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TASTEMAKERS
TANTALIZING

Whether you prefer a cold beer or a crisp cider, something 
sweet or more bitter, a traditional wine or adventurous 
spirit, the region has come into its own as a libation 
destination. What sort of taste satiates your palate?  
Check out these suggestions based on penchants below. 

CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE 
BREWING COMPANY
cotubrewing.com
Bald Irishman, an Irish red ale took 
home the gold at the 2018 World 
Beer Cup. Chug an Oktoberfest 
at the Ashland brewery’s outdoor 
beer garden dubbed “Camp COTU.”

HARDYWOOD PARK  
CRAFT BREWERY
hardywood.com
At the West Creek location, guests 
can rent tents in which to nurse their 
Gingerbread Stout or Imperial Milk 
Stout made with Virginia white ginger.

BLIND DOG BREWERY
facebook.com/mollysbicycleshop
In Chester, Molly’s Bicycle Shop dou-
bles as a brewery — find homebrew 
style beers such as Jackal Wagon 
Pumpkin Ale or Apple Pie Brown Ale 
at Blind Dog Brewery on tap.

KEEP IT CLASSIC

For the more traditional imbiber, 
these homey, holiday-inspired classic 
brews will warm your heart. 

NINJA KOMBUCHA
ninjakombucha.com
Stop by Brookland Park Boulevard 
for a growler fill. Unpasteurized 
Shinobi kombucha blends green 
tea, ginger and lemon, while 
Oniwaban is made from Oolong 
tea and Virginia blackberries.

RIVER CITY SELTZER
rivercityseltzer.com
Downtown, River City Seltzer 
carbonates fresh peaches for a 
peach hard seltzer and rose hips 
and hibiscus gas up 100 calories 
in the sugar-free Unicorn Fuel.

BLACK HEATH MEADERY
blackheathmeadery.com
In Scott’s Addition, Virginia honey 
structures The Muse, a traditional 
mead reviving local bee populations. 
Other meads include Cyser and 
Proserpine, made with pomegranate.

LIGHT BUZZ

Bee-friendly, less alcohol, reduced cal-
ories: Watch waistlines and the planet 
with these enlightened alternatives.

BLUE BEE CIDER
bluebeecider.com
Blue Bee Cider’s Thursday 
Tastings event offers a unique 
cider lineup. Start a flight of five 
seasonals with the tart selection, 
Charred Ordinary.

BUSKEY CIDER
buskeycider.com
Housed in a repurposed train 
car, Buskey Cider’s scrumpies — 
Buskey Dry Cider and the sweeter 
Buskey RVA Cider — are ideal for 
patio quaffs.

COURTHOUSE CREEK CIDER
courthousecreek.com
Courthouse Creek Cider stocks 
Revival, made from heritage 
Harrison apples, and Rustico, 
a sparkling cider, in their pour 
house behind Richmond taco 
spot, Don’t Look Back.

AN APPLE A DAY

Founding Father John Adams drained 
a daily pint. Imbibe historical (and 
gluten-free) ciders in Scott’s Addition.
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ASHTON CREEK 
VINEYARD
ashtoncreekvineyard.com
Richmond Highway yields 
9 acres to Ashton Creek 
Vineyard. Grab a glass or fill 
a growler of peachy, hon-
eyed Willie’s White made 
from Traminette grapes.

FINAL GRAVITY 
BREWING CO.
oggravity.com
Final Gravity Brewing Co.’s  
California Dreamin’ West 
Coast IPA is a style classic, 
while tropical JuiceBox 
Hazy DIPA packs Strata, 
Belma and Citra hops.

STEAM BELL  
BEER WORKS 
steambell.beer 
Made from local cucumbers, 
Steam Bell’s Extra Plenty 
Hibiscus Cucumber gose is 
easy-drinking and refresh-
ing. Cocktail fan? Try the 
Margarita Gose variation.

JAMES RIVER 
CELLARS
jamesrivercellars.com
Can-do is James River 
Cellars’ motto. Besides 
wine slushies, find cans of 
semi-dry Sunrise White, 
composed of Vidal Blanc 
and Chardonel.

STONE BREWING
stonebrewing.com
Sip Scorpion Bowl  
IPA in Stone Brewing’s 
taproom, a river 
retreat near the 
Virginia Capital Trail, or 
their Ruination Double 
IPA 2.0 Sans Filtre.

STRANGEWAYS 
BREWING
strangewaysbrewing.com
Find Must Be Nice, a 
white, Niagara wine sour 
at quirky Strangeways 
Brewing or its lighter coun-
terpoint, Currant Mood 
Black Currant Gose.

JOLENE FAMILY WINERY
jolenefamilywinery.com
New Kent’s lakeside escape, 
Jolene Family Winery, 
abuts the Pocahontas Trail. 
Have Chambourcin, a drier 
French-American hybrid 
with lavender aromas or 
fruitier Vidal Blanc.

TRIPLE CROSSING BEER
triplecrossing.com
American IPA Falcon Smash, the  
flagship brew of Triple Crossing, 
casts an orange haze on their original 
Foushee Street tasting room. Visit their 
Fulton Hill location for housemade 
Neapolitan-style pizza and pair with 
DDH Nectar & Knife, an imperial IPA. 

THE VEIL BREWING CO.
theveilbrewing.com
Recently debuting a second 
area location on Forest Hill 
Avenue, The Veil Brewing Co., 
produces sours and goses. New 
cans are available Tuesday 
mornings (online order) for 
pick-up at the brewery. 

BE SWEET

Virginia’s hybrid grapes run dry to semi-dry, but sweeter is their jam.

GRAB YOUR PALE

Black co�ee a�cionados should tap into bitter little pales — hoppy, aromatic brews packing a punch. 

SOUR POWER

Oenophiles will adore wild and tart sips from sour beers and tangy, herbaceous goses.

SLEEPY FOX DISTILLERY
sleepyfoxdistillery.com
Ashland’s Sleepy Fox 
Distillery serves 10 liquors 
up to 150 proof, includ-
ing vodka and bourbon, 
alongside apple pie, peach 
and cinnamon moonshine 
at their mixology bar.

RESERVOIR DISTILLERY
reservoirdistillery.com
Reserve a tour at Reservoir 
Distillery in Scott’s Addition 
to discover smooth Hunter 
& Scott Rye Whiskey, 
or bring home Grey 
Ghost Bottled in Bond 
to make Manhattans.

VIRAGO SPIRITS
viragospirits.com
Find island-inspired cock-
tails and pop-ups at Virago 
Spirits, whose tiny tasting 
room complements their rare 
vintage alembic that distills 
everything from gin to rum 
and chocolate liqueur.

SPEAK WITH SPIRITS

Ex(spirit)mentalists seek spirits and moonshine with higher proofs, straight up or in cocktails.
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 AFRICAN  
AMERICAN TOURS 
OF RICHMOND
Tour sites associated 
with liberty and African 
American achievements. 
804-683-6630 or african 
americantours.com. $ 

AFRIKANA 
INDEPENDENT  
FILM FESTIVAL
�is annual festival spot-
lights cinematic works 
by �lmmakers from 
throughout the African 
diaspora. afrikana�lm 
festival.org. $

THE AMERICAN CIVIL 
WAR MUSEUM
O�ers programs and 
presentations that tell 
the stories of the Civil 
War and its legacies from 
multiple perspectives. 500 
Tredegar St. 804-649-1861 
or acwm.org. $

ARTHUR ASHE 
BOULEVARD
Richmond’s Boulevard 
was renamed in honor of 
tennis champion Arthur 
Ashe Jr. in June 2019. 
Stretches from Westwood 
Avenue to Blanton 
Avenue. 

ARTHUR ASHE  
JR. MONUMENT
Statue of tennis cham-
pion Arthur Ashe, who 
was born in Richmond. 
Intersection of Roseneath 
Road and Monument 
Avenue.

representing newly freed 
slaves will be unveiled 
on Brown’s Island. 
Installation has been 
delayed due to the pan-
demic; visit the website for 
updates. mlkcommission. 
dls.virginia.gov. 

FIRST AFRICAN 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Founded in 1841, Maggie 
L. Walker and former 
Gov. L. Douglas Wilder 
worshipped here. 2700 
Hanes Ave. 804-329-7279 
or �rstafricanbaptist.org.

GABRIEL WEEK
Untold RVA’s week of pro-
gramming, Aug. 23-29, 
commemorating Gabriel, 
an enslaved blacksmith, 
and his �ght against  
injustice. 804-564-6163  
or untoldrva.com.

THE HANOVER 
COUNTY BLACK 
HERITAGE SOCIETY
Preserving the history 
of African Americans 
in Hanover County, this 
society helps visitors learn 
about the accomplish-
ments of current and 
former citizens. Make an 
appointment to visit at 
facebook.com/hcbhs. 114 
N. Railroad Ave. (at �e 
Henry Clay Inn). 804-496-
6350 or hanoverbhs.org. 

THE HIPPODROME 
THEATER
An active performance 

BILL “BOJANGLES” 
ROBINSON 
MONUMENT
Aluminum statue facing 
the same intersection 
where Robinson paid to 
have a stoplight placed. 
Triangle park at Leigh 
Street and Chamberlayne 
Parkway.

BLACK HISTORY 
MUSEUM AND 
CULTURAL CENTER 
OF VIRGINIA
Houses exhibitions 
commemorating the 
accomplishments of Black 
Virginians. 122 W. Leigh 
St. 804-780-9093 or black 
historymuseum.org. $

BLK RVA 
Explores Black culture in 
the Richmond region. Get 
a free online travel guide. 
visitblkrva.com.

ELEGBA  FOLKLORE 
SOCIETY
�e Cultural Center dis-
plays art and items from 
the African diaspora. 
Check in to be informed 
about annual cultural fes-
tivals and performances. 
101 E. Broad St. 804-644-
3900 or efsinc.org.

EMANCIPATION 
PROCLAMATION 
AND FREEDOM 
MONUMENT
In commemoration of 
the 150th anniversary of 
the abolition of slavery, a 
12-foot-tall bronze statue 

space today, it played 
host to Duke Ellington 
and Louis Armstrong in 
the early 20th century. 
528 N. Second St. 804-
308-2913 or hippodrome 
richmond.com. $

HISTORIC  
JACKSON WARD
A National Historic 
Landmark, this neighbor-
hood became a cultural 
hub for the African 
American community by 
the early 1900s. Jackson 
Ward is roughly bounded 
by Fourth, Marshall and 
Smith streets and I-95.  
dhr.virginia.gov.

DEVIL’S HALF ACRE
Robert Lumpkin opened 
a slave jail at this site 
in 1844. A proposed 
Shockoe Area Memorial 
Park incorporates 
greenspace and a heritage 
center. Shockoe Bottom 
near the intersection of 
East Broad Street and 
I-95. lumpkinsjail.org.

L. DOUGLAS  
WILDER LIBRARY 
�is Virginia Union 
University library con-
tains a rare book collec-
tion as well as a collection 
of papers, photos and 
recordings pertaining to 
the nation’s �rst elected 
African American gover-
nor. 1500 N. Lombardy St. 
804-257-5600 or vuu.edu.

MAGGIE L. WALKER 
MONUMENT
Bronze statue commemo-
rating activist Maggie L. 
Walker. Intersection of 
Adams and Broad Streets.

MAGGIE L.  
WALKER NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE
Commemorates the life of 
Maggie L. Walker, a civil 
rights activist, fraternal 
leader and entrepre-
neur — the �rst African 
American woman in the 
United States to found a 
bank. 600 N. Second St. 
804-771-2017 or nps.gov.

THE MUSEUM 
GALLERIES AT 
VIRGINIA UNION
Art from West and 
Central Africa and the 
South Paci�c, and African 
American folk art. 1500 
N. Lombardy St. (inside L. 
Douglas Wilder Library). 
804-257-5660 or vuu.edu.

NEW KENT 
HISTORICAL 
COURTHOUSE
A historical marker tells the 
story of James Lafayette, 
who was born into slavery 
near the site around 1748 
and recruited as a spy by 
Marquis de Lafayette in 
1781. He took Lafayette’s 
name and was freed in 
1787. 12007 Courthouse 
Circle. newkenthistorical 
soc.com.

RICHMOND AFRICAN 
BURIAL GROUND
Burial ground of both 
enslaved and free Black 
people dating to the mid-
1700s. Rediscovered by a 
historian in the 1990s, it 
became a grass-covered 
memorial park in 2011. 
1540 E. Broad St. rich 
mondcemeteries.org. 

RICHMOND BLACK 
RESTAURANT 
EXPERIENCE
A week celebrating 
Black-owned restaurants. 
vablackrestaurant 
experience.com. $

RICHMOND 
SLAVE TRAIL
Walking trail chronicling 
the history of the trade 
of enslaved people, 
beginning at Manchester 
Docks. Print out a trail 
map at richmondgov.com/
CommissionSlaveTrail.

RICHMOND SLAVERY 
RECONCILIATION 
STATUE
�is 15-foot bronze sculp-
ture completes the triangle 
of Richmond, the city of 
Liverpool, England, and 
the Republic of Benin, 
each of which played a 
role in the slave trade. 15th 
and East Main streets.

RUMORS OF WAR
�is bronze statue depict-
ing a young African 
American male riding a 
horse is artist Kehinde 
Wiley’s response to visit-
ing Richmond in 2016 and 
seeing the Confederate 
statues that then sat atop 
pedestals along Monument 
Avenue. Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts, 200 N. Arthur 
Ashe Blvd. vmfa.museum.

SECOND LIBERTY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dates back to 1866, 
when a group of African 
American members of 

Emmaus Baptist Church, 
restricted to balcony seat-
ing, banded together to 
form a new independent 
church. Dr. George W. 
Watkins was pastor here 
for 43 years and orga-
nized the �rst Black high 
school in the county. 8140 
George W. Watkins Road, 
Quinton. secondliberty 
baptist.church.

SIXTH MOUNT ZION 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Organized in 1867 by the 
Rev. John Jasper, who was 
born enslaved on July 4, 
1812. 14 W. Duval St. 804-
648-7511 or smzbc.org.

SPRING PARK 
HISTORIC SITE
Park commemorating 
Gabriel, an enslaved per-
son known for Gabriel’s 
Rebellion in 1800. For a 
map of more sites related 
to the rebellion, visit  
henrico.us. 2000 Park St.

UNLOCKINGRVA 
SLAVE TRAIL TOUR
Explores African 
American culture and 
history. unlockingrva.
com. $

UNTOLD RVA
An urban exploration 
experience built to inspire 
those in search of an alter-
native view of Richmond’s 
hidden history of African 
ancestral self-determina-
tion and people-powered 
resistance. 804-564-6163 
or untoldrva.com. $

VIRGINIA CIVIL 
RIGHTS MEMORIAL
Memorial recogniz-
ing Barbara Johns, a 
16-year-old who led a 
strike in 1951 in protest 
of the conditions at her 
racially segregated school. 
Virginia State Capitol. 
virginiacapitol.gov.

VIRGINIA RANDOLPH 
MUSEUM
Museum honoring educa-
tor Virginia E. Randolph.  
2200 Mountain Road. 804-
652-1475 or henrico.us.

VIRGINIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARIES
Contains collections of 
rare books, historical 
documents and artifacts. 
1 Hayden Drive. 804-524-
5040 or library.vsu.edu.  
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BLACK HERITAGE & EXPERIENCE

Virginia Randolph Museum
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KUL WHEELS
Electric bike rentals and 
tours exploring historic 
Richmond and the Virgin-
ia Capital Trail. 804-205-
3452 or kulwheels.com. 

LET’S GET  
FRANK TOURS
Bus, limo, trolley and pri-
vate riding tours visit sites 
such as St. John’s Church 
and the Virginia Capitol. 
Walking tours traverse 
historic neighborhoods. 
Pickup available at local 
hotels and visitor centers. 
804-360-1701, 804-839-
0550 or lets-get-frank.com.

NEW KENT TOURS
Winery, brewery and 
distillery tours, as well as 
shuttle services locally in 
the areas of Richmond 
and New Kent. Scheduled 
tours aboard a 14-pas-
senger bus include three 
stops, plus pickup and 
drop-o� at your desired 
location. 804-506-0130 or 
newkenttours.com.

REAL RICHMOND 
FOOD TOURS
Year-round Saturday 
walking tours visit at least 
�ve local eateries in one 
of 10 neighborhoods and 
provide insight about 
their history and future. 
Private tours available. 
804-533-1555 or real 
richmondva.com.

RICHMOND  
BEERISTORIC
Nonpro�t highlighting the 

monder, tour regional 
sites that share untold Af-
rican American achieve-
ments and stories of U.S. 
liberty. 804-683-6630 or 
africanamericantours.com.

BALLOONS  
OVER VIRGINIA
Daily chartered hot-air 
balloon �ights o�er 
unique perspectives of the 
region. 804-798-0080 or 
balloonsovervirginia.com.

BASKET & BIKE
Bike excursions and 
rentals for exploring the 
Virginia Capital Trail, 
local vineyards, down-
town and more. Custom 
picnic rides also o�ered 
in partnership with Palate 
Picnics. 804-564-2568 or 
basketandbike.com.

BREAKAWAY RVA
Join in on the free 
monthly group rides April 
through October. �ese 
family-friendly routes 
tour parts of the city and 
always end with a surprise 
treat. Didn’t bring a bike 
with you to RVA? �ere 
are places to rent locally, 
along with the RVA Bike 
Share program (details  
at rvabikes.com). break 
awayrva.com.

DISCOVER  
THE JAMES
Boat tours to see bald 
eagles in the wild and, in 
September, a chance to 
spot breaching Atlantic 
sturgeon in the James 
River. 804-938-2350 or 
discoverthejames.com.

DRINK RICHMOND
Book a single ticket or 
rent the 14-person bus 
for transportation, tours 
and tastings at four area 
cra�-alcohol hot spots. 
drinkrichmond.com.

EERIE NIGHTS  
GHOST TOURS
Walking and trolley 
tours held June-October 
provide a storytelling ex-
perience that visits several 
historic and haunted sites. 
Private tours also avail-
able. 804-833-1845 or 
eerienights.tours.

ELEGBA FOLKLORE 
SOCIETY
“In the Beginning … 
Virginia, Along the Trail 
of Enslaved Africans — & 
Other Notable Sites” of-

TRAILS

COLONIAL VIRGINIA 
WINE TRAIL
Relax and enjoy a glass of 
local wine as the trail leads 
you to James River Cellars 
and other locations, all 
within an hour’s drive of 
one another. colonial 
virginiawinetrail.com.

HEART OF VIRGINIA 
WINE TRAIL
�e Heart of Virginia trail 
showcases �ve wineries. 
A “passport” ticket admits 
you to all �ve for tastings. 
hovawinetrail.com.

JAMESTOWN DIS-
COVERY TRAIL
�e trail takes you through 
three of Virginia’s eight 
original shires, connecting 
you to 50 historic sites and 
attractions.virginia.org/
jamestowndiscoverytrail. 

JOHN SMITH  
CHESAPEAKE  
NATIONAL  
HISTORIC TRAIL
�is 3,000-mile-long wa-
ter trail highlights the an-
cestral landscapes of the 
American Indians who 
lived in the Chesapeake 
region during the voyages 
of Capt. John Smith and 
his crew (1607-09). Rich-
mond region sites along 
the James River include 
Henricus Historical Park, 
Dutch Gap Conservation 
Area and other points of 
interest. nps.gov/cajo.

RICHMOND  
BEER TRAIL
With nearly 40 cra� 
breweries, the Richmond 
Beer Trail makes it easy to 
navigate the region’s o�er-
ings. Earn limited-edition 
Richmond Beer Trail gear 
once you’ve had your map 
stamped at �ve participat-
ing breweries. For more 
details and to download 
the map, visit richmond 
beertrail.com.

RICHMOND  
GARDEN TRAIL
Visit some of the region’s 
— and the country’s — 
best public gardens. Ten 
sites, all less than 10 miles 
apart. richmondgarden 
trail.com. 

RICHMOND  
LIBERTY TRAIL
�is 6.2-mile walk links 

role of beer in RVA’s his-
tory o�ers bus tours every 
November to historic sites 
and local breweries, plus 
a downtown walking tour 
of historic tavern sites and 
other events. facebook.
com/beeristoricrva.

RICHMOND  
BREWERY TOURS
Visit three local breweries 
in a 14-person bus and 
sample a variety of o�er-
ings at each location. 804-
479-8929 or richmond 
brewerytours.com.

RICHMOND  
DISCOVERIES
�is nonpro�t seeks to 
preserve the region’s his-
tory and heritage by of-
fering educational tours, 
bus tours, living history 
programs and more. 1121 
Black Heath Road. 804-
222-8595 or richmond 
discoveries.com.

RICHMOND GHOSTS
Experience frightening 
tales and secret stories 
of Richmond’s history 
through a guided walking 
tour of Shockoe Bottom. 
Also o�ers a self-guided, 
narrated tour app. rva 
ghosts.com.

RICHMOND  
HISTORIC HAUNTS 
TOUR COMPANY
Sharing the o�eat and 
overshadowed past of RVA 
with walking tours and 
special events in the city’s 
historic neighborhoods. 
Public and private tours 

fers journeys into Rich-
mond’s history and the 
stories that live between 
the pages of the history 
books. Explore past events 
that impact our perspec-
tives today. 804-644-3900 
or efsinc.org.

HAUNTS OF RICH-
MOND WALKING 
GHOST TOURS
Explore Richmond’s 
haunted history with 
walking tours and special 
events. Public and private 
o�erings available year-
round. 855-445-8927 or 
hauntsofrichmond.com.

HOVA FLIGHT  
SERVICES  
DISCOVERY FLIGHTS
Get a bird’s-eye view of 
the Richmond area. FAA-
certi�ed �ight instructors 
take one to three pas-
sengers on the �ight. No 
experience is required, 
and �ights are open to 
all ages. Hanover County 
Airport, 11152 Air Park 
Road. 804-798-6500 or 
�yhova.com.

JAMES RIVER 
FLOODWALL  
WALKING TOURS
A 90-minute walking tour 
of Richmond’s �oodwall 
every second Sunday 
of each month, April 
through October, weather 
permitting. Tours begin at 
Richmond Railroad Mu-
seum, 102 Hull St. 804-
231-4324 or richmond 
railroadmuseum.com.

many of the city’s historic 
sites and neighborhoods, 
as well as 15 National 
Historic Landmarks. 
Follow the painted logo 
on the sidewalks on this 
self-guided trail, which 
connects to the Rich-
mond Slave Trail and the 
Virginia Capital Trail. 
virginia.org/liberty 
trail.

RICHMOND  
SLAVE TRAIL
�is walking trail chroni-
cles the slave trade history 
of Richmond. It begins 
at the Manchester docks, 
where enslaved Africans 
arrived, and stretches to 
Shockoe Bottom, where 
slaves were bought and 
sold. virginia.org. 

THE ROAD TO  
REVOLUTION  
HERITAGE TRAIL
Various points along the 
trail re�ect the lives and 
achievements of founding 
fathers Patrick Henry, 
George Washington, 
James Madison, James 
Monroe, and others.  
roadtorevolution.com.

VIRGINIA  
CAPITAL TRAIL
�is pedestrian and 
cycling trail covers more 
than 50 miles and runs 
along the James River 
from Richmond to James-
town. Restaurants, picnic 
areas, bike rentals and 
repairs, and more can be 
found along the trail.  
804-788-6453 or virginia 
capitaltrail.org. �e Cap 
Trail Bike Shuttle pickup 
and drop-o� service along 
the Virginia Capital Trail 
will reopen under new 
ownership in 2021.  
captrailbikeshuttle.com.

TOURS

ADVENTURES IN RVA
Rent road bicycles, tan-
dem bikes and kayaks for 
kids and adults; available 
by the hour, day or week. 
Tours traverse the Vir-
ginia Capital Trail, Belle 
Isle and other sites. 1912 
E. Main St. 804-648-2453 
or rvabikerental.com.
 
AFRICAN  
AMERICAN TOURS 
OF RICHMOND
Guided by a native Rich-

TOURS AND TRAILS
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