
DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD MEETING 

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026 

9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

ONE VISITORS CENTER CIRCLE 

MANTEO, NC 27954 

 

 

AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence 

III. Approval of Agenda 

IV. Approval of Minutes from: 

1. May 21, 2026 Meeting 

2. May 29, 2026 Special Meeting  

 

V. Public Comments 

VI. Chairman’s Report 

VII. Budget & Finance Report 

1. Monthly Meals & Occupancy Reports 

2. Adoption of Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Ordinance 

VIII. Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Updates 

IX. Old Business 

X. New Business 

XI. Board Member Comments 

XII. Set Date, Time, and Place of Next Meeting 

XIII. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 

DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026 

9:00 A.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MANTEO, NC 27954 

 

 

ATTENDING:  Dennis Robinson, Chair; John Head, Vice Chair; Tess Judge, Assistant Treasurer; Tonia 

Cohen, Secretary; Brenda Chasen, Summer Copeland, Dillon Heikens, Richard Hess, Jeff Pruitt, Rob 

Ross, Megan Vaughan, and Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel.  

 

EXCUSED ABSENCE: Tod Clissold, Treasurer; and Mark Batenic.  

 

STAFF: 

Lee Nettles, Executive Director  

Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  

Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist  

Jeff Schwartzenberg, Community Engagement Manager 

Aaron Tuell, Public Relations Manager 

Anna Leigh Chapman, Public Relations Assistant 

Lorrie Love, Tourism Sales and Events Manager 

Austin Horner, Tourism Services Coordinator 

 

OTHERS ATTENDING: Philip Ruckle, The Coastland Times.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  The Board then recited the pledge of allegiance, followed 

by a moment of silence.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mr. Hess moved to approve the agenda. Second by Ms. Chasen. There was 

no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Ms. Vaughan moved to approve the meeting minutes from April 16, 2026 

meeting.  Second by Mr. Head. There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no public comments made. No written comments were received.  

 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT: Legal Counsel reviewed the North Carolina Land and Water 

Fund Restoration Easement. The Steering Committee reviewed the easement previously and reached 

consensus to move it to the full Board.  The Board’s main goals were to be able to make approved uses as 

broad as possible, the restricted uses as narrow and work to limit the length of the term as less than 

perpetuity. After working through several versions and getting ready to send it to the Town of Nags Head 

for their approval and submit to the State, it was discovered that there had been a miscommunication, and 

the Town of Nags Head had created a version. The Town’s version of the easement would last into 

perpetuity and was less broad, and had already been submitted to, and approved by, the State.  Mr. 

Wheless spoke with the Nags Head Town Attorney and the Town understood why the Board wrote the 

easement in the manner they did.   

 

Mr. Wheless noted that the Board might be able to work with the State to submit the Board’s version of 

the easement but that perpetuity might be something the Board would need to have flexibility with.  Mr. 

Head asked if the state would be willing to accept the Boards version and not Nags Head. Mr. Wheless 

stated he did not know but worth a try. Ms. Chasen asked if there was an agreement with Nags Head 
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regarding “control” of the site?  Staff noted that there was a Memorandum of Understanding regarding 

management of the site, which gives the Board management control but this is for a grant that the Town 

has and wires were crossed and the Town started the easement process because of the grant timing. Mr. 

Hess asked if it was possible to for the state to revisit the easement.  Mr. Wheless stated it was, that the 

easement was not signed and had been submitted as a draft, and the Board could submit their version and 

not sign the one previously submitted.  

 

Mr. Hess moved to approve the latest draft [#10] with minor changes, send to Nags Head for their 

approval, and for Lee Nettles, Diane Bognich, and Jay Wheless, to work to take the easement to the state.    

Second by Ms. Chasen.   

 

During discussion, some Board members expressed concern with what they perceived as the Town’s 

regard for events and the relationship with the Tourism Board. Ms. Vaughan noted she understood and the 

Town was trying to balance this partnership and the needs of the citizen of Nags Head. The Chair called 

for the vote.  The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 BUDGET: 

At 9:16 a.m. Ms. Judge moved to open the Public Hearing for the proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 

budget. Second by Mr. Hess.  There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

The Chair called for comments from the public.  No comments were made.  No written comments were 

received.   

 

Ms. Judge moved to close the Public Hearing. Second by Mr. Heikens. There was no discussion. The 

motion passed unanimously (11-0). The Public Hearing closed at 9:17 a.m. 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT (continued):  Staff reviewed the following recommended 

Tourism Impact Grant Extensions: 

 

• Everyone’s Playground INC, Everyone’s Playground. The Steering Committee recommended an 

extension to June 30, 2027. Ms. Judge moved to approve the extension. Second by Mr. Head. 

There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

• Outer Banks Forever, Restroom and Shower Facilities (Old Lighthouse site). The Steering 

Committee recommended an extension to October 30, 2026. Mr. Head moved to approve the 

extension. Second by Ms. Vaughan. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously 

(11-0). 

 

• Friends of Jockey’s Ridge, 10 Points of Interest Trail. The Steering Committee recommended an 

extension to December 31, 2026. Ms. Judge moved to approve the extension. Second by Ms. 

Cohen. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

• Town of Kitty Hawk, Highway 158 Multi-Use Path. The Steering Committee recommended an 

extension to June 30, 2027. Ms. Chasen moved to approve the extension. Second by Mr. Heikens.  

There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

Lee Nettles reviewed the Request for Proposals (RFP) for a comprehensive strategy and master plan to 

utilize the Soundside Event Site for the next three to five years, including infrastructure and circulation 

on/around the site, facilities and amenities, aesthetics, landscaping, and safety, and a phasing and 

implementation strategy. The Committee discussed the lease on the ropes course and potential outcomes 

for the three to five year plan.  Following discussion, Ms. Judge moved to approve the RFP.  Second by 

Mr. Hess. There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 



 

May 21, 2026 Dare County Tourism Board  3 

 

The Chair noted that the Hatteras Offshore Open was very successful this year and noted the second 

annual Outer Banks Hampton Roads Show Takeover.  

 

Ms. Chasen left the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 

 

BUDGET AND FINANCE REPORT:  Ms. Judge reviewed the meals and occupancy receipts received.  

Receipts for fiscal year 2025-2026 were down 1.75% compared to 2024-2025.   

 

Staff reviewed Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget Amendment #3. This amendment is for additional 

marketing expenditures to augment late spring and summer marketing efforts.  Following the review, Mr. 

Hess moved to approve Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget Amendment #3. Second by Mr. Head. There was 

no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Diane Bognich noted that the Committee met to discuss employee 

benefits and how the current benefits package compared to other destinations and local municipalities.  

 

The biggest conversation was around health insurance and the premiums paid by the Bureau and staff.  

Rates continue to increase and with a small staff, there are not many companies or plans to choose from.  

However, with the addition of a new hire [a Marketing Manager], staff can look at a different tier plan 

that will help reduce premium costs.   

 

Normally, there is a 90 day period before benefits kick in for a new employee; however, the Committee 

recommended waiving the 90 day waiting period this one time in order to take advantage of the lower 

premium with the additional employee beginning July 1.  

 

The Board was in favor of the waiving of the 90 day waiting period; however, Legal Counsel stated he 

would need to review the Personnel Policy to ensure that the waiver would not be in violation of other 

policies or illegal.  

 

Mr. Hess moved that, subject to review of  Legal Counsel, and with his approval the 90 day waiting 

period was waived one time, but if Legal Counsel found it to violate other policies [in the manual], or 

illegal, then the waiver was not approved. Second by Mr. Pruitt. There was no discussion.  The motion 

passed unanimously (11-0). 

 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU UPDATES:  Lee Nettles introduced two videos, one recapping 

work done by staff for the Boardwalk opening, Community Engagement in the schools, Softshell Week 

and the Outer Banks Takeover Week on the Hampton Roads Show, and the other recapping public 

relations appearances on the Hampton Roads show and Washington DC television. He then reviewed the 

marketing dashboard and visitation.  

 

Jeff Schwartzenberg: 

• discussed the Fourth Annual Non-Profit Mission Mixer held with the Outer Banks Chamber 

of Commerce at the Brewing Station drew attendance from 38 different non-profits 

throughout the County 

• ‘Tourism Talks’ at the various Dare County Schools and Early College during National 

Tourism Week 

• noted that Karen Brown had officially retired and that Hunter Walsh was now the Executive 

Director.  He asked that Hunter replace Karen on the Long Range Tourism Management Plan 

Special Committee.   Mr. Head moved to appoint Hunter Walsh to the Long Range Tourism 

Management Plan Special Committee. Second by Ms. Vaughan. There was no discussion.  

The motion passed unanimously (11-0). 
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Lorrie Love: 

• reviewed Soft-Shell Crab Week. This year had 41 participating restaurants and debuted the 

Soft-Shell Express Culinary Tour. Attendees of Soft-Shell week can vote for their favorite 

restaurant and this year’s winner was Kill Devil Grill.  

• shared the itinerary for the immersion tour for VisitNC, the state’s tourism office, in early 

June 

 

Aaron Tuell: 

• shared “Best Of” rankings in Conde Nast Traveler, USA Today, Cardinal & Pine, and North 
Carolina’s Power List (which featured Lee Nettles) and articles from Southern Living, Our 

State Magazine, and Atlanta Magazine 

• upcoming article in National Geographic Traveler 

 

OLD BUSINESS: The Chair recapped the meeting between the Tourism Board Chair, Vice Chair, 

Bureau Staff and representatives from Nags Head Town Board and staff regarding events at the 

Soundside. The meeting stemmed from the previous denial of the permit for OBX Rod and Custom. The 

Chair voiced concern over the lack of consideration from the Town about the economic impacts of events 

at the Soundside Event Site. 

 

 Lee Nettles noted he felt the meeting brought a positive outcome in that Town representatives invited the 

Bureau staff to offer wording changes to the crowd gathering portion of the ordinance to facilitate event 

development and promotion. Ms. Vaughan noted that the Town considers it a good partnership with the 

Bureau (in the event site) but noted that the Town also needed to consider its duty to citizens of the Town. 

 

Board members discussed incident reports from past events from OBX Rod and Custom, noting that 

many of the incidents happened away from the event site and were not concretely linked to event 

participants and that the site, and this event in particular, was singled out. Board members did thank the 

Town for holding a post-event meeting with the OBX Rod & Custom in a timely manner this year.  Some 

Board members suggested meeting quarterly with the Town to help prevent future problems.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business before the Board. 

 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  The Chair thanked the County Commissioners for beach 

nourishment, and Ms. Judge for bringing the North Carolina Department of Transportation Board here for 

their meeting.  

 

• Ms. Vaughan noted beach nourishment would begin soon in Nags Head 

• Mr. Hess noted Hunter Walsh was the new Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce President and 

looked forward to working with him 

• Ms. Cohen noted hotels were preparing for Memorial Day 

• Mr. Heikens recapped the recent ‘Trash Attack’ clean up in Kill Devil Hills, and implementation 

of a story book walk at Aviation Park 

• Mr. Ross noted approval of a permit to repair the groin in Buxton 

• Mr. Pruitt thanked the Board for their support of commercial fishermen via both the Seafood 

Festival and Soft-Shell week 

• Ms. Copeland noted restaurants were also preparing for Memorial Day  

• Mr. Head noted the season was looking strong for rentals 
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• Ms. Judge recapped the North Carolina Dept of Transportation Board member tour and that the 

delay on the rest area in Manteo was due to termites 

• On behalf of Ms. Chasen, the Clerk noted that the Town of Duck was launching the “Duck 

Pond,” which is similar to a little library but with rubber ducks instead of books, and a new 

pollinator garden in by the north parking lot at the Town Boardwalk. 

 

SET DATE, TIME, AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, June 18, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in Curtis Creech Memorial Boardroom, Outer Banks Visitors 

Bureau Administrative Office, Manteo, NC.    

 

The Chair asked if there was any further business before the Board. Hearing none, the Chair adjourned 

the meeting at 11:08 a.m. 

 

 

 

ATTESTED: 

 

 

________________________ 
Clerk, Dare County Tourism Board 
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RECORD OF MINUTES 

DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD SPECIAL MEETING 

FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026 

4:00 P.M. 

OUTER BANKS VISITORS BUREAU ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MANTEO, NC 27954 

 

 

ATTENDING:  Dennis Robinson, Chair; John Head, Vice Chair; Tod Clissold, Treasurer; Tonia Cohen, 

Secretary; Mark Batenic, Brenda Chasen, Richard Hess, and Megan Vaughan.  

 

EXCUSED ABSENCE: Tess Judge, Assistant Treasurer; Summer Copeland, Dillon Heikens, Jeff Pruitt, 

Rob Ross, and Jay Wheless, Legal Counsel.  

 

STAFF: 

Lee Nettles, Executive Director  

Diane Bognich, Director of Administration  

Amy Wood, Clerk to the Board/Administrative Specialist  

Christian Stevens, Human Resources Intern 

 

OTHERS ATTENDING: None.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m.   

 

The Chair reviewed that at the May 21, 2026 meeting, Legal Counsel was asked to review proposed 

changes to ensure they did not go against other items in the policy or the law.  He reviewed and 

recommended changing the healthcare eligibility period from 90 to 30 days within the Personnel Policy 

instead of waiving the 90 day period one time, as suggested at the May 21, 2026 meeting.  

 

The Chair then reviewed the following proposed Personnel Policy changes: 

 

• Owned and Share Media Manager title changed to Marketing Manager 

• Employees, spouse, and/or family become eligible for health insurance ninety thirty days after 

employment. 

 

Mr. Head moved to accept the changes as presented. Second by Ms. Chasen. During discussion,  

Mr. Head noted this resulted in a large saving to the Board/Bureau and to staff. There was no further 

discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Hearing no further business before the Board, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:02 p.m. 

 

 

ATTESTED: 

 

 

________________________ 
Clerk, Dare County Tourism Board 
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    DARE COUNTY TOURISM BOARD 
    COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT REPORT   
    JUNE 18, 2026 

 
 

OBVB Hosts ‘Promise for the Park’ Beach Cleanup  
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau staff, members of the LRTMP 
Special Committee and community volunteers 
participated in a ‘Promise for the Park’ Beach Cleanup on 
June 10. In the spirit of The Outer Banks Promise, the 
Bureau has adopted the one-mile stretch of beach that 
covers the pedestrian access ramp immediately south of 
the homes in South Nags Head and extends down to 
Ramp 2 at Coquina Beach as part of the National Park 
Service Adopt-a-Beach Program. 

 

Outer Banks Promise Spotlight: The Secotan 
Alliance – In the Spirit of Wingina 
At their annual ‘In the Spirit of Wingina’ symposium 
on May 29 at the Virginia S. Tillett Community 
Center, the Secotan Alliance and event attendees 
learned about OBVB efforts to inspire more 
responsible visitation before collectively making 
The Outer Banks Promise destination pledge. We 
encourage other area businesses, groups and 
associations to share their commitment to 
enhancing stewardship in our community. To learn 
more, contact Jeff Schwartzenberg at community@outerbanks.org. 
 
 

2nd Annual Outer Banks Volunteer Week Schedule 
Begins to Take Shape 
The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau is excited to host the 2nd 
Annual Outer Banks Volunteer Week from October 10-17, 
2026, with several opportunities for visitors, residents and 
second homeowners to connect more deeply with the 
community by volunteering with local organizations on a 
variety of projects and events. Volunteer Week opportunities 
currently scheduled include: 

 
October 10 - Town of Kitty Hawk Community Cleanup (10:00am-12:00pm) 
October 10 - Island Farm Pumpkin Patch (8:45am-12:15pm or 11:45am-3:15pm) 
October 11 - Duck Jazz Festival (times TBD) 
October 13 - Outer Banks Relief Foundation Beach Cleanup - Glenmere Ave. Access, KDH (4:00pm-5:30pm) 
October 14 - Dare County Master Gardeners' - Outer Banks Arboretum and Teaching Garden (9:00am-11:00am) 
October 15-16 – Bluegrass Island Music Festival 
October 17 - Island Farm Pumpkin Patch (8:45am-12:15pm or 11:45am-3:15pm) 
October (TBD) – Elizabethan Gardens: Gardening + Decorating for ‘A Night of 1587 Pumpkins’ and ‘WinterLights’ 
 

https://www.outerbanks.org/community/outer-banks-promise/
https://www.secotanalliance.org/
https://www.outerbanks.org/plan-your-trip/beaches/outer-banks-promise/
mailto:community@outerbanks.org
https://www.outerbanks.org/voluntourism/volunteer-week/
https://www.outerbanks.org/voluntourism/volunteer-week/
https://www.volunteerobx.com/need/detail/?need_id=1246487
https://www.volunteerobx.com/need/detail/?need_id=1270854
https://www.bluegrassisland.com/volunteer
https://www.volunteerobx.com/need/detail/?need_id=1246487


Beach Food Pantry’s ‘Take the Tan, Leave the Cans’ Campaign Leverages 
OBVB Video Content to Deepen the  Connection between Visitors and the 
Outer Banks Community 
The Beach Food Pantry recently elevated their ‘Take the Tan, Leave the Cans’ 
campaign, which is designed to inspire visitors to donate leftover, unopened 
groceries after a vacation stay. Working with local property management companies 
and partners across the community, the Beach Food Pantry created low-tack vinyl 
stickers that leverage two OBVB videos (via QR codes) to spotlight this campaign, as 
well as share ways for visitors to volunteer with BFP during their stay. 
 
Videos: 
‘Take the Tan, Leave the Cans’: Facebook Spotlight 
Voluntourism on the OBX: The Beach Food Pantry 
 

     
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Community, Stakeholder and Industry Engagement Opportunities 
 

May 21 – Elizabethan Gardens Annual Luncheon (Guest) 
May 21 – Outer Banks Community Foundation Community Terrace Opening (Guest) 
May 28 – Coastal Environmental Educators Network (CEEN) Meeting (Participant) 
May 28 – Coastal Studies Institute ‘Science on the Sound’ Lecture Series (Guest) 
May 29-30 – The Secotan Alliance - In the Spirit of Wingina 3 Event (Participant + Presenter)  
 
June-July-August (TBD) – Soundside Markets (Participant) 
 
June 2-3 – Visit North Carolina Destination Immersion / Roanoke Island + Hatteras Island (Participant) 
June 10 – ‘Promise for the Park’ Beach Cleanup (Host) 
June 17 – Learn Tourism Webinar: Preserving the Past, Engaging the Future (Participant) 
June 23 – Outer Banks Owners Alliance Virtual Meeting (Presenter) 
June 24 – Destination Management Peer Group Virtual Meeting (Participant) 
 
August 10-12 – Great Trails State Conference / Winston-Salem, NC (Attendee) 
August 19 – National Aviation Day Event / Wright Brothers National Memorial (Participant) 

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1113103514191246&id=100064748228626&hpir=1
https://youtu.be/ZuV-zhR1QdE?si=0PrNBDbsG8Y54n5d
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1113103514191246&id=100064748228626&hpir=1
https://youtu.be/ZuV-zhR1QdE?si=0PrNBDbsG8Y54n5d


What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

TOURISM SALES & EVENTS | INDUSTRY RELATIONS ACTIVITY – JUNE 2026 
 
TOURISM SALES | Future Trade Show Dates and Locations: 

• August 9 - 12, 2026: NC Motorcoach & Virginia Motorcoach, Richmond, VA 

• August 21 – 24, 2026: Student Youth Travel Association, Pittsburgh, PA 

• September 21 - 24, 2026: S.P.O.R.T.S Marketplace, Virginia Beach, VA  

• November 15 - 18, 2026:  National Tour Association Travel Exchange, Tulsa, OK 

• November 30 - December 3, 2026: Travel South International Showcase, Nashville, TN 

• December 8 - 9, 2026: AENC Annual Trade Show, Raleigh, NC 

• January 25 – 27, 2027:  NC Festival & Event Association, Charlotte, NC 

• February 6 - 9, 2027: American Bus Association Annual Marketplace, Calgary, Edmonton 

• February 16 – 19, 2027: Municipal Special Events Summit | Knoxville, TN 

• March 15 – 18, 2027: Heritage Club International-Bank Travel, Branson, MO 

• April 5 – 7, 2027: Visit NC 365, Winston Salem, NC 

• May 2 – 6, 2027: US Travel’s IPW Marketplace, New Orleans, LA 

              

INDUSTRY RELATIONS | Kill Devil Grill Wins 2026 Soft-Shell Week: 
 
Kill Devil Grill claimed the top spot for the third consecutive year 

during the 4th Annual Outer Banks National Soft-Shell Week. 

Nearly 1,000 votes were cast across 41 participating restaurants 

from Duck to Hatteras, with Blue Moon Beach Grill and The Bonzer 

Shack rounding out the top three. 

Building on the success of this 

year's event, Bureau staff are already planning for 2027 with a focus 

on increasing restaurant participation, enhancing visitor 

experiences, and introducing new promotional opportunities. Outer 

Banks National Soft-Shell Week continues to grow as a signature 

culinary event that supports shoulder-season visitation and strengthens engagement with both 

visitors and local businesses. 

 



What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

INDUSTRY RELATIONS | SAVE THE DATE:  

OBX Tourism Summit| Thursday, November 5, 2026| 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 
Preparations are underway for the 12th Annual OBX 

Tourism Summit, which will be held on Thursday, November 

5, 2026, at Jennette’s Pier. Staff are currently developing 

the program, 

identifying speakers, and shaping content that will provide 

valuable industry insights, highlight emerging tourism trends, 

and foster meaningful networking opportunities among tourism 

partners. Additional details, including registration information 

and the event agenda, will be shared as preparations continue. 
              

SOUNDSIDE EVENT SITE | Boardwalk & Site Updates 

Staff are actively implementing a variety of improvements at the Soundside Event Site and boardwalk 

area to enhance the visitor experience and support future site development, including: 

• Issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the development of a 3–5 Year Strategic Plan for 

the Soundside Event Site to help guide future programming, operations, capital 

improvements, and long-term site development. 

• Installed the "Rules of the Boardwalk" signage. 

• Pet waste stations mounted throughout the event 

site.  

• Assembled bike racks, with installation currently 

underway. 

• Ordered trash and recycling receptacles for the site. 

• Implementing security camera system; scheduled for 26/27 fiscal year. 

• Working with landscaper to address drainage improvements at the Dairy Queen parking lot. 

• Contracted educational interpretive signage and are currently working through the design 

phase, with installation anticipated by the end of October 2026. 

  



What’s the economic impact of a tour group: A fully loaded motorcoach (35 passengers on average) on a charter or tour making an overnight stay 
contributes an average of $9,000 to $11,000 (USD) per day to the local economy in expenditures including meals, lodging, shopping, admission fees, 
souvenirs, and local taxes. – American Bus Association 

THE SOUNDSIDE EVENT SITE | Soundside Summer Markets: 
 
Held every Wednesday from 9:00am – 1:00pm: 

• June 17 
• June 24 
• July 1 
• July 8  
• July 15 
• July 22 
• July 29 
• August 5 
• August 12 
• August 19 
• August 26 
• September 6 

 
 
For additional information visit www.soundsidemarket.com  
 
              

THE SOUNDSIDE EVENT SITE | 2026 Calendar Attached:   

Staff continue to work with event planners for events held at the Soundside Event Site. Attached is the current 

2026 Events Calendar for your review.  All Fall event applications were sent out May 1st to event planners.

http://www.soundsidemarket.com/


Name of Event Date of Event

    
change as event draws 

closer)
Number of 
Attendees Event Planner Site Reserved

Sumospeed Beach 
Bash(cancelled) June 13, 2026 1:00pm - 5:00pm 900 Nick Gressley - 757-681-2563 June 13, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series June 17, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 June 17, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series June 24, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 June 24, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series July 1, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 July 1, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series July 8, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 July 8, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series July 15, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 July 15, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series July 22, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 July 22, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series July 29, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 July 29, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series August 5, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 August 5, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series August 12, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 August 12, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series August 19, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 August 19, 2026

Soundside Summer Market 
Series August 26, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 August 26, 2026

Soundside Labor Day Market September 6, 2026 9:00am - 1:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 September 6, 2026

OBX Jeep Mutiny September 18 - 19, 2026 9:00am - 5:00pm 1000 Steve House - 252-305-9258 September 17 - 20, 2026

Get Low Outer Banks September 26, 2026 11:00am - 6:00pm 700 Kristopher Means - 561.294.5989 September 26, 2026

OBX Rod & Custom Toy Festival October 3, 2026 11:00am - 4:00pm 250 Sara Hole - 252-423-0845 October 2 - 4, 2026

2026 Soundside Event Site Schedule



OBX Seafood Festival October 17, 2026 10:00am - 6:00pm
8000  (Not all at 

one time) Hunter Walsh October 13 - 19, 2026

OBX Brewtag October 24, 2026 11:00am - 6:00pm
5000  (Not all at 

one time) Chris O'Neill- 252-305-5561 October 22 - 26, 2026

OBX  Truck Fest November 6 - 7, 2026 9:00am - 4:30pm 1000 Eric Czap - 910-398-5011 November 5 - 8, 2026

Grassfed Bluegrass November 14, 2026 12:00pm - 10:00pm 1000 Miller MacDonald 252-339-6807November 13 - 15, 2026

Soundside Holiday Market November 22, 2026 12:00pm - 4:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 November 22, 2026

Soundside Holiday Market 
November 29, 2026 (rain 
date: December 6, 2026) 12:00pm - 4:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 November 29, 2026

Soundside Holiday Market 
December 13, 2026 (rain 

date: December 20, 2026) 12:00pm - 4:00pm 500-700 Alex Brewer - 252-564-5251 December 13, 2026
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