-
five bucks or more. Tour some 
of the city’s most impressive 
wine caches with the French 
Quarter Cellar Strut, a stroll-
ing tasting through Restaurant 
R’evolution, Rib Room, and 
Brennan’s.

19
TOP TACO FEST 
New Orleans, LA
toptaconola.com 
Thursday is the new Taco 
Tuesday. This party at New 
Orleans’ Woldenberg Park 

includes unlimited taco and 
cocktail tastings as a few 
dozen chefs and mixologists 
vie for top marks from the 
judges and attendees. Snag a 
VIP ticket for early entry and 
premium tequila tastings. 

26-29
OUTER BANKS  
TASTE OF THE BEACH 
Nags Head, NC
obxtasteofthebeach.com 
More than just a single tast-
ing event, Taste of the Beach 
is a sprawling celebration of 
the Outer Banks’ food scene 
with more than fifty events 
throughout twenty-five 
venues. On the weekend’s 
roster are hands-on cooking 
classes, several restaurant 
crawl routes, and a six-course 
Carnaval dinner party.

27-28
HOGS FOR THE CAUSE 
New Orleans, LA
hogsforthecause.org 
Part concert, part barbecue 
showdown—all in the name 
of charity. The music lineup 

includes headliners Old Crow 
Medicine Show, a Grammy 
Award-winning folk band, 
and blues group Robert 
Randolph and the Family 
Band. On the food side, more 
than ninety competitors will 
serve up their pork-centric 
specialties for attendees. All 
the proceeds go to children’s 
hospitals in New Orleans and 
across the country.

28
SFA SPRING  
SYMPOSIUM 
Birmingham, AL
southernfoodways.org 
This year brings the S 
outhern Foodways Alliance 
back to Birmingham to take 
a long look at the future of 
the restaurant in all its facets. 
Food & Wine Editor-in-Chief 
Hunter Lewis and restaurant 
editor Khushbu Shah will 
discuss restaurant criticism 
and its place in the food 
world, while SFA Professor 
Catarina Passidomo delves 
into restaurants’ function as 
cultural gateways.

106 THELOCALPALATE.COM / FEBRUARY.MARCH 2020

Travel, Eat, Repeat
A taste of Southern culinary events

M A R C H  2 0 2 0

NOT TO BE MISSED

CHARLESTON WINE + FOOD FESTIVAL

4-8                           CHARLESTON, SC 
 While Charleston is a food haven 

year-round, the first weekend in March ups the ante 
with this sprawling culinary festival. New this year, 
the Night Bazaar will transform Holy City Brewing 
into an international market for an after-dark take on 
the Culinary Village. (Pro tip: Locals can snag tickets 
for thirty bucks off.) charlestonwineandfood.com

HOGS FOR THE CAUSE

OUTER BANKS  
TASTE OF THE BEACH

NEW ORLEANS  
WINE AND FOOD  

EXPERIENCE











/

Menu  (https://www.northernvirginiamag.com)

 (https://www.northernvirginiamag.com)

Search

by

TRAVEL (HTTPS://WWW.NORTHERNVIRGINIAMAG.COM/CATEGORY/THINGS-TO-DO/TRAVEL/)

From Memorial Day at Virginia Beach to Labor Day at the Outer
Banks, here’s what you’ll �nd on Airbnb and why you should book
sooner rather than later.



/

For $2,167 per night, the Beachfront 4-feet, Heated pool, 20-person, Jacuzzi
(https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/19383992?check_in=2020-09-04&check_out=2020-09-
07&source_impression_id=p3_1579536971_t5kpDMYYT9rHXEyu) property has all that and more. Six bedrooms,
�ve bathrooms, a private heated pool, Jacuzzi, televisions in every room, a master suite with a wrap-around
terrace, and as soon as you step off the porch … your toes are in the sand. The property can sleep up to 22 people,
making it a great location for those looking for a fun space in a great location, that can sleep an entire family (and
extra guests too). The location is not yet booked for Memorial Day, Fourth of July or Labor Day weekend, but it’s
opening could give you the perfect excuse for that full-family getaway you’ve been waiting for. Total for the
weekend would be $9,028 (including service fees, cleaning fees and occupancy taxes and fees).

Est. 300 miles, 6 hours from Northern Virginia

Memorial Day
The closest summer holiday is just over four months away, but you can already tell you’re getting antsy for summer
to come closer … and to hopefully have a relaxing day off from work. Having that extra day gives you the chance to
travel a little farther if you’re up for it, and the Outer Banks are ready to welcome you with open arms. In the small
strip on the North Carolina coast, Airbnbs for Memorial Day weekend are ranging from $85 a night to $750 a night,
depending on how many guests you’re gathering. So, get those nearly 360-degree views of the water and enjoy
your time away from home. 

© ahe�in / stock.adobe.com
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What Each Price Will Get You
For $85 a night with two guests, this superhost location named Ocean Views with Hot Tub
(https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/34556984?check_in=2020-05-22&check_out=2020-05-
25&poi_place_id=1919521&source_impression_id=p3_1579194082_aetffU%2F8KB8vZrZq) is located 200 yards
from the ocean and nestled in the small village of Rodanthe. It should be noted that it is only the private room, a
shared bathroom and a private access to the porch, but does offer hot tub access, a peaceful hammock outdoors
and that oceanfront location you’re looking for in terms of convenience and as an escape to serenity. For the total
price of $350 (including service fees, cleaning fees and occupancy taxes and fees) over a holiday weekend, Airbnb
has this as a “rare �nd.”  

For $750 a night, you can rent an entire home for up to nine guests (https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/25918768?
check_in=2020-05-22&check_out=2020-05-
25&poi_place_id=1919521&source_impression_id=p3_1579194132_WGF21mPk0mcPF1ng). This semi-oceanfront
property has four bedrooms and four bathrooms, and is also operated by a Airbnb superhost. Here’s the rundown:
The home has a two-tier deck with ocean views, is steps away from the sand and boasts great sur�ng and �shing
in the area. The interior of the home has been completely remodeled and, to top it off, is pet friendly. Total for the
weekend adds up to $3,087 (including service fees, cleaning fees and occupancy taxes and fees). 

Fourth of July
All right friends, it’s January and you need to know that there are very few places left for the Fourth of July on the
island. Six months in advance for a two-person stay gives you only 26 places to choose from, and a group of four
gives you a grand total of nine places to stay. But don’t fret! Ranging from $175 a night for a private room and
bathroom to a $650 per night stay in entire townhouse, you still have time. Just probably not much. 

What Each Price Will Get You
For $175 per night two-person stay, the Sound Front Suite #1 with King Bed
(https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/2782376?adults=2&check_in=2020-07-03&check_out=2020-07-
05&poi_place_id=1919521&source_impression_id=p3_1579197361_3Ljlc3eEx9aw0%2FrM) boasts a low price, a
superhost and a location just a few steps away from the Pamlico Sound. Guests have access to the lower level of
the home and can either rent out all three rooms (increasing the guest count to six people), or their own private
space. There is a small kitchenette, two cruising bikes, beach chairs, an outdoor shower and access to the
expansive deck and pool area. Total cost wrapped up for the weekend is $477 (including service fees, cleaning fees
and occupancy taxes and fees). 

For $650 a night and up to 10 guests, The Turtle Club (https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/7631427?
adults=4&check_in=2020-07-03&check_out=2020-07-
05&poi_place_id=1919521&source_impression_id=p3_1579197047_bV2h%2BKbDh6nf8cnS) offers an entire
townhouse to yourself, with four bedrooms, seven beds and two-and-half baths. The superhost-operated property
has been rated �ve stars for location by every guest, as a cozy retreat tucked away in the Village of Avon, according
to the posting. Guests have access to two large, covered decks in the front and the back of the house, access to the
canal, an on-site (although shared) pool and a boat launch. There are long docks for relaxing, �shing, crabbing and
docking, as well as a fully stocked kitchen. The total for the weekend comes out to $1,750, (including service fees,
cleaning fees and occupancy taxes and fees) but if you have your eyes on it, move fast. Airbnb says over 30 other
people have checked out the home for the same dates, just in the past week. 

Labor Day
Take a long weekend over Labor Day and you’ll get the best chance to wrap up your summer with relaxation on the
shore. Airbnbs are more available thus far for the late-summer holiday weekend, but beware, they could book fast.
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