N.C. FREEDOM PARK TO HONOR
BLACK STRUGGLE AND TRIUMPH

AN EXCITING, long-awaited development is taking shape just a couple
of blocks from the Morth Carolina State Capitol in dewniown Raleigh,

A landmark project 20 years in the making, Morth Carolina Freedom
Park, will hanor African American struggles and triumphs in pursuit of
freedom, justice, equality and opportunity. Through vanous structural
elemants, deep symbolism and impactiul words from famous Black
Marth Carolinians, the park will celebrate the importance of freedom to
all people no matter their background

With construction well underway foliowing an official groundbreak-
ing in late 2021, the park is currently on track to open to the public in
the spring of 2023.

“There's never been a time when there's been a greater need to
establish some common growund,” said Dr. Reginald Hildebrand, his-
torian and Freedom Park board member. "Freedom is a value that we
all cherish, an idea that were all pursuing, This park represants that
comiman ground."
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The design for North Carolina Freedom Park comes from the late,
nationally acclaimad architect Phil Freelon, widely known for his excep-
tional work on projects including the Smithsonian Mational Museurm of
African American History and Cullure in Washington, D.C.

Artists and architects at Durham-based firm Perkins&Will are bring-
ing Frealon's vision to fruition, while the park's construction lies with
Holt Brothers Construction — a leading Black-owned firm based in
Raleigh that was founded by former MNEL players Torry and Terrence
Haolt, Ower the years, ongoing project development has also invalved
grassrools participation, state government contribution and continu-
ing communication with & broad spectrum of potential funders.

When fully built, the park will feature five wallkways, Inscribed on
walls framing each path will be words of freedom from African Amear-
icans who yearned and fought for equality across generations. The
"voices” represented will range from enslaved persons and Union sol-
diers to civil rights leaders and presidents. Visitors will even see the
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words, “l can’t breathe,” uttered by Fayetteville native George Floyd,
Additionally, plans are in the works to place OR codes on each of the
park’s 20 quotations to provide visitors additional context as well as
photos of each speaker.

According to Hildebrand, “the park’s design affirms that Black peo-
ple have something important to say (o the world about freedom.”

Standing at the intersection of the five walkways will be a 40-foct-tall
sculpture — the Beacon of Freedom. As the park’s centerpiece, it will
shine a light into the night sky, representing freedom’s flame. A gather-
ing area surcunding the beacon will serve as a place for speeches and
readings, musical evenis, dramatic productions and other activities.

Morth Carolina Freedom Park, strategically located between the
Maorth Carolina State Legislative Building and the Morth Carclina Exec-
utivie Mansion, will be in & prime area for visitation.

As a natural pathway, it will connect visitors and the people of down-
town Raleigh to many key destinations. Hildebrand and other members

an the park's board envision people coming to the civic space, read-
ing the inspiring quotes on the walkway walls, gazing up at the Bea-
con of Hope, and feeling a spark of that fire for freedom that has been
carried through generations.

“When visitors come to Freedom Park, they will learm that the peo-
ple who tend to express the value of freedom most powerdully and
corwvincingly and with the grestest moral authority zre the people who
ware denied it most complately,” Hildebrand said.

Presantly, a gala ribhon-cutting ceremony for the park is tentatively
plannad far the soring of 2023, Upon its completion, the park will then
be conveyed to the African American Heritage Commission of the MN.C.
Departrment of Matural and Cultural Resources for future programming
and maintenance. A friends-of-the-park organization will also provide
supplemental funding and volunteer assistance.

This article first appearad February 23, 2022, on visitRaleigh.com
and fs reprinted with permission.
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