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100 THINGS

TO SEE

AND DO IN

PORTSMOUTH

IN 2026

As the city marks its centenary year,
what better time to make the most
of all that Portsmouth offers and
discover more about all the great
things to see and do?

Included in this guide are 100 events and
activities, which will not only keep you
entertained throughout the year but also
befter connect you to the city, its history,
and ifs people.

How many will you tick off?

A whole host of events are planned
throughout this centenary year — 50
are showcased in the guide, which will
hopefully appeal to everyone as they
cover a range of interests and budgets.

Of course, this is just a snapshot of the
events in 2026, with more planned than

can be included here and more to be
announced as the year progresses.

The second half of this guide lists a further
50 activities and places to visit throughout
the year, covering a range of interests
and budgets, to inspire you to make the
most of this special centenary year and
discover more about this great city.

For more information about
Portsmouth 100 and centenary
events go to portsmouth100.co.uk

For all the events and activities across
the city go to visitportsmouth.co.uk

Please note, event details can
change so do please check with
the venue, attraction or online

before attending.
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DV Mission 2026 launch

8 13 January
Sign up for the ultimate 48-hour filmmaking

challenge. The ‘obstructions’ such as title, film
genre, and a line of dialogue to include will
be announced on a Friday, entrants then have

48 hours to create and submit a film, then
join the screening and awards night at the
Wedgewood Rooms on 7 March.

The awards night is a ficketed event. .
Icebreaker Festival

8 31 January
Q Albert Road
Music festival across various venues on

Albert Road, Southsea. Includes junior
version for younger music fans.

dvmission.co.uk

icebreakerfestival.com

Charles Dickens
Birthday

B 7 February

‘Fun. Fear and Q@ Charles Dickens Birthplace Museum
’ . .
Familiarity' A child’s Celebrate the birthday of this esteemed

author, visit the house in which he was

view of Second born in 1812 and join the Lord Mayor of
World War Portsmouth Portsmouth in three cheers for Dickens.
B 24 January - 14 June charlesdickensbirthplace.co.uk

@ Portsmouth Museum and Art Callery,
Museum Road

An exhibition featuring the memories of
children living in wartime Portsmouth.
Discover their stories, alongside objects
from the collections, photographs, and
archive material.

portsmouthmuseum.co.uk
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BookFest
8 16 February - 8 March

Q@ Portsmouth libraries and other city venues

Portsmouth BookFest brings a dynamic and
diverse programme of literary events to
venues across the city. From libraries and
parks fo cultural spaces, the festival invites
readers of all ages to explore the power
of storytelling and the joy of books.

This year's festival features a Children’s Week
packed with fun, including a special visit from
The Gruffalo, promising magical moments for
families and young readers.

The adult programme, running across
two weeks, offers an exciting mix of
talks, performances and workshops.
Highlights include:

Punk: Exploring the rebellious energy of
punk, which celebrates 50 years in 2026.
Peter Sellers Centenary Events:

Celebrating the iconic comic actor with
a talk on his legacy.

Crime Fiction Spotlight: Featuring
bestselling authors and gripping discussions
on the genre's enduring appeal.

Local History Series: Discovering Portsmouth’s
rich past through engaging insights.

Festival of Early Music

8 6-23 March
Q Portsmouth Cathedral

This festival brings together world-class
musicians for an inspiring programme of
performances, celebrating the rich and

expressive sounds of the past. Performances
areon 6, 8, 12, 14, 20 & 23 March.

portsmouthcathedral.org.uk

Centenary
Civic Service

M 38 March
Q Portsmouth Cathedral

Portsmouth will mark 100 years as a city with
a Centenary Service at 11am, welcoming
civic guests and the public.

visitportsmouth.co.uk/bookfest

portsmouthcathedral.org.uk
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Inside, a group
exhibition by
This New Ground

B 27 March - 7 June
Q Aspex, Porfsmouth

Step inside an immersive, participatory
exhibition exploring what home means
through the stories and histories of people
with a leamning disability in Portsmouth.

Created by This New Ground artists
alongside commissioned artists Nathan Wong
and Orlando Richardson, Inside invites you

to become part of the work — to listen, touch,
slow down, and at moments, walk in someone
else’s shoes. Blending sound, image, and
everyday objects, the exhibition re-imagines
what an exhibition can be - opening a space
where voices reclaim the city’s identity from
their own viewpoint. It asks where we belong,
how we make place, and what it means to be
seen, heard, and at home.

Hotwalls Studios
Spring Creative
Market

With over 30 local traders offering a vibrant
mix of handmade products — plus, live music,
open studios, and demonstrations — there's
something for everyone.

B 11-12 April, 10am-4pm

hotwallsstudios.co.uk

Portsmouth Football Club

8 18 April

Q Fratton Park

Portsmouth Football Club will celebrate
Portsmouth 100 at Fratton Park during the
home fixture against Leicester City, featuring
heritage displays and supporter activities to
mark the special occasion.

thisnewground.com/whats-on

portsmouthfc.co.uk
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EVENTS

Commemorative Comic Con
Civic Ceremony 923 May

8 21 April Q@ Portsmouth Guildhall

Q Big Screen, Guildhall Square Portsmouth Comic Con - International Festival
Watch live, as the Commemorative Civic of Comics retumns bringing the best in Comics,
Ceremony takes place in the Guildhall Film, TV and Pop Culture entertainment!

and is sfreamed onfo the Big Screen in the It will welcome some of the greatest writers
square for all to view. The event will include and illustrators in the industry, alongside

a reading of the citation from 100 years ago  stars of the screen and the wonderful world
when Portsmouth was awarded city status, of cosplay!

the Royal Marines Band Corps of Drums,
greefings from twin and sister cities and
readings from notable Portsmouth people.

With panels, displays, exhibitions, gaming,
VR, and an incredible range of merch and
collectables, if you're serious about comics,
love Marvel /DC and cult series or are simply
looking for a fun day out for all the family -
this is the event for you.

portsmouthcomiccon.com
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Festival of Crime
8 2 May

The University of Portsmouth

celebrates Portsmouth 100 with another
'Festival of Crime’. The event will showcase
advances in criminology and crime-related
studies over the past 100 years and will also
look at historic crimes and see how they might
have been solved today.

Search for ‘University of Portsmouth

OSPexXd L
portsmouth

St Mary'’s
Community
May Fayre

Festival of Crime’ for more information
;.1 May

Q st Mary’s of Portsea Church

This annual event includes a variety of
aftractions, real ale tent, arena displays,
fairground rides, bands, and over 100 stalls.

Guildhall Squared Festival

8 5-10 May
Q Guildhall Square

Come together in the heart of the city
to celebrate 100 years of Portsmouth!

Performances, exhibitions, activities and
workshops will all be brought together under
one roof, in a festival fent in Guildhall Square.

An exciting programme of music, comedy
and drama, plus a series of fascinating
talks and sessions will reflect on the past,
present and future of our city, bringing
generations together.

portsmouthguildhall.org.uk

Pivot Fest

8 8-10 May
Q Aspex, Portsmouth

This New Ground and Aspex Portsmouth
present Pivot Fest, Portsmouth’s first Learning
Disability Arts Festival curated and
programmed by local artists with a
learning disability.

Across three days, enjoy digital art
workshops, headline performances from
nationally renowned arfists, exhibition tours,
film screenings, and silent discos.

thisnewground.com/whats-on

r'ZE‘«rUII.I:lHnl'-'ln.LL1
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Portsmouth Sing 100
Festival

8 8-10 May
Q@ Portsmouth Guildhall Square

and surrounding locations

EVENTS

Presented by Portsmouth City Council,
University of Portsmouth, and Portsmouth
Cathedral, this festival celebrates classical
and light music in Portsmouth, with a range
of groups performing and a gala concert
on 9 May. This will include performances of
significant pieces celebrating the city from
Portsmouth Cathedral Choir, Portsmouth
Choral Union, Portsmouth Baroque Choir,
Fareham Philharmonic, Solent Symphony
Orchestra and HM Royal Marines Band.

Pretty Muddy 5k and Race
For Life

8 9-10 May
Q Southsea Common

On Saturday take part in the Pretty Muddy
5k and slide, crawl and climb through an
exciting, muddy, obstacle course hosted by
Cancer Research UK Race For life.

On Sunday all are welcome to join the Race
For life, with 3k, 5k and 10k routes open to
men, women and children. Everyone taking
part does so for one common purpose: to
walk, jog or run fo beat cancer.

visitportsmouth.co.uk/ pretty-muddy
visitportsmouth.co.uk/race-for-life
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Love South Parade Pier ‘26

88 23-25 May

Q The Caiety, South Parade Pier
Following the success of the event in 2025,
the Pier event is back and bigger than ever
with a jam-packed weekend of family fun
and iconic views.

thegaietysouthsea.co.uk

Ay,
éng:

Summer Sunday

Session Launch = %
with Amba Tremain
and Friends

ﬁ; W g
B 17 May

Q@ The Queens Hotel Garden

Celebrate Th(? |oun§h of the hotel'’s $ummer BBC Frldqy nghf

Sunday Sessions with Amba Tremain and . . A
Friends in The Queens Hotel Garden — is Music nghf
live music, sunshine, great food, and B 5 e

South ibes.
ovisea summervibes Q Portsmouth Guildhall

queenshotelportsmouth.com Join BBC Radio 3's Friday Night is Music
Night, with the BRC Concert Orchestra for

. I a special evening celebrating 100 years
Live at the Bandstand! of Portsmouth becoming a city!
88 23-24 May Old ones, new ones, loved ones... and

Free live music is back with the perhaps a few new tunes you've yef to
launch of live af the Bandstand 2026. For discover in a live recording celebrating the
full details of the line-up and dates across region for BBC Radio 3; it's sure to be a
the summer visit the website. night to remember!
visitportsmouth.co.uk/bandstand portsmouthguildhall.org.uk
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EVENTS

B

The Quiet Hero Community Open Day
M 5-6June, 8pm M 13 June

Q The D-Day Story, Q Portsmouth International Port
Clarence Esplanade, Southsea

The port will be reopening its doors to the

A brand-new play, bringing to life public for a highly anticipated Community
the extraordinary Naval mastermind, Open Day. Following the success of previous
Admiral Ramsay. From Dunkirk to D-Day, years, the council-owned port will open to
don't miss this thrilling new show by People the local community, staff and their families
and Stories. fo enjoy an array of exhibitions from port

partners, inferactive stands and behind-the-

theddaystory.com scenes access fo port operations.

. ortsmouth-port.co.uk
Portsmouth Pride @ 5 T ?

2 6l Armed Forces Day
Q Southsea Common

A completely free-to-attend one-day Pride 8 20 June

event for the people of Portsmouth and Q Southsea Common

surrounding areas: an event bringing fogether  Enjoy exciting displays including military

a community-led parade, two stages, stalls, vehicles, live performances, activities, sfalls

a family funfair and much more. and military parades at this free annual event.
portsmouthpride.org.uk visitportsmouth.co.uk/armed-forces-day
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2126: What if?

B8 26 June - 6 September
Q@ Aspex Portsmouth

To celebrate Portsmouth’s historic milestone,
Aspex looks forward, inviting artists, all with
a deep personal connection to the city, to
imagine the future and propose visionary
ideas for the next hundred years. Focusing
on the themes of environmental sustainability;
community; social and economic justice; and
technology - visitors will be invited to reflect,
dream and contribute to a hopeful narrative
for the next century.

aspex.org.uk

Hotwalls Studios

Summer Creative
Market

@ 27-28 June, 10am-4pm

With over 30 local traders offering a vibrant
mix of handmade products — plus, live music,

something for everyone.

hotwallsstudios.co.uk

Portsmouth Players

open studios, and demonstrations — there's
Centenary Open
Weekend

B8 27-28 June, 10am onwards

@ The Barn Studio Theatre, Milton Park

The Portsmouth Players are also celebrating
their 100 years in 2026, and the Studio
Theatre will be open for visitors to share
celebrations, workshops, exhibitions and
reunions.

portsmouthplayers.co.uk

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026



http://aspex.org.uk
http://hotwallsstudios.co.uk
http://portsmouthplayers.co.uk

Family Fun Day
@ 28 June

Q Fort Purbrook, 1am-4pm

Bring family and friends along to the annual

community event at Fort Purbrook. It includes
pony rides, music and performance, food
and drink, heritage mini fours, sfalls and

fete games.

Or maybe just pull up a hay bale and soak
up the atmosphere of this Victorian Fort -
there’s plenty for everyone! Tickets in
advance only.

Seafarers’ Service

BB 28 June
Q Portsmouth Cathedral

This service is dedicated to all those who work
and live at sea, and where all those lost at sea
are remembered. It will be attended by His
Maiesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire, the
Lord Mayor, and members of the City Council,
as well as representatives of charities and

portsmouthcathedral.org.uk

peterashleyactivitycentres.co.uk

1
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Southsea Food

maritime organisations linked fo Portsmouth.
Festival
B 4-5 July

Q Southsea Town Centre

Now in its 18th edition, the festival celebrates
Portsmouth’s vibrant culinary scene. The
two-day event will fransform Southsea'’s town
centre info a lively hub with stalls, live music,
family entertainment, and the Kitchen Stage
featuring demos from local chefs.

visitportsmouth.co.uk/
southsea-food-festival

EVENTS
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The Pride of Portsmouth Lion Trail

88 13 July - 13 September talented artists and inspired

by the spirit of our vibrant city.
Get ready to roar with excitement as the

Pride of Portsmouth takes over the city in
a spectacular celebration of creativity,
community, and culturel

The trail, developed in association
with Wild in Art, will include an app
to download and ‘unlock’ each lion
to find more information and rewards.

Over eight roaring weeks, Portsmouth Follow the lions, discover the pridel

will come alive with a pride of lion
sculptures, each uniquely designed by prideofportsmouth.co.uk
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Centenary Concert Series

89 10-18 July
Q Guildhall Square

This special Centenary Concert Series is
produced in partnership between Portsmouth

City Council and The Guildhall Trust.

On Friday 17 July, two giants of film music
will come head-to-head in a ‘The Best of
Williams & Zimmer" symphonic spectacular
concert of award-winning soundiracks from
some of the most iconic films of all time! John
Williams' music from Star Wars, Jurassic Park,
ET, Schindler's List, Harry Potter and more
will be pitched against Hans Zimmer's
tracks from Gladiator, The Da Vinci Code,
Interstellar, Last Samurai and Batman Begins
fo name just a few.

Then on Saturday 18 July, the party refurns
with Smash Hits: The 80s — a celebration of
the era of new romantics, big hair and even
bigger shoulder pads! Featuring the biggest
tracks of the decade by Madonna, Toto,
Ultravox, Elton John, Bonnie Tyler, Michael
Jackson, David Bowie, A-Ha, George
Michael and many more performed by the
full orchestra, it is time to dig out the neon
and get ready fo hit the dance floor!

With more exciting concerts sef to be
announced, The Centenary Concert Series
will stage some of the finest performances
that bring the city fogether in a magnificent
celebration!

portsmouthguildhall.org.uk

Emirates Great
Britain SailGP

8 25-26 July

Q Southsea seafront

SailGP is back in Southsea with 13 national
teams set o battle for victory on the tumultuous
waters of the Solent. Enjoy grandstand

views of the flying F50 catamarans and
unforgettable Aprés-Sail entertainment.

sailgp.com/ portsmouth

Clipper Round
the World Race

@8 25-26 July

Q Gunwharf Quays

Enjoy live music performances and a party
atmosphere as the crews of the Clipper Round

the World Race return to Gunwharf Quays
and receive the celebration they deserve!

clipperroundtheworld.com

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026
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Masquerade Ball

8 31 July

Q@ Royal Maritime Hotel

Unmask an unforgettable night when you
join the Masquerade Ball in the Trafalgar
Ballroom, with dinner, live music, dancing,
and an air of delightful mystery.

royalmaritimehotel.co.uk

Portsmouth Cultural
Festival

B 1 August, TTam-5pm
Q Victoria Park

The festival will bring together 100

organisations from across the city through
music, food and family activities in the
heart of this beautiful city. The event will
celebrate community and culture with live
performances, local stalls, delicious food

and plenty of fun for all ages.

The ultimate VW show by the seal The event
showcases some of the best VW vehicles
around, as well as offering myriad stalls

Beach Dubbin’

B 2 August
Q Southsea Common

and plenty of entertainment.

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026



http://royalmaritimehotel.co.uk

EVENTS

ﬂ%f {3I-i

i

Victorious Festival Pompey Games, Every

1 28-30 August Neighbourhood, One Team
Q Southsea seafront 8 12 September

With the sea as your backdrop, enjoy a Q Mountbatten Centre

weekend packed with huge headliners,

This citywide event unites Portsmouth through
live music across multiple stages, pop-up

fun, inclusive physical activities and a
creative art project. Designed to break
down barriers to sport, it encourages

performonces, comedy, and entertainment
at every turn.

Fomilies can dive info the Kids Arena full of residents of all ages and abilities to get
free activities, character meet-and-greets, acfive, connect with neighbours, and
games, and more. Add in the Skatepark celebrate local pride together.

buzz, Southsea Castle parties, and a mouth-

watering mix of street food and local traders, .
2 Disney’s Frozen the

West End Musical

88 19-27 September

. Q Theatre Royal
Herltage Open DG)’S @ Do you want fo build a snowman? Join Anng,

and you've got the ultimate festival by the sea.

victoriousfestival.co.uk

B 11-20 September Elsa, Olaf, Kristoff and Sven for a magical

Discover your local heritage with musical journey through the kingdom of
activities and visits to a range of venues Arendelle. Packed with breathtaking songs,
open specially for Heritage Open Days. stunning sets and heartwarming storytelling,
this in-house production is a theatrical event
visitportsmouth.co.uk/ you don't want fo miss.

heritage-open-days

newtheatreroyal.com
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Portsmouth100: Our Naval

City

B8 3 October

Q Portsmouth Historic Dockyard and
Priddy’s Hard, Gosport

Enjoy a vibrant day of heritage, food, and
festivities af the Historic Dockyard and
Priddy’s Hard. Follow the trail and enjoy talks,
demos and performances. Discover the Royal
Navy story that shaped the city.

historicdockyard.co.uk

Great South Run Weekend
® 17-18 October

Q Southsea seafront

With a range of races fo suit varying abilities
on the Saturday, followed by the world-
renowned 10-mile race on Sunday, this is a
weekend in the calendar not to be missed.

greatrun.org/events/ great-south-run

We Will Rock You

8 17-24 October
Q@ Kings Theatre

Get ready to experience the music of Queen
like never before! Set in a futuristic world
where rock music is banned, young rebels
are defermined to 'Break Free’ and celebrate
the power of music. This in-house production
of the worldwide hit musical is ‘A Kind of
Magic’ you don't want fo miss!

kingsportsmouth.co.uk
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EVENTS

G

Heritage
Fund

Portsmouth100 - Your Museum,
Your Stories, Your City
B 26 October onwards and amplifying diverse voices, it aims

@ Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery 1o foster a stronger sense of place
and identity. The project will actively

involve communities in shaping the
displays, ensuring they feel represented

This project will create inspiring
exhibition displays at the museum,

co-curated with local communities and heard.
to reflect the city’s last 100 years.
By uncovering lesser-known stories portsmouthmuseum.co.uk
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Fireworks Display
88 3 November

Q Southsea Common

The skies above Southsea Common will
explode info colour with a huge fireworks
display at this annual event. Please double-
check date and event details nearer the time.

Portsmouth Rose
Planting

visitportsmouth.co.uk/fireworks
B8 15 December

Q Southsea Rose Garden

Join members of the Parks team as the official
Portsmouth Gold rose is planted in the rose
garden by Canoe Lake.

Portsmouth Coastal
Waterside Marathon

M8 20 December

Get ready for the Portsmouth Marathon
events on the south coast! Run the full, half,
or 12km along the stunning seafront routes —
there will be a festive atmosphere, great
support, and unforgettable coastal views.
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Spinnaker Tower Gunwharf Quays

Visit the tower for amazing views across As well as great shopping, Gunwharf Quays
the city and beyond. Check out their event has year-round events and activities for all
calendar fo find a range of exfra activities the family, including in July the return of
throughout the year. Clipper Round the World Yacht Race.
spinnakertower.co.uk gunwharf-quays.com

= = ' LS . ]
Portsmouth Historic Fort Nelson
DOCk)’C"'d Explore over 19 acres of tunnels, ramparts
Explore HMS Victory, Mary Rose and arfillery at Fort Nelson. There's also
HMS Warrior, Harbour Tours and much a programme of events iaking place dll

more including the Royal Marines Experience ~ Y&r round.

opening in 2026. look out for events and
acfivities throughout the year.

royalarmouries.org/fort-nelson

historicdockyard.co.uk
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Portsdown Hill

Enjoy spectacular views of Portsmouth

and the Isle of Wight, explore Victorian hill
forts like Fort Widley, and walk on trails
through rare chalk grasslands teeming with
wildflowers and wildlife.

portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/
parks/ portsdown-hill

Hilsea Lines

Explore wooded nature frails, discover
remnants of old military fortifications, and
enjoy diverse wildlife habitats. The site
features the only woodland on Portsea
Island with paths through the frees and
open meadow.

portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/
parks/hilsea-lines

Farlington Marshes
Nature Reserve
Enjoy year-round walks, especially in

winter when the reserve comes alive
with migratory wildfowl.

hiwwt.org.uk/nature-reserves/
farlington-marshes-nature-reserve

Milton Common

Enjoy a walk or cycle across this Local
Nature Reserve which adjoins Langstone
Harbour. The common is a haven for insects,
small mammals and birds.

portsmouth.gov.uk/services/ leisure/
parks/milton-common/

22 100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026
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Guided tour of The Cold World War One
War Bunker (opening in 2026) Remembrance Centre
Q Fort Widley, Peter Ashley Activity Centre Q Bastion 6, Hilsea Lines
Step back in fime! Join a guided one-hour Learn more about this period of history
tour underground to the unique Cold War- through the many artefacts and displays at this
era bunker, designed fo survive the fallout volunteer-run centre. Includes a reproduction
from a nuclear attack. WWI trench system.
peterashleyactivitycentres.co.uk wwlrc.org.uk

Eastney Engine Houses Southsea Castle

Q Henderson Road Q Clarence Esplanade, Southsea
Visit on one of the regular open days and Visit the castle, learn more about its
view the maijestic Boulton and Watt steam fascinating history and enjoy the
engines and find out more about the history amazing views across the Solent.
of the site. Open April to October.
eastneyenginehouses.co.uk southseacastle.co.uk
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Get active

Why not take up a new activity in 20262
Portsmouth has such a great offer across the
city with a range of activities and sports fo
choose from. There are a few suggestions
here, but you can find out more at:

visitportsmouth.co.uk/sport and
portsmouth.gov.uk/services/ leisure/
sports-and-activities

The sport centres in the city have a wide
range of classes and sessions fo join.

Portsmouth City Council centres include:

* Mountbatten Leisure Centre

¢ Portsmouth Gymnastics Centre

¢ Portsmouth Tennis Centre

* Pyramids Centre

¢ Wimbledon Park Sports Centre
Other maijor sport providers in the
city include:

¢ Portsmouth Football Club

* Ravelin Sports Centre, University

of Portsmouth (open to public)

portsmouth.gov.uk/services/
leisure/ sports-and-activities/
sports-and-leisure-centres

Try trampolining

Head to Flip Out Portsmouth, offering a
range of acfivities and sessions for all ages
for some great indoor frampolining fun.

Go to englandnetball.co.uk where you
can search for a range of local netball
options fo suit all ages and abilities.

Beach volleyball

Take family and friends to the seafront in
the summer months for a game of beach
volleyball. A sandy court is available —
just bring a balll

Some sporty events to join:

The Aqua 100

8 25 May 2026
Q@ Mountbatten Leisure Centre

The Aqua 100 is a high energy aquafit
session bringing 100 people together in
the pool for a fun, instructor-led workout.
Using water resistance to boost finess
while being gentle on joints, it's suitable
for all levels.
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Play a round of golf or enjoy family fun
activities at the driving range with free
children’s club hire.

Portsmouth is flat and perfect for running.
Maybe join one of the running events
throughout the year, you can sfart with a
parkrun and end with the Great South Run!

With indoor and outdoor courts available
fo hire in Portsmouth, you can improve your
tennis skills whatever the weather.

Book a 1-2-1 wakeboarding lesson
at Southcoast Wakepark and learn @
new skill while having an exhilarating

time on the water.

Portsmouth100
Fitness Challenge

8 1-31 May 2026
Q Portsmouth Pyramids

Complete 100 heritage-inspired reps —
from Spinnaker Squats to Victory Press-Ups
in the fastest time possible. Open fo all
abilities, this city-themed workout combines
health, history, and community pride.

Play It Out: Badminton 100

8 28 May 2026
Q Wimbledon Park Sports Centre

Play quick matches, rotating every

10 minutes, to keep rallies going for a full
100 minutes. With continuous match play,
new opponents each round and fun for all
skill levels, it's the perfect blend of fimess,
challenge and community spirit.
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©Claire Sambrook

Open Studios

Q@ Hotwalls Studios and across the city

Discover Hotwalls Studios as artists welcome
visitors, or explore local art spots like

Aspex, Jack House Gallery, Box Gallery,
Coastguard Studio, and Portsmouth Museum.

Millennium Trail
@ Old Portsmouth

Follow the chain motif from Spinnaker Tower
into Old Portsmouth to explore the city’s
history. Grab a printed guide or check online
for more info.

hotwallsstudios.co.uk
visitportsmouth.co.uk/ arts

visitportsmouth.co.uk/explore/
millennium-promenade

R T R T
L

Royal Garrison Church

Q@ Penny Street, Old Portsmouth

Built around 1212 by the Bishop of
Winchester, the nave was damaged in a
1941 firebomb raid, but the chancel remains
intact. Modern stained-glass windows depict
WWII scenes and the church’s history.

Portsmouth Museum and
Art Gallery

Visit the museum to discover more about the
city's history, with changing displays, a great
garden and on-site café. This museum also
has a year-round events programme with
something for everyone.

english-heritage.org.uk/ visit/ places/
royal-garrison-church-portsmouth

portsmouthmuseum.co.uk
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Adventure and mini golf

Choose from Treasure Island Golf, The Putt
Hutt or Zingers for themed adventure golf
fun, or head to Southsea Mini Golf or Tenth
Hole Pitch and Putt in Southsea.

treasureislandgolf.co.uk
putthutt.co.uk
zingersuv.co.uk
thetenthhole.co.uk

Southsea Skate Park

Dust off the skates or board and head
down to the skate park for some fun
outdoor exercise. If the weather isn't great,
try Pitt Street Undercover Skate Park in the
city centre.

southseaskatepark.org
pittstskatepark.com

Artist impression

Go horse riding

The equestrian centre af Fort Widley, part
of the Peter Ashley Activity Centres, offers a
range of horse and pony riding activities to
suit all ages and abilities.

peterashleyactivitycentres.co.uk

Hilsea Lido
@ London Road, Hilsea

Enjoy outdoor swimming in the newly
refurbished lido opening during 2026.
Choose the session that is best for you.

hilsealido.co.uk

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026
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Exploria

Q@ Portsmouth Pyramids, Clarence Esplanade
Indoor fun awaits at Explorial Play zones for
all ages include a ninja run, slides, ball pit,
and car track. Join the 5th anniversary on

15-16 August 2026: first 100 tickets sold
each day are half-pricel

Clarence Pier

Head to Clarence Pier, a family favourite
since 1945, where you can enjoy thrilling
funfair rides; arcade games; the Putt Hutt
and a range of options for food and drink.

exploria.org.uk

clarencepier.co.uk

South Parade Pier

Take a stroll along the pier and enjoy the
amazing views across the Solent to the Isle

of Wight. Try out the arcade games and grab
a bite fo eat at one of the many choices. Look
out for the wide range of events taking place
throughout the year.

southparadepier.net

Natural History Museum at
Cumberland House

@ Eastern Parade, Southsea

Discover more about the city’s natural history
and visit the on-site butterfly house. Open all
year round, the museum s free to Portsmouth
residents, with a small charge for city visitors.

portsmouthnaturalhistory.co.uk
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Go fly a kite!

Head out to Portsdown Hill, Southsea
Common or one of the many city parks and
have fun flying a kite. View professional kite
fliers and enjoy a range of entertainment
and activities at the annual International Kite
Festival on Southsea Common.

Get out on the water

Head to the Andrew Simpson Centre off
Eastern Road and join one of the variety of
on-water activities including learning fo sail,
paddle board, windsurf and kayak.

andrewsimpsoncentres.org

Accessible water activities
with Wetwheels

The Wetwheels boats are truly unique by
being fully accessible. The team offers a
range of experiences to enable disabled
people to enjoy the excitement of power
boating.

wetwheelsfoundation.org/experiences

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026 29

Try wall climbing

With great climbing walls at the University's
Ravelin Park, Peter Ashley Activity Centre

af Fort Purbrook and the Andrew Simpson
Centre you are spoilt for choice whether you
are a beginner or experienced climber.

peterashleyactivitycentres.co.uk
andrewsimpsoncentres.org
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Get arty at Aspex

Join a Family Saturday event at Aspex and
create your own work of art. From painting
to model making, collaging and inventing,
budding young artists can learn new
techniques in a nurturing creative space
with other young children and families.

aspex.org.uk

Play with clay
Q Casile Road

Feeling creative? Join a workshop at Fatclay
Pottery fo craft your own clay art, or visit
Artypotz Ceramics to decorate ready-made
pottery in your style.

fatclaypottery.com
artypotz.com

South Coast Cookery
Q Elm Grove

Join one of the informal workshops and
learn some new food skills in a relaxed
and sociable environment. Everything you
need for the evening is included in the
booking charge.

southcoastcookery.com

Reading matter(s)

Visit your local library, borrow a book and
escape info another world. Or join one of
the many activities held all year round for
adults and children alike, including the annual
summer reading challenge.

librariesandarchives.portsmouth.gov.uk/
public-library-service

30 100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026


http://aspex.org.uk
http://fatclaypottery.com
http://andrewsimpsoncentres.org
http://southcoastcookery.com
http://librariesandarchives.portsmouth.gov.uk/public-library-service
http://librariesandarchives.portsmouth.gov.uk/public-library-service

Hovertravel Experience

Q Southsea seafront

Rather than just going over to the Isle of
Wight, join a Hovertravel Experience Flight
out into the Solent, and discover the full
capabilifies of these amazing craft.

hovertravel.co.uk/experiences/
hovercraft-experience-flight

Portsmouth On Ice
Q Skating in Guildhall Square

The city's popular seasonal ice rink, Portsmouth
On Ice, is bringing fesfive fun back to Guildhall
Square. Opening in late November, the ice
rink will have sessions for all. It's the perfect
place to make special memories.

portsmouthiceskating.uk

Events at Port Solent

Discover regular events throughout the year
including most Sundays af Port Solent. From
car meets and waterside markets to 999
Family Fun Days, with plenty of food choices
available the marina is great for a day out -
check online for up-to-date details.

portsolent.com

Carnival time!

In the summer months look out for the Portsea
and the Paulsgrove and Wymering carnivals
as they take fo the city's sfreets. Follow the
carnival floats and enjoy a range of free
entertainment.

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026
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il We Shine Game on!
November will see the refurn of We Shine. Visit Game Over in Old Portsmouth to play
The 2026 theme will be ‘Celebrate’ with a refro video games, look out for Games Fest at
series of illuminated art installations across the  Portsmouth Guildhall or visit Dice Portsmouth
city for all to explore and enjoy. and play a board game with friends.
weshineportsmouth.co.uk gameover.cafe

diceboardgamelounge.com

Escape the room! Ten pin bowling
Why not fry one of the city’s themed Q Gunwharf Quays
Escape Rooms2 With a range of opfions Spend an enjoyable few hours challenging
fo suit different ages and experience levels, family and friends at Hollywood Bowl in
hone your lateral thinking skills with family Gunwharf Quays.
and friends.

hollywoodbowl.co.uk/portsmouth
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Theatre tour
Q Kings Theatre and Theatre Royal

Join one of the regular theatre tours o look
behind the scenes at one of the city's two
magnificent Matcham-designed theatres.

kingsportsmouth.co.uk
newtheatreroyal.com

All the drama!

Enjoy one of the Portsmouth Players’
productions in their centenary year or
choose from the great selection of drama
on offer at the Kings, Theatre Royal and
Groundlings theatres.

Enjoy a film

Check out the screenings at the two
multiplexes — The Vue at Gunwharf Quays
or the Odeon at Port Solent for the latest
releases, or for something different the
programmes at Southsea Arts Cinema

and No.6 Cinema fit the bill.

Head out to a local gig

Check out the year-round programme at
Wedgewood Rooms or Kola or aftend one
of the many local gigs across the city’s venues

and pubs.

wedgewood-rooms.co.uk
kolavenue.co.uk

100 things to see and do in Portsmouth in 2026
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Park life

Spend fime at one of the many city parks
with a choice of play areas, adventure
playgrounds, ponds and lakes, beautiful
planting and fun activities. There is one
within walking distance wherever you are.

portsmouth.gov.uk/services/leisure/
parks

Blue Reef Aquarium
Q@ Clarence Esplanade

Visit the aquarium to explore the Solent
Seas, Tropical Treasures and Freshwater
Fun displays - plus a range of fishy events
throughout the year.

bluereefaquarium.co.uk/portsmouth

Southsea Model Village

Constructed on the site of the ancient Lumps
Fort, the village showcases a ! /12 scale
miniature world including G scale railway
featuring Thomas and friends.

Portchester Castle

Climb to the top of the 100ft high Norman
keep and discover more about the casfle's
history including displays telling the sfories
of prisoners of war.

southseamodelvillage.biz

english-heritage.org.uk/ visit/places/
portchester-castle
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0 HOURS
O LUNTEERING

Help us celebrate a century of Portsmouth What to expect

pride by completing 100 hours of

¢ A monthly newsletter featuring upcoming

volunteering and joining Team 100. There
volunteer opportunities and stories

will be a dedicated group of volunteers

and organisations who will help deliver a ¢ Volunteering fairs and social events
dynamic programme of events throughout the fo connect and celebrate

year. Whether you're a local resident, part * Certificates of recognition and

of a community group, or simply passionate milestone celebrations

gbouf giving back, there's a place for you « Aleague fable fo frack hours and
in Team 100.

celebrate top contributors

Flexible volunteering for everyone * Events delivered in partnership with

local charities

¢ 100 hours across the year which could be Poveieel by Bl

just in a series of one-off events, or regular
(volunteer management platform)

volunteering — you choosel

¢ Open to individuals, families, youth
groups, schools, and organisations
¢ Opportunities to volunteer at home or Whether you're supporting a single
in the community event or confributing throughout the
year, your time and energy will help
shape a memorable centenary.

Be part of the legacy

* Activifies include donations, recycling,

planting wildflowers, neighbourhood )
ersinups, cmdl e Together, we'll honour the past, celebrate
' the present, and build a stronger

* Focus on mental health, community future. Find out more by emailing:

connection, and acts of kindness fo volunteering@hiveportsmouth.org.uk

unite Portsmouth
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Portsmouth
CITY COUNCIL

PORTSMOUTHl@)
1926-2026

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

13 January 4 May 26 June — 6 September 11-20 September

DV Mission 2026 launch St Mary’s Community 2126: What if? Heritage Open Days

24 January — 14 June May Fayre 27-28 June 12 September

‘Fun, Fear and Familiarity’ 5-10 May Hotwalls Studios Summer Pompey Games, Every

A child's view of Second Guildhall Squared Festival Creative Market Neighbourhood, One Team

World War Portsmouth 8-10 May 27-28 June 19-27 September

31 January Pivot Fest Portsmouth Players Disney's Frozen the

Icebreaker Festival 8-10 May Centenary Open Weekend West End Musical

7 February Portsmouth Sing 100 Festival 28 June 3 October

Charles Dickens Birthday 9-10 May Family Fun Day Portsmouth100:

16 February — 8 March Pretty Muddy 5k and 28 June Our Naval ity

BookFest Race For Life Seafarers’ Service 17-18 October

6—23 March 17 May 4-5 July Great South Run Weekend

Festival of Early Music Summer Sunday Session Southsea Food Festival 17-24 October

8 March Launch with Amba 13 July - 13 September  We Will Rock You

Centenary Civic Service Tremain and Friends The Pride of Portsmouth 26 October onwards

27 March - 7 June 23-24 May Lion Trail Portsmouth100 —

Inside, a group exhibition Live af the Bandstand! 10-18 July Your Museum, Your

by This New Ground 23-25 May Centenary Concert Series Stories, Your City

11-12 April Love South Parade Pier 26 25-26 July 3 November

Hotwalls Studios Spring 5 June Emirates Great Britain SailgP  Fireworks Display

Creative Market BBC Friday Night 25-26 July 15 December

18 April is Music Night Clipper Round the World Race Portsmouth Rose Planting

Portsmouth Football Club 5-6 June 31 July 20 December

21 April The Quiet Hero Masquerade Ball Portsmouth Coastal

Commemorafive 6 June 1 August Waterside Marathon

Civic Ceremony Portsmouth Pride Portsmouth Cultural Festival

2-3 May 13 Joma T To check event details
ugus ; ;

Comic Con Community Open Day Beucthubbin' and for more information

about things fo see and
2 May 20 June 28-30 August do in Portsmouth use

Festival of Crime

Armed Forces Day

Victorious Festival

portsmouth100@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

the QR code below.
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