Rhode Island
Hunger Elimination

Task Force

Quarter Two Meeting +* Tuesday, May 2,2023 @ 2 - 3:30pm
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HETF Goal:

Toreduce hunger and X
increase access to healthy, =

j culturally-appropriate food
- for all Rhode Island residents i




“What is food recovery, and how can it support food access?”

Today's Agenda

Welcome & announcements
Relish Rhody update

.'3{,"323 m;' Policy landscape review & update
Food donation panel
RHODE ,
ISLAND Breakout session
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2023 Q2 Hunger Elimination Task Force Meeting







Rhode Island’s 1st Sfaiewide Food Strategy 2017

INTEGRATED FOCUS AREAS

1 PRESERVE & GROW AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
INDUSTRIES

2. ENHANCE THE CLIMATE FOR FOOD & BEVERAGE
BUSINESSES

3. SUSTAIN & CREATE MARKETS FOR RI FOOD PRODUCTS

4. ENSURE FOOD SECURITY FOR ALL

FOOD STRATEGY 5. MINIMIZE & DIVERT WASTED FOOD
f Led by the Director of Food R H O D E @]‘ n EM
Strategy through aninter- ==l J ' |
agency partnership ISLAND ot? g/ RHODE ISLAND
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Who will lead the planning process?

Director of Food Interagency Food Nutrition
Strategy & Policy Advisory Council

Steering Committee o0k ‘Sl
Oversees process including fundraising, communication and accountability

&\ Dir. of Food Strategy, RI Commerce - Julianne Stelmaszyk

RHODE . JK %
5 g: gxo;ncﬂggeo;ﬁggrgfﬁe';?&:cglﬁuman Services - Chris Ausura ISLAND " iy 5 RHODE 'SLAND

T RI Department of Health - Randi Belhumeur 4’6\ VT 0*
RI Department of Environmental Management - Ken Ayars

RI Food Policy Ci il -Di Lynch A
(o] olicy Counci iane Lync RI FOOD | :\
Advisory Board gg&,ﬂg{ :‘ "
15-20 RI food system stakeholders, leaders and representatives will ¢é 4
contribute to develop priority food system briefs, strategies, metrics and
outcomes
IENPAC Advisory Board

Provides subject matter expertise, ongoing input and review final draft
New strategy will set prionties for the Council in 2024 and beyond
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Process Development

We looked at other state and municipal food system planning models for inspiration
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VT Farm to Plate 2.0 developed 54 Product, Market and Issue Briefs to inform strategic priorities, metrics and goals




Spring 2023
Five-Year “Look Back” 2016-2022 Food Strategy 1.0

Summer/Fall 2023
Stakeholder engagement (focus groups, issue briefs,
statewide gathering)

Winter/Spring 2024
Final report launch
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Food Recovery Landscape
& Legislative Updates
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RI Cannot Afford to Waste Food

Approximately 31% of all households face food
insecurity in Rhode Island.

This rate is 10% higher among households with
children, and even higher for Black and Latino
households

RI's Central Landfill is expected to run out of
space by 2040.

The landfill collects 3,800 tons of trash daily,
722 tons of which is food

Landfilling wasted food releases potent
methane gasses.

These gases affect air and water quality,
threaten human and environmental health,
and contribute to climate change




RI Needs Comprehensive Solutions

Food Recovery Hierarchy

es
nvironmental Protection

Source Reduction

Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

Feed Hungry People

Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens and shelters

Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal food

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering and
fuel conversion and food scraps for

digestion to recover energy

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich
soil amendment

Landfill/

Incineration
Last resort to
disposal

Source Reduction: Strategic planning at the source can
avoid creating excess food in the first place, saving
money and helping the environment.

Feeding Hungry People: Diverting just 15% of all
wasted food would reduce the number of food insecure
Americans by 50%.

Feed Animals: Using food scraps for animal feed can
save money for farmers and prevent landfilling of
these organic materials.

Industrial Uses: Wasted food can be transformed into
clean renewable energy from technologies such as
Biomass gasification.

Composting: Generating compost from food scraps
helps improve soils, grow the next generation of crops,
and improve water quality while protecting the
environment.

RIFOOD If

POLICY .-

COUNCIL ¢
RLR



Food Recovery Policy Landscape

LIABILITY PROTECTIONS

1996 Emerson Act

Protects any person from civil and criminal liability
when donating “apparently wholesome” or “apparently
fit grocery product” when doing so “in good faith to a
nonprofit for distribution to needy individuals”
(FEDERAL)

2019 Rhode Island Food Donation Act

Applies protections to direct donations from food
facilities.and covers food that.is past the best-by date if
determined by the distributor to be wholesome

2023 Food Donation Improvement Act
Extends Emerson Act protections to include “qualified
direct donors” and donations at “zero cost or at a Good
Samaritan Reduced Price” (FEDERAL)

TAX INCENTIVES FOR FOOD
DONATION

2015 Protecting Americans from Tax
Hikes (PATH) Act

Incentivizes businesses to donate eligible food
products using enhanced tax credits (FEDERAL)

Asof today, Rhode Island does not
provide state-level tax incentives for
food donation. Two proposed pieces of
legislation have been introduced in the
General Assembly this session.




Proposed RI Tax Credit Legislation

SB517 - An Act Relating To Taxation -- Tax Credit For Food Donation

Sponsor:
Intro Date:
Summary:

Complete History:

Sen. Alana DiMario (D)

3/7/2023

Provides a tax credit for food donations by qualified taxpayers to nonprofit organizations.
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance

HB5803 - An Act Relating To Taxation -- Tax Credit For Food Donation

Sponsor:
Intro Date:
Summary:

Complete History:

Rep. Carol Hagan McEntee (D)
2/22/2023
Provides a tax credit for food donations by qualified taxpayers to nonprofit organizations.

02/22/2023 Introduced, referred to House Finance
04/22/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

04/22/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (04/27/2023)
04/27/2023 Committee recommended measure be held for further study




Food Recovery Expert Panelists

DANA SILES EVA AGUDELO

Rescuing Leftover Cuisine Hope’s Harvest RI
@rlc.ma.ri @hopesharvestri




What RLC Looks Like
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- Our Local Impact
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RI ORGANIZATIONS THAT WOULD

BENEFIT FROM INCREASED FOOD :
DONATION RESULTING FROM Jewend ;‘iﬁ::;;’tfj;;‘;‘;f;r
BETTER POLICY our community and homeless

individuals that stay with us. We
would be able to use this food to do

“Giving more people benefits through nutrition even more outreach than we
assistance programs, food donations and hot meals currently do, allowing us to go to
may help reduce food insecurity and hunger in our camps and tent cities to reach

community. The West End Community Center those who cannot come to us!”

(WECC) serves about 500 new families at our food
pantry each month. WECC serves the diverse
community of Providence's WEST END clients, who
are low income and encounter many barriers to
economic success.”

— Melisa Pena, West End Community Center

— Pastor Luis Cardona,
Providence Rescue Mission

“...This will be helpful to struggling families across
the State. The money needed to purchase that food
could be used for something else.”

— Alice Howard, Sunrise Forever




Hope's Harvest at Farm Fresh RI

Senior

Farmers
PE;E::; Contracting Par;;;szOOd NMarket
2 Y Nutrition

Progrs




Hope's Harvest was founded in 2018 ores®

From 2018-2022, 350+ volunteers [ 852,000 lbs of fresh, healthy, local | 48 farms across Rhode Island
spent 6,000+ hours rescuing... fruits and vegetables from... and Southeastern MA, and..




BREAKOUT ROOMS

1. Where do you know about food being wasted in your
community?

2. What'do you think are the most important ways your: , =
comimunity can recover wasted food?

3. Whatare'the biggest/barriers to more food recovery
in your community, and what would it take for them
to be overcome? ’
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THANK YOU!

Max De Faria, RIFPC
max@rifoodcouncil.org

Randi Belhumeur, RIDOH
randi.belhumeur@health.ri.gov

Juli Stelmaszyk, Commerce RI
julianne.stelmaszyk@commerceri.com

rifoodcouncil.org/hunger-elimination-task-force
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