
 

 

Eleven of North America’s best under-

the-radar islands, from paradise 

beaches to a wilderness at the end of 

the earth 

Our list includes a spot in Texas with views of SpaceX launches, an island 

where wild horses roam, a retreat once frequented by America's wealthiest 

families and a car-free haven in Mississippi with zero light pollution 

Ted Thornhill US Travel Editor, Friday 27 June 2025  
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Mohegan Bluffs beach on Block Island (Supplied) 

Just a short ferry ride from mainland Rhode Island, Block Island is a beach-lover's haven, with 

17 miles of pristine sand spread over 15 beaches. 

Which to choose? 

Blockislandinfo.com says that Mansion Beach is one of the island's grandest; Baby Beach is best 

for children; Surf Beach is the go-to spot for snorkeling; and that if you're after dramatic views 

of the Atlantic Ocean, head to Mohegan Bluffs beach and ascend to the clifftop. 

Visitors can also hop on a bike and take the Block Island Bicycle Tour to uncover hidden coves, 

scenic roads and beautiful lighthouses. 

Accommodation options include rustic cottages and B&Bs, and some impressive hotels, 

including the Atlantic Inn, which sits amid manicured lawns in the Old Harbor Historic District 

of New Shoreham and offers eye-opening ocean views. 
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