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Provide a year-round island escape for families everywhere.

South Padre Island is a unique coastal destination, unlike any other, 
providing an active lifestyle, promoting our natural assets and a friendly 

community for citizens and visitors alike.

our mission

our vision



Blake Henry  
Executive Director 
South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau 

“our occupancy tax collections   

  broke an all  time record” 

A message from our Executive Director

On behalf of the entire South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau, I am proud to present our 
2021- 2022 Annual Report. Every day, our team looks for smart, innovative ways to bring more visitors 
to our island to experience the authentic hospitality we have to offer. Visitor traffic drives economic 
development through tourism. More outside spending in our community sustains and creates jobs, 
lessens the tax burdens on our residents and raises the quality of life for those living here. This year 
we welcomed 7 million visitors to our tropical island paradise.

It takes a team to make the economic engine roar, and we owe our continued achievements to those 
who serve the same mission as us — to grow the tourism economy and create opportunity. Our 
success is backed by citywide hotel occupancy tax collections, which broke an all-time record this 
past year.

Within this annual report, you will find examples of how we are working to increase our brand 
awareness on the global stage and create a better community for all in the process. Our sales team 
works diligently to attract new businesses, attending conventions and networking events to call on 
prospective clients that hail from all across the country. These efforts allow the CVB to host a wide 
array of events and gatherings, ranging from sports tournaments to religious meetings, drawing in 
large numbers at a time and resulting in significant economic impact. Our team continues to deliver 
successful marketing campaigns, utilizing the most robust data to drive demand and received 
recognition for their successes when South Padre Island was proudly named the 2022 Destination of 
the Year by the Texas Travel Awards.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to a successful year ahead. 
South Padre Island is truly the jewel of the Gulf Coast and we are proud to serve its community. 
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meet our 
advisory 

board
sean till

Chairman 
daniel salazar

Vice-Chairman

bob friedman

tom goodman

chad hart

bryan pinkerton

rene valdez

bryant walker Representative of Brownsville / South Padre Island International Airport 

francisco partida Alternate Representative of Brownsville / South Padre Island International Airport

marv easterly Representative of Valley International Airport 

ex  officio members
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2021- 2022
WAS A GREAT YEAR.

In addition to breaking the record for occupancy tax collections, 
2022 also saw South Padre Island dominate in the Texas Travel Awards. 

7



South Padre Island 

destination of the year: 

South Padre Island 

people’s choice 
best Destination for families: 

Padre Island Brewing Company 
best brewery: 

Giant Beach Chairs at SPI Convention Center 

LongBoard Bar & Grill

Surfing at South Padre Island 
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best instagrammable spot   small market: 

best live music venue   small market:

best outdoor activity    small market: 
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leisure travel
Tourism and hospitality may be our industry, but our 
mission is to provide fun, year-round island escapes for 
families everywhere. That’s why our team is so passionate 
about what we do. For us, driving economic growth by 
promoting Texas’ only tropical island means we’re giving 
families the opportunity to come together in a place where 
they will be surrounded by happiness. 
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promoting 
a first  class vacation destination

Total Visitors: 7 MILLION

Total Occupancy*: 67%

Total HOT 
Collections: $12.7 MILLION

*Hotel/VRM Combined.



visitor 
center

Helpful answers and friendly smiles can go a long way toward turning first-
time visitors into repeat vacationers. That’s why we operate the South Padre 
Island Visitor Center. Our staff provides itineraries, maps, and ensures our 

guests have a happy and memorable travel experience. In 2022, they served a 
total of 25,700 visitors -  a 20% increase over the previous year.

In addition, we offer our service industry partners a free training class for 
Certified Tourism Advisor (CTA) Program Certification. The popular course 
aims to improve our visitors’ customer service experience by teaching the 

essentials of hospitality and creating awareness of all the amazing things our 
island has to offer. To date, 146 island partners have completed the program, 

and are now designated as SPI-Certified Tourism Advisors.

highlight local area 
businesses and attractions

increase awareness of 
visitor center services to visitors

improve collaboration and 
partnerships with island partners

visitor center objectives
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community
involvement

Without a strong and united local community, our growth in visitation 
simply could not be achieved. As the CVB, we take our involvement in 

local affairs seriously. From entertainment events to community efforts, 
we are there to foster relationships and help provide support that enables 

our community and visitors to come together. 

mcallen holiday parade 

spring break meals for city staff  

national travel & tourism week  

cvb executive director meet & greet  

regional airport tours  
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brownsville charro day parade  



Conventions, Meetings & Conferences 

BOOKED BUSINESS, 2021   2022:

Total Leads Sent:

331

Total Attendees:

88,975

Estimated 
Economic Impact:

$21 M

Site Visits:

51

Room Nights Booked:

26,378
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group sales:
getting down to business

You know what we love about meeting and convention attendees? If they enjoy being 
here for business, there’s a good chance they’ll return for a vacation. 2022 booked 

business is up over last year, and future bookings show for a promising 2023.



notable conventions, 

conferences & meetings

Attendees:

300

Booked Room Nights:

950

Estimated Economic 
Impact:

$563,705

Attendees:

700

Booked Room Nights:

1,310

Estimated Economic 
Impact:

$720,011

Attendees:

350
Booked Room Nights:

1,106
Estimated Economic Impact:

$623,131

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Texas County Agricultural Agents 
Association Annual Meeting 
JULY 23  27, 2022 

Texas Narcotic Officers 
Association Annual Conference
AUGUST 07  11, 2022 

Texas Association of Convention 
& Visitors Bureau Annual Conference 
AUG 29   SEPT 02, 2022 
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special events 
deserve special attention 
The South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau provides financial and promotional support to 
events that have the potential to generate a significant positive economic impact on our community 

and connect our destination to new visitors from around the world.

Total 
Events: 25

Number of Participants:

27,516 

Estimated Economic 
Impact:

$3.8 M Average Spend 
per Person:

$140.80 
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marketing 
& communications 

The Marketing & Communications 
team promotes South Padre Island as 
a leisure travel, business convention 
and meetings destination. Our 
strategies target vacationers, meeting 
and convention planners, influencers, 
convention attendees, domestic group 
tour operators, and overseas leisure 
travelers and travel trade professionals.

media tv & billboards

website & social media

Total Stories:

18,363
Total Ad Value:

$129 M
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Impact Verified Views

4 M

National/International 
Interviews:

20 

Press Releases:

20

Total # of Travel 
Writers & Influencers:

13 

Total # of Press Conferences:

3 US, 3 IN MEXICO 

Number of Website 
Sessions:

1.8 M
Total Website Page Views:

3.6 M

14.47 M

Total reach on 
social platforms:

Reach of FB & IG:

310,084
Impressions on Twitter: 

Followers: 513,709
Posts: 365

Followers: 33,946
Posts: 63

Followers: 53,876
Posts: 483

Followers: 11,521
Posts: 341



top social media 

posts
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visitor profile
who is visiting south padre island? 
South Padre Island is a popular vacation destination 
known for its warm weather, beautiful beaches, and fun 
activities. The island attracts a diverse range of visitors, 
but it is particularly popular among families, students, 
beach enthusiasts, and adventure seekers. Overall, South 
Padre Island offers something for everyone and attracts 
visitors of all ages and interests, which makes it difficult 
to define a single kind of visitor, especially considering 
the big role seasonality plays in impacting the dynamics 
of visitation profiles during different times of the year.  

However, when we remove seasonality, we are able to 
identify certain trends remaining constant in terms of 
high-propensity visitor profiles who are more likely to visit 
the island throughout the year regardless of the season.  

We have defined these top three profiles as follows: 

THE BABY BOOMER WINTER TEXAN (NOV-FEB)

87%
WHITE

1

2

3

53%
FEMALE

47%
MALE

THE URBAN FAMILY (MAR-JUNE)

43%
WHITE

33%
HISPANIC

50%
FEMALE

50%
MALE

THE URBAN POWER COUPLE (JULY – OCT)

47%
HISPANIC

50%
FEMALE

40%
MALE

51%
MILLENNIALS



Another high-propensity group segment that accounts for a significant number of visitors is the 
College Spring Breakers, however, since this group is highly correlated with seasonality it’s not 
considered a consistent visitor/traveler.  

Additionally, these are some of the consistent trends we have seen for visitation to South Padre Island 
overall during 2022 and are expected to continue in 2023.

Hispanic
57.4%

White
3 7.1%

Black
3.1 %

Native
0.3%

O VERALL VISITO R
ETH N ICITY BREAKD O W N 58%

of travelers account 
for overnight trips

42%
of travelers account 
for same day trips

is the average age of the
South Padre visitor

W H AT ARE TH EIR M O TIVATIO N S AN D  IN TERESTS?

39.08

D ATA SO U RCE (S) : PRED ICTIVE D ATA LAB IN TELLIGEN CE HU B 2.0,  VISIT SO U TH PAD RE ISLAN D ,  ARRIVALIST,  AMERICAN  CO MMU N ITY SU RVEY
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want to know more about the 

jewel of the 
gulf coast?

With 34 miles of beautiful pristine beaches and clear emerald water, South Padre Island is one of the world’s most 
exquisite barrier islands – and the only tropical Island in Texas. Calm weather and water and more than 300 days 
of sunshine make South Padre Island a great place to live and visit all year. 

The staff of the South Padre Island Convention and Visitors Bureau are here to make your experience on the Island 
everything you want it to be. Go SPI!

South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
735 Padre Blvd.
South Padre Island, TX 78597
956-761-3000
info@sopadre.com
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@VisitSouthPadreIsland 
sopadre.com


