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1983 20131990 2000

2000
· Batistatos 
receives 
professional 
achievement 
award from Lt. 
Governor Kiernan 
and Sagamore 
of the Wabash 
from Governor 
O’Bannon.

2002
· LCCVB receives 
Indiana Society 
of Association 
Executives (ISAE) 
Star Award 
for Best Total 
Communication 
Plan.

2005
· LCCVB receives 
Accredited 
Destination 
Marketing 
Organization 
certification from 
DMAI.

2006
· Janis Flutka, CFO, 
receives Outstanding CPA 
in Government Award from 
the Indiana Society of 
CPAs.

· LCCVB receives Indiana 
Society of Association 
Executives (ISAE) Star 
Award for Best Newsletter.

2007
· President and CEO 
Speros A. Batistatos 
named as one of 
Hospitality Sales and 
Marketing Association 
International’s Top 25 
Extraordinary Minds in 
Sales and Marketing.

2008
· Janis Flutka, CFO, receives Certified 
Destination Management Executive 
(CDME) accreditation from Destination 
Marketing Association International 
(formerly International Association of 
Convention and Visitor Bureaus).

· Indiana Welcome Center awarded Best 
Exterior Design from Building Indiana 
News.

· SSCVA receives Indiana Society of 
Association Executives’ Star Award for 
Best Membership Program.

2009
· SSCVA’s familiarization 
tour with meeting 
planners awarded 
Indiana Society of 
Association Executives’ 
Star Award, Award of 
Excellence for Supplier 
STAR Service.

2010
· “Built by Steel, 
Changed by 
Tourism” wins 
MarCom Award.

2012
· Bring it Home campaign 
awarded Indiana Society of 
Association Executives’ Star 
Award, Award of Excellence 
for Supplier STAR Service.

2013
· SSCVA’s 
website redesign 
receives Award of 
Distinction from The 
Communicator Awards.

1985
· First visitor brochure printed.

1986
· Secured Indiana Men’s 
State Bowling Tournament.

1994
· LCCVB hosts Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) 
National Cross Country 
Championship at Wicker 
Park in Highland.

1996
· LCCVB hosts AAU Indoor Track 
and Field Championship at 
Merrillville High School.  This 
event was hosted in the South 
Shore through 2009.

2001 & 2002
· Nationally televised Miss USA event held 
at Genesis Convention Center in Gary.

2007
· SSCVA introduces housing software to assist in group blocks for large events and has 
booked more than 47,000 rooms to date.

· South Shore Sports hosts National Softball Association (NSA) Class “B” World Series 
welcoming 8,000 amateur athletes and families to the South Shore for an EEI of $1.4 million. 

1999
· The Indiana Welcome Center 
and The John Dillinger 
Museum open in Hammond on 
December 1 to a 400 person 
black tie event.

2007
· LCCVB rebrands itself as the South Shore 
Convention and Visitors Authority.

· SSCVA brands Tour Mobile, uses mobile marketing 
vehicle to attend events and attractions throughout 
the South Shore.

2011
· The John 
Dillinger Museum 
and wooden gun 
featured on the 
Travel Channel’s 
“Mysteries at the 
Museum.”

2012
· SSCVA’s Communication 
Department surpasses 
$1 million mark in earned 
media for the first time.

· SSCVA launches 
redesigned website.

2013
· SSCVA
launches 
redesigned mobile 
website utilizing 
geo-centric 
functionality.

1998
· LCCVB wins first 
HSMAI Gold Adrian 
Award for public 
relations/advertising 
campaign.

1999
· President and CEO Speros A. 
Batistatos receives International 
Association of Convention 
and Visitors Bureaus (IACVB) 
Fellow Certified Destination 
Management Executive (FCDME) 
accreditation.

· International Association of 
Convention and Visitors Bureaus 
(IACVB) Idea Fair awards LCCVB 
for bureau operations and 
management for In-Office Child 
Care Program.

2007 & 2008
· SSCVA named Top 10 Best Places to Work by the 
Indiana Chamber of Commerce.

1983
· LCCVB established 
by Indiana Code 
6-9-2-1 legislation.

1993
· Indiana General Assembly 
passes legislation to legalize 
gaming in Indiana. Lake County 
is awarded four licenses.

1996
· First casino, Majestic Star 
Casino, opens in Gary.

2008
· South Shore Promotions, Inc. 
(501c3) established.

2008
· SSCVA purchases “A Christmas Story” windows from Macy’s 
New York and enters into a contract with Warner Bros. to display 
windows at the Indiana Welcome Center.

· SSCVA works with producers on the movie 
“Public Enemies.” Johnny Depp visits the 
John Dillinger Museum.

1991
· Inaugural Gus Macker 3-on-3 
basketball tournament played on 93rd 
Street in Crown Point with 250 teams. 
During the next 9 years, more than 
$300,000 was raised for local charities.

2007
· LCCVB assumes 
management of the 
Gary Air Show.

2013
· SSCVA celebrates 
30th anniversary with 
promotional campaign 
30 Stops in 30 Days, 
taking the Tour Mobile 
throughout the South 
Shore.

Awards

Sales

Marketing

Special Events

Operations1984
· Donald L. 
Thompson 
becomes 
the first 
Executive 
Director. 

1987
· Bryan 
Marshall 
is hired as 
Executive 
Director. 

1988
· Carolyn 
McCormick 
is hired as 
Executive 
Director.

1989
· Speros A. Batistatos is 
hired as Executive Director.

· LCCVB moves to a bigger 
office suite.

1997
· LCCVB bonds to construct Indiana 
Welcome Center and selects Design 
Organization’s/Chuck Bone’s 
award-winning design.

· I-65 Kankakee Rest Area opens.

2001
· James Tsismanakis 
is hired as President 
and CEO.

2006
· LCCVB creates South 
Shore Sports Promotions 
to pursue amateur and 
professional sporting 
events.
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2011
· South Shore Civil War Memorial 
Trail created in conjunction with the 
Calumet Region Civil War Preservation 
Project.

2005
· Speros A. Batistatos rehired 
as President and CEO.

2012
· SSCVA partners with the 
Chicago White Sox, extending 
the SSCVA’s reach along the 
Southern Shore of Lake Michigan.

1995
· First visitor’s guide 
printed.

1993
· First 
group 
tour 
planner 
printed.

1994
· LCCVB 
begins 
“Shoe-in 
for Fun” 
campaign.


