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America’s big Semiquincentennial is here, and the original 13 colonies will be partying like it's 1776. There are
the usual suspects like Philly with its cracked Liberty Bell and Boston with its brick Freedom Trail. And there
are other contenders like Georgia’s Augusta and South Carolina’s Charleston.

Go all out for authenticity and stay at luxury historic inns with wood-burning fireplaces and no TVS. Or opt
for resorts where luxury means Netflix and a spa.

Cheers to the USA — in all its glory, from its big shots to its quieter spots. Here are some ideas for where to
celebrate the big 250 in the original 13.
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The Ocean State was the first colony to declare independence from England, and the last to ratify the
Constitution. Providence played an enormous role in the war, notably the Gaspee Affair, a spark of the
Revolution in 1772. And Newport is home to the origin of the Franco-American Alliance, which brought the
war’s end. Off-the-beaten-path Bristol, 15 miles from Newport, is known as ‘America’s Summer Playground’
and is flagged for the mother of all Fourth of July parades; the parade has been a tradition since 1785 and is
the oldest continuous Independence Day celebration in the country.

Where To Stay: Hotel Viking in Newport was a favorite haunt in the Roaring Twenties when it debuted as a
place for the rich and famous to stay while partying at Newport’s mansions. And apparently, it still-rumors

swirl that the hotel is haunted. There is a nice rooftop for sips and water views.

The Bradford-Dimond-Norris Inn in Bristol was built in 1792 for Deputy Governor William Bradford and

shows off five lovely guest rooms and a porch for lazy summer days.

Where To Go: Bike or walk the East Bay Bike Path, a coastal trail that snakes along Narragansett Bay from
Bristol all the way to Providence, the state capital.

The White Horse Tavern in Newport was founded in 1673 and is a National Historic Landmark. The restaurant
offers a taste of colonial and modern New England cuisine in a historic building with fireside dining.

Tip: Rhode Island is the tiniest state in the nation, and it is perfectly doable to visit Providence, Newport, and
Bristol all in one weekend.
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