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The best East Coast beach
towns for the perfect summer
vacation

From Maine to Miami, these East Coast beach towns deliver charm, soft sand and
easy summer escapes by the sea.
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With summer just around the corner, it's the ideal moment to start mapping out your
next beach getaway. But with more than 12,000 miles of coastline and over 5,000
public beaches across the U.S., choosing the perfect oceanfront escape can feel
overwhelming. Fortunately, some of the most beautiful stretches of sand might be
closer than you realize—especially for those on the East Coast.

In fact, the Eastern Seaboard is dotted with dozens of delightful beach towns that can
easily hold their own against West Coast favorites (yes, really). From a creative enclave
near Miami to a storybook-worthy retreat in Maine reminiscent of a Nancy Meyers film,
we've rounded up the top East Coast beach towns along the Atlantic.




7. Charlestown, RI
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The Ocean State is renowned for its beautiful beaches and coastal towns. And,
while you've likely heard of Narragansett and Newport, you won’t want to sleep on
Charlestown. The beach is relatively underdeveloped and incredibly quiet, so you'll
have plenty of room to lounge out. Charlestown Breachway State Beach is another
local favorite for its golden-sand shorelines, panoramic Block Island Sound views,
and prime fishing opps. Plus, the town itself has plenty of arty flair and character.
Don’t miss Fantastic Umbrella Factory, comprised of five individual shops housed
on a centuries-old farm. Come nighttime, check out the Frosty Drew Observatory &
Science Center for awe-inspiring, almost otherworldly stargazing. For an authentic
taste of Charlestown, foodies should plan their visit around the annual
Charlestown Seafood Festival in August.



