
 

 
The 5 best Christmas getaways close to major 
U.S. cities 
Skip the airport stress with a trip to these festive destinations within a few hours’ drive.  

Written by Lauren Dana USA contributor Saturday December 13 2025 

The only thing better than unwrapping a great gift? Skipping the holiday stress—crowded stores, 
hosting duties and the pressure to make everything feel festive. If you’re craving a break, a last-
minute Christmas getaway might be the simplest solution. We’ve rounded up five easy escapes 
within driving distance of major cities like New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and Miami, so you 
can enjoy the season without dealing with airport chaos. 

From snow-dusted mountain towns to laid-back coastal spots, each destination offers its own 
version of holiday charm and a chance to unwind—no planning marathon required. 
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Closest cities: Boston (1.5 hours), NYC (3.5 hours) 

This coastal New England city embraces the season with full Gilded Age grandeur, and this year, 
there’s a literal Hallmark twist. Newport stars in Hallmark’s 2025 holiday film A Newport 
Christmas, a time travel romance that showcases the city’s iconic mansions dressed for the 
season. Equally cinematic is the real-life Christmas in Newport: Founded in 1971 as a 
celebration of noncommercial holiday traditions, the monthlong festival features tree displays, 
cookie and gingerbread decorating, holiday markets, themed cruises, live music, Santa photo 
ops, and festive brunches and dinners. At night, thousands of clear, candlelight-inspired bulbs 
illuminate the harbor, wharves and historic neighborhoods, an intentionally nostalgic nod to the 
candlelit holidays of old. Finally, for added drama, the Newport Mansions turn up the spectacle 
with glimmering lights, florals and towering trees. 

Where to stay: The Chanler at Cliff Walk is housed in a restored Gilded Age mansion and 
exudes luxury at every turn. Guests can expect sweeping ocean views, elegant on-site dining, and 
individually designed accommodations—many with fireplaces, soaking tubs and even outdoor 
Jacuzzis. Don’t miss the gourmet hot chocolate bar, which draws locals and travelers alike to 
mingle by the sea in style each weekend. 
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