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Fy24 Special Events Calendar

Pirates of  the High Seas 
and Renaissance Festival

October 6th – 8th, 2023

Beach Home for the 
Holidays

November 24th – 25th, 2023

New Year's Eve Beach 
Ball Drop

December 31st, 2023

FY24 Special Events Recap 2



Presentation title 3



media

 Display
 Native
 E-Blasts
 Paid Social Media and Organic
 Pandora Audio and Video Plus
 Radio
 TV
 Billboards

Flight  August 16 – October 8

4

 Public Relations
 Press Release Distribution
 Pre- event Interviews

 Poster Distribution
 Rack Card with Event Schedule

 Blog



creative

5



creative
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SOCIAL
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Public relations
WMBB-TV shared pre-event coverage on Pirates of 
the High Seas & Renaissance Fest 2023.

https://tinyurl.com/49d7w8j7

TravelAwaits highlighted the upcoming Pirates of the 
High Seas and Renaissance Fest event, in a piece titled 
“This Town’s Pirates And Renaissance Fest Will Set Sail 
This Fall — What Swashbucklers Need To Know.”
https://tinyurl.com/4p7cehsk
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Onsite Event 
creative
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Real fun beach store
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onsite
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onsite
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photography
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Schedule of Events

Friday, October 6th

o 4 PM Gates Open
o 4 PM – 8 PM Live Music & Entertainment
o 5:30 PM – 6 PM Kids’ Parade
o 6 PM Opening Ceremony & Treasure Drop
o 6:30 PM Pirate Crawl
o 8:30 PM Fireworks

Saturday, October 7th

o 10 AM Gates Open
o 10 AM – 8 PM Live Music & Entertainment
o 5 PM – 5:30 PM Main Parade
o 8:00 PM Fireworks

Sunday, October 8th

o Noon Gates Open
o Noon – 5 PM Live Music & Entertainment
o 5 PM End of Event

Pirates of the High Seas & Renaissance Festival 23’ 14



Event Goals

Use innovative event themes to support and extend the Real. Fun. Beach brand and create additional awareness and 
demand for Panama City Beach

Foster community engagement by partnering with local vendors and local volunteer groups

Gather media attention by cultivating unique storylines and interactive narratives

Sustain our family-friendly beach by continually investing in activities centered around young families like the kid zone and 
the Krewe of Dominique Youx parades

Pirates of the High Seas & Renaissance Festival 23’ 



ANNUAL Comparison

2022

2023
• 28 Retail & Craft Vendors

• 11 Food Vendors

• 5 Pirate Camps

• Estimated Attendance: 30,000

• 10 Retail & Craft Vendors

• 4 Food Vendors

• 3 Pirate Camps

• Estimated Attendance: 25,000

Fun facts

We had the highest beverage sales by far and our 

signature mugs sold out.

We added living statues/fountains, falconry, sword 

fighting, acrobatics, and a juggling jester which were all 

huge hits with attendees.

Vendor participation nearly tripled

We had 68 Rolling Units for floats, that’s 15 more than 

last year!



Pirates of the 
High Seas and 
Renaissance Fest

Social Media Response

Beach Home for the Holidays 23' 17

It was amazing 
to attend

We will be there 
all day tomorrow!! 
We’re so 
excited!!!!

There were so many 
new floats this year. 
Great job to the 
organizers!

Always a fun festival 
with great vendors, 
entertainment and 
meeting fabulous folks, 
until next year “Rrrrr”

Such a fun 
event!



Best Captured moments



Best Captured 
moments

Pirates of the High Seas & Renaissance Festival 23’ 
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media

 Display
 E-Blasts
 Paid Social Media 
 Radio
 TV
 Billboards

Flight  October 16 – November 26

21

 Public Relations
 Press Release Distribution
 Pre- event Interviews

 Poster Distribution
 Blog



DIGITAL creative
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Creative
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SOCIAL
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Public relations
WMBB-TV shared pre-event coverage of Panama City Beach’s 
annual Beach Home for the Holidays event.
https://tinyurl.com/yx8keedr

WJHG-TV reported on Panama City Beach’s annual Beach Home for 
the Holidays event.
https://tinyurl.com/yck8jjyy

Trips To Discover included Beach Home for the Holidays in a 
roundup article titled “The Best Florida Christmas Events.”
https://tinyurl.com/25sd9yh6

Travel Daily News International reported on Panama City 
Beach’s eighth annual Beach Home for the Holidays event.
https://tinyurl.com/3tzsdvyj
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Onsite Event 
creative

26



Real fun beach store
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Santa hats & S’mores
oh my!

Everybody gets one!
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Schedule of Events

Friday, Nov 24th
o 3:30 PM Gates Open, Movie: Frozen
o 4:15 PM PC Ballet
o 5:55 PM Mayor & Dan's Speech, Award 

Presentation to John Wallace, Tree 
Lighting

o 6:00 PM Live Music: Home Free
o 7:30 PM Fireworks

Saturday, Nov 25th
o 3:30 PM Gates Open
o 4:15 PM Movie: Beauty & The Beast 

Enchanted Christmas
o 6:00 PM Live Concert: PC Symphony 

Orchestra
o 7:15 PM Fireworks

Beach Home for the Holidays 23' 29



EVENT GOALS

Utilize holiday event themes to support and 
extend the Real. Fun. Beach brand and create 

additional awareness and demand for 
Panama City Beach

Foster community engagement by partnering 
with local vendors and local volunteer groups

Gather media attention by introducing unique 
entertainment coupled with local orchestra and ballet acts

Sustain our family-friendly beach by continually investing 
in activities centered around families like the crafts, Santa 

meet & greet, and holiday children's movies



Annual Comparison

- 2022
o 10 food vendors
o 12 retail/craft vendors

- 2023
o 11 food vendors
o 19 retail/craft vendors
o Coca-Cola in-kind 

sponsorship, passing out free 
Coke products and polar bear 
meet & greet

o PC Ballet addition featuring 
the Nutcracker and more

o Frozen Ice Queen meet & greet
o 26 tree lights strung within the 

corridor and vendor village 
and stage lights

Beach Home for the Holidays 23'
31



Estimated 
Attendance
• Friday, November 24th

o 6,000

• Saturday, November 25th
o 3,000

Beach Home for the Holidays 23' 32



kick starting their tour – home for the holidays

Home Free

Beach Home for the Holidays 23' 33



Beach Home for 
the Holidays

Social Media Response

Beach Home for the Holidays 23' 34

It was so fun 
with the kids 

yesterday

Home Free was 
amazing!!!!! Hope 
yall bring them 
back next year!!! A great show tonight. 

Home Free put on a 
GREAT performance. 
Would love to see them 
again!

The music and food was 
wonderful. The some 
mores were delicious. 
We even saw the Grinch 
and Santa!

It was fantastic! 
Best event of the 

season. Thank 
you!

Beach Home for the Holidays 
was the perfect kickoff to the 
Christmas Season! We love 
this life we live and the 
friends we get to share it 
with

That tree is 
beautiful



Event Photos

Beach Home for the Holidays 23’ 35



Event Photos

Beach Home for the Holidays 23’ 36



Thank you
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Presentation title 38



media

 Display
 E-Blasts
 Paid Social Media and 

Organic
 Radio
 TV
 Billboards

Flight November 27 – December 31

39

 Public Relations
 Press Release Distribution
 Pre- event Interviews

 Poster Distribution
 Blog



creative

40



SOCIAL
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Public relations

Families Love Travel blog mentioned New Year’s Eve 
Beach Ball Drop in a post titled “20 Best Destinations 
to Celebrate New Year's Around the World with Kids.”

https://tinyurl.com/4jh6czwp

Garden & Gun included New Year’s Eve Beach Ball Drop 
in an article titled “Eight Weird and Wonderful Holiday 
Events Around the South.”
https://tinyurl.com/3h5nj479

*Big PR announcement on December 15th
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Schedule of events

Sunday, December 31st

- 8 AM NYE 5K/ Fun Run

- 4 PM Distribution of NYE Hats to Attendees

- 5:30 PM Vendor Village Opens (SIMON)

- 5:30 PM – 7:20 PM Saved by the 90s 
(Opener)

NYE Beach Ball Drop 24’ 43

- 8 PM Beach Ball Drop & Fireworks

- 8:20 PM – 9:45 PM The Will Thompson 
Band

- 10 PM – 11:55 PM Life Atlantic 
(Headliner)

- 11:57 PM Countdown Begins

- Midnight Fireworks

- 12:15 PM Headliner Concludes

Sunday, December 31st



Saved by the 90s

NYE Beach Ball Drop 24’ 44



Will Thompson Band

NYE Beach Ball Drop 24’ 45



Life Atlantic

NYE Beach Ball Drop 24’ 46



Thank you.
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