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On any given night, the shuckers behind the horseshoe bar at Gift Horse are prying open 
oysters grown in about a dozen spots along the Rhode Island coast. The quality of the 
shellfish is impressive even before you dress them with kimchi mignonette or a few jade-
colored drops of hot sauce drawn from fermented green chiles. Sky Haneul Kim, the chef, 
reworks the traditional New England raw bar using the flavors of South Korea, where she 
was raised. Kimchi of crisp spring asparagus is piled over steamed littlenecks dug from 
Narragansett Bay. Whipped smoked fish pâté is served with puffed sheets of fried nori. 
Butterfish, standing in for mackerel, is broiled under a dark glaze of sweet-potato miso. Gift 
Horse deserves to be talked about in the same breath with Yangban in Los Angeles, Atoboy 
in New York and a handful of other restaurants that are busy bringing American ways of 
dining into the orbit of Korean cuisine. PETE WELLS 
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