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Snow, Sand, and Seashore: Your 
Ultimate Holiday Escapes 

Tahtiyana Miller 

Stuck between a white Christmas and a warm winter getaway? This year, you 
don’t have to choose! Whether your holiday dream involves sipping cocoa by 
a coastal fireplace, skiing down fresh mountain powder, or celebrating with 
cowboys in a mild climate, we’ve found three unique destinations to make 
your season unforgettable. 

Rhode Island 

 

Known for its charming shores and seaside colonial towns, Rhode 
Island transforms into a coastal wonderland around the holidays. Streets 
potentially covered with snow, festive lights around every corner, and historic 
locations decked in seasonal flair give ‘Little Rhody’ a picture-perfect holiday 
vibe. 

You can make the best of your experience by exploring attractions like 
Holidays at the Newport Mansions, Newport Illuminated Boat Parade, a 
Holiday Lights Spectacular at the Roger Williams Zoo, and more! 

Encompass yourself in festive and historical splendor with Holidays at the 
Newport Mansions. The Breakers, Marble House, The Elms, and Chateau-sur-
Mer are all decked in holiday dazzle with nearly 30 Christmas trees and 
hundreds of garlands, wreaths, and floral arrangements. Be sure to seek out 
The Breakers’ magnificent 15-foot poinsettia tree. It’s a true Holiday Highlight! 

For a unique coastal celebration, enjoy the Newport Illuminated Boat 
Parade this holiday season. Observe and watch a twinkling parade of lights as 
festively wrapped boats compete for ‘best decorated’ against the backdrop of 
the shimmering harbor. 

https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/
https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/
https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/event/newport-illuminated-boat-parade/36757/
https://www.visitrhodeisland.com/event/newport-illuminated-boat-parade/36757/


 

 

 

 
Finally, for a full dose of pure Christmas magic, head to the Holiday Lights 
Spectacular at the Roger Williams Zoo. With over 3.5 million gleaming bulbs 
spread across 40 acres, you can wander, sip hot cocoa, or toast s’mores as you 
enjoy a trail of sparkling lights and whimsical displays that truly bring the 
holiday to life! 

When you’re ready to wind down and relax, locations like The Chanler at Cliff 
Walk, where you can lounge in their private oasis and enjoy their 
breathtaking ocean vistas. The lively and stylish destination of The Vanderbilt, 
and embrace your island resort life with culinary celebrations, immersive 
activities, and personalized luxury at the Newport Harbor Island Resort. 

If you are still down for some experiences, you can stroll through Wickford 
Village and enjoy one-of-a-kind shops and restaurants, and visit many 
Colonial and Federal period homes. Enjoy some fun ice skating at the 
Providence Ice Rink or tour rooms and learn about the adventurous 
experiences of the Van Wickle/McKee family at the Blithewold Mansion. 

Pack your warmest scarf and get ready to experience a Christmas season full 
of coastal charm, Gilded Age splendor, and memories that will shine for years 
to come. 

https://www.blithewold.org/programs-and-events/christmas-at-blithewold/


 

 


