
 

 

These spectacular Christmas cities in the U.S. go 
all out for the holidays 
‘Tis the season to explore some of America’s best Christmas cities, filled with wonder and magic 
and teeming with festive vibes. 
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The age-old saying really does hold true: The holiday season is the most wonderful time of the 
year. Soak up the holly, jolly vibes at one—or more!—of our favorite Christmas cities across the 
U.S., which offer dazzling decor and plenty of holiday cheer via a slew of special events and 
activities like magical Christmas markets, impressive Christmas light displays or must-visit 
Christmas stores. Take North Pole, Alaska, for instance: At this aptly named city, visitors can 
check out the world’s largest Santa and walk down Kris Kringle Drive, outfitted with candy 
cane-striped street lights. Alternatively, make a beeline for Santa Claus, Indiana (yes, that’s 
really the name), where local “elves” volunteer at the post office to answer buckets full of 
children’s letters to Santa every year. 

Intrigued? You may be pleasantly surprised to learn that some of the best holiday destinations 
are closer to home than you’d imagine. From a seaside New England city with rich history to a 
charming South Carolina mountain town, keep reading to discover our favorite Christmas cities 
in the U.S. 

18. Newport, RI 
Not to be confused with our earlier entry, Newport Beach, this Ocean State gem is the perfect 
holiday destination to reenact your favorite scenes from The Gilded Age (a Christine Baranski 
side-eye is fully encouraged). See the famous mansions decked out and dressed up for Christmas 
with gorgeously decorated trees, garlands, wreaths and fresh floral arrangements. For a unique 
take on a classic tale, check out the Newport Nutcracker at Rosecliff, where the audience follows 
the dancers through the mansion, feeling like part of the story. Finally, 
throughout December, Christmas in Newport offers concerts, tree lighting, craft fairs, candlelight 
house tours and more. 

 

https://www.timeout.com/usa/things-to-do/best-christmas-markets-in-the-usa
https://www.timeout.com/usa/things-to-do/christmas-light-displays-in-the-usa
https://www.timeout.com/usa/things-to-do/christmas-stores-in-the-usa
https://www.timeout.com/usa/things-to-do/christmas-stores-in-the-usa
https://www.newportmansions.org/events/holidays-2025
https://newportcontemporaryballet.org/performance/newport-nutcracker-at-rosecliff/
http://www.christmasinnewport.org/
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Time Out tip: Warm up with a cup of hot cocoa from The Chanler at Cliff Walk’s gourmet hot 
chocolate bar, just steps from the famed seaside path (open weekends through Dec 30). 
 

 

https://www.thechanler.com/specialevents/hot-chocolate-bar
https://www.thechanler.com/specialevents/hot-chocolate-bar

