
TAR-NATION
BY GRETCHEN KELLY

NNorth Carolinians are sometimes called “Tar Heels” from the
time before and after the American Revolution when ships were
hulled with pine pitch sourced and made here. The name stuck

and resonates with residents who pride themselves on their resilience and
resourcefulness. That pitch-in quality is on display throughout the state
where meeting planners will find venues with history, style and innovation,
along with staff who echo their forbearers’ can-do attitude.

5 FANTASTIC PLACES TO MEET

THE “TAR HEEL” STATE WILL MAKE YOUR MEETING STICK

Charlotte Skyline

Raleigh Convention Center covers
500,000 sq. ft.; Duke Energy Center
for the Performing Arts seats 4,869.

Raleigh Convention Center

and Performing Arts Complex

is Silver LEED-certified and

sun-drenched space. It opened

in 2008 but its vibe is brand new.

The center includes break-out

rooms, catering, loading dock,

tech support and lots of parking.
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5 REASONS MEETING PROFS LOVE NORTH CAROLINA

• Easy Access. Raleigh, Wilmington and Charlotte all

have their own international airports serviced by the big

three: American, Delta and United Airlines. It is also an

easy drive-to destination for many Americans: Almost 100

million people are within a half-day’s drive of Raleigh

• Museums and History. Raleigh preserves more than

200 historic places on the National Register. Many of

its museums (North Carolina Museum of Natural Sci-

ences, North Carolina Museum of History and North

Carolina Museum of Art) are all free-admission. Char-

lotte is home to NASCAR Hall of Fame, the walkable

outdoor museum of Victorian-era gingerbread homes

of the historic Fourth Ward and the masterpieces in

Bechtler Museum of Modern Art.

• Coastal North Carolina. Home to windswept beaches

and pristine coastal towns, North Carolina also boasts a coastal city, Wilmington on the

Cape Fear River. Wilmington’s Riverwalk is lined with restaurants, galleries and shops, all

part of its walkable Historic District.

• Thriving Business, Banking and Research Industries. Charlotte is home to the

corporate headquarters of Bank of America, Truist Financial and the east coast headquar-

ters of Wells Fargo, which makes it the second-largest banking center in the United States.

Raleigh is home to North Carolina State University (NC State) and is part of the think-tank

“Research Triangle” together with Durham (home of Duke University and North Carolina

Central University) and Chapel Hill (home of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill),

all sources of expert speakers and workshop leaders.

• A Wealth of Hotels and Resorts. One of the newest in Raleigh is AC Hotel by Mar-

riott Raleigh Downtown: a design-forward hotel blending European soul with a Southern

perspective. Four meeting rooms give way to more than 2,200 sq. ft. of meeting and event

space. The property also includes a 7th floor rooftop bar/outdoor terrace. The Willard Roof-

top Lounge serves specialty cocktails, local craft beer and an elevated dining experience

with views of the downtown Raleigh skyline. The Westin Charlotte connects to Charlotte

Convention Center with over 47,000 sq. ft. of recently refreshed, versatile meeting space.

NCMA Museum Park
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BOOKMARK THIS

visitraleigh.com //  wilmingtonandbeaches.com  //  charlottesgotalot.com

6 indoor-outdoor spaces for up to
275 guests

North Carolina Museum of

Art in Raleigh features more than

5,000 works of art spanning from

antiquity to the present day in

its recently renovated People’s

Collection. The reimagined col-

lection and reconfigured galleries

reopened in early October 2022

and can be the backdrop for a

meeting or reception.
Accommodates more than
4,000 people

The Pier at Port City Marina

in Wilmington hosts concerts,

private events, intimate cocktail

parties and corporate lunches.

The full-service marina is

adjacent to Wilmington Conven-

tion Center. Many of the area’s

popular food trucks are available

for private events.

600,000 sq. ft. of space and 55
meeting rooms

Charlotte Convention Center

is steps from Uptown Charlotte

district’s hotels, attractions, din-

ing and nightlife. After complet-

ing at $126.9-million expansion

in October 2021, a pedestrian

walkway connects to guest

rooms, retail and nightlife.

107,000 sq. ft.; accommodates up
to 2,000 people

Wilmington North Carolina

Convention is the only conven-

tion center on the North Carolina

coast. Located downtown, it fea-

tures sweeping riverfront views

and plenty of natural light that

helps bring the outdoors inside.
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EXPERT TIPS: 
 “Raleigh is a modern southern city with all the comforts of home. 
Be sure to explore local shopping and dining if you are down-
town. Nearly 90% of downtown businesses are locally owned, 
and more than 50% of those are woman-owned. Planners can 
also step up their events by combining meetings with sightsee-
ing at one of our extraordinary museums or parks which can 
double as an off-site venue.”  

–John Sneed, CSHP, vice president

of sales and services, Wilmington and 

Beaches Convention & Visitors Bureau

–Malinda Harrell, director of sales,
Visit Raleigh 

 “Wilmington’s walkable Convention District is one of the biggest draws 

for planners. The city’s multi-use Convention District is located river-

front and within the city’s walkable River District–all connected by a 

nearly two-mile scenic Riverwalk that makes it easy for attendees to 

get around. The Convention District integrates Wilmington Conven-

tion Center–the only convention center on the North Carolina coast–

with the city and its businesses, experts and academic resources. It 

is home to multiple hotels, restaurants and retail, with more under 

development, plus an event pier, marina and riverfront park, all of 

which come together to create a campus-like environment for meet-

ing and event attendees.” 

Nascar Hall of Fame, Charlotte Charlotte Convention Center

Bellamy Mansion Willard rooftop lounge at AC Hotel  

Raleigh Downtown

US National Whitewater Center

Willard Rooftop Lounge photo by Baxter Miller/Visit Raleigh
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