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9:00 a.m. 
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Room 111 
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DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD MEETING 
THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023 

9:00 A.M. 
COLLEGE OF THE ALBEMARLE-DARE COUNTY CAMPUS 

ROOM 111 
205 US HIGHWAY 64, MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order    
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence  
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
     
IV. Approval of Minutes from the May 23, 2023 Meeting  
 
V. Public Comments 
  1. Presentation from Plastic Ocean Project, Inc. 
 
VI. Chairman’s Report 
 
VII. Budget & Finance Report 

1. Monthly Reports 
2. Adoption of the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget Ordinance 

  
VIII.    Personnel Committee Report 

1. Community Engagement Position Recommendation 
 

IX. Long Range Tourism Management Plan Discussion 
  

X. Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Updates    
     
XI. Old Business  
 
XII.     New Business 
   
XIII. Board Member Comments 
 
XIV. Set Date, Time, and Place of Next Meeting    
 
XV.     Adjournment 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 
DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 

THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2023 
9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
MANTEO, NC 27954 

 
 

ATTENDING:   
Tim Cafferty, Chairman; Monica Thibodeau, Vice Chair; Ervin Bateman, Treasurer; Ivy Ingram, 
Assistant Treasurer; David Hines, Secretary; Mark Ballog, Gray Berryman,  Tod Clissold, Tonia Cohen, 
Richard Hess, Leo Holland, Dennis Robinson, and Mike Siers. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCE: Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel 
 
STAFF: 
Lee Nettles, Executive Director  
Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  
Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist  
Lorrie Love, Tourism Sales and Events Manager  
Stephanie Hall, Senior Content Coordinator 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING: Vice Chair Wally Overman, Dare County Commissioners; Reide Corbett, 
Executive Director, Coastal Studies Institute; Erika Phillips, The MAPS Group; Shelly Green and 
Cassandra McAuley, MMGY/NextFactor; Ashley Vaught, Tranquil House Inn.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  The Board then recited the pledge of allegiance, followed 
by a moment of silence.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mr. Holland moved to approve the agenda. Second by Mr. Hess. There 
was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Ms. Thibodeau moved to approve the meeting minutes from April 20, 
2023 meeting. Second by Mr. Bateman. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no comments made. No written comments were received. 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT: The Chair reviewed the contract with Ocean Builders, Inc. for 
renovations to, and the building of two additional cubicles in, the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau marketing 
department, totaling $115,000.00. The Committee discussed the timing of the project and how it would 
impact staff and meetings, and the solutions for those impacts. Mr. Hess moved to approve the contract 
with Ocean Builders.  Second by Mr. Robinson.  There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously (13-0). 
 
The Chair reviewed the following resolutions*: 
 

• 2023-1, DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ITS LONG-
TERM INTENT TO DEVELOP A MULTI USE FACILITY 

Mr. Bateman moved to adopt Resolution 2023-1. Second by Mr. Holland. There was no discussion and 
the motion passed unanimously. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
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• 2023-2, DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD RESOLUTION SUPPORTING ROANOKE 
 ISLAND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE LOST COLONY 
Mr. Hess moved to adopt Resolution 2023-2. Second by Mr. Holland. There was no discussion and the 
motion passed unanimously. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 

• 2023-3, DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-274(b) 

The Board discussed the state of the building [Pamlico Jack’s and ship] and if any additional pieces could 
be salvaged by either the Board, the public, or the Town.  Mr. Siers noted the Town had no interest in 
salvaging any parts. Mr. Holland moved to adopt Resolution 2023-3. Second by Mr. Bateman. There was 
no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously (13-0). 
 
*Attached documents are incorporated herewith and are hereby made a part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 BUDGET: At 9:15 a.m., Ms. 
Thibodeau moved to open the Public Hearing for the proposed Fiscal Year 2023-20214 budget. Second 
by Ms. Ingram.  There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
The Chair called for comments from the public.  No comments were made.  No written comments were 
received.   
 
Mr. Hess moved to close the Public Hearing. Second by Mr. Siers. There was no discussion. The motion 
passed unanimously (13-0). The Public Hearing closed at 9:16 a.m. 
 
LONG TERM TOURISM MANAGEMENT PLAN: Shelly Green and Cassandra McAuley reviewed 
the final recommendations of the Long Range Tourism Management Plan. The Board discussed the next 
steps.  
 
The Board took a five minute break.  The meeting resumed at 10:20 a.m. 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Erika Phillips, MAPS Group, discussed the proposed salary study 
recommendations and changes to the personnel policy manual. Following discussion, Mr. Hess moved to 
adopt the changes to the personnel policy and to approve the Option 3 of the pay scale study or an 8% 
increase based on the COLA rate, whichever of the two is greater.  Second by Mr. Siers.  There was no 
discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0). 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE REPORT:  Mr. Bateman reviewed the meals and occupancy receipts 
received.  Receipts for fiscal year 2022-2023 are up 5.07% compared to 2021-2022 actual receipts.   
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023: Diane Bognich reviewed the proposed 
budget amendment for Fiscal Year 2022-2023, which shows the retroactive portion of the salary study.  
 
Mr. Holland moved to approve Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget Amendment #3.  Second by Mr. Siers. 
There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (13-0) 
 
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024: Diane Bognich reviewed the proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 (on file).   
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OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU UPDATES:  Lee Nettles: 

• Noted the success of the first annual soft shell crab week. 
• Upcoming events at the Soundside event site, including the Soundside Market, which will be held 

every other Wednesday in the summer.  
• Noted further discussion of the Long Range Tourism Management Plan initiatives and marketing 

plans in June.  There will be a webinar in June to share the marketing plan with industry partners.  
• Reviewed the marketing dashboard and visitation numbers. 

 
Lorrie Love asked members to send any specials or packages they were offering visitors so that they 
could be posted on outerbanks.org, and upcoming events at the Event Site. She also reviewed media 
missions and familiarization tours on behalf of Aaron Tuell.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business before the Board.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business before the Board.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  Mr. Holland noted the Town of Southern Shores was wrapping up 
their beach nourishment project and looking at traffic control measures for the summer season.  
 
Ms. Ingram noted that the sidewalk project along Highway 158 in front of the Wright Brothers National 
Memorial was nearing completion.  
 
Mr. Clissold noted the Town of Manteo was getting ready for the Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Ms. Cohen noted that the student group market remained strong and the J-1 workers were arriving. 
 
Mr. Hess noted the Chamber of Commerce expected the holiday weekend to be very busy. 
 
Mr. Ballog echoed the comments about the success of soft shell week. 
 
Mr. Bateman noted that the County Commissioners were looking for land to build essential housing.  
 
SET DATE, TIME, AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. with the location to be determined [this meeting will be held at 
College of the Albemarle, Dare Campus, Highway 64, Manteo]. 

 
The Chair asked if there was any further business before the Board. Hearing none, the Chair adjourned 
the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Clerk, Dare County Tourism Board 



















































































 

 
 

              Duck  � Southern Shores � Kitty Hawk � Kill Devil Hills � Nags Head � Roanoke Island � Hatteras Island �Dare Mainland 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU 
One Visitors Center Circle, Manteo, NC 27954 
[P] 252.473.2138 [F] 252.473.5777 
[Toll-Free] 877.629.4386    www.outerbanks.org 

 
 
 
 
 
Date:   June 8, 2023 
 
To:      Tim Cafferty, Chair 
 Dare County Tourism Board 
 
From: Dennis Robinson, Chair, Personnel Committee 
 Diane Bognich, Director of Administration 
 
Re: Payroll Study Recommendations  
 
The Personnel Committee met on June 6 to review the job description and information 
regarding a new Community Engagement Manager position.  
 
The Committee recommends creating and funding the position. The funding will come 
from the FY23/24 budget line item for the long-term management plan. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GENERAL STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Performs professional work executing initiatives defined by the Executive Director specific to servicing 
the enhancement of visitor and community relations and strengthening relationships between visitors 
and residents. Work involves developing and coordinating partner engagement programs, 
collaborating with non-profit organizations in community outreach efforts and special projects, 
increasing engagement and partnerships within the community and schools, and implementing the 
strategic plans, initiatives, and projects of the long-range tourism management plan to support 
achievement of organizational goals.  
 
ESSENTIAL JOB FUNCTIONS 
 

• Develop and implement a community engagement strategy to meet the strategic goals for the 
organization in collaboration with the Director.  

• Lead the implementation of strategic plans, projects, and initiatives recommended in the long-range 
management plan.  

• Develop and lead programs and efforts to educate visitors and attract those interested in stewardship 
of the destination and contributing to community-building efforts.  

• Identify and recommend community-focused partner support opportunities; proactively develop 
relationships with various municipality and community groups, associations, and non-profits that 
include or impact tourism partners. 

• Assist in efforts to connect visitors with area non-profit organizations to support their work. 
• Work with staff on feasibility and implementation of these opportunities to add authentic and 

unique visitor experiences in alignment with the strategic imperatives.  
• Lead efforts to further a voluntourism strategy; collaborate with non-profit organizations to 

coordinate efforts to create and provide voluntourism opportunities. 
• Research, plan and develop a comprehensive visitor education program.  
• Develop and implement programs to educate students about careers in the tourism industry. 
• Coordinate efforts to educate the public on the OBVB’s role in the community and the positive 

impacts of tourism.  
• Represent the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau at meetings of community and business groups and 

associations, as assigned, and convey relevant news and updates to Bureau staff.  
• Advocate for initiatives that preserve the vitality of the shoreline and development that considers 

sustainability and resident and visitor needs.  
• Communicate extensively with economic development officials and industry partners to coordinate 

and gather support for important tourism related developments consistent with Tourism Board 
goals.  

• Collaborate and partner with other CVB’s, municipalities, Chamber, schools, and non-profit 
organizations to establish local and regional tourism-related infrastructure opportunities.  
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• Prepare and maintain partner communication content strategy and coordinate delivery of 
messaging with OBVB staff. 

• Develop, update, and maintain community-facing support content on the industry partner website 
and through other marketing channels.  

• Attend continuing education, conferences, and training for professional development and growth. 
• Performs related duties as required. 

 
 

RECRUITMENT AND SELECTION GUIDELINES 
 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ABILITIES 

• Considerable knowledge and understanding of the tourism industry.  
• Working knowledge of the community throughout Dare County.  
• Working knowledge of marketing small businesses that constitute the majority of tourism partners.  
• Ability to engage and lead meetings. 
• Ability to develop and implement new projects based on strategic goals. 
• Ability to work collaboratively with internal and external partners to build consensus and execute 

programs. 
• Proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  
• Experience preferred with the database management, email creation and distribution and content 

creation.   
• Ability to use spreadsheets, analyze data, interpret data, and develop visual interpretations 

of data as well as translate data insights into meaningful information and reports.  
• Attention to detail, accuracy, and quality assurance.  
• Proven commitment to delivering measurable results and achieving established goals.  
• Excellent interpersonal, customer service, organization, planning, and problem-solving skills.  
• Ability to effectively manage multiple priorities and adhere to deadlines.  
• Skill in presentation and facilitation skills. 
• Must be highly organized.  
• Ability to establish effective working relationships with coworkers, supervisors, industry partners, 

community organizations and the general public.  
  
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS 

• Must be able to perform the basic life operational skills of standing, sitting, walking, reaching, 
grasping, fingering, talking, hearing, and repetitive motions. 

• Must be able to perform light work, exerting up to 20 pounds of force occasionally and/or a 
negligible amount of force frequently or constantly to move objects. 

• Must possess the visual acuity to prepare data and figures, design presentation materials, and 
operate a computer terminal. 
 
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 
Bachelor’s Degree in business administration, hospitality, marketing, communications or a related 
field and previous experience with a Destination Marketing Organization (DMO) or Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (CVB) or relevant customer/visitor service management capacity; or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience. 
 
Position requires a valid NC Driver’s License.    

  





































 
 
What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

 
 

 
 
TOURISM SALES & EVENTS | INDUSTRY RELATIONS ACTIVITY – JUNE 2023 
 
 
Industry Relations | Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Fiscal 2023-24 Marketing & 
Initiatives Overview |Thursday, June 22 | 10:30am: 
 
Join us as we present our marketing plan and initiatives for the Fiscal year 23/24.  
Click here to register.  
              
 
Recent Trade Show Activity: 
Tourism Sales recently attended US Travel’s International POW WOW (IPW), May 20- 23, 2023, held 
in San Antonio, TX.  
 
WHAT IS US Travel’s IPW: US Travel Association’s premier international marketplace and is the 
largest generator of Visit USA travel – this is not a typical trade show.  This international travel 
tradeshow brought over 5,000 international tour operators, journalists and destinations from all over 
the world to the U.S. for three days of intensive pre-scheduled business appointments with more 
than 1,000 U.S. travel destinations and businesses from across the nation. With COVID-19 restrictions 
now lifted for entry to the U.S., international tour operators and media met to discuss getting 
international visitors back to the U.S. and North Carolina now that the country is fully open.  
 
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau partnered with Visit NC for this marketplace.  Our booth had 72 
appointments with tour operators and media during the show. 
 
We met with Hotelbeds who are a wholesale hotel bed bank that sells to the FIT operators.  
The OBX had the following room nights:  
21/22 FY: 528 room nights (6 properties participating) 
22/23 FY: 567 (6 properties participating) 
 
Tourism Sales is still working on compiling the leads from our appointments and will distribute them 
shortly. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2309217842035156828


 
 
What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

 
 

 
Future Trade Show Dates and Locations: 
 

• August 22-25, 2023: NC Motorcoach & Virginia Motorcoach, Cherokee, NC  
• September 11-14, 2023: S.P.O.R.T.S Marketplace, South Bend, IN 
• November 12 – 15, 2023: National Tour Association, TREX 23, Shreveport, LA 
• December 4-7, 2023: Travel South International Show, Memphis, TN  
• December 14-15, 2023: AENC Marketplace, Raleigh, NC 
• January 13-16, 2023: American Bus Association Annual Marketplace, Nashville, TN 
• March 17-19, 2024: Visit NC 365, Greenville, NC 
• March 20 – 24, 2024: STS Domestic Showcase, Little Rock, AR 
• May 3-7, 2024:  US Travel’s IPW, Los Angeles, CA 

 
              
 
Soundside Event Site | Soundside Markets: 
Held every other Wednesday from 10am – 2pm: 

• June 21 
• July 5 
• August 2 
• August 16  

 
Rain Dates are the following Wednesday’s weather permitting. For additional information, click here.  
              
 
The Soundside Event Site:  
Attached is the current 2023 Events Calendar for the Soundside Event Site for your review.  
              
 
FAM Tour: 
Tourism Sales recently hosted Jennifer Horan of Globus Journeys, June 5 – 8th. Globus offers high-end 
group tours and travel.  Globus goes beyond typical tours; they like to introduce their clients to local 
legends and local experiences not found on just any map.  Jennifer is working on putting together an 
experiential type of tour for the OBX for the Fall of 2024.  
 

https://www.outerbanks.org/event/soundside-market/7994/
https://www.globusjourneys.com/


Name of Event Date of Event
Event Times (times may 

change as event draws 
closer)

Number of Attendees 
Expected

Site Reserved

Soundside Fun Fair Thursday, June 8-Sunday, June 11, 2023 5:00pm - 10:00pm
4000 - over all the event 
day; about 800 per night

Tuesday, June 6 – Monday, June 12, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, June 21, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, June 21, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 5, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, July 5, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, July 19, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, July 19, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 2, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, August 2, 2023

Soundside Market Wednesday, August 16, 2023 10:00am-2:00pm
800-1000 (not all at one 

time) Wednesday, August 16, 2023

Sumospeed Beach Bash Saturday, September 16, 2023 11:00am - 6:00pm
1000 (not all on site at 

one time)
Friday, September 15-Saturday, September 16, 2023

Fall OBX Bike Week Thursday, September 21-Saturday, September 23, 2023 11:00am - 5:00pm 1500 Wednesday, September 20-Sunday, September 24, 2023

Garage Band Charities Friday, October 6-Saturday, October 7, 2023 10:00am - 6:00pm 750-1000 Thurday, October 5 - Monday, October 9, 2023

Outer Banks Seafood Festival Saturday, October 21, 2023 10:30am - 6:00pm
8,000-10,000 (not all at 

one time, flow)
Wednesday, October 18-Wednesday, October 25, 2023

OBX Brewtag
Saturday, October 28, 2023 11:00am - 6:00pm 4000-5000

Wednesday, October 25-Tuesday, October 31, 2023

The Wall That Heals Wednesday, November 15-Sunday, November 19, 2023 24 hours
7,000-11,000 (not all at 
one time, est 3000 peak 

attendance per day)
Tuesday, November 14-Sunday, November 19, 2023

2023 Soundside Event Site Schedule 



 

 

Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: June 2023 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
Outer Banks Soft-Shell Week Crowns Best Crab | May 26, 2023 - The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau announces 
the winner for the inaugural Outer Banks Soft-Shell Week. We would like to congratulate Basnight’s Lone 
Cedar Café for receiving 186 votes and taking home the 2023 Outer Banks Soft-Shell Week Best Dish Trophy. 
“Thank you to all of our 19 restaurants for jumping on board with us to create an authentic cuisine event 
experience for locals and visitors, celebrating our native blue crabs and the foodie frenzy that surrounds their 
May molt,” says Executive Director Lee Nettles. “There were a lot of surprising recipes for folks to try on the 
Soft-Shell Week trail that is still available on the event website SoftShellWeek.com”  
 
BEST LISTS 

 
Dr. Beach | May 2023  “Buxton’s Lighthouse Beach #5 among ‘Top 10 Beaches” Lighthouse Beach, in Buxton 
and part of Cape Hatteras National Seashore, is #5 among the 2023 Top 10 Beaches . Determined by "Dr. 
Beach," a.k.a. Dr. Stephen Leatherman, the annual ranking rates beaches on criteria such as water and sand 
quality as well as safety and environmental management.  https://bit.ly/43H2yaM 

  
Travel + Leisure | March 2023 “15 Best Weekend Beach Getaways in the US” the Tar Heel State was 
chosen as one of the 15 best beach destinations for a weekend trip in the U.S. Travel + Leisure searched for 
the best beach weekend getaways in the country, destinations that aren't too far a drive from your every 
day life but that will still be a nice quick trip away from the hustle and bustle of a city. According to the site, 
North Carolina's very own Outer Banks is one of the best places to go for a weekend trip to a place filled 
with sun, sand and surf. https://bit.ly/3oCuyx8 
  
EARNED MEDIA 
 
Fox 5 DC | May 2023 “Visiting the Outer Banks” interviewed Aaron Tuell for morning news. Aaron shared 
the new Outer Banks Visitors Bureau led Long Range Tourism Management Plan and the partnership with 
local non-profits with voluntourism opportunities in the new Get Involved section of OuterBanks.org  
https://bit.ly/3IOOunc 
 
NBC Today Show | Apr 27, 2023 “Hot Travel Destinations and Last Minute Vacation Deals” Contributor and 
travel expert Dayvee Sutton, whom we have worked with before, connected with Aaron and the PR team 
for Expedia hotel deal content during the morning show. OBVB provided b-roll also. https://bit.ly/3ImvdJB 
 
Better Homes & Gardens | Jun 2023 “Shore Things” We hosted travel contributor Jenn Rice a few years ago 
and she’s written a few pieces since then in the food space. Here she talks about the entire Outer Banks as 
a road trip destination.  
 
MSN.com | May 2023 “Small Town Vines, Big Time Beauty: 10 of America’s Underrated Coastal Small 
Towns Revealed” The roundup, created by Savoteur.com and posted at MSN.com, connects Nags Head and 
Southport to their TV and movie fame while reflecting on the historic beauty of Edenton. With 
recommendations for things to see and do and places to stay and dine, the coverage brings a reach of more 
than 215 million unique visitors per month. https://bit.ly/3BWa59F 

 



 

 

WTKR | May 2023 “Where will Outer Banks tourism be in a decade?” LRTMP public reveal meeting covered 
by the Hampton Roads new station with quotes from Lee Nettles. After considering global tourism trends 
and garnering local input, a consulting firm working with the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau presented a 
“Long-Range Tourism Management Plan” on the evening of May 24 at the Ramada Plaza Oceanfront. 
The plan outlines what is characterized as a “moderate, balanced approach.”  https://bit.ly/3Cl9uPb 

 
US Weekly| May 2023 “Dawson Creek, One Tree Hill and more filming locations” This is an article that 
resulted from the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau PR team hosting the pop culture journalists during the 
VisitNC Film Fam last month.  
https://bit.ly/3C8YZhq 
 
 Our State | June 2023 “The Beach Road: A Stop- by-Stop Guide to exploring NC Highway 12” We assisted 
writer Katie King for the destination deep dive to curate this article. 
https://bit.ly/42qqUV9 
 
Destinations | May 2023 “Aaron and Tourism Sales and Events Manager Lorrie Love collaborated on a City 
Guide column of the official magazine of American Bus Association. It featured key experiences for the 
Group market and is scheduled to appear in the June2023 issue.” 
 
Weather Channel | May 2023 “The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau PR team provided Lighthouse Beach 
photos and b-roll to use in a weekend segment on Dr. Beach’s 2023 selection.”  
 
IN DEVELOPMENT 

 
Our State | Aug 2023 “Jockey’s Ridge is a “NC Icon” for the upcoming August issue. The PR team provided 
beauty shots, plus photo options of the Outer Banks Kite Festival. Also connected the magazine with for photo 
options of the new Jockey’s Trail.” 

 
Destinations | May 2023 “Aaron and Tourism Sales and Events Manager Lorrie Love collaborated on a City 
Guide column of the official magazine of American Bus Association. It featured key experiences for the 
Group market and is scheduled to appear in the June2023 issue.” 

 
PRESS TRIPS  
 
Matt Lardie| May 18-21, 2023 “Matt is working with the OBVB PR team to develop foodie content for 
regional publications and our own channels in a two part effort on both sides of Oregon Inlet. Matt is also 
checking into developing stories around some of our local NPO’s such as Outer Banks Forever and the Friends 
of Jockey’s Ridge.”  

 
Le Figaro | May 28- June 1, 2023 “We hosted a couple of journalists from the French publication Le Figaro. 
Sarah Chevalley and Stanisias Fautre. The French publication comes to us by way of a VisitNC collaboration 
and has a reported distribution of.370,193 copies/1.35 million readers - Weekly supplement news & lifestyle 
magazine distributed with Le Figaro national newspaper. » 

 
MEDIA MARKETPLACES 

 
IPW | May 21-24, 2023  “IPW is the travel industry's premier international marketplace and much more 
than a typical trade show. In 2022 International spending was up 170 percent compared to 2021. It’s 
expected that number will only increase with more international flights added in the last year to the state. 
Aaron had a full slate of appointments from Canada and the UK media in San Antonio, TX.” 
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feel good, look good, live well

The Outer 
Banks  
of North 
Carolina 
Adventure awaits 
along this unspoiled 
stretch of barrier 
islands where wild 
horses run free and 
secluded beaches 
are the norm. Start 
in Corolla, work 
your way south to 
Kitty Hawk, wind 
through Avon and 
Buxton, and finish in 
Ocracoke.

See + Do In Corolla, 
climb 220 steps to  
the top of Currituck  
Beach Lighthouse. In 
Kitty Hawk, thrill-
seekers head to Kitty 
Hawk Kites Hang 
Gliding School to 
soar over Jockey’s 
Ridge State Park for 
aerial views of the 
coast. Grounded 
travelers can check 
out the mostly open-
air Wright Brothers 
National Memorial, 
where Wilbur and 
Orville made their 
first successful flight 
in December 1903. 

Rent a kayak from 
OceanAir Sports 
in Avon and begin 
the day on Pamlico 
Sound. In Ocracoke, 
pedal to South Point 
beach to comb for 
whelks and moon 
shells (rent bikes from 
Ocracoke Beach 
Outfitters). Get your 

●
The Ocracoke 

Campground at 
Cape Hatteras 

National Seashore 
on Ocracoke 

Island can 
accommodate RVs 

under 40 feet. 

             We’re taking the family beach vacay on the 
                      road this summer. It’s time to shuffle your  
playlists, load the car or camper, and cruise  
                              one of these scenic shoreline routes.

Shore
THINGS



Oregon’s Pacific North Coast 
This route is for awe-seekers, foodies, and ’80s film buffs 
(you’ll recognize Cannon Beach from The Goonies). 
Start in Astoria, where the Columbia River meets  
the Pacific Ocean, then meander down the coast 
toward Cannon Beach and Tillamook. 

Stretch Your Legs Around Astoria, take in coastal 
views and the mouth of the Columbia River at  
Fort Stevens State Park, where you can also explore the 
Peter Iredale shipwreck site. Fans of design will enjoy 
Flavel House, a Queen Anne-style Victorian mansion 
built in 1885. The Astoria Riverwalk, stretching along the 
city’s waterfront, is a scenic spot for a bike ride. 

As you hug the rugged coastline down Hwy. 101, plan 
to pull on hiking boots at Ecola State Park for 2½ miles 
of coastline views and forests via the Clatsop Loop Trail. 
And don’t miss a visit to Haystack Rock at Cannon Beach, 
a seasonal haven for tufted puffins (April through early 
July). In Tillamook, outdoorsy types should head to Cape 
Lookout State Park for hiking, a stroll on the park’s family-
friendly Nature Trail, or some low-key beachcombing.

Eat Everything’s fish-to-fork in Astoria. Put these 
standout spots on the agenda: Busu, a Japanese walk-
up window; Fede for handmade, seasonal pasta; and 
Bowpicker for drool-inducing fish and chips. In Cannon 
Beach, check out Sea Level Bakery + Coffee, grab  
a handmade pizza at Surfcrest Market, and satisfy  
your sweet tooth with Oregon ice cream from  
Suzy’s Scoops. If a tasting tour is your kind of itinerary, 
organize your stops following the North Coast Food 
Trail (northcoastfoodtrail.com). The self-guided route 
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history fix at the 200-year-old Ocracoke Lighthouse or 
the Ocracoke Preservation Society Museum.

Eat In Kitty Hawk, fresh Barrier Island Bagels or a high 
stack at Stack ’Em High Pancakes are solid a.m. starts. 
Trio Restaurant & Market offers a fun bistro menu, 
wine bar, and gourmet market. Or tuck into crab cakes 
or shrimp and grits at the Black Pelican, housed in a 
historic former U.S. Life-Saving Service station. 

Day-trip to Roanoke Island for a tour and cocktail at 
Outer Banks Distilling in historic downtown Manteo, and 
don’t miss the freshest local seafood at O’Neal’s Sea 
Harvest in Wanchese (try the soft-shell crab BLT). When 
you get to Buxton, stop by Orange Blossom Bakery & 
Cafe for Apple Uglies (their signature fritter) and have 
lunch at Diamond Shoals Restaurant before catching 
the ferry to Ocracoke. Once there, slurp down oysters 
at Ocracoke Oyster Co. on the NC Oyster Trail, grab a 
coffee at Ocracoke Coffee Co., and hit Flying Melon for 
Creole and Southern fare. 

Stay On the front end of your drive, post up at 
the Sanderling Resort in Duck, featuring airy, chic 
accommodations situated between the Atlantic Ocean 
and Currituck Sound. On the south end, The Ocracoke 
Harbor Inn is charming, with picturesque water views. 

Park If you’re camping or RVing, park at Ocracoke 
Campground, where the beach is a stone’s throw away 
and you can gaze at the Milky Way in dark, clear skies. 

●
Haystack Rock,  

just offshore at Cannon  
Beach, right, is one  

of the most recognizable 
landmarks along the  

Oregon coast. 

●
The wreckage of  

the Peter Iredale, below,  
a four-masted steel  

ship that went aground in  
1906, sits just beyond  
the parking lot at Fort  

Stevens State Park near 
Astoria, OR. 

●
Follow the  

accessible boardwalk 
trail at Currituck 
Banks Reserve, 

below, in Corolla, NC,  
for bird-watching, 

local flora, and  
views of Currituck 

Sound.
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●
The Historic 

District in Leland, 
MI, includes the 

commercial fishing 
area known as 

Fishtown, above, 
which was listed on  

the National 
Register last year.

Stay Lake Shore Resort, 3 miles from downtown 
Saugatuck, is a beautifully renovated midcentury motor 
inn with private lake access and amenities that include 
bikes and kayaks to borrow and complimentary yoga 
classes overlooking the lake. On the north end of the 
trip, check into The Riverside Inn, a landmark downtown 
boutique hotel and restaurant on the Leland River.

Park If you’re doing the van life thing, book a full-
service site at Lake Leelanau RV Park southeast of 
Leland. Hiking, kayaking, and fishing are at your 
fingertips, and the park offers boat and paddleboard 
rentals, plus free wagon rides in the summer. n

●
Stretch your legs and  

feel the sand  
between your toes on  

nearly 100 miles of 
designated hiking trails  

at Sleeping Bear  
Dunes National  

Lakeshore, above, near 
Empire, MI.

represents dozens of local fisheries, farms, creameries, 
breweries, and more—with lots of spots along the coast 
between Astoria and Tillamook. 

Stay In Astoria, the Bowline Hotel features river views, 
barrel saunas, cozy fireplaces, and complimentary  
bikes. Or rest and relax 600 feet into the Columbia River 
at Cannery Pier Hotel & Spa. Reason enough to book  
a room at The Ocean Lodge: Cannon Beach sunsets. 
Park For campers, Fort Stevens State Park on the coast  
is engulfed in nature. 

Lake Michigan from  
Saugatuck to Leland
Start your exploration of this picturesque shoreline  
with a couple of days in Saugatuck on Lake Michigan’s 
southeastern shore. Then cruise through charming little 
towns along US-31 through Manistee and connect with 
Hwy. M-22 to trace the water as you make your way up to  
your second home base in Leland. 

Explore In downtown Saugatuck, hop on the hand-
cranked Saugatuck Chain Ferry to cross the Kalamazoo 
River to Mt. Baldhead, where you can make the steep 
climb up 300-plus stairs for panoramic views. Afterward, 
cool down in the clear waters at Oval Beach or drive  
a few miles north and tour the Felt Mansion, a Georgian 
estate completed in 1928. 

Between Saugatuck and Holland, Saugatuck Dunes 
State Park features 1,000 acres of natural sand dunes 
and wooded trails, plus Instagram-worthy views of 
Lake Michigan. Anywhere along the lake, search for the 
distinctive pudding stones (a type of dotted quartzite 
prevalent in the state).

When you get to Leland, wander the fishing shanties 
and shops along the river in the historic Fishtown district. 
Gear up at Crystal River Outfitters for a kayak or stand-
up paddleboarding session along Sleeping Bear Dunes 
lakeshore. And don’t miss a sunset stroll on Van’s Beach. 

Detour From the dock in Fishtown, catch the ferry 
to North Manitou Island to explore 15,000 acres of 
wilderness and wildlife, including bald eagles. 

Eat In Saugatuck, linger over carrot cake pancakes and 
perfectly cooked eggs at Grow Café + Bistro or fuel up 
on the go with barrel-aged nitro coffee and a breakfast 
sandwich from Uncommon Coffee Roasters. For dinner, 
local fried white fish and chips from Mermaid Bar & Grill 
are a must. Or check out Pennyroyal Cafe & Provisions,  
a hip eatery and bakery. 

En route to Leland, stop in Manistee for local beers 
and grub at North Channel Brewing Co. Then follow the 
locals in Leland to Carlson’s Fishery where you can pick 
up a selection of their smoked fish.
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