WINTER TRAVEL

Shelter fromthe

Storm

Coastal luxury never goes out of season. Here are seven
New England retreats for when the weather outside is frightful.
BY PATRICIA HARRIS AND DAVID LYON

Once snowflakes fly,

ski country gets all the
attention here in New SurfCity / CLIFF HOUSE MAINE, CAPE NEDDICK, MAINE

England. But several top

coastal inns and hotels coast. It’s even harder to beat when youre watching through the floor-to-ceiling windows next
stay the course for dis- to the lobby at the Cliff House while soaking in the warmth from a massive stone-hearth fire-
cerning winter vacation- place. Stretching across the high ledge of Bald Head Cliff, the 226-room resort is a model of comfort-
filled escape with deep winter discounts. For those seeking solitude, the sandy strands of Ogunquit
are only minutes away, while shopping addicts can go in the opposite direction to the popular Kit-

F OR SHEER DRAMA, it’s hard to beat the majesty of surf crashing on the rocks of the Maine

ers who prefer a long

walk on a deserted beach tery outlets. Either way, the resort makes you want to switch off your phone and get lost in a book.
to racing down a moun- Last year was the first time in memory that the Cliff House stayed open for the winter, and staff
tain. The good news is members say it turned out to be a celebration season. Guests came to mark milestone birthdays
that when the mercu- and anniversaries —or to propose. To enhance the romance, the spa offers several Seacoast + Roses

treatments inspired by the beach roses that grow wild all along the Maine coast. Patrons of the spa
ry falls, so do the room can stretch out in the Seaside Sanctuary to enjoy yet another magnificent view of the Atlantic.
rates—20 percent or Not surprisingly, there’s lobster in various forms on the menu at The Tiller, the Cliff House’s res-
more in some cases. taurant. Chef Rick Shell works with at least 30 local farms and most of the area’s fishermen to serve
up a rooted taste of Maine. The Tiller is also known for its broad selection of local microbrews.

At night the heated stones and tiles surrounding the outdoor hot tub make it even easier to enjoy
an after-dinner soak despite the cold temperatures. Behold the splash of stars across the inky night
sky before retiring beneath the comforter back in your room.

591 SHORE ROAD; 207-361-1000; DESTINATIONHOTELS.COM/CLIFF-HOUSE. JANUARY WEEKEND RATES FROM $219
(ABOUT 30 PERCENT BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).
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For those seeking solitude,

the sandy strands of Ogunquit are
only minutes away, while shopping
addicts can go in the opposite direc-
tion to the popular Kittery outlets.

Top: The stunning view through the
floor-to-ceiling windows at the Cliff House.
Above: A winter view of the oceanside resort.

SpaMirbeau

French Accent / MIRBEAU INN & SPA AT THE PINEHILLS, PLYMOUTH

WINTER STAY at the Mirbeau will almost certainly revolve around the spa.

After a signature facial or Swedish massage, don a fluffy spa robe and pad

over to the dining room in your slippers to luxuriate over lunch. The whole
experience is so relaxing that you’re in danger of dozing off. If you don’t want to lose
a piece of the afternoon, be sure to order an after-lunch coffee. (Winter is actually
the busiest season for the Mirbeau spa, and guests of the inn get first dibs on treat-
ment bookings.)

Continue to unwind back in your room in front of the gas fireplace or immersed
in the claw-foot soaking tub. As the name hints, Mirbeau (loosely translated as “re-
flected beauty”) has a distinct French accent. It was designed to emulate the country
architecture and water-garden landscape of Claude Monet’s home in Giverny.

That accent carries over to The Bistro & Wine Bar. If you're going for the full ex-
perience, start with a champagne cocktail (or just a flute of bubbly) before a bowl of
French onion soup, some warm mushroom salad, and steak frites. OK, you can go
casual, too, with bottled beer and a burger —served on a brioche bun with melted
gruyere cheese and caramelized onions. And, we're sorry to report, you'll have to put
on real clothes for dinner. No fluffy robes are allowed in the dining room after
4 p.m.

35 LANDMARK DRIVE; 877-647-2328; PLYMOUTH.MIRBEAU.COM. JANUARY WEEKEND RATES
FROM $315 (ABOUT 20 PERCENT BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).
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WINTER TRAVEL

Royal Retreat
CASTLE HILL INN, NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

If tripping through the halls of The Break-

ers whets your appetite for the pampered
lifestyle, a winter getaway to Castle Hill Inn will
give you a taste of how the 19th-century 1 percent
lived. The 1875 main mansion on the 40-acre pri-
vate peninsula has a mere seven guest rooms, all
with fireplaces. The most spectacular is probably
the Turret Suite, with its 320-degree views of Nar-
ragansett Bay and a double soaking tub. Another
18 of the 33 total rooms are in the beach house or
in beachside cottages where guests can sit by the
fire, look out the windows, and watch the break-
ers roll.

If you can tear yourself away from that view,
the gentle scent of wood-burning fireplaces greets
you in the lobby, the bar, and two dining rooms in
the mansion. Room rates include a very civilized
afternoon tea. The main restaurant, with its posh
take on New England classics accompanied by a
deep wine list, remains open through the winter.
For the ultimate leisurely dinner, opt for the six-
course chef’s tasting menu with wine pairings.

The room amenities as well as the products for
facials, massages, and deep soaks at The Retreat
at Castle Hill are from Farmaesthetics, the Rhode
Island-born natural herbal skin care firm. The Re-
treat—not so much a full-fledged spa as a place to
be coddled—is just right for a tranquil escape.

Note: Plan your getaway carefully, as the inn
goes dark for the first three-plus weeks of January.

N EWPORT IS ALL ABOUT the mansions.

590 OCEAN DRIVE; 401-849-3800; CASTLEHILLINN.COM.
LATE JANUARY WEEKEND RATES FROM $465 (ABOUT
25 PERCENT BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).

The lobby of Castle Hill Inn decked out for the holidays.
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Between Sea and Sky
WEEKAPAUG INN, WEEKAPAUG, RHODE ISLAND

ricane, and the current inn opened the following summer on tidal Quonochontaug Pond,
sheltered from the weather but still steps from the ocean.

All 31 rooms at the Weekapaug Inn are equipped with a David Sibley birding guide and a pair
of binoculars, and staff naturalist Mark Bullinger is the most popular guy in the house. He leads
guided walks and van tours as well as photography sessions to capture the wildlife and icy allure
of rocks coated with frozen spray. Harbor seals begin arriving in the area in September to spend
the winter. During the winter, the salt pond harbors loons, ducks, and even some typically off-
shore birds such as gannets. If you don'’t feel like packing a lot of your own gear, bundle up with
thick socks, colorful Wellies, and weatherproof outerwear from the inn’s Hunter Boots Borrowing
Closet. On Friday nights, Bullinger sets up the inn’s powerful telescope on one of the decks, and
in the right weather, Weekapaug becomes a stargazer’s dream.

After an outing, you can warm up in the outdoor hot tub or by one of the inn’s wood-burning
fireplaces —one of which flickers in the bar, where you can sip cocktails before adjourning to the
restaurant for coastal cuisine built around off-the-boat seafood, locally farmed shellfish, and a
nicely curated wine cellar. If you have an after-coffee hankering to go back outside, ask the staff
to light the shorefront fire pit so you can toast marshmallows for s'mores. FYL, the inn is closed
for lodging Monday and Tuesday nights November through April, except for holidays.

T HE ORIGINAL 1899 INN on Weekapaug’s barrier beach was damaged in the 1938 hur-

25 SPRAY ROCK ROAD; 855-679-2995; WEEKAPAUGINN.COM. JANUARY WEEKEND RATES
FROM $400 (ALMOST 20 PERCENT BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).



Best Dressed
HOMESTEAD INN, GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT

HEN YOU STAY at the Homestead
w Inn, plan on dressing for dinner if
you're going to dine at the exqui-
site Thomas Henkelmann restaurant. Casual
elegance may be the daytime dress code, but
jackets are gently suggested for gentlemen at
dinner. Part of the fun of a getaway here is fi-
nally having someplace to wear that fabulous
outfit that hangs in your closet whimpering
for attention, or the necklace that’s just a bit
over the top for a night in the North End.
Greenwich is the crown jewel of Connect-
icut’s Gold Coast, and the glamorous 1859
Italianate Victorian manse that houses the
Homestead Inn is one of the town’s trea-
sures. It was the family manor of a prop-
erty partitioned in the 1880s when Freder-
ick Law Olmsted designed the Belle Haven
neighborhood. Fittingly, the inn is grandfa-
thered in as the only business

Left: The in this exclusive residential
diningroom ~ community.
and a guest Co-owner Theresa Carroll

roomatthe  Was an interior designer by
Homestead  trade when she and her part-
Inn. ner, Thomas Henkelmann,
bought the property in 1997,
and her work makes every room look like
a spread from a shelter magazine. The 18
rooms, in the main house and the carriage
house, are popular with captains of indus-
try visiting the New York metro area. But
the Homestead’s winter guests largely come
to relax and be taken care of. Most of the
employees in both the inn and restaurant
have been with the property for many years.
Guests who venture out might head to the
upscale clothiers and decor boutiques along
The Avenue, as locals call Greenwich Ave-
nue. But they’re usually back in time for din-
ner, which, given Henkelmann’s Black Forest
roots and Alsatian training, might revolve
around game birds or venison. Keep in mind
that the inn and restaurant close for two
weeks during the March break at the area’s
private schools.

420 FIELD POINT ROAD; 203-869-7500, EXT. 2;
HOMESTEADINN.COM. JANUARY WEEKEND RATES
FROM $280 (20 PERCENT BELOW FALL

FOLIAGE SEASON).
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Dog Days / THE COONAMESSETT, FALMOUTH

on that in a moment) can savor the light show over Buzzards Bay from Old Silver Beach

and still have a whole evening ahead. Once you return to The Coonamessett, warm up
with a hot toddy or a mug of spiced cider at the bar. You’ll probably have plenty of company. The
Coonamessett has been a regular hangout for year-round Cape Codders since 1953. And it hasn’t
missed a beat since becoming part of the Lark Hotels chain last May. The locals still descend on
Eli’s Tavern for drinks at the bar, romantic dinners, and special-occasion celebrations.

Longtime Eli’s chef John Norton offers contemporary dishes such as Korean braised short rib
steam buns and arctic char with butter-poached lobster
tail and bacon ravioli to augment such “Coony classics” as
pan-roasted cod and liver and onions.

The reinvention of The Coonamessett as a boutique
hotel has been a matter of decor and amenities in the 29
guest rooms and cottages. Some of the coziest rooms have
four-poster beds, while handsome iron-frame beds grace
others. A few rooms feature a lacy wallpaper pattern that’s
a modern riff on the Cape Cod B&B tradition of crocheted
doilies on the bedside table. Of all these coastal getaways,
The Coonamessett is the most casual and laid-back—as

w ITH SUNSET AROUND 4:30 P.M. in the middle of January, you and your pooch (more

Topandabove: ~ Well as the most affordable.
Suites at The And bring Fido, because 18 of the rooms are pet friendly, many featuring
Coonamessett,  exterior entrances so you don’t have to clickety-clack through the entire ho-

tel to get outside. By the way, Falmouth beaches welcome dogs from October 1
through the end of April.

311 GIFFORD STREET; 508-548-2300; THECOONAMESSETT.COM. JANUARY WEEKEND RATES FROM $298
FOR TWO NIGHTS (25 PERCENT BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).

The East Turret Suite at Wentworth by the Sea.

Island Idyll / WENTWORTH BY THE SEA
NEW CASTLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

LEAMING WHITE IN THE SUN, Went-

worth by the Sea resembles a landlocked

ocean liner, with its three Victorian-era
turrets standing in for the ship’s smokestacks.
This grande dame hotel on New Castle island is
the final survivor of the Gilded Age getaways on
the Granite State’s short coastline. The elegant
two-level suites in the turrets feature the best
views—south and east to the Atlantic, north and
west to the White Mountains.

Despite the 161 rooms, snuggly getaways are
Wentworth by the Sea’s winter stock in trade,
and many guests choose the “Hygge” comfort
package featuring rooms with fireplaces, comfy
wool socks, and a book on the Danish philosophy
of cozy contentment through enjoying simple
pleasures. We're not sure if a couples massage, a
winter radiance facial, or a chocolate peppermint
body scrub qualifies as a simple pleasure, but
there’s no need to be doctrinaire about it.

The small-city pleasures of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, are a quick complimentary shuttle
ride away, but many guests opt to hole up at the
resort to unplug by the lobby fireplace that opens
on the other side to the estimable Salt Kitchen
& Bar. If you’re more into the food than the fire,
dine at the chef’s bar and watch the kitchen at
work. Oenophiles might want to check out the
tastings and dinners of the Winter Wine Festival,
mid-January through mid-February. m

588 WENTWORTH ROAD; 603-422-7322; WENTWORTH.COM.
JANUARY WEEKEND RATES FROM $289 (38 PERCENT
BELOW FALL FOLIAGE SEASON).

Patricia Harris and David Lyon are frequent contributors to the Globe Magazine. Send comments to magazine@globe.com.
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