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IT’S BACK, BRINGING

A BRIGHT AND 
BLOOMING SUMMER 
TO PORTSMOUTH
The much-loved Portsmouth in Bloom is making a return this year in floral celebration of the city’s centenary.

It is being run by Portsmouth City Council in partnership with The News and Portsmouth Water and under the expert 
guidance of Southsea’s award-winning gardening writer, author and television presenter Martyn Cox.

Winners will be crowned at a special awards ceremony in September and will receive a commemorative Portsmouth 
Gold Rose - being grown especially this year for the centenary - a trophy and a Waterfront Garden Centre voucher.
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The revived Portsmouth in Bloom will be very much focused  
on sustainable gardens and spaces that have adapted to our  
changing environment, through thoughtful planting, reducing  
waste, supporting healthy soil and biodiversity, avoiding harmful 
chemicals and reducing the use of valuable water resources.  
The competition will have 11 categories.

CATEGORIES

Small garden/courtyard

Larger garden

Balcony or windowbox or container

Workplace

Nursery, school or college

Communal or community garden  
(including residential homes)

Borrowed spaces (such as street planters)

Growing spaces (including allotments)

Hotel, restaurant, bar or café

Wildlife garden

A special award may also be presented for any entry which  
truly wows the judging panel, such as an exceptional space for 
celebrating. Portsmouth in Bloom is only open to residents and 
businesses within the city council boundary and city council  
tenants living outside the city.

ENTERING PORTSMOUTH IN BLOOM

Judging packs for each category will be sent out later this year,  
but people can start thinking now about the things that you will  
want us to know about. 

These can include:

The inspiration for your space

Why you love planting

What sustainability measures you have incorporated  
(eg water saving)

THE COMPETITION
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HELP AND ADVICE 
Creating and maintaining a beautiful garden doesn’t have tomean using lots of water. In fact, using less water  
can not only help you to save money and protect local resources, but can also help your garden flourish. 

Here are Portsmouth Water’s top tips for preparing for a healthy and happy space to grow:

MAKE THE MOST OF THE RAIN

Collecting rainwater using a water butt is an easy way to  
keep your plants thriving - and it’s free! The natural nutrients  
in the water will also help healthy and vibrant plants grow. 

MULCH MATTERS 

Mulching your soil with garden compost, bark chips or similar 
materials helps soil retain moisture and regulate its temperature. 
Healthier soil means stronger, more resilient plants - and mulch can 
help cut down on weeding too! 

TRY LESS THIRSTY PLANTS

Shrubs and hardy perennials, like lavender, need less water.  
Not only does that mean they need less looking after, but they also 
stay looking great even in hot and dry conditions. 

CONSIDER CLOVER 

Clover needs less water than traditional grass lawns and  
stays greener for longer. It also produces small flowers that  
attract bees and other pollinators. 

SMALL STEPS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

Our local water resources are feeling the pressure as our  
climate changes and our community grows, but we can all  
make a real difference.

Simple, everyday actions in your garden can go a long way,  
from adapting what you plant to how you water. By taking steps  
to be water wise, you're helping your garden to thrive while also 
protecting local water resources, supporting local wildlife and  
making sure we have the water we need – today and for the future. 

For more ways to make your garden greener and save water,  
visit portsmouthwater.co.uk/saving-water-garden

The Portsmouth100 website has a Portsmouth in Bloom section  
which will feature events and activities that will support people to  
take part in the competition. The site also has a range of information 
about the wider Portsmouth100 celebration programme, visit  
visitportsmouth.co.uk/portsmouth-100/portsmouth-in-bloom

Martyn Cox will be providing advice in a weekly column which  
will be published in The News and on portsmouth.co.uk and will 
have a particular focus on sustainable planting and gardening.

http://portsmouthwater.co.uk/saving-water-garden
http://visitportsmouth.co.uk/portsmouth-100/portsmouth-in-bloom
http://portsmouth.co.uk
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After June 30 2026 registered participants will be sent a link to a form so they can submit their entries for judging. 

We will allow submission of photographs and videos. This will close on July 24 2026.

There will then be a shortlisting process and a small judging panel will visit the spaces in August to meet entrants 
and to make final decisions. 

NEXT STEPS

GOOD LUCK
TO EVERYONE TAKING PART AND WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE THE SUBMISSIONS.

Produced by: marketing@portsmouthcc.gov.uk • Published: June 2026 • Ref: 186.113

You can request this information in large print, 
Braille, audio or in another language by emailing 
portsmouth100@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
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