Native Paths of the
Susquehanna River
Valley's West Branch
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POINT A - East

From the top of the Blee Hill you can ook
towands three points of the compass —
naorth, east, and south.

Below wou, beakirg east, vou can see Packer
Island, now the Shikedlamy State Park and
Marina, During the 17405 and 1750s this
island was inhakited by the Delaware ar
Lenni Lenape, who had been displaced
fraarm their raditional lands on Manhattan
Elard, in Mew Jersey and in eastern
Pernsylvania. Here women, children, and
the elderly planted small plats of com,
beans and squash for sustenance while
husbands and brothers went westward

1o the hunting grounds of the Allegheny
for beaver, deer, bison and bear. The path
westward led across the River and along
what is now Route 11, ta your right at the
battom of the hill. Hunting trips could be as

i J‘rLOP /. Shikellamy Overlook

lang as three months in the cold of winter.
Eut sometimes the snow was too deep o
be gane for leng, arnd the hurters returmed
empty-handed.

«ing of the Delawars, Teedyuscung, called
Packer kland ocne of two sacred places in

Penrisylvania for the Celaware in the mid

18th certury. The ather sacred place was
the Whyoming Valley.

POINT B - North

Turn to your lefl, locking north, takes us
alang the Warrior's Path up the eastermn
shore of the River, This path was used for
war parties and for trading by the Irogquois,
COMIng down from their territory araund
the Finger Lakes and beyond up into
Canada. Boute 147 fallows the path up ta
the important Mative American village of
Cetorwakin (Montoursville), 'We will be
travelling alang this path later.

POINT C - South

If wouu loak south, to your
righit, across the River to
present day Sunbury vou
can sae a colonial yellow
ouikding behind the fleod
wiall. This is the Hunter
Haouse Mussum, home

of the Morthurmbsarland
County Historcal

Lociety and the site

of the proninecial Fort
Augusta, Built in 1756, Mearby is the site

aof the provingial government in Philadelphia

and artifacts frarm this mission are an display there, Let's gal
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aof the Maoravian mission house and blacksmith shop. In 1747,
these German missionaries were invited here by Chisf Shikellamy,
and the other chiefs of the Five Mations, with the permissicn

From Left o Righe: e
Chisel Seraper, o forged
tod wesexd for woochaorking;
Beaping Hook, meed for
W lTireg gmoes, graing, eic;
Hlackmith Tomes, wsed
hodel hot drems from Erge
while hammering/shaping,
Mloke e ﬁ'ﬂ;nn:'lht _ﬁ}uud
at the Moravion Smithy.
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Welcome to the mewly renovated museum.
Here yvou can see the blacksmiths taols fram
the Maravian smithy, Indian tocks, beads,
and also a dicrama of life in the Colonial fort.

The museumn is apen fram March theaugh
December, Monday, Wednesday and
Fricay from 1 62 4 pum . Group [ours ane by
appointment only, To make a reservation,
call the affice Monday throwegh Friday, at
570-286-4083

A modest admission fee is charged.

Welcome to the Islard! This beautiful park
offers appartunities for biking, kavaking,
and walking. Rent a boat or kayak from
Lake Augusta Cutfitters and see the River
from a mew anglel Experience what it
wiautd have been like back in the colenial
perind to be able to travel across the River
only by canoe. To get from the northem
chare of the island to the scuthern shore
il wauld resd Your Gwn Canoe, ar Yol
wauld have to borraw one just like today.

The fertile scil on the River island was
goad for growing the “Three Sisters®of the
Eastern Woodlands Indians—carn, squash
and beans The Friends of Shikellamy State
Fark hawve recently started growing a small
garden here near the paint of the island.
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Farmaus Mative leaders and interpreters of
the colonial pericd lived on this islamd for
awhile. Madarme dontour, the important
ntermediary between the Iroqucks and
the colonial government, her som Andrew,
ancther prominent interpreter, lived here
inthe 17405 and opened their housa o the
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. .I .:"r I along the miain branch of the Biver, I..,p arud Teedyuscung, King of the Delaware, also
1 A - down this wige stretch of water, Native ived on this island, as did his predecessor,
¥ ; | canoes wioldd pass, full of warriors from the ML,
. \ A . | Iroquais travelling down o their annua
i I y . frays against the Catawba in Virginia. Mot all Let's head up the Warrics's Path to the
> N I i of them retumed. .. village of Madame Montour - today near
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J 1L 4_ Up the Warrior Path to Ostonwakin,
’ 0F’ - home of Madame Montour

Stop 5: Seemisuioo
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(2t back onto Route 180 and join up
with RBoute 15 Scuth. You will cross over
the Susquehanma an the Market Street
bridge and follow the road up the Bald
Eagle Mountain, As you approach the
soenic overlook, pull into the parking

It at the summit and stop for a few
minutes, Directly to your north you see
the Lovalsock Creek flowing inta the
Susquehanna River. To the left you 3

can ag tha cornfald that is the sita af ot L N S
Ostareakin arnd waits keft the trail you Plense note that the Boute [5 Overlook is ombs

WS ULt B accessihle swwhen heading Morth on Romee 15,

&z wau drive narth on Raute 147, you can
turn off at 405 ard pull in to the Chillisquagque
boat ramp. This s a great place to put in a
cance of kavak and paddle down to Packer
sland, which is about & River miles south of
here, On the way you are likely to see some
great egrets, Due heron, a bald eagle, and box = . ;
turtles basking in the sun on a rack. Maybe )

majar raptor My-through routes. Watch cut far
the River rapids right by Runway Island!

even same 2els!

The conflsence of the Chilllsquagues Creek
and the Susquehanna River was a good spot
for a native village. In the colanial periad,
this area was inhabited by Shawnee Indians,

Follow the signs to Riverfront Park from
Wontoursville and pull into the parking lot.

T the left of the [ot, ina cornfield, is the

site of Cetonwaking, the village of Madame
Wontour, That was abandoned in the 17405 as
zhe maoved down to Packer kland, There are
regular archasolagical digs held in the fieks
that hawve vielded some artifacts and evidence
of habitation, However, regular plowing and
fioads have washed much of the material
evidence of the village away.

The view of the mountains narth of Williamsport has changed little since the days when this
whoale area was populated and hunted by the Iroguais. Frorm the Susquehanna River, along the
creeks that run into here—Fne, Lycarming, Layalsock, and Muncy—the Indian paths conmected
Canada with the Chesapeake Bay.

whio had maved up from Merth Caralina
o this area, to be under the protection of
the Iraquais. Today vou can camp at Yoal
at Shangri-La and experience the secluded
beauty of this place

fwe continue up Route 147 & turns into
Foute 180 and follows the bend of the River
araund Muncy to Montourslle.

1[ 5 Central Oak Heights on Route 15 South:
(.S‘ OP . Overlooking Shikellamy’s '_I'uwn

Follow the path to the Heritage Trail. Local

Carme off Boute 180 at Muncy and take a look
at this beautiful little River town that was the
site of Fort Munoy in the colonial period and
today home of the Muncy Historical Sodety's
MILSELEM

Hop back on Boute 180 briefty and exit at
Halls Pennsdale (Route 220) then continue to
Lycomirg Mall Drive to view the site of today's
commercial trading — the Lycoming Mall, As
you drive through the town af Montoursille,
youl can stop at Country ki and Sport to pick
up a kayak ar a carnae iMyou want to put in at
the Montoursville access peint. The stretch of
the River along the Long Beadh™to Munoy is

a short 7 River miles and passes by one of the

amateur archaeologist and historian,

lirmn Bressler, created the path and the
interpretative panels to guide us thraugh

ife on the islard and its ervirens during

the contact pericd. 3it on the bench fora
while that cverlooks the River. Nat much has
charg{': ir TS wies SInCe CAanoes Carmying
the Iroquices traversed s waters

IFyou hawe your bike bardy, vou <an follo
the bike path along the iver inta Williamsgpart
and the RBiver Walk, Safe and easily ravelled,
this Is a great way to see the Riverl

Continue south on Boute 15, Yau are aaw an the
share of tha River that was "off limite® far nan-Mative

peoples inthe colarial period. This was Iragquais

country and Europeans lived here at their cwn risk.

As you orass White Deer Hale Cresk you see where
it rns into the River. This was a native village. Then

asvou head a little further south you will reach

Central Oak Heights. Teday, Central Dak Heights is
hame to private cottages and rental campsites. In

the 17305 this site overlooked Chief Shikellamy's
teawn, He lived here with his famiky and pecple

until asked by the chiefs of the Iroguais to move dawn to

Sharmakin, the Indian name far present day Sunbury.
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Ag wou drive south down Route 15 through
Leswizburg’s city limits and Winfield, you are
passing the fishing grounds for many of the
Mative peoples. Mary net weights and =gl
weirs can be found in the River here along
the islands in Winfield especially,

5top at the intersection with Route 11 for

lunch at Skeeter’s Pit BBQ and enjoy the view of the River from the restaurant’s indoor o
outdoor seating areas. What a great vantage paint to view who is coming and going along

these paths and waterways!

"B very old (oral) tradition is our sole
autharity for the staterment that ane day
Shikellarmy said o Conrad Weiser: 1 have
had a drearm. | drearmed that Tarachiawagon
gave me a new rifle!

Conrad, who owed much of his sucoess 1o

his strict observance of Indian etiquette
fwhich believed all dreams would evenitually
come true), Is sald to have answered the
dream with the rifle, and then to have spoken
for himself.

'T; too, have had a drearm he said. T drearmed
that Shikellarmy gave me an Island in the
Susguehanna, and he indicated the Isle of
Que at the mouth of Penn's Creek, on the site
of what is now the town of Selinsgrove,

~ The old chief, we are told, matched Weiser's

politeness, but, ‘Conrad, he said, Tet us never

~ dream again.

1

if you would like to hear more stories

about the area, take a trip down o the Isle
af Que and make a date with Jim and Judie
Charles, Ishe of Que River Guides for a guided
trip of the River.
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Modern Day Map

Central Pennsylvania's Susquehanna River Valley
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