
CARBON REDUCTION & 
ELECTRIFICATION FOR 
RESTAURANTS, CAFES, AND 
BARS IN QUEENSTOWN LAKES 
DISTRICT 

IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES TO REDUCE 
EMISSIONS 
Energy Efficiency Improvements 

• Implement low-cost energy efficiency measures. Refer to 
Genless’s Efficient Appliance Calculator to find the most 
energy efficient and cost-effective appliances for your 
restaurant.  

• Install energy-efficient lighting, heating, and cooling 
systems, and enhance building insulation to reduce 
energy consumption. Consider swapping to electric 
cookware and kitchen appliances when your current 
appliances are at their end of life.  

• Consider installing solar panels if you own the building. 
Local commercial solar businesses like Queenstown Solar 
and Infinite Energy can assist. 

• Transition to electric vehicles and explore options like 
Polestar,  UBCO for staff transport.  Alternatively, support 
your staff with a Bee Card to catch public transport to 
work. 

Other Reduction Strategies: 

• Source locally where possible to reduce food mileage, 
emissions, and waste. Engage with your suppliers on their 
sustainability practices and prioritise suppliers who are 
actively reducing their waste and emissions.  

• Look for ways that you can reduce your waste, this could 
be through engaging with Wastebusters for a waste audit 
or reviewing QLDC’s waste minimisation guide and 
resources. 

• Engage with Kiwi Harvest for your eatable left over food, 
or Michael Sly from Waste to Wilderness for your organic 
waste. 

• Consider going single-use-cup free. 

• Use electric or induction cooktops to minimise carbon 
emissions from kitchen operations. 

• Explore green loan options from your bank or apply for 
funding through EECA. 

Set Reduction Targets 
Establish clear and measurable goals for reducing your 
carbon footprint.  Monitor your progress regularly and adjust 
your strategies to meet your targets effectively. 

For more information or to discuss any of the above 
information, please feel free to contact Destination 
Queenstown’s Sustainability lead; Micaela McLeod. 

What is emission reduction?

Emission reduction refers to minimisation of carbon 
emissions generated by an individual, organisation, or 
country.  Carbon Dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
are responsible for trapping heat and warming the 
planet. Therefore, they are a key focus when it comes 
to fighting the climate crisis [Reference: Our Trace]. 

Why electrification?  

Aotearoa New Zealand is in a strong position to 
address emissions in the energy and industry sectors 
due to its high levels of renewable electricity. 
Decarbonising the energy sector offers numerous 
benefits, such as reducing emissions across various 
sectors, decreasing dependence on global fossil fuel 
markets, lowering costs through energy efficiency and 
clean technologies, and creating high-wage job 
opportunities [Reference: Ministry for the 
Environment].

CALCULATE AND UNDERSTAND YOUR         
CARBON FOOTPRINT 

Measure Your Carbon Footprint

Use tools like the Genless’s Climate Action Box and 
learn what makes up the carbon footprint of your 
business. Alternatively, refer to the DQ member 
capability environmental page and learn about some of 
the NZ based organisations that can support you in 
counting and verifying your emissions. 

Learn About Your Emissions Profile 

Analyse your emissions and energy data to identify the 
primary sources of your carbon emissions. This step 
helps you understand where to focus your reduction 
efforts. 

https://genless.govt.nz/for-everyone/at-home/energy-saving-appliances/efficient-appliance-calculator/
https://genless.govt.nz/for-everyone/at-home/energy-saving-appliances/efficient-appliance-calculator/
https://queenstownsolar.co.nz/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwyJqzBhBaEiwAWDRJVOVpbe7DwxeJoS1ypC6HOHZm1CNlIRrrsC1TiCKSBLaGEFw1URswXhoC7wkQAvD_BwE
https://infiniteenergy.co.nz/
https://www.polestar.com/nz/
https://ubco.com/
https://beecard.co.nz/
https://sustainable.org.nz/learn/tools-resources/smart-purchasing/
https://sustainable.org.nz/learn/tools-resources/the-essential-questions-for-sustainable-procurement/
https://www.wastebusters.co.nz/audits-and-advice/
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/services/rubbish-recycling/waste-minimisation-for-businesses/#resources
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/services/rubbish-recycling/waste-minimisation-for-businesses/#resources
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/services/rubbish-recycling/waste-minimisation-for-businesses/#resources
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/services/rubbish-recycling/waste-minimisation-for-businesses/#resources
https://www.kiwiharvest.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/wastetowilderness/
https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/queenstownnz/Why_go_SUCfree_Background_and_Benefits_1__e82e1096-02bd-4faf-bd18-3dcd1d77a64a.pdf
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/co-funding-and-support/products/?audience=1
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/co-funding-and-support/products/?audience=1
mailto:micaelam@queenstownnz.nz
https://www.our-trace.com/emission-reduction
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/aotearoa-new-zealands-first-emissions-reduction-plan/energy-and-industry/
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/aotearoa-new-zealands-first-emissions-reduction-plan/energy-and-industry/
https://genless.govt.nz/for-business/get-started/measure-your-emissions/
https://www.queenstownnz.co.nz/member-hub/business-resources/environmental-resources/
https://www.queenstownnz.co.nz/member-hub/business-resources/environmental-resources/

