
 

 
7 of the most beautiful 
downtowns in America — 
and they’re all walkable 
These downtowns are full of character and charm, from New 
Mexico to South Carolina 

Ted Thornhill US Travel Editor; Monday 06 April 2026 15:38 BST 

Thought all America’s downtowns were sterile business districts packed 
only with glass offices that become ghost towns after the working day 
ends? Think again. 

There are some city centers packed with character that break the mold 
— and here we reveal seven of the most beautiful. What’s more, they 
are all highly walkable. 

Venture to South Carolina for a city that feels like a living museum, with 
over 2,500 historic buildings in its downtown area. In Georgia, leave your 
car parked and set out on foot to explore the city with 22 park-like 
squares, while New Mexico’s capital has strict rules ensuring that its 
downtown will always be a mesmerizing mix of earthy tones. 

Our downtown directory also includes a Wisconsin city with a 
spectacular setting on an isthmus between two lakes and the Rhode 
Island destination with a distinctly European vibe. 

We also included a leafy Idaho city, along with a stunning spot 
in Virginia that in many respects is little changed from its 18th-century 
beginnings. 
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5. Providence, Rhode Island 

 
Providence’s waterside downtown features elegant walkways and an intoxicating spread of 
architectural styles (Getty Images/iStockphoto) 

 

The architectural grandeur of downtown Providence gives it a distinctly 
European feel, with Beaux-Arts, Greek Revival and Art Deco designs 
underpinning many of its civic buildings. 

Your eye will be drawn to the Art Deco Industrial Trust Tower — dubbed 
the “Superman Building” due to its striking resemblance to the Daily 
Planet building featured in the 1950s Adventures of Superman TV series 
— and the neoclassical Rhode Island State House, which is topped by 
one of the largest self-supporting marble domes in the world. 
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The Westminster Arcade, with its huge Greek-style columns, also 
impresses. Built in 1828, it was the first enclosed shopping mall in the 
United States. Carve out time to stroll the elegant walkways alongside 
Providence River and take in the view of the skyline from Prospect 
Terrace Park on College Hill. 

For food, book a table at Al Forno, a Providence institution famous for its 
wood-grilled pizzas and hand-churned ice cream. 

Great place to stay: Graduate by Hilton Providence (rooms from $200) 
is soaked in vintage character and sits in the heart of downtown 
Providence on the edge of Kennedy Plaza. 


