


(et

M‘.«,o I?O)




Only 36 “Wickies” Kemain

l ef a

As Lighthouse

WASHINGTON — To the
roster of vanishing Americans
should be added the sentinels
of lighthouses.

There aren’t many “wickies”
left—the rugged, solitary men
who kept the lights burning for
mariners in fair weather and
foul, every night of the year,
These men were their brothers’
keepers in every sense, for the
job of helping seafarers gave
neither fame nor fortune but
required the utmost dedication.

The Coast Guard, which has
jurisdiction over all lighthouses
and other aids to navigation,
says only 36 civilian lighthouse
keepers remain in service. On
retiring they will be replaced
by Coast Guardsmen.

Rapid Automation -

The day is rapidly .approach- 2
ing when even the scattered

crews of Coast Guardsmen will
quit the lighthouseg for the last
time, leaving their operation to
automatic controls. Conversion
of a lighthouse at Baltimore,
Maryland, to atomic power in
May, 1964, un the
rapid automation of lighthouses,

Standing along the Nation’s
coasts and lakeshoreg are some
42,250 navigational aids. Among
the aids, which include buoys,
fog signals, radio beacons, day
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beacons, and loran stations, are

10,858 light stations of various

kinds, These are fully auto-

matic, except for 287 manned
lighthouses. There were more
than 400 manned stations less

than a decade ago, 4

Tending lighthouses hag never
been an easy job, even in the
gadget-filled 20th century,. It
was drudgery in colonial times.

Forerunner of all American

- lighthouse keepers was George
Worthylake, He tended the fu-
ture nation’s first “Light Hous
-& Lanthorn,” built at Boston.
in 1716 and paid for by charg-
ing ships a perny a ton.

In winter, Worthylake was
doubtless hard pressed to keep
“ye oyle from _congealing” in
the dozen or s¢ lamps, He was
paid only 50 pounds a year,
but wag liable: to.:a 100-
fine should he neglect his
Both Worthylake “and "his -suc-
-cessor were drowned in the line

e first keeper of anothe
historic lighthouse, Portland

Head, Maine, got no pay at-all.
He was provided with a home:
for his family, and allowed to’
farm and fish on the property.:

A lightkeeper at Ocracoke,
North Carolina, thought to turn
the lighthouse into a part-time
tavern to help support himself,
but the Government quickly
stipulated “that no goods should
be stored, no tavern kept, no
spirits retailed” on the prem-
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Though he worked for the
thriftiest of all government
agencies, the old Lighthouse
Service, a first-rate keeper. had
to be a combination mechanic,
bookkeeper,” handyman, cook,
electri in the 20th cen-

tury), and one-man rescue serv-
ice. ‘One of the fow womeén
lightkeepers, Ida Lewis, of
Rhode Island’s Lime Rock

n_ume, electry
tronics re
oil, and ;
alleviaie the b

no way
Of er. T 2
ring flooding on the Missis-
the keeper of a Louisiana
house "managed to send
: “I am yet on the job, but
ater hag run me: out of
use. , . .” He added brave-
1 is well.”
Not all danger came from
storms, In 1957, the crew of a
Chesapeake Bay lighthouse had
to take to a cutter in darkness
when three Navy attack bomb- ;
ers mistook their station for a
practice target and riddled it
with rockets,




