


Roanoke is the largest metropolitan area in Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains. Known for its
iconic star, railroad history and the breathtaking Blue Ridge Parkway, the city is a charming
mixture of metro mountain adventures.  Get to know the town once called “Big Lick” and
enjoy all the entertainment, craft beer and cuisine that Downtown Roanoke has to offer. 



The City, formerly named "Big Lick" due to the
salt licks surrounding the valley, grew rapidly

with the arrival of the railroad in the late 1800s,
prompting the name change. Roanoke's rich
history and rail heritage remains a part of the
City's culture and is woven in the fabric of the

community to this day.







Drive, bike, or hike up Mill Mountain for stunning views of the region.
Explore the Mill Mountain Zoo, Discovery Center and miles of hiking
and mountain biking trails just minutes from downtown.



The City Market Building is the heart of downtown Roanoke. Formerly the
region's primary market, it now offers a diverse mix of local restaurants with
indoor and outdoor seating, plus a beautiful unique venue space. 

CITY MARKET BUILDING







The walkable sidewalks of downtown Roanoke are a balanced mix
of local restaurants, breweries, boutiques, art galleries, museums
and attractions, making it a one-of-a-kind destination.  































BENNY MARCONI'S

"Home of the Virginia Slice," pizzas at Benny Marconi's
are larger than life. A whole pie is over 2 feet wide,

measuring 28 inches across!



The Roanoker Restaurant has been serving home-cooked meals
for breakfast, lunch and dinner for over 65 years. They're best

known for their fresh, buttery biscuits and Southern hospitality. 



Downtown Roanoke is conveniently accessible to much of the
U.S. and Canada through a variety of transportation modes.

Drive, fly, or ride to Roanoke in Virginia's Blue Ridge!
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We only scratched the surface of outstanding
cultural and cuisine experiences in Downtown
Roanoke but this blog delves deeper.

MUST SEE MAIN STREET:
ROANOKE

Get the full scoop on where to eat, stay, and
play in the heart of Virginia's Blue Ridge.

MORE ABOUT ROANOKE

INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR
Plan a culinary trip around the world without
ever leaving Roanoke. 

These Downtown Roanoke museums and
attractions specialize in local history, each
providing a unique perspective. 

ROANOKE CITY'S HISTORY

https://www.visitroanokeva.com/blog/post/must-see-main-street-downtown-roanoke/
https://www.visitroanokeva.com/region/cities-and-counties/roanoke/downtown/
https://www.visitroanokeva.com/blog/post/best-international-food-restaurants-cuisine-dining-virginia-blue-ridge-mountains/
https://www.visitroanokeva.com/region/cities-and-counties/roanoke/historic-sites/



