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CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON AIRPORT NOISE 
PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 23, 2026 - 3:00 PM 

                             
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
JOHN ALFORD, District #2 
ALICE MCLANE, District #3 
DARREL CRATE, District #5 
MARTIN KLEIN, District # 7 
HENRY PAWSKI, Economic Council of Palm Beach 
LEW CRAMPTON, Town of Palm Beach Council 
NANCY PULLUM, Good Neighbor Council 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
CAROL ROBERTS, District # 1 
AARON WORMUS, District #4 
VICTORIA CHOURIS, District # 6 
DR. TERESA M. JOHNSON, PBC League of Cities 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  
GARY SYPEK, Senior Deputy Director of Airports 
NICOLE HUGHES, Director, Airport Marketing 
BRITTANY JAMESON, Director Airport Planning 
CRAIG DELEGATO, Noise Abatement Manager 
ERIN HARRIS, Outreach & Public Information Coordinator 
KARA McINTOSH, Airports Development Planner 
REBECA KROGMAN, Manager Public Information Services 
  
OTHERS: 
PATRICK RUTTER, Chief Deputy County Administrator 
ANNE HELFANT, Senior Assistant County Attorney 
RHEA HANRAHAN, Director, Aviation Environmental & Sustainability, HMMH 
W. ERIC PILSK, Attorney, Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell 
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I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:  

 
The April 23, 2026 meeting of the CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE ON AIRPORT NOISE 
(CCAN) was called to order at 3:00 p.m.  The following CCAN members were present: 
JOHN ALFORD, ALICE MCLANE, DARREL CRATE, MARTIN KLEIN, HENRY 
PAWSKI, LEW CRAMPTON and NANCY PULLUM. 

 
CHAIRPERSON NANCY PULLUM asked the COMMITTEE for a motion to approve the 
meeting agenda and the meeting minutes from the March 31st meeting.  Separate 
motions were made to approve the agenda and the meeting minutes, the motions were 
seconded and approved.   
 
 
 
II. LITIGATION UPDATE: 

 
Senior Palm Beach County Assistant Attorney Anne Helfant introduced the 
COMMITTEE to W. ERIC PILSK, an attorney with Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell (KKR) who 
would provide an update regarding recent litigation of a temporary flight restriction 
(TFR).  Mr. Pilsk informed the COMMITTEE that KKR is representing the County in its 
case regarding the TFR and that as the litigation was active he would provide a general 
update.  He informed the COMMITTEE that in December 2025 a petition for review was 
filed by Palm Beach County, The City of West Palm Beach and the Town of Palm 
Beach challenging the TFR.  The petition raises a number of issues regarding the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) possible non-compliance with several national 
acts.  Mr. Pilsk provided dates for the next steps in the legal process and indicated that 
the case arguments should begin in late 2026 or early 2027 with a court decision 
typically expected within a four to six month period.  He stated that he expected a final 
court decision by the third quarter of 2027.  Mr. Pilsk’s entire update and the full content 
of the meeting is available by using the link shown here: 

 
https://vimeo.com/event/5882759 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/event/5882759
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III. NOISE OFFICE UPDATE: 
 

Senior Deputy Director GARY SYPEK informed the COMMITTEE that at a previous 
meeting it was suggested that a “Noise 101” program be offered to all of the 
COMMITTEE members as well as to the members of the general public.  The intent of 
the program is to provide a comprehensive understanding of noise, noise issues 
including legal issues, the purpose of noise monitoring terminals and the tools airports 
have in regards to noise abatement.  RHEA HANRAHAN, HMMH and Mr. Pilsk 
provided the COMMITTEE with a Noise Terminology, Measurement and Modeling 
presentation.   

 
During the presentation, GARY SYPEK assured the COMMITTEE that the Department  
of Airports has continual conversations with the FAA and with staff at the Air Traffic 
Control Tower.  He reminded the COMMITTEE that when the Presidential TFR was 
originally implemented, local Air Traffic personnel were not allowed to depart aircraft to 
the south using the primary east/west runway 10L.  After recent testing, data was 
presented to the US Secret Service and the Secret Service is now allowing the use of 
10L for departures to the south for non-air carrier aircraft (i.e. general aviation / air 
taxis).  He mentioned this will provide some relief to the amount of air traffic departing 
over residential areas like Flamingo Park. 

 
Their complete presentation and the full content of the meeting is available by using 
the link shown here: 

 
https://vimeo.com/event/5882759 

 
 

IV. MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC: 
 

Meeting attendees were provided the opportunity to speak.  There were two 
speaking/comment cards submitted by audience members.  RAPHAEL CLEMENTE 
from West Palm Beach addressed the COMMITTEE.  Mr. Clemente was followed by 
CITY OF ATLANTIS COUNCIL MEMBER ALLAN KAULBACH.  The topics of their 
comments included noise concerns, quality of life, decrease of property values and a 
congressional review of FAA practices.  All of their comments and the full content of the 
meeting is available by using the link shown here:   

 
https://vimeo.com/event/5882759 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/event/5882759
https://vimeo.com/event/5882759
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V. ADDITONAL COMMENTS: 
 

DARREL CRATE informed the COMMITTEE that a local resident in the Town of Palm 
Beach was willing to have a noise monitoring terminal installed on their property which 
is near the fire station where currently a portable noise monitor is being used.  ALICE 
MCLANE commented on graphics she noticed on the Airport’s Noise Monitoring portal 
and stated she was generally pleased with the portal.  All of the COMMITTEE 
members additional comments and the full content of the meeting is available using the 
link shown here: 
 

  https://vimeo.com/event/5882759 
 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.   

https://vimeo.com/event/5882759
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