
IFNPAC Q4 Meeting
Interagency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Council

Tuesday December 13th

9:30 – 11:00am
Rhode Island Commerce



Agenda 

Interagency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Council (IFNPAC) 12/13/2022

1. Welcome & Introductions

2. Review and approve September 2022 Minutes

3. Proposed council Structure for 2023

4. Release of new RI food system data dashboard

5. Vision for future Healthy Living & Eating Program at RIDOH

6. Deep Dive: Responding to the Hunger & Nutrition Crisis
• Status of Hunger Report 2022, RI Community Food Bank
• Policy Topic - Healthy School Meals for All, No Kid Hungry

1. Establish 2023 Priorities

2. Public Comment



Welcome and Introductions 

Interagency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Council (IFNPAC) 12/13/2022

Department of Environmental Management (DEM)
Terry Gray (Chair), Acting Director

Ken Ayars, Chief of Agriculture

Department of Health (RIDOH)
Randi Belhumeur, Health Systems Transformation Administrator

RI Commerce Corporation (RICC)
Julianne Stelmaszyk, Director of Food Strategy

Department of Education (RIDE)
Jessica Patrolia, Child Nutrition Programs Coordinator

Department of Administration (DOA)

Libby Kimzey, Chief of Staff

Governor’s Office
Christopher Abhulime, Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of Healthy Aging (OHA)

Maria Cimini, Director

Department of Human Services (DHS)
Jenna Simeone, Assistant SNAP Administrator

Department of Corrections (DOC)
Terrence McNamara, Administrator Physical Resources



Good Food News 

Physical Activity & Nutrition Program grant

NEW! RI Food System Data dashboard



RIFPC Data Dashboard
www.rifoodcouncil.org/data-dashboard

Virtual Data Dashboard Overview  – Thursday, January 12 @ 12:30pm
TO REGISTER: rifoodcouncil.org/event/dashboard-overview/



Healthy Eating and Active Living: RIDOH

Interagency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Council (IFNPAC) 12/13/2022

✓ Strategic Plan complete

✓ Rebuilding the rebranded program (formerly PAN – Physical Activity and Nutrition)

✓ Dedicated staff for the rebuild

✓ Writing CDC State Physical Activity and Nutrition (SPAN) NOFO

✓ Seek additional funding streams

✓ Complete Streets project

✓ Food Systems work 



Deep Dive: 
Responding to the Hunger & Nutrition Crisis

Healthy School Meals for All

Margaret Read, Senior Manager

No Kid Hungry Campaign

2022 Status of Hunger Report

Andrew Schiff, CEO

Rhode Island Community Food Bank



2022 Status Report 
on Hunger in 
Rhode Island



RI Life Index
Tell me whether these statements were always true, sometimes true, or 
never true for your household in the last 12 months:

◦ “We worried whether our food would run out before we got money to buy 
more.” 

◦ “The food we bought just didn’t last and we didn’t have money to get 
more.” 



Food Insecurity in Rhode Island 
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Race and Ethnicity Breakdown
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Food Insecurity: Highest Rates Among 
Low-Income Families with Children
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Growing Demand for Food Assistance

55,128
51,414

55,767
53,311 52,407 53,820

48,983 50,612
53,938

58,930

45,239

51,776

64,331 63,472 62,827
65,471

57,028

63,339 64,778
69,221

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

January February March April May June July August September October

2021 2022





Policy Issue: Healthy 
School Meals for All

Margaret Read

Senior Manager, Policy and Research

Share Our Strength, No Kid Hungry



Establishing 2023 Council Priorities



Open Discussion

Next Meeting:
Q1 IFNPAC 

Tuesday March 7th
9:30am-11:00am 
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