Floyd County

Floyd County is among the most multi-faceted of
America’s small places, honoring community
traditions while welcoming cultural expressions
from elsewhere. Its diverse population includes an
older farming community, new organic growers,
creative artists, skilled tradeworkers, and growing

numbers of urban commuters. The County also has

several respected makers of violins and fretted

stringed instruments. For many, music-making has
Jockey Street on Court Day

always been a family tradition. Travelers from

around the world join local folks in dancing to and

enjoying old-time, gospel, and bluegrass music
every Friday night at The Floyd Country
Store—weekly gatherings that date through
generations. The noted Floyd County Ramblers
recorded an arrangement of “Step Stone” on the
Victor label in 1930, a version that was later
adopted in several African countries. Appalachian
regional music remains popular globally, with
downtown Floyd’s ‘County Sales’ marketing the
“world’s largest selection of bluegrass and old-time

music” via the world wide web.

Mabry Mill, the most photographed site along the

Blue Ridge Parkway, is located in Floyd County.

Banjo maker Newton Hylton, a talented blacksmith, Newton Hylton

farmer, furniture maker, millwright, and country

dentist, rebuilt the water
wheel for the historic mill in
1945. Floyd County also offers
hiking trails, welcoming bed
and breakfasts, unique
restaurants, wineries, and
specialty shops featuring a
delightful array of local
handcrafts. Looking for

something? Just ask, and

we’ll be sure to point you in

the right direction. e

The Korn Kutters




The Crooked Road

Virginia's Heritage Music Trail

From the Blue Ridge Mountains to the Coalfields
region, Southwest Virginia is blessed with historic
and contemporary music venues, musicians, and
fretted instrument makers. Historically isolated, the
region retained its strong musical legacy by passing
traditions down through musical families to an
appreciative community.

Old time mountain music, bluegrass, and gospel
can be enjoyed all year long and several museums
are devoted to showcasing the area’s rich musical

heritage.

The Carter Family

The Crooked Road winds through the ruggedly
beautiful Appalachian Mountains and leads you to
the major hotspots of old time mountain music,
country music, and bluegrass. Alive and kickin’ for
today’s fans, these venues preserve and celebrate
musical traditions passed down through
generations. Annual festivals, weekly concerts,
radio shows, and jam sessions ring out to large
audiences and intimate gatherings. Please visit the
Crooked Road website to plan your trip to coincide
with the current entertainment events.

Dr. Ralph Stanley

www.thecrookedroad.org
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