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DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2023 

9:00 A.M. 
OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

ONE VISITORS CENTER CIRCLE 
MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order    
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence  
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
     
IV. Approval of Minutes from the March 23, 2023 Meeting  
 
V. Public Comments 
 
VI. 9:15 A.M. Public Hearing for Dare County Tourism Board Proposed Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
 Budget 
 
VII. Steering/Chairman’s Report 

1. Marketing Department Renovations Contract Recommendation 
2. Event Center Discussion and Resolution 
3. Resolution 2023-2, Support of Roanoke Island Historical Association   

 
VIII.     Long Range Tourism Management Plan Presentation- MMGY Next Factor 
 
IX.  Personnel Committee Report 

 1. Personnel Manual and Salary Scale Adoption 
 
X.  Budget & Finance Report  

1. Monthly Reports 
2. Amend Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget 
3. Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Proposed Budget 

     
XI. Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Updates    
 
XII.     Old Business  
   
XIII. New Business 
 
XIV. Board Member Comments 
 
XV. Set Date, Time, and Place of Next Meeting    
 
XVI. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 
DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023 
9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

ATTENDING:   
Tim Cafferty, Chairman; Monica Thibodeau, Vice Chair; Ervin Bateman, Treasurer; Ivy Ingram, 
Assistant Treasurer; David Hines, Secretary; Mark Ballog, Gray Berryman,  Tod Clissold, Tonia Cohen, 
Richard Hess, Leo Holland, Dennis Robinson, Mike Siers, and Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel.  
 
 
STAFF: 
Lee Nettles, Executive Director  
Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  
Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist  
Lorrie Love, Tourism Sales and Events Manager  
Stephanie Hall, Senior Content Coordinator 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING: Luke Halton, The OBX Way 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  The Board then recited the pledge of allegiance, followed 
by a moment of silence.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mr. Holland moved to approve the agenda. Second by Ms. Thibodeau. 
There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mr. Siers moved to approve the meeting minutes from March 23, 2023 
meeting.   Second by Mr. Hess. There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no comments made. No written comments were received. 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE REPORT:  Mr. Bateman reviewed the meals and occupancy receipts 
received.  Receipts for fiscal year 2022-2023 are up 5.28% compared to 2021-2022 actual receipts.   
 
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024: Diane Bognich reviewed the proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 (on file).   
 
Following discussion, Mr. Holland moved to set the Public Hearing for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 at 9:15 
a.m. on Wednesday, May 24, 2023 at the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Administrative Offices.  Second 
by Mr. Hess. There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU UPDATES:  Lee Nettles: 

• Reviewed the auction of surplus personal property at the former Pamlico Jacks. 
• Noted an upcoming industry partner webinar with Key Data on April 26, 2023. 
• Presented data on spring travel(on file). 
• Mission mixer with the area non-profits and Community Foundation. 
• Reviewed the marketing dashboard and visitation at area attractions. The Board discussed the role 

of social media and booking windows and pricing, including inflation, in vacation planning. They 
also discussed bookings, which look to be returning to pre pandemic levels.  
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Ms. Ingram left at 9:50 a.m. 
 
Lorrie Love asked members to send any specials or packages they were offering to visitors to post on the 
website, and upcoming events at the Event Site. She also reviewed media missions on behalf of Aaron 
Tuell.  
 
LONG RANGE TOURISM MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE:  Cassandra McAuley and Shelly 
Green reviewed the progress of the final draft recommendations of the Long-Range Tourism Management 
Plan (presentation on file).  The final plan will be presented to the full Board on May 24, 2023 with a 
public presentation the evening of May 24th. 
 
Ms. Thibodeau moved to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (5) (ii) To establish, 
or to instruct the public body's staff or negotiating agents concerning the position to be taken by 
or on behalf of the public body in negotiating the amount of compensation and other material 
terms of an employment contract or proposed employment contract. Second by Mr. Siers. There 
was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
The meeting entered closed session at 10:20 a.m.  
 
The meeting resumed open session at 10:32 a.m.   Legal Counsel noted that the terms of the 
Executive Director’s contract had been established and new contract was to be signed forthwith.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business before the Board.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business before the Board.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:   
 
Mr. Berryman noted that the inventory of homes for sale remained strong.  
 
Mr. Ballog noted Soft Shell Crab week and the various specials that will appear on the participating 
restaurant menus.  
 
Mr. Siers noted work on the repaving efforts in the Town of Nags Head. 
 
Mr. Hess commented that the variation of Spring Break dates for schools seemed to help spread visitation 
out.  
 
Ms. Cohen noted the return of senior and group travel.  
 
Ms. Thibodeau noted public works project going on in the Town of Duck.  
 
Mr. Holland noted beach nourishment progress and a pending discussion on traffic management in the 
town during the summer.  
 
Mr. Clissold noted the new social district in downtown Manteo.  
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SET DATE, TIME, AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 24, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. in Curtis Creech Memorial Boardroom, Outer Banks Visitors 
Bureau Administrative Office, Manteo, NC. 

 
The Chair asked if there was any further business before the Board. Hearing none, the Chair adjourned 
the meeting at 10:42 a.m. 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Clerk, Dare County Tourism Board 













 

May 4, 2023 
 

 
 
Mr. Lee Nettles 
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 
1 Visitors Center Circle 
Manteo, NC 27954 
 

Dear Lee, 
 
Thank you for your efforts in keeping the Board of Commissioners informed about the proposed 
multi-use Event Center at The Soundside event site in Nags Head. It is clear that the Tourism 
Board has been diligent and thorough in developing a well-thought-out plan to cultivate 
recreational, entertainment and economic opportunities for our community.  
 
While Dare County is in support of this project, other funding priorities prevent our involvement 
at this time.   
 
Please continue to keep our Board informed as progress is made and plans progress. And 
please express appreciation to all Tourism Board members for their efforts to help grow and 
support year-round tourism.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Robert L. “Bob” Woodard, Sr.  
Chairman  
Dare County Board of Commissioners  
  
 





















































































































































































































































What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

TOURISM SALES & EVENTS | INDUSTRY RELATIONS ACTIVITY – MAY 2023 

Industry Relations | Partner Webinar | June 22 | Save the Date: 
The Bureau is planning another partner webinar to unveil our 2023/2024 advertising campaign. 
Please mark your calendar. Details forthcoming. 

Soundside Event Site | Soundside Markets | Save the Dates: 
Held every other Wednesday from 10am – 2pm: 

• June 21
• July 5
• August 2
• August 16

Rain Dates are the following Wednesday’s weather permitting. For additional information, click here. 

The Soundside Event Site: 
Attached is the current 2023 Events Calendar for the Soundside Event Site for your review. 

Future Trade Show Dates and Locations: 
Staff is currently scheduled for the following trade shows this fiscal year: 

• May 20-24, 2023: US Travel’s International Pow Wow, San Antonio, TX

FAM Tour: 
Tourism Sales recently hosted David Wendt of Wendt Touring from Stuebenville, OH on May 14-16, 
2023. He is putting together a senior group tour for Spring 2024.  

Request for Proposals: The Bureau sent out the following request for proposal recently to our 
industry partners:  

• Bollman Charter Service, Tussey Mountain High School, May 18- 22, 2024, School Group, 38 students
and chaperones, group rooms, attractions, group meals.

https://www.outerbanks.org/event/soundside-market/7994/


Name of Event Date of Event
Event Times (times may 

change as event draws 
closer)

Number of Attendees 
Expected

Site Reserved

OBX Shredfest Saturday, May 20, 2023 1:30pm-8:00pm 500-750 Friday, May 19 - Monday, May 22, 2023

Soundside Fun Fair Thursday, June 8-Sunday, June 11, 2023 5:00pm - 10:00pm
4000 - over all the event 
day; about 800 per night

Tuesday, June 6 – Monday, June 12, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, June 21, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, June 21, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 5, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, July 5, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 19, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, July 19, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 2, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, August 2, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 16, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, August 16, 2023

Sumospeed Beach Bash Saturday, September 16, 2023 11:00am - 6:00pm
1000 (not all on site at 

one time)
Friday, September 15-Saturday, September 16, 2023

Fall OBX Bike Week Thursday, September 21-Saturday, September 23, 2023 11:00am - 5:00pm 1500 Wednesday, September 20-Sunday, September 24, 2023

Garage Band Charities Friday, October 6-Saturday, October 7, 2023 10:00am - 6:00pm 750-1000 Thurday, October 5 - Monday, October 9, 2023

Outer Banks Seafood Festival Saturday, October 21, 2023 10:30am - 6:00pm
8,000-10,000 (not all at 

one time, flow)
Wednesday, October 18-Wednesday, October 25, 2023

OBX Brewtag
Saturday, October 28, 2023 11:00am - 6:00pm 4000-5000

Wednesday, October 25-Tuesday, October 31, 2023

The Wall That Heals Wednesday, November 15-Sunday, November 19, 2023 24 hours
7,000-11,000 (not all at 
one time, est 3000 peak 

attendance per day)
Tuesday, November 14-Sunday, November 19, 2023

2023 Soundside Event Site Schedule 



 

 

Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: May 2023 
 

BEST LISTS 
 
Travel + Leisure | April 2023 “This North Carolina Island Is One of the Best Places to Buy a Beach House in 
the U.S.” https://bit.ly/3o2mvJT 
 
Travel + Leisure | May 2023  “8 Places to Live in North Carolina – From Big Cities to Small Towns” 
https://bit.ly/3WedPg3 
 
EARNED MEDIA  

 
OK! Magazine | May 2023 “Lights, Camera, North Carolina: Explore the Stunning North Carolina Locations 
of Your Favorite Film and TV Shows” This	article	spotlights	The	Outer	Banks,	New	Bern,	Wilmington,	
and	Southport	for	the	iconic	films	and	television	shows	that	have	filmed	in	these	destinations.	As	well	
as,	the	famed	locations	in	each	destination	for	fans	to	visit.	This	coverage	comes	as	a	result	of	our	
hosting	Contributor,	David	Coussins	on	the	recent	Film	FAM.	https://bit.ly/3WgltXo 
 
People | May 2023 “Where Does ‘Outer Banks’ Take Place? All the Show’s References to Real North 
Carolina Locations.” This	article	highlights	the	hidden	references	behind	aspects	of	the	hit-television	
show	"Outer	Banks,"	along	with	the	reasoning	of	its	filming	location	and	upcoming	projects	for	
Screenwriter	Jonas	Pate.	This	coverage	comes	as	a	result	of	our	hosting	SEO	Editor,	Kelsie	Gibson	on	
the	recent	Film	FAM.	https://bit.ly/42Ly3jy 
 
Northern Virginia | May 2023 “Planning a Summer Trip to the Outer Banks? Tour One of These Iconic 
Lighthouses” The OBVB PR team provided assistance to the editor for new events and signature draws 
that would make readers in the NoVA area want to travel to the OBX to attend. 
Northern Virginia magazine, which is based in suburban Fairfax County, has a circulation of 40,000 with 
86,600 unique monthly visitors to the website. https://bit.ly/3IjBB4A 
 
Northern Virginia | May 2023 “Explore the Outer Banks, North Carolina’s Captivating Barrier Islands” 
Aaron worked with writer Renee Sklarew to update the readership on Outer Banks Soft-Shell Crab Week 
and other great travel ideas for new inbound visitors. Northern Virginia magazine, which is based in 
suburban Fairfax County, has a circulation of 40,000 with 86,600 unique monthly visitors to the website. 
https://bit.ly/3pJCtJf  
 
EARNED MEDIA / IN DEVELOPMENT 

 
Destinations | May 2023 Aaron and Tourism Sales and Events Manager Lorrie Love collaborated on a City 
Guide column of the official magazine of American Bus Association. It featured key experiences for the 
Group market and is scheduled to appear in the June2023 issue. 

 
 

PRESS TRIPS  
 
German Market FAM | Apr 23-27, 2023 Aaron is collaborating with the PR team from VisitNC to host a 
German audience press trip of five representing premium outlets for the nights of Apr 23-27 as part of a 
Raleigh to the OBX international flight then drive market experience. Media in-market: 



 

 

1. Britta Matzen for RND /reisereporter.de (we love to work with RND as the outcome is nice AND with a 
huge reach, especially in combination with their travel website reisereporter.de) 

2. Kira Hanser for Welt/Welt am Sonntag /welt.de (Welt is one of the biggest nationwide newspapers) 
3. Detlef Berg for HNA newspapers (you did already meet him during IPW and discussed this potential 

trip to the Outer Banks – Detlef is quite a well-known freelance and is interested in every topic from 
the Outer Banks) 

4. Carsten Heinke for Cavallo as well as Bayerischer Zeitungsverlag newspapers from the South of 
Germany 

5. Lars Jacobsen for Waves & Woods magazine 
plus https://www.instagram.com/wavesandwoodsmagazin/ (Waves & Woods is famous for its really 
beautiful imagery and the topic just fits perfectly to North Carolina I would say – the circulation is little 
but the target group is perfect and the quality of the readers really high) 

 
 
Matt Lardie| Apr 20-23 + May 18-21, 2023 Matt is working with the OBVB PR team to develop foodie 
content for regional publications and our own channels in a two part effort on both sides of Oregon Inlet. 
Matt is also checking into developing stories around some of our local NPO’s such as Outer Banks Forever 
and the Friends of Jockey’s Ridge.  
 
Our State FAM | Apr 28 – May 2, 2023 Aaron and the team arranged interviews and logistics among local 
stakeholders for story ideas to senior editor Mark Kemp to explore during his visit. He’s working  on the 
2024 Annual Coastal Issue of Our State in which the publication will cover our local lighthouses among 
other things. Mark also got a taste of the Dare County softshell culture.  

 
Girl Camper | Apr 22-25, 2023 The OBVB PR team is working with the magazine to develop a full 
review/editorial for the popular print magazine based on journalist visits around the brand’s annual 
Camporee, which was held at Camp Hatteras the week of April 25-30. The female centric DIY camping 
trailer magazine has become very popular in recent years. 

 
NC Film FAM | May-23 The OBVB PR team is working with the VisitNC to host a film-forward press trip, 
highlighting the Outer Banks as a place where movies and pop culture come to life. In-bound media: 
 
David Coussins, Editor, OK! Magazine (484,000 UVM) 
Kelsie Gibson, Editor, People (9,313,379 UVM) 
Leanne Stanton, Entertainment Editor, US Weekly (circulation 1,973,428) 
Brittany Leitner, Freelance, Elite Daily 

 
Le Figaro | May 28- June 1, 2023 We are hosting a couple of journalists from the French publication Le 
Figaro. Sarah Chevalley and Stanisias Fautre. The French publication comes to us by way of a VisitNC 
collaboration and has a reported distribution of.370,193 copies/1.35 million readers - Weekly supplement 
news & lifestyle magazine distributed with Le Figaro national newspaper. 

 
 

MEDIA MARKETPLACES 
 

IPW | May 21-24, 2023  Aaron is heading to San Antonio, TX for IPW, the largest international 
marketplace for tourism sales and international media pitching to meet with some of the top media for 
the North Carolina international feeder markets. 
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Owning a beachfront home comes with many perks — uninterrupted ocean
views, fresh seafood, perhaps a more relaxed lifestyle, and the opportunity

This North Carolina Island Is One of the
Best Places to Buy a Beach House in the
U.S. — Homeowners Make an Average of
$60K in Rental Income Each Year
Unspoiled stretches of golden sand, rustic charm, wildlife, and beautiful
ocean views have transformed North Carolina's Hatteras Island into a
haven for second homeowners.

By   |  Published on April 14, 2023

HOTELS + RESORTS VACATION RENTALS

Dobrina Zhekova

SUBSCRIBE



5/17/23, 11:54 AM This North Carolina Island Is One of the Best Places to Buy a Beach House in the U.S. — Homeowners Make an Average of $60K in Rental In…

https://www.travelandleisure.com/hatteras-island-north-carolina-best-place-to-buy-a-beach-house-7480991#:~:text=The barrier island was recently,1 spot). 2/10

to make some additional income by renting it out. If the latter is of
particular importance to you, Hatteras Island, North Carolina, should be on
your radar. The barrier island was recently named one of the best
oceanfront destinations to own a beach house by Vacasa (Hatteras Island
is second on the list, Lake Anna in Virginia took the No. 1 spot).

PHOTO: WBRITTEN/GETTY IMAGES

According to Vacasa's recent data, homeowners make an average of
$58,556 in rental income a year, with median home sale prices at $412,500.

"Hatteras Island is one of the most unique housing markets in the country
and can still afford amazing rates of return compared to many other areas.
Many vacationers to the area over the years have become homeowners as
they realized they could utilize rental income to supplement [the cost of]
home ownership," said Brad Beacham, a broker at Landmark Sotheby's
International Realty and an Outer Banks native, in an interview
with Travel+Leisure.

SUBSCRIBE
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So what else makes this thin barrier island, part of the Outer Banks, such a
good investment? The answer is its central location along the East Coast,
miles of unspoiled picture-perfect beaches, rich history, and endless
outdoor activities on offer. Most importantly, this heavenly slice of land is
part of Cape Hatteras National Seashore, our country's rst national
seashore, established in 1953. The national seashore limited large-scale
real estate development, by giving the sand dunes, marshes, and beaches
protected status. This is a major draw for vacationers: in 2021, the entire
National Seashore welcomed a record 3,206,056 travelers, the most since
its establishment 70 years ago. In 2022, that number was 2,862,844, the
second highest in ux of visitors since 2002.

Hatteras Island is made up of seven quaint villages — Rodanthe, Waves,
Salvo, Avon, Buxton, Frisco, and Hatteras Village — connected by miles of
idyllic stretches of sand overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and Pamlico
Sound.

SUBSCRIBE
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"Within each village, you will nd neighborhoods and communities that
blend modern coastal homes with older cottages creating a one-of-a-kind
community that is thriving," Beacham said. "These once sleepy little shing
villages have become tourist destinations, and it seems that the eyes of the
country have now been opened to how incredible the area is."

As visitors drive south of Pea Island National Wildlife Reserve, they arrive in
Rodanthe, Waves, and Salvo. Locals refer to them as the Tri Villages as
they are located next to one another and feel like one big community, with
plenty of mom-and-pop shops and restaurants. The area is a kite surfer's
paradise and is home to some of the biggest kitesur ng schools on the
Outer Banks.

SUBSCRIBE



5/17/23, 11:54 AM This North Carolina Island Is One of the Best Places to Buy a Beach House in the U.S. — Homeowners Make an Average of $60K in Rental In…

https://www.travelandleisure.com/hatteras-island-north-carolina-best-place-to-buy-a-beach-house-7480991#:~:text=The barrier island was recently,1 spot). 5/10

PHOTO: EJ-J/GETTY IMAGES

About 14 miles farther south is Avon, where you'll nd the largest grocery
store in the area and the rst shing pier on Hatteras Island, dating back to
1962. The wooden structure is 600 feet long and draws anglers shing for
red drum.

Next up is Buxton. Vacationers ock here to see the tallest brick lighthouse
in the country, which rises 198 feet and has a distinct black-and-white
pattern on its façade.

Finally, Brixton, Frisco, and Hatteras Village are the epicenter of recreational
shing on the Outer Banks.

 "Frisco feels like Hatteras Island before it was 'discovered' by generations
of vacationers. Quiet and small, it offers up a bit of seclusion while putting
the restaurants, groceries, and activities of Buxton and Hatteras Village
within easy reach," Beacham explained. 

SUBSCRIBE
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So where should you start your search for the perfect beach vacation home
on Hatteras Island? It is essential to nd a broker who understands the
local real estate market — including local regulations.

"Purchasing on a barrier island is different than purchasing a home in other
parts of the country. Choose an agent with experience who can advise you
on things such as ood zones, ood risks, insurance, vacation rental laws,
property management, and a long list of other important topics," he added.

"Currently, there are only 71 active single-family homes on the market for
sale on all of Hatteras Island. This data shows that demand for beach
homes in the area is outpacing supply," he explained, noting that well-
maintained residences in good locations sell fast and are in high demand.
With the reasonable housing prices, idyllic surroundings, and possibility for
a great return on investment, why wouldn't they be?

Was this page helpful?

SUBSCRIBE
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E
xplore the Carolinas: In the two states to our south, you’ll nd beaches,
cities, and mountain towns that make for idyllic vacation spots. Before
you pack the car and head down I-95 this summer, get the lowdown on
some new-to-you locations in North and South Carolina — and nd out

what’s new this year at your old favorites.

T R AV E L

Explore the Outer Banks, North Carolina’s Captivating Barrier
Islands
From wild horses to living history to sunken treasure, the barrier islands of North Carolina offer a
beach vacation with extras. Find out what’s new and revisit some of your old favorites.

By  May 8, 2023Renee Sklarew |
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Drive time from Dulles: 5.5 hours
Grab your beach chair and amble over the dunes. In front of you, nothing but
water and sand. No high-rises, no noisy amusement parks, just peace and
quiet, nature, and sunrises. This is the Outer Banks. Whether you make a
pilgrimage every summer or are new to this blissful collection of barrier
islands, the Outer Banks always holds surprises. You will nd so much more
than beaches in this mostly undisturbed maritime environment. 

Birding is big here. Because it’s positioned along the Atlantic Flyway, di erent
species migrate here throughout the seasons. Delectable cuisine is another
attraction. Fresh-caught crabs, shrimp, sh, and oysters nd their way to just
about every plate or pot. 

Wild Horse Adventure Tours in Corolla (Photo by Ryan Donnell, courtesy visitnc.com)

You can learn about the islands’ captivating past in the museums and on stage
at The Lost Colony, an outdoor theater. Wild horses couldn’t drag us away from
the Corolla Jeep Adventures tours on one of the northernmost sections of the
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Outer Banks. Hop in a safari truck for an exhilarating 25-mile search for the
untamed Corolla wild horses, descendants of colonial Spanish mustangs. 

In the Outer Banks, what’s old never gets old, especially the Cape Hatteras
National Seashore, which looks the same as it has for centuries. The bonny
lighthouse stands tall against the horizon, warning ships o  the rocky
coastline and treacherous shoals. There are still a few thousand wrecks
o shore, some dating back to the Jamestown settlement in the 1600s. You can
scuba dive o  the coast to explore these shipwrecks. A few are even visible
while swimming and kayaking or are uncovered on the beach. 

After Union troops took over North Carolina’s Roanoke Island during the Civil
War, the Outer Banks became a haven for enslaved people escaping to freedom.
In the 1890s, some of the freedmen joined the crew of the Pea Island Life-
Saving Station and saved countless lives. (These Life-Saving Stations
combined with another agency to form a new unit called the U.S. Coast Guard
in 1915.) 

Wright Brothers National Memorial (Photo by C2 Photography, courtesy visitnc.com)
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Your heart will soar when you picture Wilbur and Orville Wright in Kitty Hawk
making that rst powered ight across a sandy stretch in 1903 at the Wright
Brothers National Memorial. You can check out a replica of the Wright Flyer
there. Then, you’ll feel like you’re ying yourself when you slip and slide over
the tallest living sand dunes on the Atlantic Coast at Jockey’s Ridge State Park. 

Your vacation won’t be complete until you spend the day in Manteo, with its
roster of dining, shopping, and attractions. We love the trendy fashions at
Sisters Boutique & Gifts, with its luxury handbags and chic boho dresses. Bring
home an enduring memory from the gallery at Dare Arts or a gift to share with
friends — maybe North Carolina nuts — from Mackeys Ferry Peanuts. (Hint:
The peanut butter or molasses cookies are irresistible.)

Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse in Manteo (Photo by Baxter Miller, courtesy NC Photo Network)

Relaxation in the Outer Banks, of course, means spending time on the u y,
golden sands of its legendary beaches. The northern beaches in Corolla and
Duck are wide and well protected by dunes and grasses. For a livelier
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experience, choose the central beaches at Nags Head and Kitty Hawk, where
the long piers give you the opportunity to try your hand at shing. If you prefer
some alone time, you’ll nd pristine, remote beaches in Hatteras or Ocracoke
Island, the latter accessible only by ferry. No matter which coastal community
you choose, all have invigorating mid-Atlantic waves perfect for bodysur ng
and swimming. And for true nirvana, watch the sunrise from the beach.

Good for Newbies
Check out the mile-long Duck Town Boardwalk, where you can shop, dine, rent
kayaks and jet skis, or just enjoy the sunset over Currituck Sound. Spend a day
shopping and dining in Manteo, or head to Fort Raleigh National Historic Site,
home to the Carolina Algonquian people; the Freedmen’s Colony; and The Lost
Colony, which is a live performance of Outer Banks history. Climb the dunes at
Jockey’s Ridge State Park. Observe sea life from Jennette’s Pier in Nags Head.
Take an open-air tram tour inside the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge,
home to alligators, red wolves, and black bears.

Where to Eat
Aqua Restaurant & Spa in Duck. Enjoy the sunset, craft cocktails, and boat-to-
table dining at this upscale restaurant. 

Cravings Steaks & Seafood in Duck. What people love: Seafood pots to-go. 

Poor Richard’s Sandwich Shop in Manteo. Try the giant sandwiches before
exploring OBX. 

Orange Blossom Bakery & Café in Buxton. The Apple Ugly and Chocolate
Covered Ugly make it worth the drive.
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Soft-shell crab, Aqua Restaurant (Photo by Renee Sklarew)

What’s New
Outer Banks Soft-Shell Crab Week, a restaurant crawl (pun intended), will be
held May 15 to 20. Diners can sample the beach’s best soft-shell tapas dishes.
This year, Ocracoke Lighthouse celebrates its 200th birthday. On May 18, the
Ocracoke Light Station hosts a party. The annual Rock the Cape festival returns
to Hatteras Island. There will be bands and beer during the three-day OBX
Pridefest that starts September 8.

Where to Stay
Most visitors to the Outer Banks choose vacation home rentals, and there are
rental agencies that specialize in direct bookings. To select a vacation home at
a northern or southern island, rst consider whether you prefer a village like
Buxton or a busier community like Nags Head; outerbanks.com explains the
options. 
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If you’re looking for a luxury full-service resort on the Atlantic Ocean, the
historic Sanderling Resort in Duck continues to refresh and o er new
activities, along with rst-rate dining.

Feature photo by Starboard and Port, courtesy visitnc.com

This story originally ran in our May issue. For more stories like
this, subscribe to Northern Virginia Magazine.

TRENDING IN NOVA

Ned’s New England Deck Will Satisfy Your Lobster Roll Cravings

5 NoVA Farms Where You Can Pick-Your-Own Fruits and
Vegetables

Dust O  Your Helmets: Bike to Work Day is May 19 

Is Keto Actually Good for You? A Physician Breaks Down the
Popular Diet
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E
xplore the Carolinas: In the two states to our south, you’ll �nd beaches,
cities, and mountain towns that make for idyllic vacation spots. Before
you pack the car and head down I-95 this summer, get the lowdown on
some new-to-you locations in North and South Carolina — and �nd out

what’s new this year at your old favorites.

T R AV E L

Planning a Summer Trip to the Outer Banks? Tour One of These
Iconic Lighthouses
Lighthouses dot the coastline of North Carolina. Here’s what you need to know to visit them.

By  May 2, 2023Kristen Schott |
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The lighthouses of the Outer Banks have stood sentinel on the shore for
centuries, guiding boats safely into harbor. Today, many o�er tours that
provide a glimpse into America’s maritime history — and make for
Instagram-worthy snaps.

Ocracoke Lighthouse sits on the southern end of Cape Hatteras National
Seashore and is accessible via a free ferry. It’s the oldest still-operating
lighthouse in North Carolina and turns 200 this year. Note that you can’t
ascend the 75-foot structure.

Ocracoke Lighthouse (Photo by C2Photography)

Moving northward, you’ll �nd the Cape Hatteras and Bodie Island lighthouses,
recognizable for their stripes — the former’s are angled, like a candy cane,
while the latter’s look like your favorite Breton shirt. (The stripes distinguish
the buildings in daylight.) It’s easy to visit both in one jaunt: They’re located
about a three-hour round trip from Kitty Hawk. 
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Cape Hatteras in Buxton is the tallest brick lighthouse in the U.S., standing at
198.49 feet. It’s been rebuilt and moved since its 90-foot iteration in 1803.
Because it’s under restoration, you can’t climb it this year, but you can stroll
the grounds. 

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse (Photo by Bill Russ, courtesy visitnc.com)

From May to October, mount the 200-plus steps of the 151-year-old Bodie
Island Lighthouse in Nags Head and take in scenes of the Pamlico Sound and
Atlantic Ocean. The picturesque grounds feature a former keeper’s quarters
(the light was electri�ed in 1932) and surrounding marshlands and pines. Make
sure to walk the wooden overwater bridges for a di�erent perspective. Tickets
are required and must be purchased online on the day of your climb.

At the Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in Rodanthe, the �rst of seven such
facilities built in North Carolina, you can discover the origins of the U.S. Coast
Guard through self-guided or group tours. Book the latter two weeks in
advance. 
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Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse (Photo by Baxter Miller, courtesy NC Photo Network)

The petite Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse in Manteo sits at the end of a pier in
Shallowbag Bay. The façade is a replica of the third Roanoke Marshes
lighthouse, a beacon for sailors and watermen. The Pea Island Cookhouse
Museum is worth the 10-minute walk from the pier to learn about the African
American men who served at the Pea Island Life-Saving Station: Richard
Etheridge, the �rst African American keeper in the Coast Guard, and Herbert
Collins, the last keeper of the Pea Island Life-Saving Station. The
northernmost lighthouse is in Currituck Beach in Corolla. Constructed using
more than 1 million red bricks, it houses a powerful Fresnel lens — a gleam
that can be seen for 18 nautical miles. The self-guided experience runs through
November and lets you climb the 220 spiral stairs at your own pace. The
reward? Panoramas as far as the eye can see.

Featured photo by Steve Yokum, courtesy visitnc.com
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