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AGENDA
• What is a Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR)?
• Roles and Responsibilities
• Airport Overview
• What Happens at Palm Beach International Airport (PBI) During a TFR?
• Typical Presidential TFRs in Palm Beach County (In-Residence)
• New Mar-a-Lago TFR (Continuous)
• CCAN Discussion
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What is a Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR)?
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 A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) 
is a rule that temporarily prohibits 
certain aircraft from flying in a 
specific area of airspace for safety or 
security reasons.
‒ TFRs can be issued for a variety of 

reasons, including presidential/VIP 
movements, natural disasters, or 
major events such as sports events.

‒ The FAA issues TFRs through Notice 
to Airmen (NOTAM).

‒ Pilots are required to check NOTAMs 
before every flight; violating a TFR 
can lead to severe penalties, 
including fines and jail time.
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Roles & Responsibilities 
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Airport Roles & Responsibilities
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 Palm Beach County Department of Airports:  Palm Beach County owns PBI, which is managed 
by its Department of Airports.  
‒ Airports are physical facilities where aircraft operate, providing infrastructure and services for passengers 

& cargo.
‒ The  Department of  Airport’s responsibilities include airport safety & security in accordance with 

applicable regulations, airport operations & maintenance, capital improvement, including all planning, 
design & construction, regulatory & grant assurance compliance, air service development and property 
management.

‒ Palm Beach County, as the airport owner and operator, has no jurisdiction to regulate aircraft in flight 
and cannot prohibit the operation of aircraft or unilaterally adopt mandatory restrictions related to the 
operation of aircraft, including, but not limited to, hours of operation and flight paths.

‒ The Department of Airports coordinates with federal agencies to ensure local compliance with 
Presidential TFRs by notifying local aircraft operators, but has no role in the development of flight 
procedures for Presidential TFRs.
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Federal Roles & Responsibilities
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 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
‒ FAA has exclusive jurisdiction over the operation of aircraft in the navigable airspace of the United States, 

focusing on aviation safety, air traffic control, and the efficient use of airspace, including regulating flight 
paths, altitudes, and other aircraft operational and certification aspects.

‒ FAA establishes flight procedures for TFRs.
‒ FAA publishes TFRs and ensure pilots are aware of them through NOTAMs.

 United States Secret Service (USSS)
‒ USSS protects the President, Vice President, their families, former presidents, and visiting foreign

dignitaries as well as investigates certain financial and cybersecurity crimes.
‒ USSS requests and enforces VIP TFRs to ensure the safety and security of the individuals they protect.
‒ USSS works with the FAA to set up VIP TFRs, which prohibit aircraft from flying in a specific area for a

limited time due to security concerns.
‒ While the FAA issues the VIP TFRs, USSS provides the security requirements.
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Outreach & Contact Info 
 Due to the on-going Federal government shutdown, FAA and USSS staff are unable to attend this briefing.  

Below is the official response from each of the Federal agencies involved that has been provided to the County:
– From FAA – “The FAA fulfilled the request by the USSS to restrict the airspace above the President's residence 

due to ongoing and increased security concerns." 
– From USSS - "The restrictions were requested by the U.S. Secret Service to ensure the highest levels of safety 

and security. We recognize that these changes could have an impact on the public and 
appreciate the Palm Beach community’s understanding as we work to keep the 
President safe".

 Contact information for noise complaints
– FAA Aviation Noise Complaint and Inquiry Response (ANCIR) Portal

• ANCIR Service Portal | Federal Aviation Administration [faa.gov] - www.faa.gov/ancir
• Phone 202-267-3521 (leave a message)

– Palm Beach County Department of Airports Noise Comment Line
• (561) 244-9510
• Craig Delegato, Manager, Noise Abatement and Community Affairs - cdelegato@pbia.org
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Airport Overview 
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PBI Airfield Configuration
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 Two parallel runways (10L-28R and 10R-
28L) and one crosswind runway (14-32).

‒ Runway 10L-28R (primary east-west 
runway) is the most frequently used 
runway based on wind conditions.

‒ Runway 14-32 is the crosswind runway 
(northwest to southeast runway) and is 
generally used when weather conditions 
are not suitable for operations on the 
parallel runways.

‒ Runway 10R-28L is the dedicated 
general aviation runway for use by small 
non-air carrier aircraft only.
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Presidential TFRs in Palm Beach County (In-Residence)

11



12

Presidential TFRs in Palm Beach County (In-Residence)
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Presidential VIP TFRs
 Typically, the TFR associated with Presidential visits to Palm Beach 

County has been comprised of a 10NM inner ring and a 30 NM 
outer ring. 

 All aircraft operations are prohibited in the inner ring, except 
certain military aircraft, approved law enforcement, air ambulance 
and firefighting operations, regularly scheduled commercial 
service/cargo and “gateway” operations.
– Air carriers and cargo operators with a TSA-approved standard security 

program commercial service airport are authorized to operate within the TFR.
– Generally, general aviation (GA) aircraft are not subject to TSA screening.
– To address the issue, “gateway” airports are established where GA aircraft can 

be screened by TSA before proceeding into the TFR, both arriving and 
departing PBI.

 Operations within the outer ring are still restricted.
– GA aircraft are permitted as long as they are an on IFR flight plans and are in 

constant communication with air traffic control. 
– Aircraft cannot loiter in this airspace and certain other types of activities, such 

as flight training, practice approaches, and sightseeing flights, are not 
permitted within this area.
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 Temporary road closures
 Short pause in aircraft operations on 

arrival/departure – “Ramp Freeze”
 Increased use of Runway 14/32
 Flight paths change for Runway 10L/28R 

‒ Requires deviation from PBI Voluntary Noise 
Abatement Procedures

 GA aircraft must depart through a “gateway” 
for TSA screening

 Current gateways for arrivals to PBI are MCO, 
FLL, HPN, TEB and IAD; PBI is a gateway for 
departures  

 Reduced GA Traffic generally, with increased GA 
aircraft arrivals/departures before and after the 
TFR
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What Happens at PBI during a TFR?
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Non-TFR Day – March 26, 2025 (630 total ops)
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TFR Day (In-Residence) – March 29, 2025 (338 total ops)
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New Mar-a-Lago TFR (Continuous)
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New Continuous TFR (Effective date October 20, 2025)
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1 NM Radius Mar-a-Lago TFR (Surface up to & including 2,000 feet AGL)1



Air Traffic Operational ProceduresRadius / Surface to 2,000’
EAST OPERATION

 Runway 10L departures will be assigned headings to remain NORTH of the 
TFR 
o Jet aircraft: 070 or 050 
o Turboprop aircraft : 050 through 070
o Prop aircraft: 030 through 070
o No southbound departures on Runway 10L

 Runway 10R departures will be assigned a heading of 160 or direct to LNA 
if landing there. This is primarily for small prop aircraft only.  

 Runway 14 departures must be issued a heading to remain outside the 
1NM TFR

Jets 070

Jets/Turbo-Props 050

Props 030
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WEST OPERATION
 Runway 28R arrivals (IFR only) will utilize offset 

RNAV X or RNP W approaches currently published
o Straight-in ILS/GPS operations are only 

authorized when required for safety/ 
operational necessity and coordinated with 
multiple federal agencies

 Runway 28L arrivals: Aircraft MUST remain outside 
1 NM TFR 

 All other aircraft must use Runway 32

Air Traffic Operational Procedures (continued)nm nm Radius /
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Non-TFR Day – October 1, 2025 (370 total ops)
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TFR Day (Not In-Residence) - October 29, 2025 (464 total ops)
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TFR Day (In-Residence)  – November 2, 2025 (315 total ops)
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CCAN Discussion
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