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Helpful Hints for Hikers

DRESS IN LAYERS:

Weather can change and temperatures drop quickly. It’s always wise to be prepared!

Be sure to wear appropriate foot gear and pack extra socks. In this damp climate, cotton
can be your worst enemy. Moisture-wicking and breathable yet waterproof fabrics work
best. Good choices would be; polypropylene, light wool, and Gore-tex.

TELL SOMEONE WHERE YOU ARE GOING:

Be sure someone knows where you are going, how long you plan on being gone for, and
check in with them once your venture is completed.

HIKE IN A GROUP:
Hiking in numbers is best. Conversation helps to keep wild game away and you never
know if you’ll need a helping hand during your woodland adventure.

BRING ENOUGH WATER & STAY HYDRATED:

Packing plenty of water is essential. Alaskan streams might appear to be wonderful
drinking water, but there is always the risk of bacterial ingestion which can lead to ex-
treme illness.

BRING A FIRST AID KIT:

You never know when an accident will happen!

PROTECT YOUR SKIN:

Alaska is known for its powerful rays so be sure to wear and bring along sun screen. Bug
repellant is a must-have to keep mosquitoes away and help provide you with a much
more comfortable trek.
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Special Thanks

A special thanks and recognition needs to be extended to

Jim Shephard, alon§ A YS I £t RST NBaARSylo
and effort have made this publication possible. Without Jim spend-
ing hours of his own time restoring, mapping, marking, measuring
and recording the information contained in this booklet, our Valdez
Trails would not be of the high quality they are, so enjoy! And if you
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If you are interested in volunteer opportunities on our
beautiful trails, please call Parks and Recreation.

USEFUL CONTACTS:

Police, Fire, EMS
9-1-1 (Emergency)
8354560 (Dispatch)
Parks and Recreation
(907)8352531

g’y Like us on
Facebook.com/ValdezAlaskaFun

+ f RST [/ 2y@SyYiarazy Iy
www.valdezalaska.org
(907)835INFO
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TRAILS MARKED WITH THE PARKS & RECRE &%
LOGO ARE MAINTAINED BY THE CITY OF V£ @ :
PARKS MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT.



https://www.facebook.com/FLFireJuniors

DOCK POINT TRAIL

TIME: 30 min. R.T.
DIFFICULTY: Easy
DISTANCE: .83 mi. R.T.
ELEVATION GAIN: 50 ft

DOCK POINT TRAIL




Description

The Dock Point Trail, although rather short, is one of the prettiest for
its size. Hikers can enjoy close up views of a grass and wildflower
meadow from the comfort of a dr’

boardwalk. Spruce trees and grou
dogwood offer excellent photograph
opportunities. The West and East ov £
looks provide views of Harbor Cove ¢ £
the Port of Valdez. An eagle's nest &
located on one of the Mineral Cre
Islands can be seen from the north s §
of the trail. Bring the whole family ar
the dog, this trail is a must!

Directions:
This trail begins at the end of a large parking and picnic area located
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launch ramp. After going past the gate, turn right at the hillside trail
sign and hike up a short, steep hill. The trail will then drop down to a
small meadow from which two boardwalks lead to the East and West
Overlook viewing platforms. The trail then gradually descends, curving
around until it connects to a lower road where it remains flat all the
way back to the gate. As the trail is circular, one may elect to turn left
at the hillside trail sign and hike the loop
clockwise to avoid the first steep climb.

Distance & Time:

DISTANCE: 0.83 miles round trip
TIME: 30 minutes round trip
DIFFICULTY: Easy

Leave No Traceé

Take only Photographs,
Leave only Memories.




OVERLOOK TRAIL

TIME: 25 min. R.T.
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DIFFICULTY: Easy

DISTANCE: 0.4 mi. R.T.

Valdez Parks & Recreation

ELEVATION GAIN: 75 ft
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Ruth Pond Trail
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Description
This short, recently improved hiking trail is a quick easy way to experience
breathtaking views of Town and the Port of Valdez. Wooden steps and
railings make the steep sections of this trail easier to navigate. Between
the panoramic views, hikers walk through a fireweed and salmonberry
field and a willow alder scrub forest. There is a picnic pavilion at the top
of the hill, excellent for a picnic lunch or to rest and take in the fresh
ocean air. If you hike only one trail in Valdez, choose this one.

Directions:
This trail begins at the northwest corner of the Northern Parking lot of the
Civic center. There are several quick flights of wooden stairs

until the ridge of the Civic Center hill is reached. From
there are excellent views of the Port of Valdez, Ruth P
and Civic Center. Following the ridge to the Overlook p@
shelter, the view opens up towards the mountains as ¥
and there are stunning views of the town of Valdez. F
the picnic shelter, you go down a short flight of stairs
enter a willowalder scrub forest. From here the trail
pretty flat and until it bends backwards toward the civic ¢
ter and descends to the northeast corner of the North
Parking lot.

Distance & Time:
DISTANCED.4 miles round trip
TIME:25 minutes round trip
DIFFICULTEasy




Foot bridge is washed out.
Ford stream on foot or with a 4WD
vehicle.
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