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GET AWAY WHILE WE'RE GIVING IT AWAY!

Pack your bags and then unload your baggage with a Royal American beach getaway.
Enjoy your fourth night FREE and a FREE $50 voucher to Beachfront Adventures with
August and September travel. Enjoy a day of FREE beach chairs, a FREE round of drinks
and Choice Privileges® Rewards with all travel!

Use promo code "BOSS.” Beach services available seasonally at select properties. Drinks available seasonally. Ask your agent for details. Restrictions apply.

VACATION
Royal American R E N TA L S

Buch {feiacipy o {3 CHOICE

RABeachGetaways.com HoreLs

9400 South Thomas Drive, Panama City Beach, FL 32408

800-224-4853 - RABeachGetaways.com




COUNTS-OAKES

DELIVERING AN EXPERIENCE THAT IS UNIQUE TO YOU

Your time ... Your experience. Choose Counts-Oakes Resort Properties
for the best selection of vacation rentals in Panama City Beach,
featuring resorts, condos and beach houses. We specialize in luxury
beach house rentals ranging in size from 3-9 bedrooms. Perfect for
family gatherings, weddings, special events and sports teams.

All vacation rentals include an
Exclusive Unlimited
All-Access VIP Pass

to Cobra Adventure Park
and Emerald Falls Family
Recreation Center.

RESORT PROPERTIES

A New Experience in Vacation Rentals

—

COUNTS-OAKES

RESORT

properties

Five Rental Office Locations in PCB:
Pier Park
Thomas Drive - East End
PCB Parkway - West End
Horizon South Resort
Shores of Panama - Exclusive On-Site Rental Office

(850) 636-6700 | PanamaBeachRentals.com
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Sterling Stories

CREATING VACATION MEMORIES THAT LAST A

[ ]
S t 6 I'hn LIFETIME STARTS WITH A REALLY GOOD STORY
~—

RESORTS The week your family looks forward to all year. The
weekend that was just because. The extras you didn’t
have to pay for. Some memories we will remember more
than others — those are the Sterling Stories.

BY PACIFICA COMPANIES

(877) 423-9304 Discover your next escape, along with
SterlingResorts.com attractive offers, on our website.
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Join us as we celebrate 50 years... serving more fresh
local seafood than any other restaurant on the Gulf Coast.

#1 SEAFOOD RESTAURANT ~ AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  HALL OF FAME & GOLDEN SPOON AMERICA'S TOP 50 BEST SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

Southem Living Wine Spectator Florida Trend Restaurants & Institutions Travel Channel

DINE EARLY AND WATCH THE FLEET UNLOAD

B50-234-2225 - 1-888-878-6750 » Open Monday - Saturday. Closed Sunday
5551 N. Lagoon Drive, Panama City Beach, Florida 32408 « CaptAndersons.com

---------- Three Cheese Shrimp & Grits, our comfort version of a Southern Classic
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FEATURES
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46 GLAMPING
Glamour + Camping = A
luxurious, custom camping
experience at St. Andrews
State Park, brought to you
by Fancy Camps.

50 WHAT’S NEW

PCB is changing, but one

thing remains constant: a

commitment to providing e
visitors and locals with the e —
best in products and services.

54 sHELL ISLAND

If you're ready to escape the

bustle of popular vacation ... -
attractions, head to remote :
Shell Island, an extension of z
St. Andrews State Park. =4
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Family Friendly Destination

r’f’/:'// cllc

INN & SUITES

17255 Front Beach Road
(850) 234-2121
PalmettoMotel.com

STAY HERE AND FEEL LIKE FAMILY

Palmetto Inn & Suites provides two locations — one on the
Beachside as well as on the Northside which provides all
of the accommaodations you will need. Come experience
our Southern hospitality at its finest. For a complete list

of accommodations please visit our website today!

Free airport shuttle | Private Gulf-front balconies
Poolside Tiki Bar | Gulf-front pool, hot tub and sundeck
Gulf-front kids playground
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By The Sea Resorts

FramRia

15405 Front Beach Road 11073 Front Beach Road
28 e Panama City Beach Panama City Beach
- 44,& --ﬂ R “'""”‘ul‘f“ - (850) 249-2031 (850) 249-2442

ﬁ LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
K ‘: II‘!)ERSEQ \ By The Sea Resorts features four beachfront properties
o - as well as one property just across from the beach.
\—/ Each is conveniently located within walking distance
of shopping, dining and entertainment.

From standard hotel rooms to suites with full kitchens, each

Legacy By The Sea | Beachcomber By The Sea | property is uniquely suited to fit your needs
Beach Tower By The Sea | Beachbreak By The Sea and budget. Plus, you'll enjoy FREE continental breakfast
Ocean Breeze By The Sea and FREE daily housekeeping when you stay By The Seal
(888) 627-0625
ByTheSeaResorts.com CALL FOR SPECIALS!
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LETTER
FROM
THE CEO

AS A BUSY SUMMER comes to a close,
we welcome what many “in the know” call
their favorite time in Panama City Beach
— autumn. There is no such time as “off
season” here as we have become a year-
round destination, and starting Labor Day
into the holiday season the amazing events
keep on coming. A variety of music and
local seafood festivals, holiday celebrations
and parades highlight the calendar this
time of year. At the same time, we always
have beautiful weather in Panama City
Beach, and there is no shortage of sunny

days mixed with warm waters during
autumn. So as you flip through these pages,
I encourage you to have your calendar
handy and plan to attend a fall festival or stroll on the sand in Panama City Beach.
I know I will.

In this issue of Visit Panama City Beach, you will find some new places and spaces
to explore in PCB (pg. 50), how to take camping to the next level (pg. 46), tips on fall
fishing from a local expert (pg. 86) and where to go to root on your favorite sports
teams this football season (pg. 74).

That’s not all you will uncover in the pages of this visitors guide. Take a peek
through the issue and discover more going on in Panama City Beach; from golfing
and shopping to ecological wonder, there are opportunities all along the 27 miles of
white sand and emerald waters waiting for you to explore.

However you decide to spend your fall season in Panama City Beach, we invite
you to “Make It Yours.” From ecotourism and romance to family beach time and
adrenaline, the options are endless to create your own vacation vibe here at our Real.

Fun.Beach.

Do

Dan Rowe, President and CEO
Visit Panama City Beach
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Offering condominiums and beach homes
in Panama City Beach, FL.

844-602-5246 | RQLovesPCB.com

By Wyndham Vacation Rentals’ n -

On-Site at Tidewater | Celadon | Palazzo | Carillon Beach | Sunrise Beach | Seychelles

O OO | Hiiowigontly ~

' -
Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST-ZBTEZ‘.ton Seller of Travel Reg. No. 603118961, Wyndham Vacation Rentals and related marks are registered trademarks and/or servi Ul_li&d States and intematloﬂally.
Il rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 14 Sylvan Way, Parsippany, NJ 07054 / ©2017 Wyndham Vacation Rentals North America, LLC. -

o SRR
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»> LIVE WEBCAM

When you can’t be in Panama
City Beach, you can still keep
an eye on the world’s most
beautiful beaches thanks

to a new high definition
webcam mounted on the
M.B. Miller Pier. Just go to
VisitPanamaCityBeach.com
to access the webcam, and
even take control of the
camera for up to 40 seconds
at a time!

You can choose from 10
pre-set views to check on the
waves and the water, or take
a look down our white sandy | e
beaches in either direction. gy L o I, Fra

As an extra treat, you'll o » ’ﬁ-ﬁﬁ"g-‘ﬁ -
be able to save and share
images from the webcam, of LIVE VIEWS Even if you can't be here in person, you can catch a giimpse of Panama City

Beach from anywhere in the world! Check out the white sand, emerald greer

see atime-la pse rep[og of OF PC B water or last night’s sunsat!
the previous day’s sunset. R AT
Checkitout! It'sthe nextbest. . -

thing to actually getting the
sand between your toes.

Visit our website to find out »> Get Inspired
about current beach conditions! While you're planning, check out
the photos that other visitors have

VisitPanamaCityBeach.com already posted. #RealFunBeach

»>> SOCIAL CABANA " +
Check out what's happening in n

Panama City Beach through our range VisitPanamaCityBeach
of social media: Facebook, Twitter,

Pinterest, Instagram, Google Plus,
YouTube and our Blog. u@

@visit_pcb
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LOBSTER FESTIVAL HALLOWEEN BASH &
& TOURNAMENT COSTUME CONTEST!

September 11" - 17* Fridov October 27

HOONE

LAST LOCAL BEACH CLUB#
GOOD FOOD. COLD FROSTY COCKTAILS.  850-235-3555 « 5121 Thomas Drive » schooners.com LIVE BANDS, RIGHT ON THE BEACH.
facebook bwitter® WD

FALL 2017 VISITPANAMACITYBEACH.COM 15



A
Northwest

Florida Beaches
International
Airport (turn right
on Hwy 388)
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Front Beach Rd

Panama City Beach

Talk Like a Local

“Back Beach Road” Panama City Beach Parkway

“Middle Beach Road” Hutchison Boulevard
“City Pier” Russell-Fields Pier
“County Pier” M.B. Miller Pier

**NOT DRAWN TO SCALE Major Road Bike Path
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Gulfo
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Thomas Dr

o o
Rick Seltzer Park St. Andrews
State Park

Distance Chart

Atlanta, GA 297 mi 470 km

Birmingham, AL 280 mi 440 km

Dallas, TX 751 mi 1,310 km
Houston, TX 639mi 1,034 km
Montgomery, AL 186 mi 206 km

Nashville, TN 476 mi 744 km

New Orleans, LA 305 mi 513 km

Orlando, FL 340 mi 617 km

St. Louis, MO 745 mi 1,243 km
Tallahassee, FL 98 mi 171 km

Tampa, FL 339 mi 546 km
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 =GRAND

! E B  RESTAURANT &OYSTERBAR

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL

~ ‘&. R L L!" 4

A Unique Dining Experience Between Time & Tide.

Fresh local seafood, island cocktails and a relaxed
atmosphere...welcome to The Grand Marlin!

Pull up a seat at our fantastic oyster bar or join us
upstairs at The North Drop Bar for a more casual,
laid back waterfront setting! Enjoy a succulent
meal of fresh seafood, perfectly grilled steaks,
decadent desserts and, of course, the view.

Come by land, come by sea, but definitely

(ome as you are!

Make reservations online at thegrandmarlin.com or call 850-249-1500 | 5323 N. Lagoon Dr., Panama City Beach, FL | Serving dinner daily nﬂ. §
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Find Your Own Adventure at Sea

PANAMA CITY BEACH

5709 N. Lagoon Drive
(Across from Capt. Anderson’s)
(850) 235-0099 | watersportspc.com

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET
OUT ON THE WATER...

We offer the largest fleet of pontoon boats and WaveRunners®
in PCB, as well as the closest access to spectacular Shell
Island. Enjoy clean, reliable, fully equipped pontoon boats for
full or half-day rental, fuel included! Need more excitement?
Experience the thrill and freedom of riding new WaveRunners®,
two-hour tours and hourly rentals at more than 12 locations.

Ask about our Dolphin Tours and $30 off special!

FALL 2017 VISITPANAMACITYBEACH.COM 19



By land and by seq, animals
enrich the Gulf of Mexico experience

BY STEVE BORNHOFT
ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN RUSSO

DESERTS CAN BE made to bloom. Just add water.
Doubt that? Consider, then, the sands of Panama City g
Beach, its surf line and the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico S andpuper :
extending to the horizon. e
Those environments attract and host myriad life : =
forms, a mere small sample of which is

represented in the drawing before +a
you. Some, at the bottom of _ - .
food chains, are so small as to 3
go unseen; others are too big | *
to be reeled in. -2

To be sure, all =

-

add to the |
experience of ]
visiting the =
beach. It =

is possible

to enjoy =

each ona =
surfacelevel, = =

but you may  *+*
also be inclined © +#
to go granular

— see what we did &

there? — and seek answers to ., . = 3 B

the questions they invite: v 'H. 1 TR Fighting

How do sand dollars eat? 1! -t 4, Conch - >

Of what advantage to ! = - -
)

snowy egrets are yellow ' ‘ \ il ‘I' i
feet? All groupers mature \ ,
first as females! What's g
that all about?

And, hey, we haven’t
even gotten around to marine
mammals, including that bottlenose
leaper who elicits oohs and aahs
whenever it takes to the air.

Coquina

Callico Scallop
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GOLF
SPOTLIGHT

Golfers’
Paradise

FOR THE SERIOUS
GOLFER — or the
lucky beginner —
there could be no
Panama City Beach
souvenir more
precious than a hole-
in-one. Courses here
offer easy-to-reach
par 3s that make
such an achievement
possible. There are
plenty of holes that
will tempt you to take
your driver out of
the bag. And hey, if
your sand wedge is
a little rusty, there’s
no better way to
sharpen your sand
play than to practice
at the beach before
hitting the links.
Panama City
Beach’s eight-course
golf menu includes:
BAY POINT, offering
two layouts, the only
Nicklaus Design
course in the region
and a more subtle
Walter Byrd layout;
HOLIDAY GOLF,
home to both a
regulation 18-hole
layout and a lighted
par-3 executive
course;
HOMBRE, with three
courses, each of
which provides a
distinctive challenge
and lots of water;

SIGNAL HILL, which
delivers a varied

18 holes, open on
the front side but
dicier on the back.

ROMONA ROBBINS

A

HOMBRE GOLF CLUB
Even low-handicap go
tend to rinse a few at
the Hombre given its
abundant water hazards.
The club hosts a PGA
Qualifier annually.

A Golfer's

aradise(s)

PCB-area golf clubs change and expand
to fit the needs of their members.

BY THOMAS J. MONIGAN
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AUTUMN ON THE EMERALD COAST means bright, cool mornings and sunny
afternoons no longer tormented by maximum humidity — reason enough to head to
the local golf club for a day of driving and putting! The following area golf clubs have
changed over the years, and for some, more changes are on the horizon, but there’s no
doubt that each club will continue to present the very best in amenities.




¥ RESORT

properties

THE MOST CgQ
RESORTC/ IN PANAMA CITY BEACH

SHORES
800.621.2462 | shoresofpanama.com

PANAMA CITY BEACH
N
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HOMBRE GOLF CLUB

The Hombre opened with 18 holes in
December 1989 and quickly established
some impressive PGA connections,
which allowed them to host The Panama
City Beach Classic in 1990. Since then,
they have strengthened their association
with the PGA by providing an annual
PGA Qualifying School.

“There aren’t many opportunities for
the public to play where the pros play,”
said Robby Willis, the clubs general
manager and director of golf. Willis
added that in the past three years, 18 new
greens have been installed, and there was
a “complete renovation” of the clubhouse.

Earlier this year, the course established
a partnership with Callaway Golf and
introduced the Hombre Performance
Center, with Hank Castleberry as its
director.

“Were going to do lessons, custom
fittings — the whole nine yards,”
Castleberry said in a springtime interview.

Since 2001, Hombre’s addition of a
third set of nine holes gave it 27, total —
making it unique in Bay County. Those
27 holes were divided into nines with

the titles “The Good,” “The Bad” and
“The Ugly.”

Last year, St. Joe Company bought
Holes 1 and 2 of “The Bad” course
with plans to develop that land into
commercial property. Reconfiguration is
scheduled for this fall, with local PGA
pro Jerry Pate providing the design. The
par will change from 36 to 34 for those
nine holes, and from 72 to 70, overall.

“It’s going to change the personality
of the course, but it will not soften the
personality one bit,” Willis said.

Meanwhile, new course owner and
local developer George Roberts has
stated that maintaining 27 holes would
prove too costly, so his intention is to
develop “The Good” into what has
been termed a “high-end housing
community.”

“But there will not be an interruption at
any time,” Willis said. “There will always
be 18 holes of golf here at The Hombre.”

BAY POINT GOLF CLUB

The Bay Point Golf Club is part of
Sheraton Bay Point Resort. The golf club
features The Nicklaus Course, which

HOMBRE GOLF CLUB

Bay Point Golf Club
The Nicklaus Course &
The Meadows Course
(850) 235-6950
BayPointGolf.com

Hombre Golf Club
(850) 234-3673
HombreGolfClub.com

Holiday Golf Club
(850) 234-1800
HolidayGolfClub.com

Signal Hill Golf Course
(850) 234-3218
SignalHillGolfCourse.com
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served as a U.S. Open local-qualifying
site in 2016; The Meadows Course; and
a large practice facility, which includes a
tull-size driving range.

The resort’s ownership has made a
$30 million investment in the hotel,
according to Ryan Mulvey, Bay Point Golf
Club’s general manager.

“We've had a lot of things going on
here in the last 18 months,” Mulvey
summarized. This includes a $1 million
investment in maintenance and equipment
for the courses, which are managed by
Kemper Sports. “They’re in the best shape
in a long time, if not ever,” Mulvey said.

There has also been a $1 million
renovation of the Club 19 Bar & Grill,
as well as of the locker rooms, clubhouse

and golf shop.

26 PANAMA CITY BEACH FALL 2017

“We've really pushed the needle,”
Mulvey said. “We've had a lot of fun, and
we've done a lot of cool things so far.”

In terms of rounds played, Bay Point
saw an increase from 37,000 in 2015 to
51,000 last year. And the number for the
first three months of 2017 was 21,000.

HOLIDAY GOLF CLUB
'The Holiday Golf Clubs most recent
improvements deal with where players
start and where they finish, according to
Brad Carroll, Holiday’s PGA pro, and
Richie Edwards, the club’s director of golf.
Several years ago, Holiday had its
greens completely redone with new grass.
Soon afterward new tee boxes were added.
Depending on what set of tees you played,
the course measured between 5,151 and

NICKLAUS COURSE AT BAY
POINT, LEFT, AND HOLIDAY
GOLF CLUB A signature,
double-carry hole at Bay Point
challenges golfers to navigate
a salt marsh. Friendly, “family”
tees have been added at the
Holiday Golf Club, making for
easier trips from tee to green.

6,859 yards. But in June of last year,
Holiday added its new “family tees,” and
playing from them involves 4,019 yards.
“It makes it more enjoyable for seniors
and beginners,” Carroll said. “It keeps them
up to pace with those who can hit it longer.”
Carroll and Edwards refer to this
development as “teeing it forward.”
“People can go home feeling good about
themselves,” Carroll said. “We've gotten a
lot of positive feedback, especially from
senior ladies. They've been making birdies
and pars they haven’t made in years.”
Edwards added, “Some of our ladies
are so excited about hitting greens in
regulation. Theyre very excited about
having that opportunity to make a birdie
putt. And it’s definitely increased the
number of rounds being played.” ®



‘“Sea Dragon” Pirate Cruise

5325 N. Lagoon Drive
(850) 234-7400
piratecruise.net

b !

_=

GREATEST SIGHTSEEING ADVENTURE EVER!

Come, if you dare, to walk in a pirate’s shoes and see
through a pirate’s eyes! Enjoy an exciting and scenic
two-hour family adventure cruise that includes dolphin
sightings, great music and non-stop pirate activities for the
kids. Cold beer, soda, snacks, T-shirts and pirate souvenirs
are available on board, as well as clean restrooms.

We're located on Grand Lagoon at the Lighthouse
Marina. Open March through October!
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ATTRACTIONS
SPOTLIGHT

Instant

Attractions
FOR THOSE
LOOKING FOR
ATTRACTIONS
GALORE, PANAMA
CITY BEACH IS LOVE
AT FIRST SIGHT

“FUN IN THE
SUN” may be one
of Panama City
Beach’s unofficial
mantras, but this
booming beach
town has a lot more
to offer than simply
world-class natural
amenities. Sure, the
27 miles of pristine
coastline are what
draw people in. But
once visitors arrive
in this vacationers’
wonderland,
there are a million
reasons to stay.
Sightseers in
need of a reprieve
from the sunshine
will have an array
of adventures to
choose from in
Panama City Beach.
On the agenda?
Well, for starters,
how about
partaking in a
round of mini-golf,
getting into a laser
tag shootout with
loved ones or
making friends with
a stingray? As a
true, All-American
seaside retreat, this
beach is chock-full
of fun attractions.

Music & More

Fall season is a busy one
BY HANNAH BURKE

FOR LOCALS OF PANAMA CITY BEACH, fall is the most wonderful time of the
year! Just because the weather is cooling down doesn’t mean the fun has to do the
same. With family-friendly festivals, heated competitions and plenty of concerts to
tuel the beat, not a week goes by without something to do.
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PEPSI GULF COAST JAM
September 1-3

SCHOONERS LOBSTER FESTIVAL
September 11-17

It’s the biggest music event of the fall!
With headliners like Luke Bryan, Jason
Aldean and Little Big Town, there’s no
better place to spend Labor Day weekend.
Bring your lawn chairs and snag a spot
at Frank Brown Park for the ultimate
celebration of country music. The fun
starts at 2:20 p.m. each day and lasts until
midnight, allowing you to dance under
the sun and the stars! GuifCoastJam.com

Lobster lovers, behold the biggest
lobster tournament and festival in
the area! As Schooners restaurant
serves up some mouthwatering,
buttery lobster, divers can participate
in events like the Big 6, shovelnose
lobster and spiny lobster competitions
to land the biggest catch. When the
weigh-ins take place on the weekend,
competitors are awarded grand prizes

{
"/ LOBZILYA SEhooners i
7/ which bills itself as the &8

/#kast Local Beach Club;

' conducts an annual

lobstertournament for
divers who,compete by
collecting both spiny qrﬁ

shovelnose varieties. &

for their achievements! Schooners.com/
Ewvents/LobsterFestival

PIRATES OF THE HIGH SEAS
October 6-8

Avast, ye landlubbers: Pirates have
landed ashore Panama City Beach!
This three-day event is fun for all
ages, with scavenger hunts and a
parade for the kiddies, live musical
entertainment, food and a fireworks
show. Come dressed up in your best
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pirate garb and participate in a costume
contest, or simply come as you are.
Either way, it’s free to get in, and fun will
be had by all! VisitPanamaCityBeach.
com/PiratesoftheHighSeas

What's better than waking up with a
bloody mary? Starting at 11 a.m., head
down to Schooners for the opportunity
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to taste test over 25 different bloody
mary recipes. While you sample to your
heart’s content, enjoy some local music
and food fare, and be sure to vote for
your favorite cocktail. Winner of the
best bloody mary has the honor of being
crowned the “Big Tomato,” and can
proudly display the three foot tomato
topped trophy for the year to prove it.
Grandlagoon.org/BloodyMary

PIRATES OF THE HIGH SEAS




17TH ANNUAL THUNDER BEACH
AUTUMN RALLY
October 25-29

Bikers, hit the road! It’s time, again, to
ride on down to the Thunder Beach Rally,
the premier biker event of the Florida
coast. Take in the fall beach scenery as
you rev through seven different area sites,
including Pier Park, Harley Davidson of
PCB and Aaron Bessant Park. As you visit
each venue, check out the live music, shop
for accessories to customize your hog and
browse the latest lineup of bike designs on
display. ThunderBeachProductions.com

IRONMAN FLORIDA
November 4

'The biggest challenge of the year is back,
ready to be conquered by only the most
adept triathletes. Participants are given
17 hours to swim a 2.4-mile course in the
Gulf; bike a 112-mile trail that loops once;
and run a two-loop, 26.2-mile course on
foot. The race cuts through locations like
Grand Lagoon and St. Andrews State
Park, making it one of the most beautiful

competitions around. fronman.com

EMERALD COAST CRUIZIN’
November 8-11

Are you a lover of vintage cars? This fall,
Aaron Bessant Park will display over 1,000
differenthotrods and classic vehicles for your
enjoyment. These beauties will be featured in
their own parade as well as in other events,
like the “cruiz-in” and car auction. Visitors
wont want to miss out on the numerous
live bands, meet and greets and presentation
shows! EmeraldCoastCruizin.com

BEACH HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Thanksgiving Weekend

Thanksgiving Thursday may be the time
for turkey, but that weekend, Santa Claus
is coming to town! Beach Home for the
Holidays waves goodbye to fall and sets the
stage for the most magical month of the

DID YOU KNOW?

The Snapper Bowl is a youth football tournament
that welcomes teams from all over the country

to Panama City Beach. The teams (classified
according to age) feature players ages 6-17 who

year. Aaron Bessant Park serves as the site
of carol-themed concerts, an appearance by

compete in a three-day-long playoff to determine the ultimate champion! Santa and activities for the kids. The main
2017 marks the Bowl’s 49th year running, making it the oldest premier, event is the annual Christmas tree lighting,
post-season tournament in the United States! Check out the action starting flluminating the spirit of the season!
on Thanksgiving Day. SnapperBowl.com VisitPanamaCityBeach.com/Holidays ®
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WAYNE GRISWOLD got his start in
kiteboarding in Southern California, at the
turn of the century. But, in visiting friends
on the Gulf Coast and later moving to
Panama City Beach, he discovered a
superior locale for the sport.

“It was like the Twilight Zone,” Griswold
says. “Panama City Beach is the perfect
place for kiteboarding, and there were just a
few people here doing it.”

Among them was Rick Howe, who had
transitioned from windsurfing to become a
kiteboarding pioneer.

-
Kiteboarding gives enthusiasts a lift ey sTeve BorNHOFT

“He is inspirational,” Griswold says of
Howe. “A forefather of kiteboarding. Not
many guys do it into their 70s, but Rick has.”

Griswold, who works as a web designer
and has an online kiteboarding shop
(pcbkitesurf.com), says that Florida —
and Panama City Beach in particular —
affords kiteboarders a long wind season
and otherwise ideal conditions.

“The weather is mild, and we enjoy huge,
soft, white-sand beaches and a sandy bottom
in the Gulf,” Griswold enthuses. “It’s a great
place to learn the sport. You don’t have any

— e ——
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TAKING FLIGHT
Kiteboarders rate
Panama City Beach an
ideal spot for the sport,
finding that it has a long
wind season and noting
that its soft sands make
for happy landings.

N

WATER
SPORTS
SPOTLIGHT

Fun
on the

Water
WHAT’S YOUR
WATER SPORT
PLEASURE?

IS IT A CRUISE
at sunset, a
chance to observe
dolphins or a
fishing trip? Are
you enticed by
SCUBA diving
and snorkeling
adventures?
How about the
fast-paced thrills
of jet skiing,
parasailing and
skimboarding?
Maybe you’'d like
the challenge

of surfing and
kiteboarding, or
would be happiest
with a peaceful
paddle along
the coast.

In Panama
City Beach,
water sports are
a way of life,
and you’ll find
the equipment,
guides and
lessons here to
experience them
to the fullest.
And the fun
doesn’t stop at
the beautiful
white sand
beaches. The
area is loaded
with bays, lakes,
rivers, bayous,
swamps, creeks
and lagoons —
all waiting for
you to explore
and enjoy.
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rocks or reefs to worry about. Plus, we have the protected
waters in our bay system, so you can kiteboard in almost any
wind condition.”

Kiteboarding hot spots are St. Andrews State Park and
the bay shore along Carl Gray Park, near Gulf Coast State
College just east of the Hathaway Bridge. People who think
they may have an interest in kiteboarding, Griswold says,
would do well to first “see it in action” at either of those
locations. Kiteboarders tend to congregate at Carl Gray in
the fall and winter months and at St. Andrews in the spring
and summer.

“In the winter, we’re dealing with front-driven winds
out of the north,” Griswold notes. “Summertime, we have
thermal sea breezes. You can check your watch and about
3 p.m. every day, that wind is going to freshen.”

The spring 0o£2017 was an exceptional one for kiteboarders.

“We had 20 days with wind in April,” Griswold recounts
— conditions like those found in the kiteboarding meccas
of Maui, Cape Hatteras and Hood River, Oregon. “Plus,
we have pristine, clear water.”

While some kiteboarders are self-taught, Griswold
recommends lessons. Most students can learn the basics
with six hours of instruction and, with two to three months
of regular practice, become “self-sufficient.” Experience
with skateboards, surfboards or snowboards helps, but

DEEP SEA 'IOLPHI

CAPTANDEIi§ON§ TARINA.COM
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"In the kiteboarding is distinctly different
winter, we're from those activities.
dealing with The biggest hurdle to clear
. along the learning curve is
fr?nt-drlven figuring out how to control the
winds out of kites, which may range up to 17
the north. square meters in size.
Summertime, “That makes for a lot of power,”
we have Griswold emphasizes. “This isn't
thermal sea sky diving. It’s like hang gliding.
“There is more skill than

breezes. You

strength required, and once you
can check your

learn how to steer the kite and

watch and get it back to where you took off
about 3 p.m. from, you theoretically could go
every day, that for hours on end. Kite control is
wind is going 80 percent of it. You find yourself
to freshen.” using mostly back and leg muscles,

and the sensation can be a lot like
weightlessness. The workout is
about like riding a bike.”

Used gear in good condition
is available for around $1,000, Griswold says. New stuff will
run about twice that. Some people may balk at the amount of
the initial investment, but Griswold notes that you are buying
everything you need at one time, and little or no maintenance
is required.

“You don't have to gas it up or keep it tuned,” Griswold points
out. “All you need is wind.”

Griswold favors equipment manufactured by Liquid Force,
but he also rates the Cabrinha and North Kites brands highly.

The gear is actually quite portable: The sail and harness fit in a
backpack, and boards max out at about four feet in length.

Hydrofoiling, in which enthusiasts plane across the water as if
they were riding on a hoverboard, is emerging as a popular new
variation on the kiteboarding theme. Boards are equipped with
a mast and wings, and hydrofoilers may reach speeds of 30 to
40 knots while operating, like kiteboarders, in near-total silence.

From the air, it is not unusual for Griswold and his colleagues
to spy sea turtles, dolphins, stingrays and the occasional shark.

Unusual was the time that Griswold spied six hammerhead
sharks swimming in a group near St. Andrews State Park.

Kiteboarding is likely to remain a sport populated by a
relatively small number of passionate devotees, but Griswold
finds that anyone who invests in and learns to kiteboard has a
hard time hanging it up.

Will kiteboarding for Griswold, like Howe, become a lifetime
sport? Perhaps. Meanwhile, Griswold wants to get Howe,
currently dealing with a bad ankle, back up in the air.

“Tll carry his gear to the water’s edge, and he will be able to
take it from there,” Griswold is certain. “Once you're hooked into
that harness, and the vertical lift takes over, youre on your way.”

For kiteboarding conditions and advice, contact Wayne
Griswold at (850) 866-0092 or email him at info@pcbkitesurf.
com. He’s sure to know which way the wind blows. ®

— Wayne Griswold

Bay Medical Sacred Heart

EVEN IN PARADISE,
YOU MAY NEED A PHYSICIAN
Bay Medical Sacred Heart has the area’s only
open-heart surgery and is Panama City’s only Level Il
Trauma Center with 24-hour emergency services.

24/7 EMERGENCY ROOM SERVICES AT THE BEACH
11111 PANAMA CITY BEACH PARKWAY

615 N. Bonita Ave.
Panama City
(850) 769-1511
baymedical.org

Bay Medical
Sacred Heart

More than a place to stay.
A place to play!

Find your flip flops and head to our beachfront
resort close to Pier Park, featuring fun-filled
amenities and spacious villas.

Book your beach getaway today!
Call (866) 618-0410 or visit
hiclubvacations.com/pcbeach

Holiday Inn Club Vacations®
Panama City Beach Resort

17001 Front Beach Road
Panama City Beach, FL 32413

17-MRP-0010
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[
FISHING
SPOTLIGHT

Go Fish! ——
30.1767° N, ~

85.8056° W _—
»

THAT’S THE
latitude and
longitude for
Panama City
Beach, Florida,
a world-class
fishing destination
with easy
access to year- - ~—p—
round angling _ =
opportunities.
What do you
dream of reeling pes
in? Do you see
yourself chasing

a big cobia or -
pulling a large g

grouper or
snapper up off a ‘/
shipwreck on the
Gulf floor?
In Panama City
Beach, you can
troll for mackerel,
target redfish \
and tarpon on fly o ' ! ' w - \
tackle or just take :
the kids out for a . [ I ' 3
day on the water ‘L- Iy
to have a good '
time.
With three
public piers on the
Gulf of Mexico,
lucky spots to fish
from shore and
countless charters
available,
Panama City
Beach has
something to offer
every angler.
Remember, in
Panama City
Beach, fishing
season lasts all
year long.
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Lionfish
Tamers

Scuba divers help eradicate
a worrisome, yet edible,
invasive species.

BY JASON DEHART

IN THE OCEAN, the mighty ocean, the
lionfish sleeps tonight.
But by tomorrow it could be at your local
seafood market, and then on your table.
Lionfish, which are native to the South
Pacific and Indian oceans, were accidentally
released into South Florida waters in 1992.
One story blames Hurricane Andrew for
destroying a seaside aquarium that allowed six
lionfish to escape into Biscayne Bay.
Those escapees, along with other pet lionfish
subsequently released by their owners, have
\ created an infestation that now reaches from
the Caribbean up to Cape Hatteras. Absent the
\ predators in the lionfish’s native range, it’s up to
humans to try to make a dent in their numbers
and limit their impact on local sea life and
environment. The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission encourages the
harvesting of these fish; the season is open

WHILE THE ORNATE year-round, there’s no bag limit or minimum

Rt adTong size limit and no permit is generally required if
aquarists, it presents , . . K

problems in the Gulf of you're using spears or nets specifically designed

Mexico where, cﬁ an for lionfish. However, you'll generally need a
invasive species without . . . . .
SESGIORE It threatens recreational fishing license if you use sc?meth1ng
populations of native fish. other than a spear, such as hook and line.
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The Best Dolphin Cruise on the Beach

DOLPHIN TOURS * SUNSET CRUISES - SNORKEL TRIPS

The Sea Screamer is an exciting way to experience
the beauty of Panama City Beach. The spacious and
comfortable twin turbo powered 73-foot boat offers a
smooth yet thrilling ride, unlike any other. Join us on
our fun filled 2 hour cruises. Please call for reservations

(850) 235-3000
3605 Thomas Drive,
Panama City Beach
Treasure Island Marina
seascreamer.net
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Divemaster Carlos Orozco of Diver’s Den in Panama
City Beach said he and his diving buddies have been
spearfishing lionfish for the last five years, and there is no
end in sight.

“I'was introduced to lionfish about 10 years ago but had no
idea the population would explode,” he said. “For example,
at one of our local spots I can go down and see about 20 of
them where there were only five or six four years ago. I can
go down any given day and see them, big ones too.”

Orozco said he uses a type of hand-held spear to capture
and haul in the fish. The catch is contained in a Zookeeper,
a lionfish cage that looks like a PVC pipe. “You can spear
four or five in a minute, sometimes,” he said. “When you're
done, you head back to the surface and put them on ice.”

Lionfish like to live around any kind of structure or coral
outcropping they can find on the seafloor, and Orozco said
they don’t usually wander more than 100 feet from the
place they've “attached” themselves too. Which means
if they're there, you can find them bunched together in
a pride, as it were. There are spots, he said, where there
might be 40 to 100 fish in one small area. They consume
everything in sight: juvenile fish (including grouper),
shrimp, whatever will fit in their mouths.

“They are voracious eaters. Eventually, they eat other
lionfish when there’s nothing left to eat,” Orozco said.

Currently, lionfish harvesting is limited to scuba divers.
They are very rarely caught using hook and line, but
sometimes traps are used. Both methods are hit and miss,
Orozco said. Most of the harvesting is done recreationally



“As long as
you avoid the
18 spines, you're
good. The meat is
very white, flakey
looking meat. It's
phenomenal. There

are times when
we’'re cleaning, we'll
eat a fillet right
then and there; it's
absolutely delicious.
I would compare
it to a step above
snapper, better than
grouper, but that's
my opinion.”
— Carlos Orozco,
Divemaster of Diver’s Den

by divers who want the meat for
themselves, but as the word gets
out about the quality of the meat,
it seems that more divers are
looking to make a few bucks from
their hobby. Divers sell the fish
for between $4 and $5 a pound
to certain local markets, which
in turn sell it for between $8 and
$12 a pound, he said. The sale of
commercially harvested lionfish
requires a saltwater products
license, according to the FWC.
“In the last year, more divers have
gotten the permit to sell them,”
Orozco said. “It’s not needed to
harvest, but to bring it to market
you need a permit. I kill them for
myself but I've talked to guys who
have caught 90 pounds and turned
around to make a quick $400.”
Despite the venomous spines
that are characteristic of the species,
lionfish meat is not poisonous.
Fileting takes a little care, but the

meat is worth it, Orozco said.

“As long as you avoid the
18 spines, youre good. The meat
is very white, flakey looking meat.
It’s phenomenal. There are times
when we’re cleaning, we'll eat
a fillet right then and there; it’s
absolutely delicious,” he said. “I
would compare it to a step above
snapper, better than grouper, but
that’s my opinion.”

To help get rid of these things,
Orozco said that more people
need to either get involved in
scuba diving and spearfishing,
or they can “build a better
mousetrap.” He’s open to ideas,
because lionfish pose a serious
threat to the health of our marine
ecosystems.

“(Lionfish) are going to start
affecting our reefs. 'They eat
everything. They dont eat the
coral or the sea fans, they just start
eating the small fish and once they
do that, there won't be anything
for us to enjoy,” he said. ®

e
fia LT TE T T RTTRR .

iaa
g
i

COASTAL
CASUALS

A Coastal Lifestyle Boutique

Pler Park

—

850.234.1101
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SWIM WITH DOLPHINS
PLANET

“ab\a

* Experts in Dolphin Encounters
for The Whole Family
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Specialized help for small children by request
Reservations Required ® Cancellations 24 hr.

Explore Shell Island — Dive for shells and wrecks
WATERPLANETUSA.COM e 850.230.6030




VY

REEL. FUN. BEACH.

FISHING, DIVING AND THE COASTAL LIFESTYLE

Chasin’ The Sun explores the diverse fisheries found in the.emerald waters off the coast of Panama City Beach.
Host and professional fishing guide Justin Leake provides an in-depth look at the irresistible coastal lifestyle,
highlighting the region’s rich culture and revealing why Panama City Beach is a fishing and diving hotspot
and family vacation destination.

Watch full episodes from season 1 & 2 at

ChasinTheSunTV.com

Season 3 premieres January 2018

- on Discovery Channel
Discovery
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ECO
ADVENTURES
SPOTLIGHT

Natural
Diversions

SETOUT TO
EXPLORE local
state parks and
beaches and find
out firsthand how
diverse and rare
animal species

and plant life

make Panama City
Beach a nature
lover’s wonderland.
With 27 miles of
beach, a multitude
of parks and
forests and a 700-
acre natural barrier
island, ecotourists
have their choice
of wonderful
adventures, from

hiking and biking EXPLORING THE
to kayaking and SHALLOWS The
canoeing. You jetties at St. Andrews

, State Park teem with
don't have to go wildLife, making this

far to enjoy a swim, area the ideal location
look for shells or for snorkeling.

just log some great
bird-watching time.
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GILLS
GALORE

St. Andrews State Park
is a paradise for snorkelers

BY KIRSTIN REDFIELD

BOASTING ONE-AND-A-HALF
miles of rippling water and toasty
sand, St. Andrews State Park provides
the perfect relaxation destination for
locals and tourists alike.

What originally served as a harbor
defense installation during World
War II became a sandy oasis for the
community in 1951. Today, the park
has jetties, two fishing piers, boat
ramp, nature trails, campground and
even a shuttle service to nearby Shell
Island. So whether you enjoy soaking
up the rays on the park’s beaches or
fishing off the piers, St. Andrews State
Park has what you're looking for.

If you're seeking adventure on your
next park outing, but don’t want to
deal with the gear needed for surfing
and scuba diving, grab a mask and
flippers and give snorkeling a try
instead. The park’s jetties serve as
an underwater wildlife refuge and
harbor an incredible variety of species.
Think of the jetties as the area’s first
artificial reef.

The Gulf’s excellent water clarity,
which gets even better during the

fall months, allows for plentiful
encounters with starfish, crabs and
other crustaceans and dozens of
varieties of fish.

Snorkelers may choose to slip over
the rocks into the pass of St. Andrews
Bay and inspect fish that prefer to
operate in waters with a swift current.
‘They are likely to include schools of
mullet that nibble on the grasses that
cling to the rocks; or sheepshead,
sometimes called convict fish given
their white-and-black striped
appearance, that have human-like
teeth capable of crushing barnacles
and other hard stuff. Juvenile grouper
spend time on the rocks before they
venture offshore. Hold your breath
and head for the bottom and you
may spy a flounder covered with a
dusting of sand or the improbable
batfish with pectoral fins that serve as
feet. Peering out from crevices in the
rocks, you'll see tiny blennies whose
cylindrical shape and antennae make
them look like aquatic caterpillars.

Snorkelers should be sure to
observe regulations pertaining to the
activity, including the requirement
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FISH ON THE ROCKS

The jetties that stabilize the pass
to St. Andrews Bay attract many
varieties of marine life, ranging
from corals to prized redfish.
Parents introduce young children
to the marine environment at the
sheltered Kiddie Pool on landward
side of the western jetty.

for dive flags and the prohibition on any
spearfishing at the park.

The more cautious snorkeler may opt
to stay on the landward side of the jetties
in an area known appropriately as the
Kiddie Pool. Removed from currents
and waves and perfect for wading, the
Kiddie Pool is a great place to introduce
children to the marine environment. Too,
countless children have learned to swim
there over the years.

'The water deepens as you approach the
jetties from the Kiddie Pool’s shallows. On
this sheltered side, snorkelers can count
on seeing brightly colored tropical fishes
including damselfish, butterfly fish and
sergeant majors — another name derived
from a fish’s striped coloration.

Perhaps the largest fish related to the
rocks are big, bull redfish, which are fond

of hanging out in the pass and dining on

juvenile blue crabs as they are swept out

toward the Gulf by an outgoing tide.
Anglers like to fish from the jetties,

meaning that snorkelers need to be alert to
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the possibility of sharing the water
with sharp, shiny objects. Snorkelers
who are also fishermen, may find
themselves harvesting tackle lost to
the rocks by unlucky anglers.

Recently, evidence of a developing
coral reef has been discovered at the
jetties in about 15 feet of water. Four
species of coral have been identified: tube
coral, robust ivory tree coral, cup coral and
sea whips. The appearance of the coral has
coincided with the discovery of a certain
type of algae that supports the slow-
growing animals.

Snorkeling is easily mastered. The novice
will soon learn how to clear his snorkel
upon surfacing and to remove, while below
the surface, any water that may intrude
upon his mask.

For those who long for a thrilling
snorkeling adventure but don’t own any
snorkeling equipment, The Pier Store
(open seasonally), The Jetties Store and The
Camp Store (both open March—October)
offer snorkeling packages that include a

round trip boat ride to Shell Island and all
the snorkeling equipment a person needs.
Package prices are $26.95 for adults and
$19.95 for kids 12 and under.

The stores also sell snacks and sundries

and rent out beach chairs, kayaks, camping
equipment and fishing gear.

Once you've purchased your snorkeling
package, the Shell Island Shuttle will escort
you to the west end of the island, which
is also a part of St. Andrews State Park.
If you're lucky, on the way there you'll get
the chance to meet some of Shell Island’s
special visitors: bottle-nosed dolphins.

So whether you're a tourist or a local, a
regular or a first-timer, St. Andrews State
Park is your destination for snorkeling! ®



Bay Point Marina

BAY POINT MARINA

Housing the area’s finest motor yachts, sport fishing yachts and cruisers up to
120 feet, Bay Point Marina is no slouch when it comes to world-class boating.
Panama City has some of the best bottom fishing and sport fishing. Cruise
local bays, visiting area restaurants and local hangouts like Shell Island. Bay
BAY POINT Point Marina is teamed up with only the best vendors for marine services, so
"MARINA at any time you can have your boat properly repaired by the area’s best.

This fully staffed, clean marina located next to St. Andrew Pass is open 7
days a week. Radio dispatched dock attendants are fully trained to handle
(850) 235-691M your docking experience with ease. From a well-marked channel to an easy
baypointmarina.net approach fuel dock with customer discounts, Bay Point Marina is a place you
3824 Hatteras Lane and your boat should call home.

Daniel Fussell, Marinas Director
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FANCY CAMPS OF PANAMA CITY BEACH PROVIDES | 1.ANNAH BURKE
GLAMOROUS OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES PHOTOS BY FANCY CAMPS/,

/,

he mosquitoes are
biting; your back
is aching. It’s been
an hour, and youre
still struggling
with pitching the
tent. The kids are already eager for
s'mores, but you haven’t even begun
to gather firewood yet. Camping is
supposed to be fun ... right?

For nature lovers who want to
experience the beauty of Panama
City Beach and, at the same time,
enjoy luxury-getaway amenities,
Fancy Camps has you covered. This
service brings glamour to a camping
experience, resulting in a trend known
as “glamping.” Think back to bygone
days when high-class families would
make extravagant excursions to Africa
for an “authentic” safari experience.
We've all seen the photos: women in
jewels and men in linen suits relaxing
on settees in large, fully furnished
tents. That image of opulence is exactly
what inspired Micah and Danielle
Heller to create Fancy Camps.







“"We have full access to St. Andrews
State Park, 365 days a year. Our
guests can come in any number

of parties and stay any number of
days, as long as we're not booked
otherwise.” — Micah Heller

“My family grew up camping a lot,” Micah says. “Just sleeping
bags and a regular ol tent. My wife, I think, went a couple of times
as a kid, but was never much one for camping. It was a combination
of that, and the fact that when we started this, we had three young
kids. They really liked the idea of comfortably camping out in the
backyard and loved going in my parent’s little pop-up tent. We
just kind of thought it would be an experience we could create and
bring to the area that people would really enjoy.”

Say you're looking to spend the weekend outdoors. Fancy
Camps provides services in Panama City Beach at historic
St. Andrews State Park. “A standard package would include (one
of) our 16-foot cotton-canvas tents,” Micah says. “They come
with queen-sized beds atop box springs, complete with linens
and duvets. Furniture would include nightstands, lamps, cooling
or heating units and a complete seating area. Outside, we like to
bring a cool vibe to the site by decorating with string lights and
by providing a fire pit with wood and seating around it.”

While that’s just the gist of it, glampers should know that
Fancy Camps is a fully customizable service. Micah Heller
stresses that the heart of the business is really just catering to
each individual guest as much as possible.

Are you an artist? An easel and canvas will be set up right
in front of your campsite, fully stocked with paint, brushes
and a pallet. The more athletically inclined visitors need only
to designate their vehicle of choice: Bikes, kayaks, boats and
YOLO boards are provided upon request.

“We have full access to St. Andrews State Park, 365 days a year,”
Micah explains. “Our guests can come in any number of parties and
stay any number of days, as long as we're not booked otherwise.”

St. Andrews State Park is the perfect destination for glampers
looking to absorb the area’s rich history and environment. Just
outside of the campsite are two different fishing piers from which
to choose, as well as two nature trails that allow for birdwatching

and hiking. The park encompasses a mile-and-a-half of beach,
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granting each guest easy access to the Gulf and Grand Lagoon.
With quick access to concessions and refreshment facilities, what
more could a glamper need?

One of the greatest aspects of fancy camping is that it can be
enjoyed by virtually anyone. Micah notes that people from all
walks of life use Fancy Camps, be they young couples looking for a
romantic, intimate getaway or large families in search of memory-
making experiences. In the case of the latter, Fancy Camps
provides sleeping mats and other child-themed tent arrangements
that kids can’t get enough of. And it’s not uncommon for older
folks to enlist the services of Fancy Camps in order to experience
nature without having to endure the strenuous disadvantages that
come with conventional camping. Its versatility, perhaps, is why
Fancy Camps even expands to specialty events, accommodating
campers on private property.

Those who are looking to enjoy a backyard, family campout
or a camping-themed birthday party for their little one can call
Fancy Camps to set it up. This also extends to weddings, music
events and other functions.

'The beauty of it all> Not having to lift a finger.

“I think people just like the convenience of it,” Micah says.
“All we need you to do is throw together a backpack full of
clothes and beach supplies for the weekend, show up, and the
rest is done for you.”

To make a reservation, please visit Fancycamps.com. ®



Make the Dunes of Panama Destination!

DUNES OF PANAMA
 VACATION RENTALS

Choose the Dunes of Ponoma for our
spacious 1,500 feet of beachfront, three
Gulf-front pools, volleyball, tennis,
charming two and three bedroom
furnished condos, family-friendly
atmosphere and our incredible rates.

’;205 m{”m"&j”/m} Lé'h//ﬂ%gé' | Panama é’/{% 3‘%%, = 3240<§ -
800.874.2412 - 850.234.8839 - dunasofpdiama:cam
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HAMPTON INN & SUITES PANAMA CITY BEACH
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n our rapidly evolving
world, predictability is
a luxury we are rarely
afforded. Although
we can remain fairly
certain that Panama
City Beach’s famous waters and
shores will always be there, the
area’s urban landscape is ever
changing. The number of visitors
seeking either an adventurous
or a tranquil getaway from
their everyday lives is rising,
meaning accommodations for
these individuals are increasing
in number, as are businesses that
cater to vacationers and locals
alike. Yes, change is in the air;
but one thing is certain: PCB will
always offer you the very best.
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ACCOMMODATIONS
A 4

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

The Beachfront Holiday Inn Express opened its
doors to guests this summer, debuting 147 rooms and
suites, an indoor and an outdoor pool, a lazy river
and a beachside bar and grill. Located directly on
the shore of Front Beach Road, the beach is right at
guests’ fingertips; but they may not want to stray far
from the hotel’s amenities. HIExpressP CBeach.com

HAMPTON INN & SUITES

The Hampton Inn & Suites, one of the newest
beachfront hotels to pop up in Panama City Beach,
offers guests dining facilities, poolside lounging and
an ideal location. This hotel chain, renowned for
luxurious comfort, ensures that each of the Panama
City Beach site’s 180 rooms are crafted with a unique
design and are equipped with free Wi-Fi and all
other essential amenities. Guests are within walking
distance to the premier shopping area of Pier Park
and have direct access to the beach. Hamproninn3.
Hilton.com/en/hotels/florida/hampton-inn-and-
suites-panama-city-beach-beachfront-PFNBFHX/
index.html

LUXURIOUS COMFORT
Operating from a primo
location, the new Hampton

&

= Inn & Suites is within walking
fi distance of Pier Park.
&
i
=
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HAMPTON INN & SUITES PANAMA CITY BEACH
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LEGENDARY MARINE

Legendary Marine is a long-standing fixture within the Emerald
Coast’s boating community, having built its reputation by
providing decades of exceptional sales and services to boaters across
the Panhandle. This past May, Legendary Marine of Panama City
Beach opened the doors on its new Thomas Drive location at Grand
Lagoon, the spot that marks “go” for those heading out into the
waters of St. Andrews Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. This impressive
new facility features 33,000 square feet of indoor showroom and a
state-of-the-art repair facility that includes two drive-thru service
bays, making customer drop-off and pick-up a breeze. When it
comes to all things boating, Legendary Marine is 100% committed
to delivering each customer a truly remarkable experience.
LegendaryMarine.com/Panama-City-Beach-location.htm
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ANDY’S FLOUR POWER

A local favorite, Andy’s Flour Power
treats both sweet and savory cravings with
their bakery-style breakfast and lunch
menu. Owned by Chef John Certo, the
restaurant operates under his philosophy
of cooking not with fancy ingredients,
but with fresh ingredients. The eatery’s
new location on Thomas Drive allows for
plenty of space for guests to enjoy fresh
pastries, omelets, café sandwiches and
more. Stop by during the week for either
breakfast or lunch, or enjoy the special
brunch menu that is served with live jaaz
on weekends only! AndysFlourPower.com

LOTUS AT TWILIGHT

A hidden jewel within Panama City
Beach, The Lotus Café & Juice Bar is a
delicious, healthy eatery known for its use
of organic ingredients and its nutritious
juice menu. Previously only open during
lunch hours, the café now provides
dinner and evening entertainment as part
of a new experience, called, “Lotus at
Twilight.” The café’s serene Zen garden,
which is illuminated by candlelight, is
the site for guest dining and for special
events, which take place on Thursdays—
Saturdays, from 5-9:30 p.m. These
events include art exhibits, art shows and
live music. LotusCafeatzen.com

HOLLY GARDNER

DIEGO’S BURRITO FACTORY
Diego’s is the place to order customizable
burritos, street tacos and delectable
margaritas. Regular visitors to the
restaurant are never surprised to find it
packed with patrons, but the crowd keeps
the authentic, fun vibe of the joint alive.
Previously only found on Front Beach
Road, Diego’s launched a new location
on Thomas Drive, right in the heart of
the Grand Lagoon. New location but
same great vibe and scrumptious menu.
DiegosBurritoFactory.com ®

_ ANDY’S FLOUR POWER
|

BECK GRABEN
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ave you ever wondered
what it would be like
to create your own
reality? Say you're
lounging on the
beach, and you had the ability to silence
other visitors, traffic noise and the music
escaping a nearby condo, leaving only the
tranquil sound of crashing waves.

Maybe you'd want to take things a step
further and peel back the layers of time.
What was it like for the first people ever
to set foot on the very beach you’re on? A
visit to Panama City Beach’s developed
shores are looked forward to by hundreds
of thousands of people every year, but
can you imagine a scene in which resorts,
restaurants and other infrastructure were
completely erased?

Shell Island is our Shangri-La,
where this fantasy becomes reality. An
extension of St. Andrews State Park,
the Shell Island’s stark white sands
have been traversed over time by Native
Americans, Spanish explorers and the
infamous pirates who once patrolled
waters off of Panama City Beach. It was
known as Land’s End Peninsula until
the 1930s, when the shipping channel to
St. Andrews Bay was created.

Barrier islands serve to protect the
mainland from the ravages of storm
surges. Shell Island acts as a natural
defense system separating St. Andrews
Bay from the Gulf of Mexico. Exposure
to the Gulf means that the island is
constantly shape shifting. Shell Island
has slowly become a shallow peninsula
for now, but it is a dynamic environment
owing to the influence of wind and waves.

Generally, the island is characterized by
dunes that taper down to barrier flats that
host scrub-pine forests, which add color
to an otherwise desert-like environment.
Salt marshes are the vanguard of the
barrier island’s defense against storms. As
wave action increases, they absorb surplus
seawater and, as the storm retreats, the
peat-bottomed marshes quickly drain.

Shell Island is devoid of human
development, meaning that visitors
should be equipped with the proper
essentials before venturing out. Various
vendors provide tours to Shell Island,
including the highly popular Shell
Island Shuttle, a service that runs out
of St. Andrews Park every 30 minutes
throughout much of the year.

Wildlife frequenting the island shoreline
include crabs, nesting sea turtles and
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endangered beach mice while among the
pines, deer, hares and even a few alligators
may be encountered.

Following much of these storms,
visitors enjoy collecting ... shells. Conch
shells, sand dollars, colorful pastel
coquinas and more.

Snorkelers find that the island’s
jetties are home to tropical fish, starfish,
seahorses and stingrays. And many
visitors venture out as passengers on

“PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
BOARDING THE ISLAND
TIME SINCE 1999. LOTS
OF PEOPLE CELEBRATE
ANNIVERSARIES OR
BIRTHDAYS WITH US

BECAUSE IT’S JUST A
WONDERFUL, RELAXING
WAY TO SEE ANOTHER
PART OF BAY COUNTY
THAT MOST FOLKS DON°’T
EVEN KNOW ABOUT.”

— Ted Davison

SURF AND TURF
Witdlife on-and-nearby
ShellIsland includes
bottlenose dolphins,
large whelks and
whitetail deer.
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specialized tours to see the majestic and
acrobatic bottlenose dolphins.

As an owner of three businesses, Island
Time Sailing, Shell Island Boat Rentals
and Tours and Blue Dolphin Tours,
Ted Davison is an expert at showcasing
dolphin pods to anyone who climbs
aboard one of his vessels.

Island Time Sailing provides a two-
hour sunset sail and dolphin watch, along
with a three-and-a-half-hour snorkel and
dolphin swim trip, every day.

“People have been coming to Island
Time since 1999. Lots of people celebrate
anniversaries or birthdays with us because
it’s just a wonderful, relaxing way to see
another part of Bay County that most folks
don’t even know about,” Davison says.

Shell Island Boat Rentals and Tours is
Ted’s oldest business, offering pontoon
boats for guests to rent for either whole or
half days. Adventuresome families may
elect to rent personal watercraft and ride
the waves right alongside dolphins!

“Blue Dolphin Tours provides two-
hour, private cruises and snorkel trips
with a captain and tour guide. We've been

doing that since the early 80s,” Davison
notes. “It’s just something you have to
experience for yourself. You can’t put into
words how beautiful your surroundings
are, and you just realize that we've been so
blessed with this place to have fun. We're
good at showing people how to do it.”

The tours launch from Treasure Island
Marina and take only six passengers at
a time to the island. Davison adds that
fewer passengers produce less noise that
may intimidate dolphins. Pods are most
often found near the jetties, where plenty
of food can be found. When dolphins are
feeding, boat captains are mindful of the
dolphins’ space, but provide guests with
the chance to witness an essential part of
their daily routine. Later in the tour, the
boat is anchored to give snorkelers the
opportunity to swim with the dolphins
and other types of sea life.

Davison sums things up this way: “I
can’t tell you a better way for people to
get together and have fun, to just get away
from the chaos, including social media,
and make some wonderful memories of a
lifetime.” ®

TED DAVISON



The WonderWorks Experience
y "Y‘" —

INDOOR AMUSEMENT PARK!

9910 Front Beach Road
(850) 249-7000
wonderworkspcb.com
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THE THING TO DO DURING YOUR VACATION!

An indoor amusement park for the mind with 35,000
square feet of “edu-tainment,” WonderWorks combines
education and entertainment with more than 100 hands-on
exhibits that challenge the mind and spark the imagination.
Explore the six WonderZones, three-stories high Ropes
Course, Lazer-Tag and our new Space Fury ride!

Visit wonderworkspcb.com to plan your visit, check specials
and purchase tickets. WonderWorks opens daily at 10am.
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Panama City Beach’s Best View is an Emerald View.

Whether exploring the beach, or simply relaxing and soaking in the sun,
Emerald View Resorts has the best views in Panama City Beach! Not only that,
you'll discover locations that will suit every need... and budget.

Our family-atmosphere resorts feature countless amenities, gulf-side pools,
tiki bars, children’s play areas and are just steps away from the Gulf or the
hottest locations in the area.

850.249.1244 + EmeraldViewResorts.com

FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS

We invite you to make
The Summerhouse your “home
away from home.” Come enjoy
our snow-white beaches,
emerald-green waters and
breathtaking sunsets. Two
bedroom condominiums directly
on the beach. Beach-side pools,
hot tub, kiddie pool, tennis,
shuffleboard and more.

SUMMERHOUSE

6505 Thomas Drive
(800) 354-1112
summerhousepc.com
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A Shallow
Existence

For creatures near shore,
life keeps coming in waves

BY STEVE BORNHOFT // ILLUSTRATIONS BY JOHN RUSSO

VISITORS TO PANAMA CITY BEACH’S shores have carried a
treasury’s worth of sand dollars, some painted, some accessorized,
others unadorned, home to places that have never seen a gator,
gallinule or gag grouper. A relative of sea urchins, the sand dollar
is covered in purple velvety spines when alive and moves about on
little tube feet ingesting any organic detritus it happens upon. It

shares the surf zone with far more mobile inhabitants — whiting, =

pompanos, sea stars and blue crabs — to whom it may fall prey,
but it seems unlikely that even bottom feeders would pass on a
sand flea or shrimp in favor of what little is left of a sand dollar
after you subtract the crunchy parts. So it is that the sand dollar,
whose favorite number may be five — it is topped by a five-
pointed star, has five openings in its skeleton and has five jaws in
its mouth — has little to fear until a snorkeler, trying out his new
mask and fins, spies outlined on the bottom what might be a fifty
cent piece, but proves to be quite another form of currency.

WHITING

COWNOSE RAY

STAR FISH




In Focus / events

Music,
Fun for

Summer Concert Series Aug. 1-Aug.

10 (Thursdays) Hot summer nights are
made for music, and the Summer Concert
Series has become a beloved summertime
tradition in PCB. Enjoy a FREE concert in
the park every Thursday at Aaron Bessant
Park Amphitheater — bring your lawn
chairs and blankets and enjoy the sounds
of summer music; coolers, food and pets
are welcome. The 2017 lineup can be
found at VisitPanamaCityBeach.com.

Groovin’ on the Green Aug. 1-Sept. 3
(Mondays and a couple of Sundays)
This free weekly summer concert series
takes place in Carillon Beach (west end
of PCB) and features a myriad of musical
stylings including bluegrass, Top 40,
beach, reggae, country, blues and jazz.
Bring your chairs or blankets, a cooler
and snacks or purchase refreshments
from one of the local vendors. Sit back
and enjoy! VisitPanamaCtyBeach.com

Grand Lagoon Grand Slam Aug. 10-12
This offshore fishing tournament is limited
to outboard powered fishing boats
(including center consoles, walkarounds,
cuddy cabin boats, catamarans, etc.).
Teams will target three species: tuna,
wahoo and dolphin, with a special
optional billfish category added for 2017.
GrandLagoonGrandSlam.com

Pepsi Gulf Coast Jam Sept. 1-3

More a start to an event-packed fall than
an end to summer, Labor Day weekend
in PCB means Pepsi Gulf Coast Jam.
This highly anticipated concert has
been bringing the hottest country music
stars to the beach since 2013, ratcheting
up the bar year after year. This year is
no exception. Headlining acts for 2017
include Luke Bryan, Little Big Town and
Jason Aldean. Book a concert package
from a participating lodging property for
special seating and free shuttle rides to
Frank Brown Park. GulfCoastJam.com

28th Annual Lobster Festival

Sept. 11-17 The biggest seven-day lobster
festival in Florida takes place at Schooners
during the middle of September. Lobster
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ood and

tournament divers hunt for local lobsters
and vie for prizes, while spectators devour
delicious lobster dishes and participate in
a sand sculpting contest. Schooners.com

Bloody Mary & Music Festival

Oct. 21 Enjoy all-you-can-drink bloody
mary samples from 25 vendors before
casting your vote for the best bloody
mary. The winner (the “Big Tomato”) will
be awarded a trophy and some serious
bragging rights. A full bar and local eats
will also be available. Admission is $20
per person ($15 for military/first responders
with ID). The spectacular Gulf of Mexico
provides the backdrop for this event held
at Schooners. GrandLagoon.org

17th Annual Thunder Beach Motorcycle
Rally Oct. 25-29 & May 2-6 Known as
“The Most Biker Friendly FREE Rally in the
United States,” Thunder Beach Motorcycle
Rally is held twice yearly in Panama City
Beach during the first weekend in May

and mid-October. Bikers from around

the country enjoy scenic rides along the
Emerald Coast, live entertainment and local
cuisine. ThunderBeachProductions.com

Emerald Coast Cruizin’ Nov. 8-11 &
March 7-10 Twice a year, Panama City
Beach pays homage to the classics ...
cars that is. Activities include cruise-

ins, concerts, parties, vendors, food,
parades and celebrity appearances.

Car enthusiasts of all ages are welcome
to check out the thousands of hot rods,
customs, muscle cars, trucks and classics
on display. EmeraldCoastCruizin.com

Chili Vibrations Nov. 17-18 Anyone
convinced that his chili is the best around
can face off with others (who probably
believe the very same thing) at the Chili
Vibrations World Music Festival & Chili
Cookoff at the world famous Spinnaker
Beach Club. Musical performers

will include The Hip Abduction, The
Movement, Passafire, Leilani Wolfgramm,
Horizen and Fish Out of Water. The
cookoff competition will take place in red
chili and salsa divisions. Top three place

Everyone

winners will receive cash prizes and
trophies. Chilivibrations.com

Beach Home for the Holidays
Thanksgiving Weekend Kicking off
Thanksgiving weekend, Beach Home for
the Holidays includes a fun-filled lineup
of activities and events to entice families
from far and wide to build new traditions
and celebrate the season together in
Panama City Beach. Highlights include
the lighting of a 30-foot Christmas tree,
magical Santa’s Village and holiday music
concerts (past acts include Wynonna
Judd, John Berry and Panama City POPS
Orchestra). VisitPanamCityBeach.com

Panama City Beach Marathon Dec. 2
Runners can choose from a marathon, half-
marathon, 5K or kid’s fun run in this popular
annual event — regardless of the division,
all win with a view of the Gulf of Mexico to
guide them along. PCBMarathon.com

Oct. 6-8
Columbus Day weekend brings
waves of fun-filled adventure to
Panama City Beach each year
with the annual Pirates of the
High Seas Fest. The whole family
can play together, and weekend
activities include a scavenger
hunt, pirate invasions, water battle,
kids parade and main parade,
live music, fireworks and so much
more! VisitPanamaCityBeach.com



Nov. 4, 2017
What began as a
challenge between
groups of Navy Seals
has become one of
the most recognized
endurance events
in the world. The
[ronman consists of
a 2.4-mile swim, a
112-mile bike ride and
a 26.2-mile run, with
the Florida edition
of the challenge
serving as one of the
most popular races
on the circuit. Too
much to take on?
Check out the new
[ronman 70.3 Gulf
Coast in May ... half
the course with all
the fun! Ironman.com
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Perfect Location, Perfect Vacation

Janngo
Motel and Tower
15525 Front Beach Road

(850) 234-2232
FlamingoMotel.com

OUR FAMILY IS YOUR FAMILY

Location, cleanliness and value are standard at
the Flamingo Motel. We do not charge for extra
people, parking, local calls or cleaning. Value is our
mission and we publish our rates in advance.

Located directly on the beach within walking
distance of Pier Park and across the street from
Gulf World, you would be hard pressed to find
a better location on Panama City Beach.

OLD FLORIDA FEEL WITH MODERN AMENITIES
See our website for low daily rates.
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/ EVENTS

Ninth Annual Beach Ball
Drop Dec. 31 Celebrate
New Year’s Eve on the
beach! A family-friendly
countdown at 8 p.m.
culminates with fireworks
and 10,000 beach balls
being dropped over the
crowd. As the seconds

tick down to midnight,
thousands of revelers watch
the Celebration Tower

as a glowing beach ball
descends to signify the
start of a New Year and
kicks off a second round of
fireworks. Live music sets a
festive tone all night long!
VisitPanamaCtyBeach.com

2018 EVENTS

Panama City Beach Mardi
Gras & Music Festival
Feb. 9-10 The most
family-friendly Mardi Gras
celebration on the Gulf
Coast, this two-day festival
takes place in Pier Park and
is one of the most fun Mardi
Gras events anywhere.
Enjoy a weekend filled with
parades, float tours, street
fair, kids zone and live music
(and lots and lots of beads).
VisitPanamaCityBeach.com

UNwineD March 23-24
Guests can raise a glass
while mixing and mingling
with elite chefs, mixologists
and top tastemakers at this
hip signature spring event.
UNwineD features superb
craft beer, spirits and wine
from around the world, along
with culinary creations by
Northwest Florida’s leading
chefs, accompanied by
outstanding musical talent
(2016 featured Grammy-
nominated and acclaimed
American folk-rock band
The Avett Brothers).
VisitPanamCityBeach.com

Seabreeze Jazz Festival
April 18-22 Named a “Top
10 Jazz Festival in the USA”
by JazzlZ Magazine and
recently nominated as “Best
Jazz Festival” at the Oasis
Smooth Jazz Awards, the
Seabreeze Jazz Festival

SHELLY SWANGER

combines top national
smooth jazz artists with a
full weekend of fun, sun,
great beaches and good
times. The event attracts
thousands of fans from the
U.S., Canada and Europe for
the ultimate performance-
packed weekend of jazz.
SeabreezeJazzFestival.com

Ironman 70.3 Gulf

Coast May 12 This newly
rebranded endurance event,
previously known as the
Gulf Coast Triathlon, begins
with a 1.2-mile, open water
swim in the Gulf of Mexico.
Competitors then bike 56
miles on an out-and-back
course through rural Bay
County and Panama City
Beach. The final leg, a 13.1-
mile run, concludes with

a spectacular finish at the
Edgewater Beach & Golf
Resort. IRONMAN 70.3 Gulf
Coast will offer 50 slots to the
2018 IRONMAN 70.3 World
Championship.

Jeep Beach Jam May 15-20
Jeep enthusiasts from
throughout the United States
travel to Frank Brown Park for
this five-day event dedicated
to all things Jeep. This
family-friendly event includes
obstacle courses, bonfires,
jeep parade, bounce houses,
live music and so much more!
JeepBeachJam.com

Visit VisitPanamaCityBeach.
com for more details.
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Real Deal ‘Ol Time Candy Store

Gourmet Candy Made Daily in The Store

SALT WATER TAFFYe FUDGE
CHOCOLATES eCARAMELS eTOFFEE
CARAMEL APPLES ¢ PECAN LOGS
CHOCOLATE DIPPED STRAWBERRIES
CHOCOLATE DIPPED PRETZELS
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On the circle across from the Celebration Tower

‘Ol time quality from a family owned candy store
TheCandyMaker.com e 850-236-6575
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In Focus / sHopping
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| g—— SUNGLASSES

Peer out from behind your Costas, survey the people that surround
you in, on and around Panama City Beach, and you'll find that
Sfashions here tend toward easy, breezy and unpretentious — the kinds
of clothing that easily transition from land to sea. And, of course,
when football season arrives, people tend to wear their allegiances on
their sleeves, from crimson to garnet fo blue and orange.

BOURBON P

& BOWTIE - :

BRACELETS -
($36—44)

DEJA VU
JACKET
($64)

DEJA VU
Deja Vu Boutique is an inspiring collection
of young contemporary clothing that fits the

DEJA VU
BRACELETS

style of the bohemian and feminist woman of ($18-26)
yesterday and the modern trendsetter of today. SRR
Located in Pier Park, you will find one-of-a-kind d
apparel and accessories to fit any occasion!  gag ($48)
Pier Park 700 Pier Park Drive, (850) 236-9769, ;
ShopWithDejaVu.com DEJA VU
DEJA VU DRESS
BEACH " (top $36,
TOWEL ($44) bottom $34)

z&L
SANDALS
($78)

DEJA VU AND UNIVERSITY GIFTS & APPAREL PHOTOS BY SAIGE ROBERTS




AFTCO
Known as the American Fishing Tackle Company,
Aftco has been providing purpose-built saltwater fishing
tackle and outdoor clothing since 1958! All apparel
is built to handle the harshest saltwater elements
for anglers and ensure sustainable and dependable
products no matter the weather. You can find these
products locally at Hy’s Toggery and Half Hitch Tackle.
Hy’s Toggery at Pier Park 700 S. Pier Park Drive #165,
(850) 235-1177, HysToggery.com
Half Hitch 2206 Thomas Drive, (850) 234-2621,
HalfHitch.com

COSTA
When it comes to being on the water, no
one offers gear that will have you ready
for the open seas quite like Costa Del Mar.
Offering a wide range of high quality lifestyle
products, from polarized men’s and women’s
sunglasses, to unique apparel and gifts, Costa
allows you to really “see what’s out there.”
Pier Park 600 Pier Park Drive,
(850) 236-9974, CostaDelMar.com

UNIVERSITY GIFTS & APPAREL
Need to gear up for college gameday
or find that perfect gift for the football fanatic

in your life? Head over to University Gifts

& Apparel. Here you will find a wide range

of gifts and apparel for all of your favorite

college teams, including Alabama, Florida

State, Florida, LSU and morel!
Pier Park 701S. Pier Park Drive, (850) 230-8403
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Hidden Gem Centrally Located in PCB

EMERALD COAST RV BEACH RESORT
REMAINS THE HIGHEST RATED RV RESORT
ALONG THE EMERALD COAST

What began as one man’s vision has evolved into a securely
gated, beautifully landscaped, secluded resort offering

1957 Allison Ave. exclusive amenities with the main focus on guest service.

Daily 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Inside the resort you are within a mile of the beautiful
(850) 235-0924 white powdery beaches and emerald sea. Reserve your
rvinfo@rvresort.com | rvresort.com perfect RV site or relax in a Lakeside Park Model Cottage.

66 PANAMA CITY BEACH FALL 2017



Maximize your REAL. FUN. BEACH. experience sporting the right look with shirts that
reflect your fondness for our beach. Stop by the Panama City Beach Visitors Information Center
while you're in town, or visit the “Real. Fun. Beach. Store" tab on VisitPanamaCityBeach.com
and you'll have your pick of half-dozen simple, yet sophisticated t-shirt designs that make the
perfect souvenir for any real fun beach lover.




In Focus / Foop

Enjoy a progressive,
daylong dining tour

BY KRISTIN LUNA

RAINY DAY keeping you indoors?

Sunburned and need an afternoon
off from the beach? Simply
looking for a different way to
spend a day? Whatever the reason
may be, there are times when
kicking it outside all the live long
day simply isn’t an option. And

in a beach town rife in outdoor
pursuits, what’s a vacationer (or

a local) to do? Luckily, Panama
City Beach boasts more than

200 restaurants, oftering ample

opportunities to dine around town.

For those looking to experience
a little bit of everything, we
pulled together this handy guide.
Consider it your progressive
dining tour of PCB. Use it wisely
and — most importantly — pack
your fat pants.
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THOMAS ,DONUTS
& SNACK SHOP

9 A.M.

THOMAS DONUTS &
SNACK SHOP

Breakfast

'This family-owned donut shop has been a
PCB staple for more than 40 years, due to
its friendly service as well as the dozens of
flavors on tap, ranging from red velvet to
chocolate maple bacon cake. Conveniently
located within a stone’s throw of the
beach, Thomas Donuts & Snack Shop has
a setup primed for large groups or families
with myriad outdoor picnic tables dotting
the deck (and plenty of shade for those

looking to escape the surls rays).

12 P.M.
FINN’S ISLAND

STYLE GRUB

Lunch

Finn’s open-air, beachfront food truck
has held court across from Rick Seltzer
Park since 2009 — and it’s not going
anywhere either, despite being on
wheels. The fish from the tacos, bowls

and burritos is as fresh as it comes,
and the setting is picture perfect with
the beach directly across the street.
Pro tip: Arrive before the lunch rush
to avoid the line that snakes itself out
toward Thomas Drive.

3 P.M.

SERENITY SPA
Champagne and Massage

OK, so we realize you can’t eat all day
long (though we won't judge if you try).
Instead, break up your meals with a bit of
R&R. Sheraton Bay Point Resort recently
underwent a $30 million renovation
that also included upgrades to its
12,000-square-foot, on-property spa with
its steam room, lounge, sauna and handful
of treatment rooms. Book yourself one
of the signature spa packages or simply
relax in the whirlpool with a glass (or
two) of complimentary champagne as
you unwind. Just be sure and pack your
swimsuit as spa guests also receive access
to Reflection’s zero-entry pool, which

overlooks St. Andrews Bay:.
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Coffee Break

With all that eating on the docket, you're going to
need a java injection to get you through the day or
avoid that much-dreaded sugar crash. Lucky for
you, next door to its food truck mainstay, Finn’s
has also added a coffee shop component, which
offers smoothies and other healthy treats such as
acai bowls. But the specialty concoctions, like the
fan favorite black salt mocha, are where Finn’s
truly shines. For the non-coffee drinkers, there’s
small-batch kombucha brewed right here in PCB.
For those looking to start the nighttime party
early, Finn's also has a handful of craft beers on tap.
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Beers

Panama City Beach’s first
brewery is an excellent place
to usher in the nighttime as
the sun sinks over the Gulf.
Opened in summer 2016,
the micro-brewery is tucked
away in the corner of the
Shoppes at Edgewater just
off Front Beach Road and
offers nearly a dozen of its
own brews, in addition to
beers and beverages from
other producers across the
state of Florida. It draws its
inspiration from its surrounds
with such signatures drinks
as the Scuba IPA and a
98 Roadside Blonde. The
brewery is open daily and a
prime pre-dinner stop for a

flight of literal local flavor.
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Gear Up Like the Pros

HALF HITCH HALF HITCH IS YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP!
GET ouT THERE .
> o ® Gear up for all your outdoor adventures with rads, reels, tackle,
E bait, kayaks, paddleboards, marine supply, camping hear, gun
safes, ammo, archery, active wear, casual wear, beach supplies
2206 Thomas Drive | (850) 234-2621 and accessories. Ask about our rentals and gift cards!
12215 Front Beach Road (County Pier)
(850) 234-0067 Shimano | Costa | Yeti | Yo-Zuri | Guy Harvey | Aftco
16201 Front Beach Road (City Pier) Jackson Kayak | DOA Fishing Lures | Penn | Van Staal
(850) 236-0392 Daiwa | Columbia | Salt Life | Sperry | Tilley | Pelagic
HalfHitch.com Igloo | Native Watercraft | Diablo | Pelican | and more!

72 PANAMA CITY BEACH FALL 2017



GRAND MARLIN, PANAMA CITY BEACH

GRAND MARLIN, PANAMA CITY BEACH

8 P.M.

Dinner

If you've still got room to spare,

you won't be disappointed by

Grand Lagoon’s newest gem,

the Grand Marlin, which

debuted last year. As its name

suggests, seafood is the main

star at this waterfront restaurant

with a sophisticated dive décor

scheme woven throughout.

From grouper piccata to BBQ_
shrimp, tuna tartare to golden

tile, this upscale restaurant

also has a serious raw bar

selection for which diners go

wild. Grand Marlin is one of
Panama City Beach’s finest

dining establishments and the

perfect way to end a day full of

CpiClll‘ ean adventures.
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BARSTOOL QBS

College football faithful gather at local spots to watch teams play

COLLEGE FOOTBALL can be
counted on to draw enormous crowds
to gigantic stadiums, but not everyone
in Panama City Beach gets to be part of
that scene on a regular basis. Those who
do not travel to watch games in person
still have a way to enjoy Saturday
afternoons in the fall season, however.

Local groups get together on a regular
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BY THOMAS. J. MONIGAN

basis to eat, drink and cheer while their
lads battle it out. ... And they do this by

watching television at local sports bars.

President Bill Poteet said that his
club’s Facebook page has almost 200

members.

“We get a lot of visitors, especially
early in the fall,” Poteet said. And this
will be the fifth year that local Georgia
Bulldogs watch their boys play football
at Fishale Taphouse & Grill.

“We usually can count on 30 to 40
members; but watching a game on
Labor Day, we can get as many as 75 to
100,” Poteet said. “We look at Fishale

DOGS AND TIGERS
Fishale, a popular
- sts gutherlngs




MICHAEL BOOINI

as a partner. It’s gotten to be
a pretty big social occasion.
Saturday in the fall, we know
where we’re going to be.”

And there are new faces
showing up on a regular basis.

“We also get to meet a lot
of new people,” Poteet said,
“because visitors are coming
all through the fall. I get
e-mails about it every week
from somebody who’s going
to be in town.”

Leo and Selma Hill
founded Fishale in 2011, and
it has become a well-known
location for craft beer, some of
which is produced at NIVOL
Brewery, which the Hills
established in early 2016.

“We love our partnership,”
said manager Chris Pfahl of
Fishale. “They’re passionate
local fans who enjoy football
in a family environment.
They're a great group of guys
and gals who give back to
the local community through
their philanthropy.”

GOOD CHEER A college
football fan is sure to
have'a favorite team, but
Fishale makes it difficult to
commit to onlgbpw 3

‘ N

- \I

PC Beach Auburn
Football Club
Fishale also plays host to
alumni from Auburn and
the U.S. Naval Academy,
according to Pfahl.
Regarding the restaurant
itself, Allison Smith, president
of the PC Beach Auburn
Football Club said, “They
have a great beer selection and
plenty of TVs ... so no matter
where you sit, you can have
a good view. We’re looking
forward to meeting there
again this year.”

Panhandle

Gator Club

The Panhandle Gator Club is
an affiliate of the university’s
alumni association, with Paula
Pitts serving as president
and Mike Varner serving as
secretary. There are about
350 members, Varner said,
coming from Bay, Calhoun,
Gulf, Holmes, Jackson and

Wiashington counties.

CHASE ALEXANDER PHOTOGRAPHY
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SHARKY’S BEACHFRONT
RESTAURANT

“With games like this
in the past, we've
rented chairs on the
beach and used an
inflatable theater,
because 400 seats
wasn't enough. We
really enjoy having
them here, especially
because FSU wins
alot. They're
electrifying on game
days."” — Jeff Friedrich

And when it comes to watching
Gators football on TV, the site of
choice for the past 10 years has been

Beef O’Brady’s Family Sports Pub in
Lynn Haven.
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“We always have fun,” said Varner.
“Anytime a bunch of Gators gets
together, you can count on having fun.”
Varner also said that number of fans
that attend each viewing party varies,
depending on the quality of team
that UF is playing against. “It can be
anywhere from 10 to 40.”

Upcoming viewing parties are
posted on Facebook, and e-mails are
sent out as reminders. One perk of
meeting at Beef O’Brady’s, Varner
said, is that “Members get a 10 percent
discount on food.”

Panama City Seminole Club
Club president Connie Warren said
that Sharky’s Beachfront Restaurant
has been the TV-watching spot for
local Seminole fans during the past
four years.

GAME DAY
ALTERNATIVES

Panama City Beach features a wide
range of places where college football
fans can enjoy food, beverages and
broadcasts. Among them are:

BUFFALO WILD WINGS
701S. Pier Park Drive, (850) 236-0325

CHRISTO’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL
2903 Thomas Drive, (850) 708-1878

DAT CAJUN PLACE
8501 Thomas Drive, (850) 588-5314

DAVE & BUSTER’S
15701 L.C. Hilton Jr. Drive, (850) 238-3501

DICK’S WINGS & GRILL
1136 Thomas Drive, (850) 238-8802

PATCHES PUB & GRILL
4732 Thomas Drive, (850) 233-8879

PINEAPPLE WILLY’S
9875 S. Thomas Drive, (850) 235-0928

MICHAEL BOOINI




“We’re so close to Tallahassee, how
many come depends on what game it
is,” Warren said. “We can get as many
as 50 to 75 for bigger games, and the
restaurant provides drink specials and
food specials.”

Raffles are also held, with Sharky’s
gift certificates as prizes.

“We have a lot of fun, and Sharky’s
is really good to us,” Warren said.
“They’re always helpful to us, and
they keep us coming back. It’s the
one place on the beach that has
accommodated large groups. The
opening game with Alabama on
Labor Day will be huge there.”

Jeft Friedrich of Sharky’s agreed.
“With games like this in the past,
we've rented chairs on the beach and
used an inflatable theater, because
400 seats wasn’'t enough,” he said.
“We really enjoy having them here,
especially because FSU wins a lot.
They’re electrifying on game days.” @

4 CHILLIN’ Fans of a
" 9§ feather flock together
over beers at preferred

. locations and don’t
relax until their team

MICHAEL BOOINI

Gulf Coast Regional Medical Center
is a 216-bed acute-care hospital
proudly serving Bay County and

surrounding communities for over

40 years. The hospital was named

a Joint Commission Top Performer

on Key Quality Measures® for
the fourth consecutive year. With
the area’s only designated
Pediatric ER, 4-bed Pediatric ICU
and 28-bed NICU, the
hospital is ready to care for
our youngest residents.

<2\ Gulf Coast Regional
@‘ Medical Center

449 W. 23rd St.
(850) 769-8341
gcme-pce.com
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@ Gulf World
Swim with Dolphins

. Open Rain or Shine

e Animal Meet N Greets
Stingray Snorkel

e Check out our new
Daily Shows!

FollowUs | Book Now!
© O ® | Gulfworld.net or call 850-234-5271
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Your Favorite Brands in One Great Store

A SHOPPING TRADITION SINCE 1969

7 (Q Y Hy’s Toggery is the oldest family-owned clothing store in Bay
I l 1 b T o (J G E Rj County — founded by Hy Wakstein in 1969 and still providing

the best customer service. Hy’s Toggery is now 9,000
square feet of the best brands for all your work, play, social
or sporting requirements. Select from a huge assortment:

Columbia - Guy Harvey - AFTCO - Costa Del Mar - OluKai
Pier Park Southern Tide - Vineyard Vines - Patagonia - Kiihl - North Face
700 Pier Park Drive, Ste. 165 Southern Marsh - Tommy Bahama - Lauren James
(850) 235-1177 Southern Shirt Co. - Sanuk - Sperry - Cole Haan - Rainbow - Chacos
HysToggery.com Hunter - YETI - Fish Hippie - AVID - Simms - TEVA - Peter Millar

CLOTHING FOR MEN & WOMEN

FALL 2017 VISITPANAMACITYBEACH.COM 79



In Focus / rce Tops

e

BACK BEACH BARBECUE

THERE'S
SMOKE...

With tender fare, BBQ ‘joints’
cause carnivores to salivate

BY LIESEL SCHMIDT
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MUCH LIKE THE HABIT of referring to all forms of tissue as
“Kleenex” or any carbonated beverage as a “Coke,” the word
“barbecue” is often considered synonymous with all things
related to the al fresco cooking of meat over an open flame. But
barbecuing isnt merely throwing a piece of meat on a grill for a
few minutes; rather, it’s a process that requires patience and skill
— not to mention a very keen understanding of how to handle
low heat to achieve meat that is tender, moist and flavorful enough
to make even the staunchest vegetarians contemplate abandoning
their principals to turn carnivorous. And while Panama City Beach
may be a coastal town where seafood ranks high on the hit list, it’s
also one where the “cue is given its due.” Here are a few hotspots
that are downright addictive...

Back Beach
Barbecue

brought their skill to the west
end of Panama City Beach with

Danny and Monica Cosenzi are
household names in Rosemary
Beach, due to their ownership
of the popular Restaurant
Paradis; now, the Cosenzis have

their latest venture, Back Beach
Barbecue, located in the space
tormerly occupied by Corams.
Back Beach Barbecue serves
comfort food in a laid-back



BACK BEACH BARBECUE

HERE'S THE RUB Chefs

at Back Beach Barbecue
submit ribs, brisket, pork,
sausage, chicken and turkey
to a blend of dry spices
before smoking meats over
locally sourced woods.
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- 78 Passenger Catamaran
- Daily Sunset Sails

- Inflatable Adventure Tours w/
Banana Boat Rides, Snorkeling,

Kayaks & Paddle Boards
- Dolphin Sightseeing Sails
- Private Charters & Specialty Sails

- Full Service Cash or Credit Card
Bar On Board

- . + 2 Clean On Board Restrooms
850'769'FUNN(3866) 3901 Thomas Drive, Panama City Beach, FL 32408

www.ParadiseAdventuresPCB.com DEPARTING FROM PIRATES COVE MARINA

The Best Way To Experience Panama City Beach
IS On 2 Wheels... (1 wheels Riways Welcome)

THunpER BEACH® MNOTORCICLE KALLIES

7% Rutumn Raily 20™ Spring Rally
October25-29,2017 oy May 2-6, 2018

(ﬂ THRNDE&BEACH?&ODUC"I‘IO&S. oW
- ME A S R o S e
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atmosphere. Here, chefs rub their ribs,
brisket, pork, sausage, chicken and turkey
with a blend of dry spices, and then they
smoke the meat over locally sourced wood,
at the front of the restaurant.

Guests order their meal from a chalkboard-
style menu, right at the counter, and they can
watch the chefs slice their meats, too. If you
like a little sauce with your barbecue, try the
house-made Spicy Three Pepper, Carolina
Mustard, House Sauce and Alabama
White Sauce — made using Grayton
Beer Company’s Beach Permit Blonde
Ale. Diners can also choose from any of six
home-style sides: macaroni and cheese, pinto
beans, collard greens, potato salad, coleslaw
and brisket Brunswick stew. Also on the
menu are wine and beer options, classic soda
options and delicious homemade desserts.
Guests receive their meal on butcher paper
that is placed on an old-fashioned, school-
style cafeteria tray and head for either of
the seating areas. Two garage doors provide
a fun, open segue between the indoor and
outdoor dining spaces.

Back Beach Barbecue is open seven
days a week for lunch and dinner. The
restaurant also offers catering for private
or corporate events, a fully equipped food
truck and delivery service. 79714 Panama
City Beach Parkway, (850) 249-0822,
BackBeachBarbecue.com.

BFE (Best Food Ever!)
When former Marine Richard Dotson
decided to put his mastery of meats to

good use and open BFE in 2015, he could

have been overselling the food that was
smoking up his joint everyday — but the
acronym certainly serves him well, and his
customers seem to back him up on the
claim that his is, indeed, “the best food
ever.” They flock to his dining room on the
regular to get their fill of everything from
the homemade pastrami and brisket that
are top-sellers to the tender, smoked pulled
pork that he piles on the plate. Using a
dry rub during his low-and-slow cooking
process, Dotson serves his meats with
sauces on the side, allowing the flavor to
shine through. If you're a fan of sauce, try
the tangy, creamy, white barbecue sauce,
which is house made. Pair your meat with
comforting sides like baked beans, potato
salad or slaw. Whatever smokes your stack,
this is one place to take it all in to enjoy
some of the Best. Food. Ever. 6577 Laird
Park Road, (850) 708-1458, Facebook.com/
BFE.PCB

Billy Bones

Although not actually billed as a barbecue
restaurant, the eclectic menu at Billy Bones
boasts barbecue dishes so tasty, they’ll
shiver your timbers. Since opening in
2016, owners David and Deanna Hollinger
have been serving their guests everything
from deep-fried peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches to burgers, seafood and tacos;
and their laid-back, family-friendly
restaurant has become a hit for their
unique way of doing things. In fact, they’re
the only place around with deep-fried ribs.

/ PCB TOPS

But if true barbecue is what makes your
mouth water, try their dry-rubbed smoked
ribs served with a choice of three tasty
sauces that will make your taste buds say
“Ahoy!” Or double-fist it with a sandwich
loaded with pulled pork and coleslaw. Top
sellers range all over the (treasure) map; so
if youre looking for something to satisfy
every member of your crew, head to Billy
Bones! It’s more than arrrr-right! 70031
Hutchison Boulevard, (850) 775-1312,
BillyBonespch.com.

Dickey'’s Barbecue Pit

With more than 600 locations nationwide,
Dickey’s Barbecue Pit is on the fast track
for growth — even though, when it
comes to cooking their mouthwatering
meats, this place takes things low and
slow. Since opening their own franchise
in 2015, Frank and Maria Ilderton have
been welcoming guests to taste Texas at
its very best. Their sizeable menu features
favorites like ribs, beef brisket, pulled pork,
turkey, chicken, ham, polish sausage and
spicy cheddar sausage, all cooked to down-
home perfection. This family-friendly
joint is welcoming from the very minute
you walk in the door, and each customer
is greeted with a cheery, “Welcome to
Dickey’s!?” Daily specials make things even
more scrumptious, and the free ice cream
is a sweet finish for everyone. From beef
to beans and everywhere in between,
Dickey’s is one pit you’ll definitely
want to hit. 700 Pier Park West, (850)
235-2458, Dickeys.com.

BESTFOOD EVER
hile’hisrestaurant.: #
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JACK AND SMOKE Pineapple
Willy’s owner Bill Buskell's
world-famous and award-
winning recipe for barbecue
ribs includes a splash of Jack
Daniel’s whiskey.

-
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Moe’s Original

Bar B Que

'The brainchild of three boys
from ’Bama who learned from
a pitmaster named Moses,
Moe’s Original Bar B Que is
a true taste of the South that
socks your mouth with the
kind of flavor you can only get
from smoke and wood. More
than 25 years after the first
Moe’s opened, the restaurant
has become a successful chain
of franchises. Determined to
show their guests just what
makes Moe’s such a do when
it comes to the ‘cue, Will
Cassanova and Ryan Helsley
fired up their own pit in
Panama City Beach in 2014.
High on their list of raves-to-
crave is the'Bama-style pulled
pork sandwich: a pile of dry-
rubbed, succulent pulled
pork dressed up with a killer
combo of Moe’s signature
white barbecue sauce and

SURF AND TURF Folks may
arrive at Salty Sue’s on Back
Beach Road with seafood on
their minds, but the hickory
smoke that permeates the
place often leads them to
meatier options.

traditional red barbecue sauce
and topped in their addictive
marinated slaw and tangy
pickles. They go whole hog
here, when it comes to letting
the meat speak for itself; but
the pig isn't the only meat
they've mastered: Try their
smoked chicken wings, tender
ribs and turkey (It’s so moist,
you'll gobble it down!). With
so much to love, Moe’s is one
pit that’s a sure-fire hit. 74896
Front Beach Road, (850) 708-
1633, MoesOriginalbbg.com.

Pineapple Willy's

Overlooking the Gulf,
Pineapple Willy’s is a family-
friendly joint that serves
up a fun mix of tasty foods
that combine island flavor
with Cajun flare. You'll find
fan-favorites on the menu
(try the crispy-fried alligator
bites and the plump, grilled

shrimp) as well as some truly
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unique dishes. Jack Daniel’s
makes an appearance on more
than just the restaurant’s drink
menu; it’s a key ingredient in
the sauce slathered on their
World Famous Barbecue
Ribs. The sauce is owner Bill
Buskell’s ingenious variation
on a recipe he found in a
Jack Daniel’s cookbook (the
original was just too intense for
general audiences). Altering
it just enough, Buskell came
up with his award-winning
formula that combines a sweet
barbecue sauce with a blend
of spices, a few doses of Texas
Pete hot sauce and a bit of Jack
Daniel’s. The ribs at Pineapple
Willy’s are definitely a “can’t
miss,” but the dry rubbed, pit
smoked pulled pork is also
worth piling on the plate.
9875 S. Thomas Drive, (850)
235-0928, PWillys.com.

Salty Sue's

For nearly a decade, Salty Sue’s
has been a PCB favorite for
everything from seafood and
steaks to salads and burgers.
But the Knowles family goes
whole hog for the 'cue, too,
doing it Southern-style. Salty
Sue’s barbecue dishes include
St. Louis-style ribs, injection-
marinated chicken and beef
brisket. The meat is hickory
smoked with a dry rub and is
served up sauceless, to highlight
the taste of the meat. For those
who like things on the saucy
side, Salty Sue’s homemade
sweet and mild, hickory hot
and Texas mustard sauces
are delicious. There’s nothing
salty about the way Salty Sue’s
treats their customers: They
serve generous portions in a
welcoming atmosphere, where
guests are treated like family.
Whether you love the catch of

the day or the cue, Salty Sue’s
is sure to satisfy. 17501 Back
Beach Road, (850) 234-8485,
SaltySues.com.

Shane’s Rib Shack

Shane’s Rib Shack opened its
doors back in 2011; since then,
franchise owners Chris and
Dana Gerkin have been serving
up Southern barbecue favorites,
such as pulled pork and tender,
meaty ribs smoked right on
site at their shack of savoriness.
Offering best sellers like the
Big Dad pulled pork sandwich,
chicken fingers and baked
potatoes loaded with meat,
Shane’s piles finger-licking, fall-
off-the-bone flavor-to-savor
on every plate. Whether pork
is your pleasure or beef makes
you saucy, this nationwide
chain has sandwiches, sides,
salads and plates to satisfy.
Shane’s proves that when

meat is on the menu, chain-
smoking can be a good thing.
10100 Hutchison Blvd., (850)
249-8111, ShanesRibShack.com.

Sonny’s BBQ

Wayne Lindsey has been
doing the founders of the
Sonny’s franchise proud since
2011. From the Texas-style
brisket to the smoked turkey
to the Sweet Carolina pulled-
pork sandwich heaped with
tender pulled pork and topped
in coleslaw and tangy mustard
sauce, Sonny’s pitmasters
definitely have their meats
mastered. Whether you're a
fan of the true Texas barbeque
or are sweet on St. Louis-style
fare, head over to Sonny’s for
some ‘cue that’ll blur the lines
and bring everyone together
in hog heaven. 17341 Panama
City Beach Parkway, (850)
230-4742, SonnysBBQ.com. ®

TAKE 20% OFF YOUR RELAXING FALL BREAK VACATION!

855.4721982 Promo Code: FALLBREAK

x - L . . RESORTCOLLECTION.COM
“Based on availability. Restrictions may apply. See website for details.
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AMBUSH POINT The pass~
to St. Andrews Bay is a
. great place to ambush
migrating flounder in the
fall of the year. Separate
populations of flounder
migrate from the Gulf to the
bay and the bay to the Gulf.
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FISH ON
THE MOVE

Cool temperatures spark migrations
leading to fast action

BY STEVE BORNHOFT

TOM PUTNAM is the product of a passion for fishing
and the marine environment. His father, Capt. B.]J.
Putnam, moved to Panama City Beach from Decatur,
Alabama, in 1965 in pursuit of a dream. He had always
wanted to be a charter boat captain. He ran boats for
years before doctors warned him that it was time to get
out of the sun, whereupon he established Half Hitch
Tackle. Tom took over the business following Capt.
Put’s death in 1993. Half Hitch has grown to include six
storefronts, three of them in Panama City Beach. All of
that means that Tom doesn’t spend as much time on the

water as he used to or would like to; but he has learned
a lot about fishing through the years — knowledge that
he gladly imparts to his customers. For this article, he
discussed three reliable, low-cost, fall-of-the-year fishing
trips that anglers of all experience levels can enjoy.

FLOUNDER

In response to falling water temperatures, flounder that
spend the summer in the bays head out to the Gulf to
spawn, and the Gulf flounder come into the shelter of
the bay waters. This adds up to a big movement of fish
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that eat along the way. Anglers are wise
to focus their efforts at passes, inlets and
other choke points. Nearshore wrecks and
spots such as even a small barge or a buoy
may hold flounder — both fish moving

out and those coming into the bays.

PUTNAM ON FLOUNDER “Bay
flounder usually migrate first, because bay
waters cool faster. A flounder is an ambush
predator who lies in wait in the sand at
the edge of the grass or next to debris, pier
pilings or docks and marinas. You may see
flounder swimming, but that’s unusual.
You've got to go to him; he’s not going
to come to you. Cast out, drag your bait
along the bottom and then cast to a new
spot. There is no point in casting multiple
times to the same place. Some people like
to gig flounder after dark, but I am not
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aware that any guides offer gigging trips;
that might be a good idea for someone.
Live bull minnows fished on Carolina rigs
are the preferred bait for flounder. Plastic
grubs and soft plastic tails work well, too.”

KING MACKEREL

Each fall, king mackerel migrate from
west to east along the northern Gulf
Coast before heading south for the
winter. “Kingfish” tend to be smaller in
the fall than earlier in the year, but their
numbers are greater. Especially large
Spanish mackerel also show up in the fall,
and it’s important that anglers be able to
distinguish between the two species so as
not to run afoul of regulations.

PUTNAM ON KING MACKEREL
“Kingfish are easy to catch, making them

FISH ON! Both trolling
and free lining live baits
are effective methods to
use when targeting king

mackerel. Stout tackle can
be a good idea because
you never know when

you might tie into a large
“smoker” king.

=00

ideal for fun family fishing. There are lots
of ways to fish for them, including free-
lining a live bait (using a live bait such
as a herring, cigar minnow or hardtail
on an unweighted line) and trolling. You
don’t have to have any secret spots or
special knowledge. Popular lures include
Clark spoons, Rapalas and other hard-
plastic, minnow-imitating lures. We sell
a lot of pink Yo Zuri plugs to mackerel
fishermen. Why pink, I don’t know.
Fresh king mackerel is great to eat, but
because it is an oily fish, it doesn't freeze
well. They are great smoked or in fish
dips. The migration is triggered by a
drop in water temperature, so its onset
may vary depending on the length of the
summer. Usually, the fish have departed
by November.”
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Thank you for using Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport

With more flights than ever before, ECP now offers nonstop and direct flights from:

ATLANTA, AUSTIN, BALTIMORE, BOSTON, CHICAGO, CLEVELAND, CORPUS CHRISTI,
DALLAS, DENVER, HOUSTON, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, MINNEAPOLIS,
NASHVILLE, PROVIDENCE, ST. LOUIS, TULSA, WASHINGTON D.C.
and connections from the rest of the world.
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MAHI MAHI Inshore schools
of juvenile “chicken” dolphin
(or mahi mahi) can make for
fast action in October. They
may be mixed in with hard-
fighting bonito (top of photo).
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CHICKEN DOLPHIN

The fish known as dolphin or
mahi-mahi is one of the fastest-
growing finbearers in the Gulf of
Mexico. Juvenile dolphin show up
within a mile of shore during the
summer and depart the area, usually,
in October. They are frequently
found near floating debris or along
tidelines. People who announce that
they are about to head out to catch
some “dolphin” may find themselves
entertaining some quizzical looks and
questions from people who think that
they are referring to mammals rather

than fish.

PUTNAM ON CHICKEN
DOLPHIN “People will say that
they had a school of dolphin around
the boat, but they couldnt get them
to bite. The key is to feed them and
keep them eating. Cut some bait into
small pieces or use prepared chum
and throw it out to get them going.
When you catch one, leave him in the
water and, as you drift along, others
will stay with him. You can cast or
troll for dolphin with spoons, plugs or
cigar minnows. Casting is the most
fun. The water is clear in the fall, and
you can see the fish bite. Dolphin are
brilliantly colored and jump a lot.
'They are great fun on light, spinning
tackle, and they are fine eating.”



sweet Seuthern moments

Vacation Homes and Condos RENTALS & REAL ESTATE

855.971.1490 . SouthernResorts.com . #sweetSouthern

SHERATON

Fous Disasorid BAY POINT RESORT
YVWVvVY
Suwaid The only AAA Four Diamond
vacation destination in Panama
City Beach is the newly renovated
S—— : ' Sheraton Bay Point Resort. With
bay front views, 36 holes of
golf including the only Nicklaus
Design course in Northwest
Florida (now offering Golfboards®)
and a full-service luxury spa,
there is endless fun for the
whole family this fall with festive
holiday events and getaways!

.f.‘ 3.\

gS Sheraton

BAY POINT RESORT

4114 Jan Cooley Drive
Panama City Beach
(850) 236-6000
sheratonbaypoint.com
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At Pier Park 850-235-4632

i Full Liquor Bar

' sic
Live Mu very Friday at 6PM

thz Beer Garden
AY HOUR 11 yoU CAN DRINK

Mimosas & Bloody Marys
ALL During Brunch

Mon : Fri 2-4PM ¢ Sat&Sun 10AM-2PM &

www.hofbraupch.com hofbraupcb@gmail.com

Vacation Rentals & Long Terms

YOUR HOME AWAY FROM
HOME EXPERIENCE

At Joni’s Beach Rentals, we provide
vacation rentals throughout
Panama City Beach. Whether you
are looking for a secluded getaway
or want to stay in the middle of
the action, we can help you find
your dream vacation home.

Why stay in a hotel? We can make
those vacation dreams come true!

%Joni’sg

BEACH RENTALS

1800 Thomas Drive
(800) 830-1433 | (850) 230-3988
stay@bchrentals.com
bchrentals.com
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SAFETY FIRST

FLORIDA’S BEACH WARNING FLAG program uses flags in four colors accompanied
by interpretive signs along the beach to explain the meaning of each color. Flags are located
approximately one mile apart along the beach. Absence of flags does not assure safe waters.

Current beach flag conditions can be found on VisitPanamaCityBeach.com.

Sign up to receive alerts for flag changes by texting FLAG to 313131.

GREEN - YELLOW - RED - HIGH “ RED OVER

a‘ LOW HAZARD | MEDIUMHAZARD \‘ HAZARD \ RED PURPLE
Calm conditions, Moderate surf \ High surfand/or “ Water closed Dangergus
. exercise caution and/or currents ) strong currents to public marine life
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LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS

Together, we can keep our beaches pristine

PANAMA CITY BEACH is known
for having the “World’s Most Beautiful
Beaches,”and we would like to keep it that
way for the enjoyment of locals and tourists
alike! For this reason, the “Leave No Trace”
ordinance was adopted in 2012. Anything
you bring to the beach should also leave the
beach with you. Anything left on the beach
overnight could be cleared off the beach by
the time you return in the morning. Our
goal is to protect our pristine beaches and
the natural wildlife, such as nesting sea

turtles, by leaving no trace of personal items
on the beaches overnight. Please do your
part in maintaining our beautiful beaches!
The Leave No Trace ordinance states
that all personal items will be removed and
disposed of if left on the beach between
the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. These items
include, but are not limited to, tents, chairs,
toys, umbrellas and coolers. On public
beaches or with the upland landowner’s
permission, beachgoers may store personal
belongings overnight at the toe of the

dune. The toe of the dune is the area of the
beach immediately seaward of the dune
and beach vegetation. To be specific, it is
the area of the beach that is furthest from
the water that is not in a sand dune or
beach access point.

Those who store their personal items
overnight do so at their own risk. The
county, the city, the Tourist Development
Council and the beach maintenance
contractor do not assume any liability for
any items left on the beach.
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NEW CENTER

OF ATTENTION

Ulta Beauty * Ross ¢ Dick’s Sporting Goods
The Fresh Market * Beall’s Outlet

EATERIES
Chili’s « Wayback Burgers ¢ Craft Bar: a Florida Gastropub ¢ Texas Roadhouse
IHOP ¢ Jersey Mike’s Subs ¢« Zoé’s Kitchen ¢« Sweet Frog Frozen Yogurt

SPECIALTY STORES
PetSmart ¢ Kirkland’s ¢« Verizon * Bed, Bath and Beyond ¢ Michael’s
Pier 1 Imports « Chan’s Wine World « World Market « Shoe Carnival and more!

Pi_&h_ (‘ Pcw_h_li_
¢0R\%

CASTO
15750 Panama City Beach Pkwy n u
castoinfo.com PierParkNorth.com

pierparknorth
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In Focus/ rcg N PHOTOS

@whiskey_sour _' > T : * " @kelseylynnebryson
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SHARE YOUR FUN!

A GREAT PHOTO IS all about being in the right place at the right time — in Panama City Beach,
the right time s just about any time, so if you capture a great vacation photo you'd like to share with
us, post it to Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter with the hashtag #RealFunBeach, or email it to us at
social@visitpanamacitybeach.com. Your photo might even be selected to appear in
Visit Panama City Beach magazine (with your permission, of course)!

@rangerwifey 2 > s @trswartz

OooEo®
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Post your Panama City Beach photos on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook with
the hashtag #RealfFunBeach, and they might just end up featured here in the
next issue! (We’'ll contact you to ask permission first, of coursel)




Your Adventure at Sea Starts Here

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET
OUT ON THE WATER...

With the largest fleet of pontoon boats and WaveRunners® in PCB,
as well as the closest access to Shell Island, we will get you out
on the water quickly and easily. Clean, reliable, fully equipped
pontoon boats available for full or half-day rental, fuel included!
Experience the thrill and freedom of riding new WaveRunners®,

PANAMA CITY BEACH

5709 N. Lagoon Drive two-hour tours and hourly rentals at more than 12 locations.
(Across from Capt. Anderson’s)
(850) 235-0099 | watersportspc.com Ask about our Dolphin Tours and $30 off special!
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Come and stay at Sugar Sands
and experience the very best that
Panama City Beach has to offer!

Lo S A AL L

o i N L ]

Sugar Sands cordially invites you to
experience the sugar white sands
and emerald green waters as only our
southern hospitality can provide. Our
family atmosphere is second to none,
and our tropical gulf front location
is the perfect place to create lasting
memories. Our breathtaking sunsets will
beckon you to come back every year.

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FLORIDA

800.367.9221

www.sugarsands.com




I'I' S NE\IER TOO LATE FOR A SIIMMEII \H\BA’I’I(IN .
BUY 3 GET 1 FREE

Offer valid August T - October 31, 2017.
Blackout dates September 28 - October 8, 2017.

Boardwalk Beach Resort Hotel & Convention Center
9600 South Thomas Drive, Panama City Beach, FL 32408
850-234-3484 . BoardwalkBeachResort.com




