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17 Memorial Day Weekend
Getaways from NYC to Book
ASAP

AND THEY'RE ALL LESS THAN FOUR HOURS AWAY
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Additional reporting by Angela Pares & Marissa Wu

Memorial Day Weekend ushers in a few things: the ability to wear white jeans with
abandon, the return of summer cookouts and the desire to flee the city as fast as
humanly possible. Although the Jitneys are filling up fast, there’s still time to book a
trip outside the boroughs for a quick refresh. There’s something for every palate.
For a quintessential kickoff to summer, what’s better than a few days on Nantucket?

Alternatively, you can head to the iconic Jersey Shore—Cape May is less than a


https://www.purewow.com/author/stephanie-sengwe
https://www.purewow.com/author/angela-pares
https://www.purewow.com/author/marissa-wu
https://www.purewow.com/fashion/best-white-jeans
https://www.purewow.com/food/cookout-side-dishes
https://www.purewow.com/food/outdoor-dining-nyc

three-hour drive. You also have charming towns in upstate New York, including the
Catskills. But, you needn’t travel too far to find respite. Tarrytown and many Long
Island villages are easy to access and at convenient distances to make you feel
hundreds of miles away when you’re really just a stone’s throw. So, take your pick of
these last-minute Memorial Day weekend getaways from NYC. Whether you choose
the mountains or the beach, you’ll come back to the city ready to swing into

summer.

5. Newport, RI

o Distance from NYC: 3 hours and 45 minutes

e Why We Recommend It: nature walks, unique architecture, sailing
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o Where to Stay: Newport Harbor Hotel & Marina (from $579/night); Middletown

Home (from $975 /night, sleeps 6); Getaway on Bay (from $518/night, sleeps 8)

Newport is just the destination for a Memorial Day Weekend getaway from NYC if
you love The Gilded Age. Renowned for its mansions, the town is home to some

incredibly sumptuous summer homes, including the legendary, Vanderbilt-

owned Breakers. It holds the reputation as Newport’s most opulent “cottage”—if
[talian Palazzo design, 50-foot ceilings, 70 rooms and 13 acres count as a cottage. Be
sure to also visit the Marble House, built by William Vanderbilt as a 39t birthday
present for his wife, Alva. Not an architecture fan? The Sailing Museum presents an

enthralling dive into the sport. But if we're being totally honest, we came for the
oysters. (The Deck at Waite’s Wharf, Bar and Board Bistro and iconic The Black
Pearl won't steer you wrong.)
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6. Block Island, RI

o Distance from NYC: 3 hours and 15 minutes

e Why We Recommend It: isolated, relaxing, tons of shopping

o Where to Stay: Ambrose Hideaway (from $375 /night, sleeps 4); Block Island Beach
House (from $1,200/night, sleeps 8); Vineyard Studio (from $267 /night, sleeps 2)

If you're the type who likes to unplug on vacation (i.e., phoneless with zero chance
of running into Erin from accounting at the Surf Lodge), this secluded isle off the
coast of Rhode Island is just the ticket. Take the Amtrak to New London,
Connecticut, where the train stops just steps from the Block Island Ferry dock, and
you're golden. Make your first stop the Block Island Historical Society, a quaint

museum near New Shoreham exploring the region’s history. Here, you can learn
about the region’s geological formation, Indigenous people and Victorian life.
Another locale worth the stop is the North Lighthouse in New Shoreham. While you
can’t climb to the top, you can visit the maritime museum on the first floor. And for
those who truly want to unplug, book an appointment at the award-winning Koru

Eco Spa—the signature sacred stone massage is a must.
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