
 

 

 

The 51 Most Beautiful Places in the U.S. 

From stunning desert scenery to gorgeous beaches, these are the most 
scenic spots in every state. 

By Anne Olivia Bauso  | Updated on March 16, 2025 
 
The U.S. is full of beautiful, diverse landscapes that range from desert mesas 
and wooded river valleys to barrier islands and lush, steamy tropics. The 
scenery along Florida's palm-studded coast is much different than what you 
would see in California's rugged Sierra Nevadas, for instance, or the fiery 
canyonlands of the Southwest. 

To help inspire your next trip, we put together a list of the most beautiful 
places in every state—plus the District of Columbia. 

Rhode Island: Block Island 
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Fieldstone walls hemming in emerald-green fields, Victorian buildings, and 
dramatic cliffs lashed by the Atlantic define Block Island, one of New 
England's best weekend getaways. It almost feels as if you've been dropped 
on a distant British shore. Mosey around the island by bike or moped, visit its 
two lighthouses, and pop into a classic New England eatery like Block Island 
Oyster Bar and Grill for lobster bisque and daily-harvested oysters. 
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