NEW JERSEY

Looking for a Christmas Break
Getaway With the Kids? These
Towns Go All Out for the Holidays

A bunch are within driving distance

By Dina El Nabli; December 4, 2025

There’s still time to plan a Christmas week getaway while the kids are off from
school. From historic cities within driving distance that go all out for the
season to farther away coastal towns with warmer temps and lots of festive
charm, here are some ideas to inspire a trip during the holiday break or into
the new year.

Newport, Rhode Island

Rhode Island is an easy New England getaway known for its historic Newport
mansions, which are beautifully decorated for the holidays. Holidays at the
Newport Mansions showcase nearly 30 Christmas trees decorated to
complement the décor and theme of rooms in four National Historic
Landmark houses: The Breakers, Marble House, The EIms and Chateau-sur-
Mer. A 15-foot-tall poinsettia tree made up of 150 poinsettia plants in the
Great Hall of The Breakers is a stunning photo backdrop.



https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/
https://www.newportmansions.org/events/holidays-2025/
https://www.newportmansions.org/events/holidays-2025/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/the-breakers/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/marble-house/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/the-elms/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/chateau-sur-mer/
https://www.newportmansions.org/mansions-and-gardens/chateau-sur-mer/

Sparkling Lights at the Breakers

Sparkling Lights at The Breakers boasts a half-mile stroll along an outdoor
path illuminated by hundreds of thousands of lights. Colorful displays include
a 50-foot-long, 26-foot-high train outlined in lights and modeled after
locomotives used on the Vanderbilts’ New York Central and Hudson River
Railroad.

Other festive happenings outside Newport include the Roger Williams Park Zoo
Holiday Lights Spectacular in Providence, and self-guided Old-Fashioned
Christmas Celebrations at Hearthside House in Lincoln You and your crew can
also stroll through Wickford Village, visit Providence Ice Rink, and hit the slopes
at Yawgoo Valley Ski Area.



https://njfamily-images.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ASSzK2PQ.jpeg
https://www.newportmansions.org/events/sparkling-lights-2025/
https://www.rwpzoo.org/holidaylights/
https://www.rwpzoo.org/holidaylights/
https://greatroadheritagecampus.org/hearthside-house-calendar
https://greatroadheritagecampus.org/hearthside-house-calendar
https://wickfordvillage.org/
https://theprovidencerink.com/skating/
https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/listing/yawgoo-valley-ski-area-%26-water-park/8607/

The Marble House

Where to Stay:

The Chanler at Cliff Walk is a historic Newport mansion overlooking the ocean
with easy access to Newport’s scenic Cliff Walk. Each room here is designed
around a historical period or decorative theme.

The Vanderbilt is a restored early-1900s mansion with cozy gathering
spaces, top tier food and drink, an indoor pool, that’'s centrally located near
Newport's downtown shops and restaurants.

Newport Harbor Island Resort is right on the waterfront and has spacious
rooms, indoor and outdoor pools, and beautiful views of the harbor.

The LOOM is a boutique hotel located across from the Warwick Mall with views
of the Pawtuxet River and the onsite Brook Kitchen + Bar. Roger Williams Park
Zoo is 15 minutes’ away by car and Brown University is 12 miles away.


https://www.thechanler.com/
https://auberge.com/vanderbilt/
https://auberge.com/vanderbilt/galleries/dine/
https://auberge.com/vanderbilt/galleries/experience/
https://www.newportharborisland.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/locations/usa/rhode-island/warwick/boutique/tapestry-collection/?WT.mc_id=zLADA0AA1MB2OLX3GGLPMX4advgen_Nov5GGLPMAXCTHALLTSTCPC6MULTIBR7EN8i145876&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21918698340&gbraid=0AAAAADNPQoNbf8c9zsXAxMup7mmgTzIun&gclid=CjwKCAjwxrLHBhA2EiwAu9EdMwzlNUXR7RQ8Ai8gU471i-0F68BrmY65DqZ5Xi1XfuW38sxgfsLWKhoCHJsQAvD_BwE

The Beatrice is a boutique hotel in Providence within walking distance to the
city’s holiday events and riverfront.



https://www.thebeatrice.com/

