
LIVING AND WORKING WITH COYOTES IN FLORIDA 

IDENTIFICATION & CHARACTERISTICS COYOTES IN FLORIDA

HABITAT & BEHAVIOR

Medium-sized canine, closely 
related to the domestic dog

Pointed ears, 
narrow muzzle, 

bushy tail

Grayish-brown to Black color with a white 
patch on chest

Canis latrans

Coyotes are native to 
North America and have 
become naturalized all 

throughout Florida

Found in urban, 
suburban, and rural 

areas

Migrating from the west 
since the 70’s

Naturally shy and 
elusive

Will typically run away 
when challenged

Rarely 
pose a 

threat to 
people

Maintain healthy 
ecosystems by 

keeping insects, 
rodents, and small 

predator 
populations in 

check

FOR MORE INFORMATION

MyFWC.com/Coyote

WHO TO CALL 

1-888-404-FWCC (Wildlife Alert)

1-561-625-5122 (South Regional
Office)

FLORIDA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION (FWC) MANAGES THE STATE’S 

WILDLIFE POPULATIONS.

TIPS TO AVOID CONFLICT
Coyotes are an important part of the Florida 

landscape and are here to stay. Here are some tips 
to staying safe and preventing conflicts:

Never feed coyotes
Collect all food sources (pet food, fallen fruit,

seeds, etc.)
Secure dumpsters and garbage cans
Frighten coyotes away by making loud noises,

waving or throwing a stick, or spraying with a hose

Increasingly comfortable in 
populated areas

Active both day 
& night

But

at sunset & sunrise
most active 

Research
shows coyote
populations bounce back quickly 
after attempts to kill or remove

a rebound effect leading to larger 
litters and rapid repopulation

Eradication triggers
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