
WHY TOURISMMATTERS

6.2%

2018

2017 $1.78B

$1.89B

TRAVEL SPENDING

5.2%

2018

2017 $1.72B

$1.81B

VISITOR SPENDING

FOOD SERVICELODGINGRETAILARTS, 
RECREATION &

ENTERTAINMENT

$513M$497M

$281M$218M

DIRECT SPENDING
BY SECTOR

Hotels/
Motels

DAY 
Travel

CAMPGROUNDSPRIVATE 
HOMES

$48M

$1.13B

$363M

$152M$120M

Vacation
HOMES

DIRECT SPENDING
BY ACCOMMODATION TYPE

100  VISITOR 
AIR TRAVEL

210  OTHER TRAVEL
510  GROUND TRANSPORTATION

1,530  RETAIL

20,680
TOTAL JOBS

12,730
ACCOMMODATIONS
& FOOD SERVICE

5,600  ARTS, 
ENTERTAINMENT

& RECREATION

1 OUT OF 7
SLO CAL JOBS DEPEND ON 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

DIRECT SPENDING
BY DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVELERS AVERAGED:

$5.0m
A DAY

$208K
AN HOUR

$3.5K
A MINUTE

$58
A SECOND



LOCAL TAX
REVENUE =
$80.1M

111
PARKS

800
POLICE OFFICERS’ SALARIES

1,084
FIREFIGHTERS’ SALARIES

1,736
TEACHERS’ SALARIES

MI128
OF 2-LANE RESURFACED ROADS

$696M
INDUSTRY
EARNINGS

$6M  VISITOR 
AIR TRAVEL

$11M  OTHER TRAVEL
$32M  GROUND TRANSPORTATION

$53M  RETAIL

$466M
ACCOMMODATIONS
& FOOD SERVICE

$128M  ARTS, 
ENTERTAINMENT

& RECREATION

83% TRAVEL COMPANIES 
ARE CONSIDERED
SMALL BUSINESSESOF

WITHOUT TOURISTS,
EACH SLO CAL 

HOUSEHOLD
WOULD HAVE 
TO SPEND AN
ADDITIONAL
$17,231
TO CREATE THE SAME ECONOMIC
IMPACT FOR THE COMMUNITY

EACH SLO CAL
HOUSEHOLD
WOULD PAY AN
ADDITIONAL
$1,582
IN TAXES
WITHOUT THE STATE & LOCAL TAX
REVENUE GENERATED BY
TRAVEL & TOURISM

SOURCES: DEAN RUNYAN, US BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, US CENSUS BUREAU, SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION 


