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Going to the beach is the great default summer vacation. Doesn’t matter if you live in
Oklahoma or South Florida, for some reason summer’s long days and warm weather
invite a day or nine somewhere near the coast. On the right days, it's a relaxing little
break to paradise, where you forget everything and just enjoy the waves crashing on
the shore. Go on the wrong days to some of America’s most popular beaches, and it’s
an exercise in Zen breathing just to find a parking spot.

Of course, we live in a giant country with more than 95,000 miles of coastline. Which
means somewhere there's a great beach that the entire world isn’t trying to visit.
Some are in spots like Florida and Hawaii, surprising hidden gems beach-going
tourists haven't discovered. Others are quick escapes closer to home than you

thought. But all of them are beaches most people overlook when planning a vacation.
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Block Island, Rhode Island

While the state of Rhode Island has a highly misleading name, its best beaches are
found on this actual island about an hour’s ferry ride from Newport. The island is
nearly half nature preserve, leaving beaches like the one down 141 wooden steps at
Mohegan Bluffs to feel isolated and natural. It's also one of the better surf spots in
New England, with the waves off Mansion Beach rarely too crowded and fun for even
inexperienced surfers. It's all best explored by bike, with plenty of B&Bs and little
restaurants to stop and explore before ending your day with a sunset over
Charlestown Beach.



