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North Palm Beach County General Aviation Airport 
Overview of Existing Operations/Infrastructure
 The Airport has three runways:
– 9R/27L – 4300’ long; 100’ wide
– 14/32 – 4300’ long; 75’ wide – preferred runway for noise 

abatement
– 9L/27R – turf runway – 3679’ long; 75’ wide

 General information about the Airport:
– Classified as a reliever general aviation airport 
– Supports business and recreational general aviation, including 

flight training, with a variety of aircraft types including piston 
aircraft, turboprops, helicopters and jet aircraft

– More than 250 based aircraft
– 176 aircraft storage hangars
– Approximately 100,000 annual aircraft operations, which includes 

aircraft landings and takeoffs
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Where is the North Palm Beach County General Aviation 
Airport (F45)?
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What is the Economic Impact of the Airport?

$22.4
Million

$36.5
Million

$77.3
Million

467
Employed

Jobs Payroll Value 
Added

Economic
Impact (Output)
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Airport History & Estimated Project Timeline
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What does the Interlocal Agreement say?
 In 1990, the City of Palm Beach Gardens and Palm Beach County entered into an Interlocal

Agreement regarding the Airport, which includes:
– Restrictions on runway lengths
– Operational restrictions, including:
o Noise abatement procedures related to night operations
o Prohibition against regularly scheduled commercial air carrier passenger flights
o Restrictions on flight training operations

 The Interlocal Agreement was updated in 2016 
– Allowing for the extension of Runway 14/32 (formerly Runway 13/31) to 6,000 feet 
– Requiring the submission of an application for an air traffic control tower by Palm Beach County.

 The next two slides include excerpts from the Interlocal Agreement.
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1990 Interlocal Agreement – Use Restrictions
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2016 Amendment to Interlocal Agreement
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Where do the aircraft fly on a typical day?
Flight Tracks for Runway 14/32 

(Runway proposed to be extended by 1700 feet)
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Please note: The above graphics only show the operations on the specific day indicated for the specific runway indicated to illustrate the
representative flight tracks; this information does not show all operations for that specific day.

Runway 14 
April 1, 2024

Runway 32 
April 4, 2024
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Where do the aircraft fly on a typical day?
Flight Tracks for Runway 9R/27L 

(No changes proposed for this Runway)
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Please note: The above graphics only show the operations on the specific day indicated for the specific runway indicated to illustrate the
representative flight tracks; this information does not show all operations for that specific day.

Runway 9R 
April 23, 2024

Runway 27L 
February 2, 2024
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Where do the aircraft fly on a typical day?
Flight Tracks for Runway 9L/27R (turf runway)

(No changes proposed for this Runway) 
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Please note: The above graphics only show the operations on the specific day indicated for the specific runway indicated to illustrate the
representative flight tracks; this information does not show all operations for that specific day.

Runway 9L 
January 18, 2024

Runway 27R 
February 13, 2024
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Why is the Runway Extension Project Needed?
 A number of factors (such as aircraft 

weight, wind direction, elevation, and 
temperature) can affect an aircraft’s  
take-off and landing distance 

 Due to runway length limitations, certain 
jet aircraft are required to reduce the 
number of passengers, the amount of 
payload, and/or the amount of fuel to 
operate at F45 based on environmental 
conditions

 The project will allow small and mid-
sized corporate jets currently operating 
at the airport to operate without 
restrictions
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What will change at the Airport?
 The Project includes the following components:
 Extension of Runway 14/32 
– Existing – 75’ wide; 4,300’ long
̶ Existing Airport Reference Code - B‐II 

(Approach speed 91 knots or more but less than 121 
knots and wingspan of 49 feet up to but not 
including 79 feet.)

– Future – 100’ wide; 6,000’ long
̶ Future Airport Reference Code - C‐II 

(Approach speed 121 knots or more but less than 
141 knots and wingspan of 49 feet up to but not 
including 79 feet.)

– Extension of parallel taxiway & other connected 
improvements

 Federal Contract Tower (FCT)
– Application submitted
– Identified as a candidate in FCT Program
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What is the purpose of an Air Traffic Control Tower?
 An Air Traffic Control Tower is designed to: 
– Provide a safe, orderly and expeditious flow of air traffic 
– Prevent collisions, organize and expedite the flow of air traffic, and provide information and other support 

for pilots
 How is a Federal Contract Tower (FCT) different?
– FCTs are operated by private sector companies that contract with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

for the operation of FCTs by qualified air traffic controllers who are FAA-certified and meet FAA training and 
operating standards

– The Airport is responsible for funding the initial construction costs and ongoing capital and maintenance 
expenses for the facility

– The FAA funds the cost to provide air traffic control services
– FCTs provide the same services as federally-operated Air Traffic Control Towers
– FCTs operate during hours determined by the FAA
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What are the anticipated impacts of the changes?
 No significant impacts are anticipated as a result of the Proposed Project
– Potential impacts are analyzed/summarized in detail in the Draft Environmental Assessment 
– Draft Environmental Assessment is available at: https://www.pbia.org/general-aviation/north-

palm-beach-county-airport/
 The Proposed Project:
– Is not anticipated to result in a significant increase in aircraft operations
o Within five years of completion of the project approximately 7 additional aircraft operations a 

day are anticipated based on current forecasts or less than a 3% increase in overall operations
– Is not anticipated to change airspace or flight tracks/routes into, and out, of F45 
– Is not anticipated to result in a significant change in noise levels in the surrounding 

communities
– Will NOT result in scheduled commercial air carrier service

 F45 will remain a general aviation airport 
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Estimated Aircraft Activity with & without the Runway Extension 
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Estimated 2,500 additional operations a year (or about 7 operations a day) five years after Project completion



Aircraft Activity by Type of Aircraft
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Source: Table 3-18 & Table 3-20 Draft Environmental Assessment for Extension of Runway 14-32 and Related Improvements for North Palm Beach County General Aviation Airport

The chart below shows the projected aircraft
operations by aircraft type with and without the
Runway Extension. The term “operation” includes
both landings and take offs.



Airport Noise Basics
 Noise contours depict levels of aircraft noise 

surrounding an airport.
 The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 

determined that the cumulative noise exposure of 
individuals to noise resulting from aviation activities 
must be established in terms of the day-night average 
sound level (DNL) in decibels

 The 65 DNL noise contour is considered the threshold 
of significant noise

 Aircraft noise is measured on an A-weighted decibel 
(dBA) scale

 On this scale, normal human speech is about 60 dBA
and a typical vacuum cleaner is about 70 dBA.
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Noise Contours are smaller than originally anticipated in 1990

 The Airport is located on more than 
1,800 acres 

 When the Airport was first built in the 
1990s, the 65 DNL noise contour was 
projected to go outside the boundary of 
the Airport 
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Original Projection of the 65 DNL Noise Contour 

2005 projected 65 DNL noise 
contour included in the 1990 

Interlocal Agreement 
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Existing Noise Contours
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Current 65 DNL Contour 

 Today, the 65 DNL noise contour does not 
leave the boundary of the Airport

 In other words, airport operations create 
significantly less noise than originally 
anticipated

65 DNL Noise Contour – Existing Condition 
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How much noisier will it be when Runway 14/32 is extended?

21

Projected 
65 DNL 
Contour
in the year 
2030

Noise Contour with the Proposed Project – 2030 Projection With the runway extension, the 65 DNL contour is 
still not projected to leave the boundary of the 
Airport

 No significant change in noise is anticipated based 
on the analysis included in the Environmental 
Assessment

 Single aircraft events may still exceed 65 dBA (as 
they do today), but the Proposed Project is not 
anticipated to result in significant cumulative 
impacts
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What are the types of jet aircraft that can use the 
Airport today and in the future?
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Piper Navajo PA-31 Cessna Citation V Encore Pilatus PC12

Bombardier Learjet 60 Cessna Citation VII Raytheon Hawker 850XP

Existing Aircraft Capable of Using the Airport

Anticipated Future Aircraft

Existing & Future Aircraft 
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How do I submit comments?

Public Comments
Public Comment Period: April 9, 2024 - May 21, 2024 until 5:00 p.m.

Written comments may be submitted to:

Palm Beach County Department of Airports
846 Palm Beach International Airport

West Palm Beach, FL 33406
or

F45EAComments@esassoc.com
For more information: https://www.pbia.org/general-aviation/north-palm-beach-county-airport/
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