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Tucked deep in the heart
of Berks County’s farm
country, you'll discover barn
stars—or “hex signs"—a
uniquely American art form
and the best-known symbol
of the Pennsylvania Dutch.
These simple star patterns
trace their lineage to the
area’s  German-speaking
immigrant  communities.
Along with their barns, the
Pennsylvania Dutch—or
Pennsylvania Germans—
similarly adorned blanket
chests, quilts, tombstones, and more with this
distinctive folk art, which continues to be a living
tradition in the region today. Berks County is home
to the highest concentration of barn star art in

Pennsylvania. Inaccurately associated with

protection from the supernatural, the term “hex
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Make a day of it! Explorethe "=
rolling hills and quiet valleys '
of Northern Berks County,

where a cultural treasure
Cd VE ne
lies hidden in plain sight! discover the

Experience the vibrant nique 2American
living folk art traditions of ~ = folk art known as

the region with the Bam ... o Parn {m &

Star Art Tour, an open-air 3 i brod]
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countryside. Detour for — ——— =
adventure at nature’s main attractions including
Crystal Cave, Blue Rocks Family Campground, Hawk y
Mountain Sanctuary, and others. If the weather /
agrees, put your windows down and engage ,{,.
all your senses as landmarks give way to A:
landscapes. From fertile fields and front-

porch swings, to swift creeks, shade trees,

and laundry flapping in the breeze, brake here 343-;.«'_
and there to rest and reflect. The quiet charm X
and dignity of the cultural landscape is symbolic "!{,
of the farming communities whose art and values

both shaped and were <haped by Pennsylvania’s

Americana R7~_
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release of travel writer Wallace Nutting’s book
Pennsylvania Beautiful in 1924, and this magical
misperception continues to this day.
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The quict charm Want 10 [earn more about Barn Stars?
and ﬁiquﬁy Visit our newly created Barn Star Art Tour gallery to
i ; view the barns featured on the tour:

?f '[Elt cultural www.pagerman.org/barn-star-art-tour
andscape
is symbolic e T :
of the communities %g HEXE 1G
whose art and AR e _,
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by Pennsylvania’s
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Myth and Meaning in Pennsylvania Dutch Barn Stars

By Patrick Donmoyer - Foreword by Don Yoder

Enjoy a closer look at Pennsylvania Dutch decorated barns,
in this ground-breaking work on the history, mythology, and
cultural significance of these captivating local icons of regional

‘_f‘;_z-l: _ i =3 folk art, known as hex signs or barn stars. With special emphasis
e e on Berks and Lehigh Counties, the cultural landscape of the
o - x i aranh g Pennsylvania Dutch is depicted in over 200 color illustrations of
: € ey s & T : historic barns and the artists that decorate them. Order online at
and Mennonites, 2 RV .« 3 : I : %15 }lmq:lil’,[_y % u s https://www.masthof.com/

e barn stars . Z\mmcan ot Are you a barn owner? Are you looking to have your
fﬂ[ﬁ art original barn stars restored or repainted? Funding
ﬁﬁﬁ B eome is available through the Barn Star Restoration Fund.

5 Contact us for more information:
5ymﬁu[1c Uf Iﬁe The Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center

ALY, Kutztown University
I‘Bglﬂ‘[l v cuIIum 15155 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, PA 19530

(610) 683-1589 - www.kutztown.edu/pgchc

610.375.4085 * 800.443.6610 e VisitPaAmericana.com

i . \\ Special thanks to the County of Berks for their help in sponsoring this
placed facing == ! N brochure. Produced in cooperation with the Pennsylvania German

best attragteth 2} : : Cultural Heritage Center, Kutztown University.
ot N © Copyright 2024 Pennsylvania’s Americana Region Visitors Center. No part of this brochure may be

reproduced without the expressed permission of the Pennsylvania’s Americana Region Visitors Center



We recommend starting early. The tour will take much of the
day, if you choose to enjoy attractions along the way.

Nilesto Location
0.0 % Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center

BARN STAR ART TOUR
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A Self-Guided Tour of a Living Tradition of Regional Folk Art
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22 Luckenbill Road, Kutztown PA 19530
TOUR START — zero your odometer

0.2 Turn Right on Kutztown Road P ), 4
1.2 Turn right on Crystal Cave Road
1.8 % Barn stars on right UDBI ﬁost m Hlﬁlﬂl‘y o
2.1 > Barn stars on right, facing Sharadin Road The birth of barn star art was long believed to be the mid-1800s
2.8  Bear right onto Crystal Cave Road when the affordability of paint gave a green light to farmers’
3.0 % Barn stars (on right) creative sides; however, new research suggests barn stars
4.4 (€ Optional: Crystal Cave www.crystalcavepa.com) existed even earlier. Historians have discovered stars painted on
6.1 * Stutzman Farm (on right) date boards set into the stone gable ends of barns and houses
6.5 * Dreibelbis Farm (on left, rear) as far back as the late 1700s. In a not-so-distant past, barn stars
71 Turn Right on Rt 143 N saturated the rural landscape of southeastern Pennsylvania,
73 % Barn stars, visible through trees on left but only a fraction haye survived 1o the present time. It is no
74 % Barn stars (on left) wonder those remaining tgday are protected and celebrated as
7.5 Turn Left onto Virginville Road at stop sign AUEUED -1 LU B s
8.8 % Miller Farm Cattle Murals (on left)
9.3 % Adam Farm (on right)
99 % Adam Farm (on right)
10.0 % Adam Farm (on right)
10.2  » Barn stars (gn right at intersection) Hawk Mountain
10.2  Turn left on Windsor Castle Road Sanctuary
11.8  » Barn stars (on left)
11.9  Turn left on Rt 662 Moselem Springs Road
12.0  » Barn stars (on right)
14.6 % Barn stars (on right)
15.7 % Barn stars (on left, facing Gift Road)
16.1 ~ Turn left on 143 N, Hard Hill Road
17.3  » Barn stars (on left)
17.8  » Barn stars (on left)
17.9  Continue on Rt 143 North (keep left)
18.7  Bear right at stop sign to stay on 143 North
19.1 % Sunday Farm (on left)
20.8 3 Dreibelbis Station Covered Bridge
22.5  * Deitsch Eck Restaurant (Johnny Ott murals inside)
225  Turn right to stay on Rt 143 North
23.6  (© Optional: Blue Rocks glacier boulder deposit
Follow signs to the Blue Rocks Family Campground
610-756-6366, www.bluerockscampground.com -
Continue tour by returning to Rt. 143 N) Crystal Cave
23.8  * Kistler-Snyder Farm (on left) @ Begins
25.4 % Ida Bond — Shane Farm (on left) MOSELEM H
257  Tumn left on Pine Creek Road SPRINGS ére
26.6  * Hawk Valley Farm (on left) - Pennsylvania German
27.6  * Sicher Farm (on left) _/ Gultural Heritage Center
27.7  Turn left on Hawk Mountain Road s -
i | . Interpreting Darn Star and Hex Sign Art
30.1  * Robertson’s Renovations iy
: (€ Optional: Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in 2.8 Miles In the 1950s, with the rise of regional tourism, the art form changed from the strictly geometric designs found on barns to include
1700 Hawk Mountain Road; www.hawkmountain.org) other folk art motifs such as hearts, flowers, and birds which were painted on commercial sign board. It also became popular to
30.4  Turn right on Mountain Road attribute specific meanings to the star patterns painted on barns. Many of these explanations can be traced to the 20th century
315  Turn right on OId Philly Pike forms of the art. In fact, many of the design interpretations can be directly I_|nI§ed to folklart painters like Johpny Ott_of Lenhartsville,
Jacob Zook of Lancaster, and Johnny Claypoole of Lenhartsville. Some basic interpretations of barn star art include:
31.7 % Barn Stars (on left) _
32.7 % Barn Stars (on left)
33.6  * Longenecker Barn & Country Seat (on right)
33.7  Turn right on New Bethel Church Road
341 % Wessner Farm (on right)
344 Turn left on Hawk Mountain Road
35.3  * Albany Farm (on left)
35.7  * Dietrich Farm (on left)
(© Optional: left on Rt 143, Wannamaker’s General Store G-EOiI:it?_d Iit(o?ﬁtte o 8-Po§[nted ?ta[) 1tﬁ-P102in“tned tSF]tar S16-Poin|§ed Sta{y : The I;Itill SEar 1
In 2 miles, 8888 Kings Highway, Kempton; ood Luck, the e most popular barn e 12 Months, uccess, Prosperity, lassic pattern by artis
it o wanamakersgeneralstoe.com) Gty || SRR || el | TRRASE G Reg)
35.8  Cross Rt 143, go straight on Stony Run Valley Road Biblical Days of the Compass rose Tran[(;uility “just for nice”
36.2 % Ontelaunee Dairy Farm (on left) Creation Smooth Sailing
36.3  Take next right on Kirk Road
37.0  Continue straight on Kirk Road Although barn star painters consider their work primarily artistic, the geometric nature of barn star art is part of what makes it
37.4  Continue straight on Little Round Top Road meaningful. Geometric art is some of humanity’s earliest art and images of the stars were particularly popular, especially among
38.3 % Barn Stars (on left) agrarian folk cultures like the Pennsylvania Dutch. The geometric images of barn stars are celestial, and their symbolism reflects a
39.2 % Barn Stars (on right) reverence for the forces of nature and the heavens above. Historically, Pennsylvania Dutch farmers used the farmer’s almanac and
39.2 Take next right on Saddle Road were attentive to the significance of celestial activity and the progression of the year. The idea of cosmic order is central to many folk
396 Keep right to stay on Saddle Road regional beligfs, and profoundly affelcted the cultyre’s traditions in the arts, foodways, religion, folk medicine, agriculture, and many
39.8 % Bam Stars (on right) other essential facets of Pennsylvania Dutch folklife.
404  Keep right to stay on Saddle Road
40.6  Turn left on Old Route 22 The DISTELFINK is the good luck bird of the Pennsylvania Dutch and is a stylized version of the
40.7  * Winterside Farm (on right) golden finch. The finch eats thistle seed and uses thistledown to line its nest. The Pennsylvania
faa (oD et R ) e T v e
A $3?n?ilghl:'§r'] T A e popularzed by the artst Johnny Ot of Lentartsvll (1890-1864). Prior o ths, the disteink was
S not originally part of the art painted on historic barns. Instead, the distelfink was featured in other
447  TOUREND at Rt [-78 forms of historic folk art, such as manuscript art, redware pottery, and painted tinware.
49.3  Alternate ending at Rt 222
50.1  Alternate ending at Main Street, Kutztown Egglz:rlt:;go%fl L

Dislaimer - To All Drivers & P A9SLNJLTS. Please be courteous while enjoying the Barn Star Art Tour. Although the tour route uses only e o
public roadways, the barns included in this tour are located on private property. Please respect the privacy and rights of property owners, and as well PENNSYLVANIA'S
as other motorists. Do not trespass, and carefully follow all traffic laws while navigating this tour route. Please remain with your vehicle at all times while

AMER!CANA
enjoying the tour. Pennsylvania’s Americana Region will not be held liable for any injury or unlawful behavior resulting from the misuse of this tour guide. REGION



